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PREFACE 


■resent edition of The State has been prepared to set 
nature of the governments of the principal lielligerent 
the chapters dealing with ancient Greece, Rome, Nor- 
; Sweden have been omitted, and new chapters on Italy, 
Serbia, Rumania, Bulgaria, modern Greece, Russia, 

■ nd Japan have been added, as has a chapter on After 
The original chapters on England, Eranee, the United 
witzerland, Germany, and Austria have been revised. 
In jf tlie vmsettled conditions in Germany and Austria, the 
governments of these countries have been described as they existed 
in 1914, and a brief statement made of their condition as it exists 
as t’'’" is written (ilecembor 1, 1918). The changes made in the 
have sought merely to bring the work u]> to date ; they 
ively few, and the text of the original chapters remains 
nost part that of the author, l>oth in language and opinion. 

< ! lew (ihapters I must assume full res])onsibility. 

seemed wise to include in this edition the (duipters of a 
iharacter, dealing with the origin, nature, fumitions, and 
if government, and with the nature of law. Though they 
. 'itten thirty years ago, it is believed that they rcjireseut 
tially PresidcMit Wilson’s views to-day. In the new eliap- 
lave not iiidi(!ated siiecitically the sources upon whicth I 
■lied, nor can I do more here than make, general ackiiowl- 
.. lit of my indebtedness to tliose whose work has been most 
d. 

ish to express my appreciation of the aid given me 1 ) 3 ’^ my 
,gue. Dr. Ludwik lihrlich, ivlio has freely placed at luy 
ee'his wide knowledge of European governments and in par- 
.ar of the governments of Germany and Austria. 

Edward Eluott. 

RKSLEV, CAIjIFORNrA, 

Dsceiiiber 1, 1918. 
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THE EARLIEST FORMS OF GOVERNMENT. 


Nature of the Question. — The probable origin of govern* 
mebt is a question of fact, to be settled, not by conjecture, but 
by history. Some traces we can still discern of the history of 
primitive societies. As fragments of primitive animals have 
been kept for us sealed uj» in the eartli’s rocks, so fragments 
of primitive institutions have been preserved, embedded in the 
rocks of surviving law or custom, mixed up with the rubbish of 
accumulated tradition, crysbillized in the organization of still 
savage tribes, or kept curiously in the museum of fact and rumor 
swept together by some ancient historian. Limited and ijerplex- 
ing as such means of reconstructing history may be, they repay 
patient comparison and analysis as richly as do the materials of 
the archaeologist and the idiilologian. The facts as to the origin 
and early history of government are at least as available as the 
facts concerning the growth and kinship of languages or the 
genesis and development of the arts and sciences. Such light 
as we can get from the knowledge of the infancy of society thus 
meagrely afforded us is, at any rate, better than that derived 
from a priori speculations founded upon our acquaintance with 
our modern selves, or from any fancies, how learnedly soever 
constructed, that we might weave as to the way in which history 
might plausibly be read backwards. 

Races to be studied: the Aryans. — For purposes of widest 
’comparison in tracing the development of government it would 
of course be desirable to include in a study of early society not 
only those Aryan and Semitic races which have played tjie chief 
parts in the history of the European world, but also every primi- 
tive tribe, whether Hottentot or Iroquois, Finn or Turk, of whose 
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institutions and development we know anytliing at all. Such a 
world-wide survey would be necessary to any induction which 
should claim to trace government in Jill its forms to a common 
archetype. But, practically, no such sweeping together of incon- 
gruous savage usage and tradition is needed to construct a safe 
text from which to study the governments that have grown and 
come to full flower in the political world to which we belong. 
In order to trace the lineage of the European and American 
governments which have constituted the order of social life for 
those stronger and nobler races which have made the most nota- 
ble progress in civilization, it is essential to know the political 
history of the Greeks, the Latins, the Teutons, and the Celts 
principally, if not only, and the original political habits and 
ideas of the Aryan and Semitic races alone. The existing gov- 
ernments of Europe and America furnish the dominating types 
of to-day. To know other systems which are defeated or dead 
woidd aid only indirectly towards an understanding of those 
which are alive and triumphant. 

Semitic and Turanian Instance. — Even Semitic institutions, 
indeed, must occupy only a secondary place in such inquiries. 
The main stocks of modern European forms of government are 
Aryan. The institutional history of Semitic or Turanian peoples 
is hardly part of the history of European governments : it is only 
analogous to it in many of the earlier stages of development. 
Aryan, Semitic, and Turanian races alike seem to have passed 
at one period or another through similar forms of social organiza- 
tion. Each, consequently, furnishes illustrations in its history, 
and in those social customs and combinations which have most 
successfully survived the wreck of change, of probable early 
forms and possible successive stages of political life among the 
others. Aryan practice may often be freed from doubt by 
Semitic or Turanian instance ; but it is Aryan practice we prin- 
cipally wish to know. 

Government rested First upon Kinship.' — What is known of 
the central nations of history clearly reveals the fact that social 
organization, and consequently government (which is the visible 
form of social organization), originated in Teinahip. The -original 
1 The origin of goveriiiiieiit in kinship inis been sharply questioned. 
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bond of imioii and the original sjiiiction for magisterial authority 
were one and the same thing, namely, real or feigned blood-rela- 
tionshi2). In other words, families were the original units of 
social organization ; and were at first, no doubt, in a large degree 
separate. It was only by slow stages and under the influence of 
many changes of habit and environment that the family organi- 
zation widened and fiunilies were drawn together into communi- 
ties. A group of men who considered themselves in some sort 
kinsmen constituted the first State. 

Early History of the Family; was it originally Patriarchal 1 

— The origin of government is, therefore, intimately connected 
with the early history of the family. It is the more unfortunate 
that the conclusions to be drawn from what is known of the 
beginnings of the family should furnish matter for much modern 
difference of oirinion. This difference of oijinion may be defi- 
nitely summed uj) in the two following eontrasted views : — 

- (1) That the patriarchal family, to which the early history of 
the greater races runs back, and with which that history seems 
to begin, was the family in its original estate, — the original, the 
true archaic family. 

. The patriarchal family is that in which descent is traced to a common 

I male ancestor, through a direct male line, and in which the authority ol 

'rule vests in the eidest living male ascendant. 

. (2) That the patriarchal family, which is acknowledged to be 
found in one stage or another of the development of almost every 
race now civilized, was a developed and comiiaratively late form 
of the family, and not its first form, having been evolved through 
various stages and varieties of ijolyandry (plurality of husbands) 
anti of polygyny (plurality of wives) out of a possibly original 
state of promiscuity and utter confusion in the relations of the 
sexes and of consequent confusion in blood-relationship and in 
the government of offspring. 

^ , In brief, it is held on the one hand that the patriarchal family ■ 
was the original family ; and on the other, that it was not the 
original but a derived form, others of a less distinct organization 1 
preceding it. 

The Evidence. — It is of course impracticable to set forth 
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here the miscellaneous evidence which has been swept together 
concerning so very obscure and complex a question. Suffice it 
to say that among many primitive races cases abound of the 
reckoning of kinship through mothers only, as if in matter-of- 
course doubt as to paternity ; of consanguinity signified through- 
out the wide circle of a tribe, not by real or supposed common 
descent from a human ancestor, but by means of the fiction of 
common descent from some bird or beast, from which the tribe 
takes its name, as if for lack of any better means of determining 
common blood; of marriages of brothers with sisters, and of 
groups of men with groups of women, or of groups of men with 
some one woman. In the ease of some tribes, moreover, among 
whom polygamy or even monogamy now exists, together with a 
patriarchal discipline, it is thought to be possible to trace elear 
indications of an evolution of these more civilized forms of family' 
organization from earlier practices of loose multiple marriages 
or even still earlier promiscuity in the sexual relation. 

The peoples, however, among whom sucli confusions of sexual 
relationships have been observed are not those who have emerged 
upon the European field. Among almost every European folk 
there is clear, unbroken tradition running back to a patriarchal 
power and organization. Roman law, that prolific mother of 
modern legal idea and pi'actice, bears impressed upon every 
feature of it indubitable marks of its descent from a time when 
the father ruled as king and liigh priest in the family. Greek 
institutions speak hardly less unequivocally of a similar deriva- 
tion. No belief is more deeply fixed in the traditions of the 
great peoples who have made modern history than the belief of 
direct common descent, through males, from a common male 
ancestor, human or divine; and nothing could well be more 
numerous or distinct than the traces inhering in the very heart 
of their polity of an original patriarclual organization of the 
family as the archetype of their political order. 

The Warrantable Conclusion. — The evidence of more con- 
fused marriage relationships, moreover, is nowhere of such a 
character as to warrant the conclusion that promiscuity iu sexual 
connections has among any people marked the first or any regular 
stage of social development. " All the evidence we possess tends 
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to show that among our earliest human ancestors the family, not 
the tribe, formed the nucleus of every social group, and, in many 
cases, was itself perhaps the only social group.” “It seems 
probable, moreover, that monogamy prevailed almost exclusively 
among our earliest human ancestors.”* Promiscuity belongs, 
not to the most primitive times or to the regular order of social 
life, but rather to exceptional seasons of demoralization or con- 
fusion; to times of decadence rather than to the origins of the 
raee. Polyandry has grown up only where the women were fewer 
than the men, and has almost necessarily broken down when the 
numerical balance between the sexes was restored. Polygyny 
“has been less prevalent at the lowest stages of civilization, — 
where wars do not seriously disturb the proportion of the sexes; 
where life is chiefly supported by hunting, and female labor is 
consequently of slight value; where there is no accumulation of 
wealth and no distinction of class, — than it is at somewhat higher 
stages.”^ Where it does exist, it is invariably confined to a 
small minority of wealthy and powerful men ; the majority, from 
choice or necessity, are always monogamous. First and last, the 
strong monogamous instinct, has tended to exclude promiscuous 
or multii)lied sexual connections, and to build up a distinct family 
order round about monogamous marriages.® 

• The efficient races who have ilominated tlie European stage, at 
any rate, came into their place of leadership and advantage under 
the discipline of tlie patriarchal order of family life. Whether 
with several wives or with only one, the father was chief and 
master among them, and the family showed that clear authority 
and close organization which was to serve in fulness of time as 
the prototype and the model for the Stiite. 

From the Patriarchal Family to the State. — Among these 
Aryan peoples there was first the family ruled by the father as 
king and ])riest. There was no majority for the sons so long as 
their father lived. They might nuirry and have children, but 
they could have no entirely separate and independent authority 
during their father’s -life save such as he suffered them to exer- 

1 Westerniarck, Tlintorii ofllumim Arnrrinqe, pp. -538, 540. •Id. 548. 

3 For a contrary view sec Avebury, The Orif/in of Cicilization avd the 
Primitive Condition of Alan. (Jth eil., London, 1902. 
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cise. All that they possessed, their lives even and the lives oi 
those dependent upon them, were at the disposal of this abso- 
lute father-sovereign. Such a group naturally broadens in time 
into the ‘House,’ or gens, and over this too a chief kinsman rules. 
There are common religious rites and observances which the gens 
regards as symbolic of its unity as a composite family ; and heads 
of houses exercise many high representative and probably some 
imperative magisterial functions by virtue of their position. 
Then, as the social order widens. Houses are in their turn 
absorbed. Tlie first distinctively political unit, no doubt, was 
the Tribe: broader than the gens and tending to subordinate it; 
a body in which kinship must still have been deemed the bond 
of union, but in which, nevertheless, it must have been a very 
obscure bond indeed, and in which family rights must steadily 
have tended to give way before the establishment of a common 
order within which the House served only as a unit of member- 
ship and a corporation for worship. 

Tribes at length united to form a State. In days of nomadic 
habit the organization of the Tribe sufficed, and no more fixed, 
definite, or effective order was attempted. But when a people’s 
travelling days were over, a settled life brought new needs of 
organization : ■ a larger power must have sprung up almost of 
itself. Then a very significant thing happened. The State in 
^ effect ousted both the House and the Tribe from their functions 
as political units, and came itself to rest, not upon these for 
foundation, but upon the family, the original formation of the 
social substructure. Tribe and gens served henceforth only as 
religious corporations or as the convenient units of representa- 
tion in the. action of the State. 

Prepossessions to he put away. — In looking back to the first 
stages of political development, it is necessary to put away from 
the mind certain prepossessions which are both proper and legiti- 
mate to modern conceptions of government, but which can have 
found no place in primitive thought on the subject. It is not 
possible nowadays to understand the early history of institutions 
without thus first divesting the mind of many conceptions most 
natural and apparently most necessary to it. The centuries which 
separate us from the infancy of society separate us also, by the 
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whole length of. the history of human thought, from the ideas into 
which the fathers of the race were Imji-ii ; and nothing but a most 
credulous movement of the imagination can enable the student of 
to-day to throw himself back into those concejitions of social con- 
nection and authority in which government took its rise. 

The State and the Land. — How is it possible, for instance, foi 
the modern mind to conceive distinctly a travelling political organi- 
zation, a State without territorial boundaries or the need of them, 
composed of persons, but associated with no fixed or certain habi- 
tat i* And yet such were the early tribal states, — nomadic groups, 
now and again hunting, fishing, or tending their herds by this or 
that particular river or upon this or that familiar mountain slope 
or inland seashore, but never regarding themselves or regarded by 
their neighbors as finally identified with any definite territory. 
Historians have pointed out the abundant evidences of these facts 
that are to be found in the history of Euroiie no further back than 
the fifth century of our own ei-a. The Franks came pouring into 
the Roman empire just because they had had no idea theietofore 
of being confined to any particular Frank-tojid. They left no 
France behind them at the sources of the Rhine; and their kings 
quitted those earlier seats of tlieir race, not as kings of France, 
but as kings of the Franks. There were kings of the Franks 
when the territory now called Germany, as well as that now 
known as France, was in the possession of that imperious race : 
and they became kings of France only when, some centuries later, 
they had settled down to the unaccustomed habit of confining 
themselves to a single land. Drawn by the processes of feudali- 
zatioD (pages 109, 115, 129), sovereignty tlien found at last a 
local habitation and a name. 

The same was true of the other Germanic nations. They 
also had chiefs who were the chiefs of people, not the chiefs of 
lands. There were kings of the English for many a year, even 
for several centuries after a.d. 449, before there was such a thing 
as a king of England. John was the first officially to assume the 
latter title. From the first, it is true, social organization has 
everywhere tended to connect itself more and more intjmately 
with the land from which each social group has drawn its suste- 
nance. When the migratory life was over, especially, and the 
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settled occupations of agriculture had brought men to a stand 
upon the laud which they were learning to till, political life, 
like all the other communal activities, came to he associated 
more and more directly with the land on which each community 
lived. But such a connection between lordship and land was a 
slowly developed notion, not a notion twin-bom with the notion of 
government. 

Modern definitions of a State always limit sovereignty to 
some definite land. “A State” — runs the modern definition — 
“ is a People organized for law within a definite territory.” But 
the first builders of government would not have found such a 
definition intelligible. They could not have understood why 
they might not move their whole people, ‘bag and baggage,’ to 
other lands, or why, for the matter of that, they might not keep 
them moving their tents and possessions unrestingly from place 
to place in perpetual migration, without in the least disturbing 
the integrity or even the administration of their infant ‘ State.’ 
Each organized group of men had other means of knowing their 
unity than mere neighborhood to one another; other means of 
distinguishing themselves from similar groups of men than dis- 
tance or the intervention of mountain or stream. The original 
groups were knit together by bonds closer than those of geog- 
raphy, more real than the bonds of mere contiguity. They were 
bound together by real or assumed kinshiii. They had a corporate 
existence which they regarded as inhering in their blood and as 
expressed in all their daily relations with each other. They 
lived together because of these relations ; they were not related 
because they lived together. 

Contract versus Status. — Scarcely less necessary to modern 
thought than the idea of territoriality as connected- with the exist- 
ence of a State, is the idea of contract as determining the relations 
of individuals. And yet this idea, too, must be put away if we 
would understand primitive society. In that society men were 
born into the station and the part they were to have throughout 
life, as they still are among the peoxfies who x^reserve their earliest 
sonceptions of social order. This is known as the law of status. 
It is not a matter of choice or of voluntary arrangement in what 
relations men shall stand towards each other as individuals. He 



T^^K KAUrJKST l<'OKJlS OB' fiO*VKKNMI3NT. 


9 


who is born a slave, let him remain a slave ; the artisan, an arti- 
san; the i)riest, a priest, — is the command of the law of status. 
Excellency cannot avail to raise any man above his jiarentage; 
aptitude is suffered to operate only within the sphere of each 
man’s birthright. No man may lose ‘caste’ without losing 
respectability also and forfeiting the protection of the law. Or, 
to go back to a less developed society, no son, however gifted, 
may lawfully break away from the authority of his father, how- 
ever cruel or incapable that father may be ; or make any alliance 
which will in the least degree draw him away from the family 
alliance and duty into which he was born. There is no thought 
of contract. Every man’s career is determined for him before 
his birth. His blood makes his life. To break away from one’s 
birth station, under such a system, is to make breach not only of 
social, but also of religious duty, and to bring upon oneself the 
curses of men and gods. Primitive society rested, not uimn con- 
tract, but upon status. Status had to be broken through by some 
conscious or unconscious revolution before so much as the idea 
of contract could arise ; and ivhcn that idea did arise, change and 
variety were assured. Change of the existing social order was 
the last thing of which the primitive community dreamed; and 
those races which allowed the rule of status to harden about their 
lives still stand where they stood a thousand years ago. “ The 
leaving of men to have their careers detennined by their elRcien- 
cies,” says Mr. Spencer, “ we may call the principle of change in 
social organization.” 

Theories concerning the Origin of the State ; the Contract 
Theory. — Such views of primitive society furnish us with destruc- 
tive dissolvents of certain theories once of almost universal vogue 
as to the origin of government. The most famous, and for our 
present purposes most important, of these theories is that which 
ascribes the origin of government to a ‘social compact* among 
primitive men. 

The most notable names connected with this theory as used to account 
for the existence of political society are the names of Hooker, Hobbes, 
Locke, and Kousseau. It is to be found developed in Hooker’s Bcclesias- 
tical Polity, Hobbes’ Leviathan, Locke’s Civil Government, and Bonsseau’s 
The Social Contract. 
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This theory begins always with the assumption that there exists, 
outside of and above the laws of men, a Law of Nature.’ Hobbes 
conceived this Law to include “justice,” “equity,” “modesty,” 
“ mercy ” ; “ in sum, ‘ doing to others as we would be done to.’ ” 
All its chief commentators considered it the abstract standard to 
which human law should conform. Into this Law primitive men 
were born. It was binding upon their individual consciences; but 
their consciences were overwhelmed by individual pride, ambi- 
tion, desire, and passion, which were strong enough to abrogate 
Nature’s Law. That Law, besides, did not bind men together. Its 
dictates, if obeyed, would indeed enable them to live tolerably 
with one another ; but its dictates were not obeyed ; and, even if 
they had been, would have furnished no permanent frame of civil 
government, inasmuch as they did not sanction magistracies, the 
setting of some men to be judges of the duty and conduct of other 
men, but left each conscience to command absolutely the conduct 
of the individual. In the language of the ‘judicious Hooker,’ 
the laws of Nature “ do bind men absolutely, even as they are 
men, although they have never any settled fellowship, never any 
solemn agreement, amongst themselves what to do or not to do ; 
but forasmuch as we are not by ourselves sufficient to furniish 
ourselves with competent store of things needful for such a life 
as our Nature doth desire, a life fit for the dignity of man, there- 
fore to supply these defects and imperfections which are in us 
living single and solely by ourselves, we are naturally induced to 
seek communion and fellowship with others. This was the cause 
j of men uniting themselves at first in politic societies.” * In other 
words, the belligerent, non-social parts of man’s character were 
originally too strong for this Law of Nature, and the ‘ state of 
nature,’ in which that Law, and only that Law, offered restraint 
to the selfish passions, became practically a state of ivar, and con- 
sequently intolerable. It was brought to an end in the only way 
in which such a condition of affairs could be brought to an end 
without mutual extermination, namely, by common consent, by 
men’s “ agreeing together mutually to enter into one community 

> i'or.,the natural history of this conception of a Law of Nature, see Maine, 
Ancient Law, Chap. HI. 

2 Ecclesiastical Pulitij, Book I., sec. 10. 
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and make one body politic.” (Locke.) This agreement meant sub- 
mission to some one common authority, which should judge between 
man and man ; the surrender on the part of each man of all rights 
antagonistic to the rights of others ; forbearance and cooperation. 
Locke confidently affirmed “that all men are naturally in that 
state [a state, /.e., of nature], and remain so till, by their own 
consents, they make themselves members of some politic society.” 
It was only as the result of deliberate choice, in the j)resence of 
the possible alternative of continuing in this state of nature, that 
commonwealths came into being. 

Traditions of an Original Lawgiver. — Ancient tradition 
had another way of accounting for the origin of laws and institu- 
tions. The thought of almost every nation of antiquity went back 
to some single lav.'giver at whose hands their government had 
taken its essential and characteristic form, if not its beginning. 
There was a Moses in the background of many a history besides 
that of the Jews. In the East there was Menu; Crete had her 
Minos ; Athens her Solon ; Sparta her Lycurgus ; Eome her 
Numa; England her Alfred. These names do not indeed in 
every instance stand so far back as the beginning of government ; 
but they do carry the mind back in almost every case to the birth 
of national systems, and suggest the overshadowing influence of 
individtial statesmen as the creative power in framing the greater 
combinations of politics. They bring the conception of conscious 
choice into the history of institutions. They look upon systems 
as made, rather than as developed. 

Theory of the Divine Origin of the State. — Not altogether 
unlike these ancient conceptions of lawgivers towering above 
other men in wisdom and authority, dominating political construc- 
tion, and possibly inspired by divine suggestion, is that more 
modern idea which attributes human government to the imme- 
diate institution of God himself, — to the direct mandate of the 
Creator. This theory has taken either the definite form of regard- 
ing human rulers, as the direct vicegerents of God, or the vague 
torm of regarding government as in some way given to man as 
part of his original make-up 

The Theories and the Facts. — Modern research into the 
early history of mankind has made it possible to reconstruct, 
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in outline, much of tlie thought and practice of primitive society, 
and has thus revealed facts wliich render it impossible for us to 
accept any of these views as adeq^uately explaining what they 
seek to explain. The defects of the social compact theory are too 
plain to need more than brief mention. That theory simply has 
no historical foundation. The family was the original, and status 
tlie iixed basis, of primitive society. The individual counted for 
nothing; society — the family, the tribe — counted for everything. 
Government came, so to say, before the individual and was coeval 
with his first human instincts. There was no place for contract ; 
and yet this theory makes contract the first fact of social life. 
Such a contract as it imagines could not have stood unless sup- 
ported by that reverence for ‘ law ’ which is an altogether modern 
principle of action. The times in which government originated 
knew absolutely notliing of law as we conceive it. The only bond 
was kinship, — the common blood of the community; the only 
individuality was the individuality of the community as a whole. 
Man was merged in society. Without kinship there was no duty 
and no union. It was not by compomiding rights, but by assum- 
ing kinship, that groups widened into States, — not by contract, 
but by adoption. Not deliberate and reasoned respect for law, 
but habitual and instinctive respect for authority, held men 
together; and authority did not rest upon mutual agreement, 
but upon mutual subordination. 

Of the theories of the origination of government in indi- 
vidual lawgiving or in divine dictate, it is sufficient to say that 
the one exaggerates the part played by hiuuau choice, and the 
other the part played by man’s implanted instincts, in the 
formation and shaping of political society. 

The Truth in the Theories. — Upon each of these theories, 
nevertlieless, there evidently lies the shadoAV of a truth. Although 
government did not originate in a deliberate contract, and although 
no system of laAV or of social order Avas ever made ‘ out of hand ’ 
by any one man, government was not all a mere spontaneous 
growth. Deliberate choice has always played a part in its devel- 
opment. It was not, on the one hand, given to man ready-made 
by God, nor was it, on the other hand, a human contrivance. In 
its origin it was spontaneous, natural, tAvin-born with man and 
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the family; Aristotle was simply stating a fact when he said, 
“ Man is hy nature a political animal.” But, once having arisen, 
government was affected, and profoundly affected, by man’s 
choice ; only tliat choice entered, not to originate, but to modify 
government. 

Conclusion. — Viewed in the light of “the observed and 
recorded experience of mankind,” “the ground and origin of 
society is not a compact ; that never existed in any known case, 
and never was a condition of obligation either in primitive or 
developed societies, either between subjects and sovereign, or 
between the equal members of a sovereign body. The true 
ground is the aecejitance of conditions which came into exist- 
ence by the sociability inherent in man, and were developed by 
man’s spontaneous search after convenience. The statement that 
while the constitution of man is the work of nature, that of the 
state is the work of art, is as misleading as the opposite state- 
ment that governments are not made, but grow. The truth lies 
between them, in such propositions as that institutions owe their 
existence and development to deliberate human effort, working in 
accordance with circumstances naturally fixed both in liuman 
character and in the external field of its activity.” * 

The Beginnings of Government. — Government must have 
had suhstajitially the same early history amongst all progressive 
races. It must have begun in clearly defined family discipline. 
Such discipline would scarcely be possible among races iu which 
consanguinity was subject to profound confusion and in which 
family organization therefore had no clear basis of authority on 
which to rest. In every case, it would seem, the origination of 
what we should deem worthy of the name of government must 
have awaited the development of some such definite family as 
. that in which the father was knoAvn, and known as ruler. 

I Whether or not the patriarchal family was the first form of the 
family, it must have furnished the first adequate form of gov- 
ernment. 

. The Family the Primal Unit. — The family was the primal 
■ unit of political society, and the seed-bed of all larger gro\][ths of 
' government. The individuals that were drawn together to con- 

* Jolm Morley, Sousseaw, Vol. II., pp. 183-4. 
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stitute the earliest communities were not individual men, as 
Locke and Locke’s co-theorists would lead us to believe, but 
individual families; and the organization of these families, 
whether singly or in groups, furnished the ideas in which politi- 
cal society took its root. The members of each family were 
bound together by kinship. The father’s authority bore the 
single sanction of his being the fountain-head of the common 
blood-relationship. No other bond was known, or was then con- 
ceivable, except this single bond of blood-relationship. A man 
out of this circle of kinship was outside the boundaries of pos- 
sible friendship, was as of course an alien and an enemy. 

Persistence of the Idea of Kinship. — When society grew, 
it grew without any change of this idea. Kinship was still, 
actually or theoretically, its only amalgam. The commonwealth 
was for long conceived of as being only a larger kindred. When 
by natural increase a family multiplied its branches and widened 
into a gens, and there was no grandfather, great-grandfather, or 
other patriarch living to keep it together in actual domestic 
oneness, it would still not separate. The extinct authority of 
the actual ancestor could be replaced by the less comprehensive 
but little less revered authority of some selected elder of the 
‘House,’ the oldest living ascendant, or the most capable. Here 
would be the materials for a complete body politic held together 
by the old fibre of actual kinship. 

Pictitious Kinship : Adoption. — Organization upon the 
basis of a fictitious kinship was hardly less naturally contrived 
in primitive society. There was the ready, and immemorial, 
fiction of adoption, which to the thought of that time seemed no 
fiction at all. The adopted man was no less real a member of 
the family than was he who was natural-born. His admittance 
to the sacred, the exclusive religious mysteries of the family, at 
which no stranger was ever suffered even to be present, and his 
acceptance of the family gods as his own gods, was not less effi- 
cacious in making him one with the household and the kin than 
if he had opened his veins to receive their blood. And so, too. 
Houses could grow by the adoption of families, through the 
engrafting of the alien branches into this same sacred stock of 
the esoteric religion of the kindred. Whether naturally, there- 
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fore, or artificially, Houses widened into tribes, and tribes into 
commonwealths, Avithout loss of that kinship in the absence of 
Avhich, to the thinking of primitive men, there could be no com- 
munion, and therefore no community, at all. 

Kinship and Beligion. — In this development kinship and 
religion operated as the two chief formative influences. Eeli- 
gion seems in most instances to have been at first only the expres- 
sion of kinship. The central and most sacred worship of each 
group of men,. Avhether family or tribe, was the Avorship of ances- 
tors. At the family or communal altar the Avorshipper came into 
the presence of the shades of the great dead of his family or race. 
To them he did homage; from them he craved protection and 
guidance. The adopted man, therefore, Avhen received into this 
halloAved communion Avitli the gods of the family, accepted its 
fathers as his own, and took upon himself the most solemn 
duties and acquired the most sacred privileges of kinship. So, 
too, of the family adopted into the gem, or the gem received into 
the tribe. The new group accepted the ancestry by accepting the 
Avorship of the adopting House or community. 

Religion Avas thus quite inseparably linked Avith kinship. It 
may be said to have been the thought of which kinship Avas the 
embodiment. It Avas the sign and seal of the common blood, the 
expression of its oneness, its sanctity, its obligations. He Avho 
had entered into the bonds of this religion had, therefore, entered 
into the heart of kinship and taken of its life-blood. His blood- 
relationship Avas thus rendered no fiction at all to the thought of 
that day, but a solemn verity, to which every religious ceremo- 
nial bore impressive witness. 

The Bonds of Religion and Precedent. — The results of such 
a system of life and thought were most momentous. It is com- 
monplace now to remark upon English regard for precedent, and 
upon the interesting development of ‘common’ and ‘case’ law. 
But not even an Englishman or an American can easily conceive 
of any such reA'crential regard for precedent as must have resulted 
from a canonization of ancestors. We have ourselves in a meas- 
ure canonized our own forefathers of the revolutionary era, wor- 
shipping them around fourth of July altars, to the great T)enefit 
both of our patriotism and of our political morality. But the men 
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of ’76, we are all willing to acknowledge, were at their greatest 
only men. The ancestor of the primitive man became, on the 
contrary, a god, and a god of undying power. His spirit lived 
on to bless or to curse. His favor had to be propitiated, his 
anger appeased. And herein was a terribly eft'ective sanction 
for precedent. It was no light matter to depart from the prac- 
tices of these potent ancestors. To do so was to run in the face 
of the deities. It was to outrage all religious feeling, to break 
away from all the duties of spiritual kinship. Precedent was 
under such circumstances imperative. Precedent of course soon 
aggregated into custom, — such custom as it is now scarcely pos- 
sible to conceive of, — a supreme, uniform, imperious, infrangible 
rule of life which brought within its inexorable commands every 
detail of daily conduct. 

The Reign of Custom. — This reign of customary law was 
long and decisive. Its tendency was to stiffen social life into a 
formula. It left almost no room at all for the play of individu- 
ality. The family was a despotism, society a routine. There 
was for each man a rigorous drill of conformity to the custom of 
his tribe and house. Superstition strengthened every cord and 
knot of the network of observance which bound men to the prac- 
tices of their fathers and their neighbors. That tyranny of social 
convention which men of independent or erratic impulse nowa- 
days find so irksome, — that ‘tyranny of one’s next-door neigh- 
bor’ against which there are now and again found men bold 
enough to rebel, — had its ideal archetype in this rigid uniformity 
of custom which held ancient society in hard crystallization. 

Fixity of System the Rule, Change the Exception. — Such 
was the discipline that mouldtal the infancy of political society : 
within the family, the supreme will of the father; outside the 
family, the changeless standards of religious opinion. The ten- 
dency, of course, was for custom to become fi.xed in a crust too 
solid ever to be broken through. In the majority of cases, more- 
over, this tendency was fulfilled. Many races have never come out 
of this tutelage of inexorable custom. Many others have advanced 
only so far beyond it as those ca.ste systems in which the law of 
status and the supremacy of immemorial custom have worked out 
their logical result in an unchanging balance of hereditary classes. 
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The majority of mankind have remained stationary in one or 
another of the earliest stages of politieal development, their laws 
now constituting as it were ancient records out of which the 
learned may rewrite the early history of those other races whom 
primitive custom did not stagnate, but whose systems both of 
government aud of thought still retain many traces (illegible 
without illumination from the facts of modern savage life) of a 
similar infancy. Stagnation has been the rule, progress the ex- 
ception. The greater part of the world illustrates in its laws and 
institutions what the rest of the world has escaped ; the rest of 
the world illustrates what favorable change was capable of mak- 
ing out of the primitive practices with which the greater part of 
the world has remained iter force content. 

Changes of System outran Changes of Idea. — The original 
likeness of the. progressive races to those which have stood still 
is witnessed by that persistency of idea of which I have already 
spoken. Progress has brought nations out of the primitive prae- 
tices vastly more rapidly than it lias brought them out of the 
primitive ideas of political society. Practical reform has now 
aud again attained a speed that has never been possible to thought. 
Instances of this so abound in the daily history of the most pro 
gressive nations of the world of today that it ought not to be 
difficult for us to realize its validity in the world of the first days 
of society. Our own guilds and unions and orders, merely volun- 
tary and conventional organizations as they are, retain in their 
still vivid sense of the brolherhood of their members at least a 
reminiscence of the ideas of that early time when kinship was 
the only conceivable basis of association between man and man, 
when “ each assemblage of men seems to have been conceived as 
a Family.”* In England political change has made the great 
strides of the last two centuries without making the Orown 
any less the central object of the theoretical or lawj'erly concep- 
tion of the English constitution. Every day witnesses impor- 
tant extensions and even alterations of the law in our eourts 
under the senihlanee of a simple application of old rules. 
Circumstances alter principles as rvell as cases, but it is onjy the 
cases which are supposed to he altered. The principles remain, 
1 Maine, Early Uiatory of Tnxtituliunts, p. 232. 
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in form, the same. Men still carry their brides on wedding 
journeys, although the necessity for doing so ceased with the 
practice, once general, of stealing a bride. ‘Good blood’ still 
continues to work wonders, though achievement has come to be 
the only real patent of nobility in the modern world. In a thou- 
sand ways we are more advanced than we tlmik we are. 

How did Change enter? — The great question, then, is. How 
did change enter at all that great nursery of custom in which all 
nations once wore short clothes, and in which so many nations 
still occupy themselves with the superstitions and the small play 
of childhood ? How did it come about that some men became 
progressive, while most did not ? This is a question by no means 
easy to answer, but there are probabilities which may throw some 
light upon it. 

Differences of Custom. — In the first place, it is not prob- 
able that all the groups of men in that early time had the same 
customs. Custom was doubtless as flexible and malleable in its 
infancy as it was inflexible and changeless in its old age. In 
proportion as group separated from group in the restless days 
of the nomadic life, custom would become differentiated from 
custom. Then, after first being the cause, isolation would become 
the natural result of differences of life and belief. A family or 
tribe which had taken itself apart and built up a practice and 
opinion all its own would thereby have made itself irrevocably 
a stranger to its one-time kinsmen of other tribes. When its life 
did touch their life, it would touch to clash, and not to harmonize 
or unite. Greeks, Komans, Celts, had probably once been a single 
people ; but how unlike did they become ! 

Antagonism between Customs. — We need not specially 
spur our imaginations to realize how repugnant, how naturally 
antagonistic, to each other families' or tribes or races would be 
rendered by differences of custom. “ AVe all know that there is 
nothing that human beings (especially when in a low state of 
culture) are so little disposed to tolerate as divergencies of cus- 
tom,” says Mr. Hamerton, who is so sure of the ^t that he does 
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not stop to illustrate it. How ‘odd,’ if uot ‘ridiculous,’ the ways 
of life and the forms of belief often seem i.o us in a foreign 
country, — how instinctively we pronounce them inferior to our 
own ! The Chinaman manages his rice quite as skilfully with 
his ‘ chop-sticks ’ as we manage ours with our forks ; and yet how 
‘ queer,’ how ‘ absurd ’ chop-sticks are ! And so also in the 
weightier matters of social and religious practice. 

Competition of Customs. — To the view of the primitive 
man all customs, great or small, were matters of religion. His 
whole life was an affair of religion. For every detail of conduct 
he was accountable to his gods and to the religious sentiment 
of his own people. To tolerate any practices different from those 
which were sanctioned by the immemorial usage of the tribe was 
to tolerate impiety. It was a matter of the deepest moment, 
therefore, with each tribal grouj) to keep itself uncontaminated 
by alien custom, to stamp such custom out wherever and when- 
ever it could be discovered. That was a time of %var, and war 
meant a competition of customs. The conqueror crushed out the 
practices of the conquered and compelled them to conform to his 
own. 

The Better prevail. — Of course in such a competition the 
better custom would prevail over the worse.’ The patriarchal 
family, with its strict disciiiline of the young men of the tribe, 
would unquestionably be “the best camf)aigning family,” — 
would supply the best internal organization for war. Hence, 
probably, the national aspect of the world to-day : peoples of 
patriarchal tradition occupying in unquestioned ascendency the 
choicest districts of the earth; all others thrust out into the heats 
or colds of the less-favored continents, or crowded into the for- 
gotten corners and valley-closets of the world. So, too, with the 
more invigorating and sustaining religions. Those tribes which 
were least intimidated by petty phantoms of superstition, least 
hampered by the chains of empty but imperative religious cere- 
monial, by the engrossing observance of tinies and seasons, having 
greater confidence in their gods, would have greater confidence in 
themselves, would be freer to win fortune by their own Ijantds, 

1 For the best development of the whole idea of this paragraph and others 
In this connection, see Bagehot, Physics and Polilics, Chap. II. 
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instead of passively seeking it in the signs of the heavens or in 
the aspects of nearer nature; and so would he the surer con- 
querors of the earth. Keligioii and the family organization were 
for these early groups of kindred men the two indexes of charac- 
ter. In them was contained inferiority or superiority. The most 
serviceable customs won the day. 

Isolation, Stagnation. — Absolute isolation for any of these 
early groups would of course have meant stagnation; just as 
surely as contact with other groups meant war. The world, 
accordingly, abounds in stagnated nationalities ; for it is full of 
instances of isolation. The great caste nations are examples. It 
is, of course, only by a figure of speech that we can apeak of vast 
peoples like those of (Jhina and India as isolated, though it is 
scarcely a figure of speech to say that they are stagnated. Still 
in a very real sense even these populous nations were isolated. 
We may say, from what we discern of the movements of the 
nations from their original seats, that the races of China and 
India were the ' back-water ’ from the great streams of migration. 
Those great streams turned towards Europe and left these out- 
lying waters to subside at their leisure. In subsiding there was 
no little commotion amongst them. There were doubtless as 
many intertribal wars in tlie early history of China before the 
amalgamation of the vast kingdom as there have been in the his- 
tory of India. That same competition of custom with custom 
which took place elsewhere, also took place there. But the tribes 
which pressed into China Avere probably from the first much of a 
kind, with differing but not too widely contrasted customs, which 
made it possible for them to assume at a now very remote period 
a miiformity of religion and of social organization never known 
amongst the peoples that had gone to the West ; so that, before 
the history that the rest of the Avorld remembers had begun, 
China’s wall had shut her in to a safe stagnation of monotonous 
uniformity. The great Indian castes were similarly set apart in 
their vast peninsula by the gigantic mountains which piled them- 
selves between them and the rest of the continent. The later 
conquests Avhich China and India suffered at the hands of Oriental 
invaders resulted in mere overlordships, which changed the desti 
nation of taxes, but did not touch the forms of local custom. 
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Movement and Change in the West. — It is easy to imagine 
a rapid death-rate, or at least an incessant transformation, amongst 
the customs of those races which migrated and competed in the 
West. There was not only the contact with each other which 
jnecipitated war and settled the question of predominance between 
custom and custom ; there was also the slow but iiotent leaven 
of shifting scene and changing circumstance. The movement of 
the peoples was not the march of a host. It was only the slow 
progress of advancing races, its stages often centuries long, its 
delays fruitful of new habits and new aspirations. We have, 
doubtless, a type of what took place in those early days in the 
transformation of the Greeks after they had come down to the 
sea.' We can dimly see them licginning a new life there. Slowly 
they acquired familiarity with their new neighbor, the sea. They 
learned its moods. They imagined new gods breathing in it.s 
mild or storming in its tempestuous winds. They at length 
trusted themselves to its mercy in Iwats. The handling of boats 
made them sailors ; and, lured from island, to island across that 
inviting sea, they reached those later homes cd' their ra(!e in Asia 
hlinor. And they reached this new country changed men, tlieir 
hearts strengthened for bolder adventure, their hamls (juifik with 
a readier skill, their minds oijened to greater enthusiasms and en- 
riched with warmer imaginings, their whole nature i)rofoundly 
affected by contact with Father ilfigeus. 

Migration and Conquest. — And so, to a greater or less 
extent, it must have been with other races in their movements 
toward their final seats. Not only the changes of circiimstance 
and the exigencies of new conditions of life, but also the con- 
quests necessarily incident to those days of migration, must have 
worked great, though slow, alterations in national character. We 
know the Latins to have been of the same stock with the Greeks ; 
but by the time the Latins had reached Italy they were already 
radically different in habit, belief, and capacity from the Greeks, 
who had, by other routes, reached and settled Magna Grsecia. 
Conquest changes not only the conquered, but also the con- 
querors. Insensibly, it may be, but deeply, they are effected 
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by the character of the subdued or absorbed races. Norman does 
not merge with Saxon without getting Saxon blood into his own 
veins, and Saxon thoughts into his own head ; neither had Saxon 
overcome Gelt without being himself more or less tahen captive 
by Celtic superstition. And these are but historical instances of 
what must have been more or less characteristic of similar events 
in • prehistoric ’ times. 

Intertribal Imitation. — There must, too, have been among 
the less successful or only partially successful races a powerful 
tendency towards imitation constantly at work, — imitation of the 
institutions of their" more successful neighbors and rivals. Just 
as we see, in the histories of the Old Testament, frequent instances 
of peoples defeated by Jewish arms incontinently forsaking their 
own divinities and humbly commending themselves to the God 
of Israel, so must many another race, defeated or foiled in un- 
recorded wars, have forced themselves to learn the customs in 
order that they might equal the success of rival races. 

Individual Initiative and Imitation. — And this impulse 
towards imitation, powerful as between group and group, would 
of course, in times of movement and conquest, be even more 
potent amongst individual men. Such times would be rich with 
opportunity for those who had energy and enterprise. Many a 
great career could be carved out of the events of days of steady 
achievement. Men would, as pioneers in a new country or as 
leaders in war, be more or less freed from the narrow restrictions 
of hard and fast custom. They could be unconventional. Their 
individual gifts could have play. Each success would not only 
establish their right to be themselves, but would also raise up 
after them hosts of imitators. New types would find acceptance 
in the national life ; and so a new leaven would be introduced. 
Individual initiative would at last be permitted a voice, even as 
against immemorial custom. 

Institutional Changes : Choice of Bnlers. — It" is easy to see 
how, under the bracing influences of race competition, such forces 
of change would operate to initiate and hasten a progress towards 
the perfecting of institutions and the final abolition of slavery to 
habit. And it is no less plain to see how such forces of change 
would affect the constitution of government. It is evident that, 
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as has Leen said (p. 19), the patriarchal family did furnish the 
best campaigning materials, and that those races whose primitive 
organization was of this type did rapidly come to possess the 
most-corn peted-for ” parts of the earth. They did come to be 
the chief, the central races of history. But race aggregations, 
through concpiest or adoption, must have worked considerable 
changes in the political bearings of the patriarchal principle. 
The direct line of male descent from the reputed common pro- 
genitor of the race could hardly continue indefinitely to be ob- 
served in filling the chieftainship of the race. A distinct element 
of choice — of election — must have crept in at a very early j)eriod. 
The individual initiative of which I have spoken, contributed 
very powerfully to effect this change. The oldest male of the 
hitherto reigning family was no longer chosen as of course, but 
the wisest or the bravest. It was even open to the national 
choice to go upon occasion altogether outside this succession and 
choose a leader of force and resource from some other family. 

Hereditary replaced by Political magistracy. — Of course 
mere growth had much to do with these transformations. As 
tribes grew into nations, by all the processes of natural and 
artificial increase, all distinctness of mutual blood-relationship 
faded away. Direct common lines of descent became hopelessly 
obscured. Cross-kinships fell into inextricable confusion. Family 
government and race government became necessarily divorced, — 
differentiated. The state continued to be conceived as a Family ; 
but the headship of this huge and complex family ceased to be 
natural and became politlad. So soon as hereditary title was 
broken in upon, the family no longer dominated the state ; the 
state at last dominated the family. It often fell out that a son, 
absolutely subject to his father in the family, was by election 
made master of his father outside the family, in the state. Politi- 
cal had at least begun to grow away from domestic authority. 

Summary, — Enough has been said here to make plain the 
approaches to those systems of government with which we are 
familiar in the modern world. We can understand how custom 
crystallized about the primitive man ; how in the case of the ma- 
jority of mankind it preserved itself against all essential (£ange ; 
how with the favored minority of the race it was broken by war, 
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alterbd by imperative circumstance, modified by imitation, and 
infringed by individual initiative ; ho\v change resulted in prog- 
ress ; and how, at last, kinsmen became fellow-citizens. 
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NATURE AND FORMS OF GOVERNMENT 

Government rests upon Anthority and Force. — The es- 
sential characteristic of all government, whatever its form, is 
authority. There must in every instance be, on the one hand, 
governors, and, on the other, those who are governed. And the 
authority of governors, directly or indirectly, rests in all cases 
ultimately on /orce. Government, in its last analysis, is organ- 
ized force. Not necessarily or invariably organized armed force, 
but the will of a few men, of many men, or of a community pre- 
pared by organization to realize its own purposes with reference 
to the common affairs of the community ; organized, that is, to 
rule, to dominate. The machinery of government necessary to 
such an organization consists of instrumentalities fitted to 
enforce in the conduct of the common affairs of a community 
the will of the ruling men: the ruling minority, or the ruling 
majority. 

Not necessarily upon Obvious Force. — This is not, how- 
ever, to be interpreted too literally, or too narrowly. The force 
behind authority must not be looked for as if it were always to 
be seen or were always being exercised. That there is authority 
lodged with ruler or magistrate is in every case evident enough; 
but that that authority rests upon force is not always a fact upon 
the surface, and is therefore in one sense not always practically 
significant. In the case of any particular government, the force 
upon which the authority of its officers rests may never once for 
generations together take the shape of armed force. Happily 
there are in our own day many governments, and those among 
the most prominent, which seldom coerce their subjects, seeming 
in their tranquil, noiseless opeKitions to run of themselves. They 
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in a sense operate ■without the exercise of force. But there 
is force behind them none the less because it never shows itself. 
The better governments of our day, — those which rest, not upon 
the armed strength of governors, but upon the free consent of the 
governed, — are founded upon constitutions and laws whose 
source and sanction are the habit of communities. The force 
which they embody is not the force of a dominant dynasty or of 
a prevalent minority, but the force of an agreeing majority. 
And the overwhelming nature of this force is evident in tlie fact 
that the minority very seldom challenge its exercise. It is latent 
just because it is understood to be omnipotent. There is force 
behind the authority of the elected magistrate, no less than 
behind that of the usurping despot, a much greater force behind 
the President of the United States than behind an antooratic 
monarch. The difference lies in the display of coercive power. 

. Physical force is the prop of both, though in the one it is the 
. last, while in the other it is the first, resort. 

The Governing Force in Ancient and in Ifodern Society. 
— These elements of authority and force in government are quite 
plain to be seen in modern society, even when the constitution 
of that society is democratic ; but they are not so easily discover- 
able upon a first view in primitive society. It is common nowa- 
days when referring to the -affairs of the most progressive nations 
to speak of ‘government by public opinion,’ ‘government by the 
popular voice ’ ; and such phrases possibly describe sufficiently 
well the full-grown democratic systems. But no one intends such 
expressions to conceal the fact that the majority, which utters 
‘public opinion,’ does not prevail because the minority are con- 
vinced, but because they are outnumbered and have against them 
not the ‘popular voice ’ only, but the ‘popular power ’ as well, — 
that it is the potential might rather than the wisdom of the ma- 
jority which gives it its right to rule. When once majorities 
have learned to have opinions and to organize themselves for en- 
forcing them, they rule by virtue of power no less than do despots 
with standing armies or concerting minorities dominating unor- 
ganized majorities. But, though it was clearly opinion which 
I ruled in primitive societies, this conception of the mi^t of 
1 majorities hardly seems to fit our ideas of primitive systems of 
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government. What shall we say of them in connection with our 
present analysis of government? They were neither democracies 
in which the will of majorities chose the ways of government, 
nor despotisms, in which the will of an individual controlled, nor 
oligarchies, in which the purposes of a minority prevailed. 

' Where shall we place the force which lay behind the authority 
exercised under them? Was the power of the father in the patri- 
archal family power of arm, mere domineering strength of will? 
What was the force that sustained the authority of the tribal 
chieftain or of that chief of chiefs, the king? That authority 
was not independent of the consent of those over whom it was 
exercised; and yet it was not formulated by that consent. That 
eonsent may be said to have been involuntary, hibred. It was 
born of the habit of the race. It was congenital. It consisted 
of a custom and tradition, moreover, which bound the chief no 
less than it bound his subjects. He might no more transgress the 
unwritten law of the race than might the humblest of his fellow- 
tribesmen. He was governed scarcely less than they were. All 
were under bondage to strictly prescribed ways of life. Where, 

■ then, lay the force which sanctioned the authority of chief and 
; sub-chief and father in this society? Not in the will of the 
ruler: that was bound by the prescriptions of custom. Not in 
the popular choice: over that too the law of custom reigned. 

The Force of the Common Will in Ancient Society. — The 
real residence of force in such societies as these can be most easily 
discovered if we look at them under other circumstances. Nations 
still under the dominion of customary law have within historical 
times been conquered by alien conquerors ; but in no such case 
did the will of the conqueror have free scope in regulating the 
affairs of the conquered. Seldom did it have any scope at all. 
The alien throne was maintained by force of arms, and taxes were 
mercilessly wrung from the subject populations ; but never did 
the despot venture to change the customs of the conquered land. 
Its native laws he no more dared to toucli than would a prince of 
the dynasty which he had displaced. He dared not play with 
the forces latent in the prejudices, the fanaticism of his subjects. 
He Knew that those forces were volcanic, and that no prop of 
armed men could save his throne from overthrow and destruction 
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shoulil they once break forth. He really hail no authority to 
govern, but only a power to despoil, — for the idea of government 
is inseparable from the coueeptioii of legal regulation. If, there- 
fore, in the light of such cases, we conceive the throne of such a 
society as occupied by some native prince whose authority rested 
upon the laws of his country, it is plain to see that the real force 
upon which authority rests under a government so constituted is 
after all the force of public opinion, in a sense hardly less vividly 
real than if we spoke of a modern democracy. The law inheres 
in the common will : and it is that law upon which the authority 
of the prince is founded. He rules according to the common 
will ; for that will is, that immemorial custom be inviolably ob- 
served. The force latent in that common will both backs and 
limits his authority. 

Public Opinion, Ancient and blodern. — The fact that the 
public opinion of such societies made no deliberate choice of laws 
or constitutions need not confuse the analogy between that public 
opinion and our own. Our own aj)proval of the government under 
which we live, though doubtless conscious and in a way voluntary, 
is largely hereditary, — is largely an inbred and inculcated apprO’ 
bation. There is a large amount of mere drijl in it. Conformity 
to what is establislied is much the easiest habit in opinion. Our 
constructive choice even in our own governments, under which 
there is no divine canon against change, is limited to modifica- 
tions. The generation that saw our federal system established 
may have imagined tliemsclves out-of-hand creators, originators 
of government ; but we of tliis generation have taken what was 
given us, and are not controlled by laws altogether of our own 
making. Our constitutional life was made for us long ago. We 
are like primitive men in the public opinion which preserves; 
though unlike them in the public opinion which alters our insti- 
tutions. Their stationary common thought contained the generic 
forces of government no less than does our own progressive public 
thought. 

The True Nature of Government. — What, then, in the 
last analysis, is the nature of government? If it rests j^pon 
authority and force, but upon authority rvliich depends upon the 
acquiescence of the general will and upon force suppressed, 
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latent, withheld except under extraordinary circumstances, what 
principle lies behind these phenomena, at the heart of govern- 
ment? The answer is hidden in the nature of Society itself. 
Society is in no sense artificial; it is as truly natural as the 
individual man himself. As Aristotle said, man is by nature 
a social animal ; his social function is as normal with him as is 
his individual function. Society, therefore, is compounded of 
the common habit and is an evolution of experience, an interlaced 
growth of tenacious relationships, a compact, living whole, 
structural, nut mechanical. 

Oovemment an Organ of Society. — Government is 
merely the executive organ of society, the organ through which 
its habit acts, through which its will becomes operative, through 
which it adapts itself to its emdronment and works out for itself 
a more effective life. There is clear reason, therefore, why the 
disciplinary action of society ujron the individual is exceptional ; 
clear reason also why the power of the despot must recognize 
certain ultimate limits and bounds ; and clear reason why sudden 
or violent changes of government lead to equally violent and 
often fatal reactions and revolutions. It is only the exceptional 
individual who is not held fast to the common habit 'of social 
duty and comity. The despot’s power, like the potter’s, is 
i limited by the characteristics of the materials in which he works, 
; of the society which he manipulates ; and change which roughly 
breaks with the common thought will lack the sympathy of that 
thought, will ])rovoke its opposition, and will inevitably be 
crushed by that opposition. Society can be changed only by 
evolution, and revolution is the antipode of evolution. The 
public order is preserved because order inheres in the character 
of society. 

The Forms of Government: their Significance. — The 

forms of government do not afl'ect the essence of government : 
the bayonets of the tyrant, the quick concert and superior force 
of an organized minority, the latent force of a self-governed 
majority, — all these depend upon the character and develop- 
meni of the community. “The obedience of the subject to the 
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sovereign has its root not in contract but in force, — the force 
of the sovereign to punish disobedience ” ; * but that force must 
be backed by the general habit (pages 77, SO). The forms 
of government are, nevertheless, in every way most important 
to be observed, for the. very reason that they express the char- 
acter of government, and indicate its history. They exhibit the 
stages of political development, and make clear the necessary 
constituents and ordinary purposes of government, historically 
considered. They illustrate, too, the sanctions upon which it 
rests. 

Aristotle’s Analysis of the Forms of Government. — It has 

been common for writers on politics in speaking of the several 
forms of government to rewrite Aristotle, and it is not easy to 
depart from the practice. For, although Aristotle’s enumeration 
was not quite exhaustive, ai\d although his descriptions will not 
quite fit modern types of government, his enumeration still serves 
as a most excellent frame on which to hang an exposition of the 
forms of government, and his descriptions at least furnish points 
of contrast between ancient and modern governments by observ- 
ing which we can the more clearly understand the latter. 

Aristotle considered Monarchy, Aristocracy, and De- 
mocracy (Ochlocracy) the three standard forms of government. 
The first he defined as the rule of One, the second as the rule of 
the Few, the third as the rule of the Many.® Off against these 
standard and, so to say, healthful forms he set their degenerate 
shapes. Tyranny he conceived to be the degenerate shape of 
Monarchy, Oligarchy the degenerate shape of Aristocracy, and 
Anarchy (or mob-rule) the degenerate shape of Democracy. His 
observation of the political world about him led him to believe 
that there was in every case a strong, an almost inevitable, ten- 
dency for the pure forms to sink into the degenerate. 

The Cycle of Degeneracy and Eevolution. — He outlined 
a cycle of degeneracies and revolutions through which, as he 
conceived, every State of long life was apt to pass. His idea 
was this. The natural first form of government for every state 

1 John Morley, Rousseau, Vol. II., p. 184. m 

2 Not of the absolute majority, as we .shall see presently when contraatinp 
ancient and modern democracy (secs. 1403, 1400). 
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would be the rule of a monarch, of a single strong man with 
\! supreme power. This monarch would usually hand on his king- 
dom to his children. They might confidently be expected to for- 
get those pledges and those views of the public good which had 
bound and guided him. TJieir rule would sink into tyranny. 
At length their tyranny would meet its decisive check at 
some Eunnymede. There would be revolt; and the princely 
leaders of revolt, taking government into their own hands, would 
set up an Aristocracy. But aristocracies, though often public- 
spirited and just in their youth, always decline, in their later 
years, into a dotage of selfish oligarchy. Oligarchy is even more 
hateful to civil liberty, is even a graver hindrance to healthful 
civil life than tyranny. A class bent upon subserving only their 
own interests can devise injustice in greater variety than can a 
single despot: and their insolenee is always quick to goad the 
many to hot revolution. To this revolution succeeds Democracy. 
But Democracy too has its old age of degeneracy, — an old age in 
which it loses its early respect for law, its first amiability of 
mutual concession. It breaks out into license and Anarchy, and 
none but a Csesar can bring it back to reason and order. The 
cycle is completed. The throne is set up again, and a new series 
of deteriorations and revolutions begins. 

STodem Contrasts to the Aristotelian Porms of Govern- 
ment. — The confirmations of this view furnished by the history 
of Europe since the time of Aristotle have been striking and 
numerous enough to render it still oftentimes convenient as a 
scheme by Avbicb to observe the course of political history even 
in our own days. But it is still more instructive to contrast the 
later facts of political development with this ancient exposition 
of the laws of iiolitics. Observe, then, the differences between 
modern and ancient types of government, and the likelihood that 
the historian of the future, if not of the present and the imme- 
diate past, will have to record more divergencies from the cycle 
of Aristotle than correspondences with it. 

The Modern Absolute Monarchy. — In the vast absolute 
Monarchies which have grown up in Europe since Aristotle, it 
is evident that the modem monarch, if he be indeed monarch, has 
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a much ileeper and wider reacli of power than had the ancient 
monarcli. The monarch of our day is a Legislator; the ancient 
monarch was not. Antique society may be said hardly to have 
known what legislation was. Custom was for it the law of pub- 
lic as well as of private life: and custom could not be enacted. 
At any rate ancient monarchies were not legislative. The des- 
pot issued edicts, — imperative commands covering particular 
cases or aifecting particular individuals: the Bomau emperors 
were among the first to in-omulgate ‘constitutions,’ — general 
rules of law to bt' applied universally. The modern despot can 
do more even than that. He can regulate by his command pub- 
lic affairs not only but private as well, — • can even upset local 
custom and bring all his subjects under uniform legislative con- 
trol. Nor is he in the least bound to observe his own laws. A 
word, — and that his own word, — Avill set them aside: a word 
will abolish, a word restore, them. He is absolute over his sub- 
[l jects not only, — ancient despots were that, — but over all laws 
\\also, — which no ancient desiiot was. 

Of course these statements are meant to be taken with certain 
important limitations. Tiie modem despot as well as the ancient is bound 
by the liabit of ids people, lie may chiingo laws, but lie may not cliauge 
life as easily ; and tiie national tiuditions and national character, tlie 
rural and commercial liabit of his kingdom, bind liim very absolutely. 
Tiie limitation is not often felt by the monarch, simply because lie has 
. himself been bred iu llic atmo.sphere of tiie national life and unconsciously 
'■couforins to it. 

The Hodem Uonarchy usually ‘Limited.’ — But the 
absolute monarcliy is abnormal iu the liurope of to-day, as 
abnormal as that of the Turk, — a belated example of those 
crude forms of politics whicii the rest of ISnrope has outgrown. 
Turning to the other monarchies of to-day, it is at once plain 
that they present the strongest contrast possible to any absolute 
monarchy ancient or modern. In Europe, with the exception of 
Germany they are ‘limited’ by the resolutions of a popular 
parliament.’ The peojile have a di.stinct and often au imperative 
voice in the conduct of public affairs. ^ 

Is Monarchy now succeeded by Aristocracy 1 — And what 
is to be said of Aristotle’s cycle in connection with modern mon- 

’ The • popular' paiTiaiiieiil. the Keieh.-itag, iu Uermaiiy, has no real power 
to ‘limit’ the aulocialio Kaiser. 
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archies? Does any one suppose it possible that when the des- 
potism of the Czar falls it will be succeeded by an aristocracy; 
or that when the modified authority of the emperors of Austria 
and Germany or the king of Italy still further exchanges sub- 
stance for shadow, a limited class will succeed to the reality of 
power? Is there any longer any place between Monarchy and 
Democracy for Aristocracy? Has it not been crowded out ? 

English and Ancient Aristocracy contrasted. — Indeed, 
since the extension of the franchise in England to the working 
classes, no example of a real Aristocracy is left in the modern 
world. At the beginning of the nineteenth century the govern- 
ment of England, called a ‘ limited monarchy,’ was in reality an 
Aristocracy. Parliament and the entire administration of the 
kingdom were in the hands of the classes having wealth or nobility. 
The members of the House of Lords and the Grown together con- 
trolled a majority of the seats in the House of Commons. England 
I was ‘represented’ by her upper classes almost exclusively. That 
Aristocracy has been set aside by the Eeform Bills of 1832, 
1867, 1885, and 1918 ; but it is worth while to look back to it, in 
order to contrast a modern type of Aristocracy with those ancient 
aristocracies which were present to the mind of Aristotle. An 
ancient Aristocracy constituted the State; the English aristocracy 
merely controlled the State. Under the widest citizenship known 
jeven to ancient democracy less than half the adult male subjects 
jof the State shared the franchise. The ancient Democracy itself 
1 was a government by a minority. The ancient Aristocracy was 
a government by a still narrower minority; and this narrow 
minority monopolized office and power not only, but citizenship 
as well. There were no citizens but they. They were the State. 

' Every one else existed for the State, only they were part of it. 
In England the case was very different. There the franchise 
was not confined to the aristocrats; it was only controlled by 
them. Nor did the aristocrats of England consider themselves 
the whole of the State. They were quite conscious, — and quite 
content, — that they had the State virtually in their possession; 
but they looked upon themselves as holding it in trust for the 
people of Great Britain. Their legislation was in fact class 
legislation, oftentimes of a very narrow sort; but they did not 
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think that it vras. They regarded their rule as eminently advan- 
tageous to the kingdom ; and they unquestionably had, or tried 
to have, the real interests of the kingdom at heart. They led the 
State, but did not constitute it. 

Present and Future Prevalence of Democracy. — If 
Aristocracy seems about to disappear, Democracy seems about 
universally to prevail. Ever since the rise of popular education 
in the last century has assured a thinking weight to the masses 
of the people everywhere, the advance of democratic opinion and 
the spread of democratic institutions have been most marked 
and most significant. They have destroyed almost all pure forms 
of Monarchy and Aristocracy by introducing into them im- 
perative forces of popular thought and the concrete institutions 
of i^opular representation ; and they promise to reduce politics 
to a single form by excludmg all other governing forces and 
institutions but those of a wide suffrage and a democratic repre- 
sentation, — by reducing all forms of government to Democracy. 

Differences of Form between Ancient and Modem 
Democracies. — The differences of form to be observed between 
ancient and modern Democracies are wide and important. 
Ancient Democracies were ‘ immediate,’ while ours are ‘ mediate,’ 
that is to say, representative. Ever^- citizen of the Athenian 
State, — to take that as a type, — had a right to appear and vote 
in proper person in the popular assembly, and in those com- 
mittees of that assemblj- which acted as criminal courts j the 
modern voter votes for a rejjresentative who is to sit for him in 
the popular chamber, — he himself has not even the right of 
entrance there. This idea of representation, — even the idea of a 
vote by proxy, — was hardly known to the ancients ; but among 
us it is all-pervading.i Even the elected magistrate of an ancient 
iDemocracy was not looked upon as a representative of his fellow- 
icitizens. He was the State, so far as his functions went, and so 
long as his term of office lasted. He could break through all 
law 'or custom, if he dared. It was only when his tewn had 
expired and he was again a private citizen that he could be 
called to account. There was no impeachment while in^ffice. 
To our thought all elected to office, — whether Presidents, 

1 Where the initiative ami referendum have been introduced, the electora 
vote directly upon law.s, but tlie representative system lias been continued. 
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ministers, or legislators, — are representatives. The limitations 
as to the size of the State involved in ancient practices and 
conceptions is obvious. A State in which all citizens are also 
legislators must of necessity be small. The modern representa- 
tive State has no such limitation. It may cover a continent. 

Nature of Democracy, Ancient and Modern. — The 
differences of nature to be observed between ancient and mod- 
ern Democracies are no less wide and important. The ancient 
Democracy was a class government. As already pointed out, 
it was only a broader Aristocracy. Its franchise was at widest 
an exclusive privilege, extending only to a minority. There 
were slaves under its heel; there were even freedmen who 
could never hope to enter its citizenship. Class subordination 
was of the essence of its constitution. From the modern Demo- 
cratic State, on the other hand, both slavery and class subordina- 
tion are excluded as inconsistent with its theory, not only, but. 
more than that, as antagonistic to its very being. Its citizenship 
is as wide as its native population; its suffrage as wide as its 
qualified citizenship, — it knows no non-citizen class. And 
there is still another difference between the Democracy of 
Aristotle and the Democracy of Tocqueville and Bentham. The 
citizens of the former lived for the State ; the citizen of the 
latter lives for himself, and the State is for him. The modern 
Democratic State exists for the sake of the individual ; the indi- 
vidual, in Greek conception, lived for the State. The ancient 
State recognized no personal rights, — all rights were State 
rights; the modern State recognizes no State rights which are 
independent of personal rights. 

Growth of the Democratic Idea. — In making the last 
statement embrace ‘ the ancient State ’ irrespective of kind and 
‘ the modern State,’ of whatever form, I have pointed out what 
may be taken as the cardinal difference between all the ancient 
forms of government and all the modern. It is a difference 
which I have already stated in another way. The democratic 
idea has penetrated more or less deeply all the advanced systems 
of government, and has penetrated them in consequence of that 
change of thought which has given to the individual an impor- 
tance quite independent of his membership of a State. I ean 
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here only indicate the historical steps of that change of thought; 
I cannot go at any length into its causes. 

Subordination of the Individual in the Ancient State. — 
We have seen that, in the history of i)olitical societj', if vre have 
read that history aright, the rights of government, — the magis- 
tracies and subordinations of kinship, — antedate what we now- 
call the rights of the individual. A man was at first nobody in 
himself ; he was only the kinsman of .somebody else. The father 
himself, or the chief, commanded only because of priority in 
kinship: to that all rights of all men were relative. Society was 
the unit; the individual the fraction. Man existed for society.. 
He was all his life long in tutelage; only society was old enough 
to take charge of itself. The State was the only Individual. 

Individualism of Christianity and Teutonic Institu- 
tions. — There was no essential change in this idea for centu- 
ries. Through all the developments of goverumeut down to the 
time of the rise of the Koman Empire the State continued, in 
the conception of the western nations at least, to eclipse the 
individual. Private rights had no standing as against the State. 
Subsequently many influences combined to break in upon this 
immemorial conception. Chief among these influences were 
Christianity and the institutions of the German conquerors of 
the fifth century. Christianity gave each jnan a magistracy over 
himself by insisting upon his personal, individual responsibility 
to God. For right living, at any rate, each man was to have only 
his own conscience as a guide. In these deepest matters there 
must be for the Christian an individuality which no claim of his 
State upon him could rightfully be suffered to infringe. The 
German nations brought into the Romanized and p.artially Chris- 
tianized world of the fifth century an individuality of another 
sort, — the idea of allegiance to individuals (p. 101). Perhaps 
their idea that each man had a money-value which must be paid 
by any one who might slay him also contributed to the process of 
making men units instead of State fractions ; but their idea of 
personal allegiance played the more prominent part in the trans- 
formation of society which resulted from their western conquests 
The Roman knew no allegiance save allegiance to his State. He 
swore fealty to his imperalor as to an embodiment of that State, 
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not as to an individual. The Teuton, on the other hand, bound 
himself to his leader by a bond of personal service which the 
Eoman either could not understand or understood only to despise. 
There were, therefore, individuals in the German State: great 
chiefs or warriors with a following (comitatus) of devoted volun- 
teers ready to die for them in frays not directed by the State, but 
of their own provoking (pages 96-97). There was with all 
German tribes freedom of individual movement and combination 
within the ranks. When the German settled down as master 
amongst the Romanized populations of western and southern 
Europe, his thought was led captive by the conceptions of the 
Roman law, as all subsequent thought that has known it has 
been, and his habits were much modified by those of his new 
subjects ; but this strong element of individualism was not 
destroyed by the contact. It lived to constitute one of the chief 
features of the Feudal System. 

The Transitional Feudal System. — The Feudal System 
was made up of elaborate gradations of personal allegiance. 
The only State possible under that system was a disintegrate 
state embracing, not a unified jjeople, but a nation atomized into 
its individual elements. A king there might be, but he was lord, 
not of his people, but of his barons. He was himself a baron also, 
and as such had many a direct subject pledged to serve him ; but 
as king the barons Avere his only direct subjects ; and the barons 
Avere heedful of their allegiance to him only Avhen he could make 
it to their interest to be so, or their peril not to be. They Averc 
the kings of the people, avIio owed direct allegiance to them 
alone, and to the king only through them. Kingdoms were only 
, greater baronies, baronies lesser kingdoms. One small part of 
,the people served one baron, another part served another baron. 
:As a whole they served no one master. They were not a whole : 
they were jarring, disconnected segments of a nation. Every 
man had his OAvn lord, and antagonized every one who had not 
the same lord as he (pages 103-109). 

Rise of the Modem State. — Such a system was fatal to 
peace^and good government, but it cleared the way for the rise 
of the modern State by utterly destroying the old conceptions. 
T he S tate..of the ancients had been an entity in itself, — an entity 
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to which the entity of the individual was altogether subordinate. 
The Feudal State was merely an aggregation of individuals, — 
a loose bundle of separated series of men knowing few common 
aims or actions. It not only had no actual unity: it had no 
thought of unity. National unity came at last, — in France, for 
instance, by the subjugation of the barons by the king (page 115); 
in England by the joint effort of people and barons against the 
throne, — but when it came it was the ancient unity with a differ- 
ence. Men were no longer State fractions ; they had become 
State integers. The State seemed less like a natural, and more 
like a deliberately organized association. Personal allegiance to 
kings had everywhere taken the place of native membership of 
a body politic. Men were now subjects, not citizens. 

Benaissance and Reformation. — Presently came the 
thirteenth century with its wonders of 2 )ersonal adventure and 
individual enterprise in discovery, piracy, and trade. Follow- 
ing hard upon these, the Renaissance woke men to a philosophi- 
cal study of their surroundings, — and above all of their long- 
time unquestioned systems of thought. Then arose Luther to 
reiterate the almost forgotten truths of the individuality of men’s 
consciences, the right of individual judgment. Ere long the new 
thoughts had penetrated to the masses of the people. Reformers 
had begun to cast aside their scholastic weapons and come down 
to the common folk about them, talking their own vulgar tongue 
and craving their acquiescence in the new doctrines of deliver- 
ance from mental and spiritual bondage to Pope or Schoolman. 
National literatures were born. Thought had broken away from 
its exclusion in cloisters and universities and had gone out to 
challenge the people to a use of their own minds. By using their 
Jminds, the people gradually put away the childish things of their 
days of ignorance, and began to claim a part in affairs. Finally, 
systematized popular education has completed the story. Nations 
are growing up into manhood. Peoples are becoming old enough 
to govern themselves. 

The Modern Force of Majorities. — It is thus no acci- 
dent, but the outcome of great permanent causes, that ther^is no 
more to be found among the civilized races of Europe any sat- 
isfactory example of Aristotle’s Monarchies and Aristocracies. 



40 


NATUKE I^OEMS OF GOVERNMENT. 


The force of modern governments is not now often the force of 
minorities. It is getting to he more and more the force of majori- 
ties. The sanction of every rule not founded upon sheer military 
despotism is the consent of a thinking people. Military despot- 
isms are now seen to he necessarily ephemeral. Only monarchs 
who are revered as seeking to serve their subjects are any longer 
safe upon their thrones. Monarchies exist only hy democratic 
consent. 

Ifew Character of Society. — And, more than that, the 
result has heen to give to society a new integration. The com- 
mon hahit is now operative again, not in acquiescence and suh- 
mission merely, hut in initiative and progress as well. Society 
is not the miity it once was, — its members are given freer play, 
fuller opportunity for origmation; but its unified character is 
again prominent. It is the ItTiole which has emerged from 
the disintegration of feudalism and the specialization of abso- 
lute monarchy. The Whole, too, has become self-conscious, and 
by becoming self-directive has set out upon a new course of 
development. 
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What are the Funotions of QoTernment? — The question 
has its own difRculties and complexities : it cannot be answered 
out of hand and by the list, as the physiologist might answer the 
question, What are the functions of the heart ? In its nature. 
government is one, but in its life it is many : there are govern- 
ments ajK^gqvernments. 'When asked, therefore, 'What are the 
functions of government? we must ask in return, Of what gov- 
ernment ? Different states have different conceptions of their 
duty, and so undertake dift'erent things. Tliey have had their 
own peculiar origins, their own characteristic histories ; circum- 
stance has moulded them; necessity, interest, or caprice has 
variously guided them. Some have lingered near those primitive 
institutions which all once knew and upheld together ; others 
have quite forgotten that man ever had a political childhood and 
are now old in comjilex practices of national self-government. 

The Nature of the Qiuestion. — It is imyiortant to notice 
at the outset that this is in one as])cct obviously a simple question 
of fact; and yet there is another phase of it, in which it becomes 
as evidently a question of opinion. The distinction is important 
because over and over again the question 'of fact has been con- 
founded with that very widely different question, IVItat ought the 
functions of government to he 7 The two questions should be kept 
entirely separate in treatment. Under no circumstances may we 
instructively or safely begin with the question of opinion : the 
answer to the question of fact is the indispensable foundation of 
all sound reasoning concerning government, which is at all points 
based upon experience rather than upon theory. The facts of 
government mirror the principles of government in operation. 
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II What government does must arise from what government is: 
!/and what government is must determine what government ought 
'j to do. 

Classification. — It will contribute to clearness of thought 
to observe the functions of government in two groups, I. The 
Constituent Functions, II. The Ministrant. Under the Constitu- 
ent I would place that usual category of governmental function, 
the protection of life, liberty, and property, together with all 
'other functions that are necessary to the civic organization of 
society, — functions which are not optional with governments, 
even in the eyes of strictest laissez fairs, — which are indeed 
the very bonds of society. Under the Ministrant I would range 
' those other functions (such as education, posts and telegraphs, 
and the care, say, of forests) which are undertaken, not by way 
I of governing, but by way of advancing the general interests of 
i society, — functions which are optional, being necessary only 
according to standards of convenience or expediency, and not 
according to standards of existence ; functions which assist witli- 
out constituting social organization. 

Of course this classification is based primarily upon objective 
and practical distinctions and cannot claim philosophic complete- 
. ness. There may be room for question, too, as to whether some 
of the functions which I class as Ministrant might not quite as 
properly have been considered Constituent; but I must here 
simply act upon my own conclusions without rearguing them, 
acknowledging by the way that the line of demarcation is not 
always pei-fectly clear. 

“ The admitted functions of government,” said Mr. Mill, “ em- 
brace a much wider field than can easily be included within the 
ring-fence of any restrictive definition, and it is hardly possible 
to find any ground of justification common to them all, except the 
comprehensive one of general expediency.” 

I. The Constituent Functions : 

(1) Tim keeping of order and providing for the pr otection of 
pe rsons and property from tHoIptip p. ann 
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(2) The fixing of the legal relations between man and wife and 

between parents and children. 

(3) The regulation of the holding, transmission, and interohmge 

of property, and the determination of its liabilities for 
debt or for crime. 

(4) The determination of contract rights between individuals. 
v/(5) The definition and punishment of crime. 

\/(6) The administration of justice in civil causes. 

(7) The determination of the political duties, privileges, and 
relations of citizens. 

w/^8) Dealings of the state with foreign power s : th e preservat ion 
oi the state from external dang er or encroachment and 
the advanceme nt of its international inter ests. 

I These will all be recognized as functions which persist under 
ievery form of government. 

II. The Ministrant Functions. — It is hardly possible to 
give a complete list of those functions which I have called Minis- 
trant, so various are they under different systems of government. 
The following partial list will suffice, however, for the purposes 
of the present discussion : 

i/(l) T he regulation of trade and indus try. Under this head I 
would include the coinag e of money and the establish- 
ment of s tandard weig hts and measu res, laws against 
f orestalling and engross ing, the licensing of tra des, etc., 
as well as the great matter of tariffs, n avigation laws , 
and the like. 

^(2) The re gulation of labo r. 

^(3) The maintenance of tho roughfar es, — including state ma n- 
a gem e nt of railwa ys and that great group of undertak- 
ings which we embrace within the comprehensive term 
, ‘ Internal Improvements.’ 

^(4) The maintenance of postal and telegraph systems, which is 
very similar in principle to (3). 

(5) The m anufacture an d di stribution of gas, the maintena nce 

o f water-work s^, tc. ^ 

v^(6) Sanitation, including the regulation of trades for sanitary 
purposes. 
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•/(7) Education. 

y(8) Care of tlie poor and incapable. 

^(9) Care and cultivation of forests and like matters, sucb as the 
stocking of rivers with fish. 

J (10) Sumptuary laws, such as ‘ prohibition ’ laws, for example. 

These are all functions which, in one shape or another, 
all governments alike have undertaken. Changed conceptions of 
the nature and duty of the state have arisen, issuing from changed 
historical conditions and deeply altered historical circumstances ; 
and part of the change which has thus affected the idea of the 
state has been a change in the method and extent of the exei- 
cise of governmental functions ; but changed conceptions have 
left the functions of government' in kind the same. Diversities 
of conception are very much more marked than diversities of 
practice. 

History of Governmental Pnnction ; Province of the An- 
cient State. — Xotable contrasts both of theory and of practice sepiir 
rate governments of the ancient omnipotent type from governments 
of the modern constitutional type. The ancient State, standing 
very near, as it did, in its thought, to that time, still more remote, 
when the State was the Kin, knew nothing of individual rights as 
contrasted with the rights of the state. “ The nations of Italy,” 
says Mommsen, “ did not merge into that of Rome more completely 
than the single Roman burgess merged in the Roman community.” 
And Greece was not a whit behind Rome in the absoluteness 
with which she held the subordination of the individual to the 
state. 

Tlii.s thought is strikingl 3 ' visible in the writings of Plato and 
Aristotle, not only in what they saj", but also, and even more, in 
what they do not saj'. The ideal Reimblic of which Plato dreams 
is t o prescribe_t ^° uriini.^ life of its citi zens ; but there is no sug- 
gestion that it is to lie set up under cover of any new conception 
as to what the state may legitimately do, — it is only to make 
novel experiments in legislation under the old conception. And 
Aristotle’s objection to the utopian projects of his master is not 
that they would be socialistic (as we should say), but merely that 
they would be unwise. He does not fear that in such a republic 
the public power would prove to have been exalted too high ; but. 
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speaking to the i)olicy of the thing, he foresees tliat the citizens 
would be poor and unhappy. The state may do what it will, but 
let it be wise in what it does. There is no one among the Greeks 
to deny that it is the duty of the state to make its citizens happy 
and prosperous ; nay, to legislate them happy, if legislation may 
create fair skies and a kind fortune ; the only serions (quarrel 
concerns the ipestion, What laws are to be tried to this end ? 

Boman Conception of Private Bights . — liomaii principles, 
though equally extreme, were in some respects differently east. 
That superior capacity for the development of law, which made 
the Eomans singular among the nations of antiquity, showed 
itself in res^ject of the functions of government in a more distinct 
division between public and private rights than obtained, in the 
polity of the Greek cities. An examination of the conception of 
the state held in Eome reveals the singular framework of her 
society. The Eoinau family did not suffer that complete absorp- 
tion into the City which so early overtook the Greek family. 
Private rights were not individual rights, hut family rig hts : and 
family rights did not so much curtail as supplement the powers 
of the community. The family was an indestructible organ of 
the state. The father of a family, or the head of a gens, was in a 
sense a member of the official hierarchy of the City, — as the king, 
or his counterpart the consid, was a greater father. There was no 
distinction of princijde between the power of king or consul and 
the power of a father ; it was a mere difference of sphere, a divi- 
sion of functions. 

A son was, for instonce, in some things exempt from the author- 
ity of the City oiiiy because lie was in tlio.se things still .subject, because 
bis father still lived, to the dominion of that original state, the family. 
There was not in Rome that separation of the son from the family at 
majority which characterizes the Greek polity, as it now characterizes 
our own. The father continued to be a ruler, an hereditary state officer, 
within the original sphere of the family life, the large spliere of individual 
privilege and property. 

This essential unity of state and family furnishes us 
with the theoretic measure of state fuuctions in Eom^ The 
Eoman burgess was subordinated, not to the public authority 
exactly, but rather to the public order, to the conservative in- 
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tegrity of the community. He was subject to a law which 
embodied the steady, unbroken habit of the State-family. He 
Was not dominated, but merged. 

Powers of the Roman Senate. — The range of state power 
in ancient times, as a range broken only by limits of habit and con- 
venience, is well illustrated in the elastic functions of the Roman Senate 
during the period of the Republic. With an unbroken life which kept 
it conscious of every tradition and familiar with every precedent ; with 
established standards of tested experience and cautious expediency, it was 
able to direct the movements of the compact society at whose summit it 
sat, as the brain and consciousness direct the movements of the human 
body ; and it is evident from the freedom of its discussions and the 
frequency of its action upon interests of every kind, whether of public 
or of private import, that the Roman state, as typified in its Senate, was 
in its several branches of family, tribe, and City, a single undivided 
whole, and that its prerogatives were limited by nothing save religious 
observance and fixed habit. Of that individual liberty which we cherish 
it knew nothing. 

Government the Embodiment of Society. — As little was 
there in Greek politics any seed of the thought which would 
limit the sphere of governmental action by principles of inalien- 
able individual rights. Both in Greek and in Roman conception 
government was as old as society, — was indeed nothing less 
than the express image and embodiment of society. In govern- 
ment society lived and moved and had its being. Society and 
government were one, in some such sense as the spirit and 
body of man are one : it was through government, as through 
mouth and eyes and limbs, that society realized and gave effect 
to its life. Society’s prejudices, habits, superstitions, did 
indeed command the actions of government ; but only because 
society and government were one and the same, not because they 
were distinct aud the one subordinate to the other. In plain 
terms, the functions of government had no limits of principle, 
but only certain limits of wont aud convenience, and the object 
of administration was nothing less than to help society on to all 
its ends : to speed and facilitate all social undertakings. So far as 
full cRizens of the state were concerned, Greek and Roman alike 
was what we should call a socialist ; though he was too much in the 
world of affairs and had too keen an appreciation of experience, 
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too keen a sense of the sane and possible, to attempt the Utopias 
of which the modem socialist dreams, and with which the ancient 
citizen’s own writers sometimes amused him. He bounded his 
politics by common sense, and so dispensed with ‘ tlie rights of 
man.’ 

i/' Feudalism: Functions of dovernment Functions of Pro- 
prietorship. — Individual rights, after having been first heralded 
in the religious world by the great voice of Christianity, broke 
into the ancient political world in the person of the Teuton. But 
the new polities which the invader brought with him was not 
destined to establish at once democratic equality: that was a 
work reserved for the transformations of the modern world 
During the Middle Ages, government, as we conceive it, may 
be said to have suffered eclipse. lu the Feudal System the 
constituent elements of government fell away from each other. 
Society was drawn back to something like its original family 
groups. Conceptions of government narrowed themselves to 
small territorial connections. Men became sovereigns in their 
I own right by virtue of owning land in their own right. There 
1 was no longer any conception of nations or societies as wholes. 
Union there was none, but only interdependence. Allegiance 
bowed, not to law or to fatherhood, but to ownership. The 
functions of government under such a system were simply the 
functions of proprietorship, of command and obedience : “ I say 
unto one, Go, and he goeth ; and to another,# Come, and he 
cometh; and to my servant. Do this, and he doeth it.” The 
public function of the baron was to keep peace among his liege- 
men, to see that their properties w'ere enjoyed according to the 
custom of the manor (if the manor had been suffered to acquire 
custom on any point), and to exact fines of them for all privi- 
leges, whether of marrying, of coming of age, or of making a 
will. The baronial conscience, bred in cruel, hardening times, 
was the only standard of justice; the baronial power the only 
conclusive test of prerogative. 

This was between baron and vassal. Between baron 
and baron the only bond was_a nominal common allegiancwto a 
^ distant king, who was himself only a greater baron. For the 
1 rest there was no government, but only diplomacy and warfare. 
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Government lived ■where it could and as it could, and -was for 
the most part divided out piecemeal to a thousand petty holders. 
Armed feuds ■were the usual processes of iustioe. 

The Feudal Uoilarchy. — The monarchy ■which gre^w 
out of the ruins of this disintegrate system concentrated au- 
thority without much changing its character. The old idea, 
born of family origins, that government was but the active au- 
thority of society, the magistrate hut society’s organ, bound by 
society’s immemorial laws, had passed utterly away, and govern- 
ment had become the personal possession of one man. The 
ruler did not any longer belong to the state; the state belonged 
to him : he was himself the state, as the rich man may be said to 
he his possessions. The Greek or Eoman official was wielded by 
the community. Not so the king who had swept together into 
his own lap the powers once broadcast in the feudal system : he 
wielded the community. Government breathed with his breath, 
and it was its function to serve him. The state had become, by 
the processes of the feudal development, his private estate. 

Modern De-socialization of the State. —The reaction from 
such conceptions, slow and for the most part orderly in England, 
sudden and violent, because long forcibly delayed, on the Conti- 
nent, was natural, and indeed inevitable. When it came it was 
radical ; but it did not swing the political world back to its old- 
time ideas ; it turned it aside rather to new. The ancient man 
had had no thought but to live loyally the life of society ; but it 
became the object of the revolutionist and the democrat of the 
new order of things to live his own life. The antique citizen’s 
virtues were not individual in their point of view, but social; 
whereas our virtues are almost entirely individual in their motive, 
social only in some of their results. 

In brief, the modern State has been largely desocialized. 
The modern idea is this: the state no longer absorbs the indi- 
vidual ; it only serves him. The state, as it appears in its organ, 
the government, is the representative of the individual, and not 
his representative even except ■within the definite commission of 
cons'eitutions ; while for the rest each man makes his own social 
relations. ‘ The individual for the State ’ has been reversed and 
made to read, ‘The State for the individual.’ 
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More Changes of Conception than of Practice. — Such ace 

the divergencies of conception separating modern from ancient poli- 
tics, divergencies at once deep and far-reaching. How far have 
such changes of thought been accompanied by changes of func- 
tion ? By no means so far as might be expected. Apparently the 
new ideas which have been given prevalence in politics from time 
to time have not been able to translate themselves into altered 
functions, but only into somewhat curtailed functions, breeding 
rather a difference of degree than a difference of kind. Even 
under the most liberal of our modern constitutions we still meet 
government in almost every field of social endeavor. Onr modern 
life is so infinitely wide and complex, it is true, that we may go 
great distances in any field of enterprise without receiving either 
direct aid or direct check from government ; but that is only be- 
cause every field of enterprise is vastly big nowadays, not because 
government is not somewhere in it : and we know that the tend- 
ency is for governments to malje themselves everywhere more and 
more conspicuously present. We are conscious that we are by 
no means in the same case with the (Jrcek or Roman ; the state is 
ours, not we the state’s. But we know at the same time that the 
tasks of the state have not been much diminished. Perhaps we 
may say that the matter stands thus : what is changed is not the 
activities of government but only the morals, the conscience of 
government. Government may still be doing substantially the 
same things as of old ; but an altered conception of its responsi- 
bility deeply modifies the tea;/ in tohich it dues them. Social conven- 
ience and advancement arc still its idtimate standard of conduct, 
just as if it were still itself the omnipotent impersonation of 
society, the master of the individual; but it has adopted new 
ideas as to what constitutes social convenience and advancement. 
Its aim is to aid the individual to the fullest and best possible 
realization of his individuality, instead of merely to the full 
realization of his sociality. Its plan is to create the best and fairest 
opportunities for the individual ; audit has discovered that the way 
to do this is by no means itself to undertake the administration 
of the individual by old-time futile methods of giiardiaushij^ 

Functions of Government much the Same now as always. 
— 'rhis is indeed a great and profound change ; but it is none the 
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less important to emphasize the fact that the functions of govern- 
ment are still, when catalogued, found to be much the same both 
in number and magnitude that they always were. Government 
does not stop with the protection of life, liberty, and property, as 
some have supposed; it goes on to serve every convenience of 
society. Its sphere is limited only by its own wisdom, alike where 
republican and where absolutist principles prevail. 

The State’s Relation to Property. — A very brief examina- 
tion of the facts suffices to confirm this view. Take, for example, 
the state’s relation to property, its performance of one of the 
chief of those functions which I have called Constituent. It is 
in connection with this function that one of the most decided con- 
trasts exists between ancient and modern political practice ; and 
yet we shall not find ourselves embarrassed to recognize as natural 
the practice of ancient states touching the right of private prop- 
erty. Their theory was extreme, but, outside of Sparta, their 
practice was moderate. 

In Sparta. — Consistent, logical Sparta may serve as the 
point of departure for our observation. She is the standing clas- 
sical type of exaggerated state functions and furnishes the most 
extreme example of the antique conception of the relations of the 
state to property. In the early periods of her history at least, 
besides being censor, pedagogue, drill sergeant, and housekeeper to 
her citizens, she was also universal landlord. There was a distinct 
reminiscence in her practice of the time when the state was the 
family, and as such the sole owner of property. She was regarded 
as the original proprietor of all the land in Laconia, and individ- 
ual tenure was looked upon as rather of the nature of a usufruct 
held of the state and at the state’s pleasure than as resting upon 
any complete or indefeasible private title. 

Peculiar Situation of the Spartana There were in Sparta 

special reasons for the persistence of such a system. The Spartans had 
come into Laconia as conquerora, and the land had first of all heen.tribal 
booty. It had been booty of which the Spartan host as a whole, as a 
state, had had the dividing, and it had been the purpose of the early 
arrangement to make the division of the land among the Spartan families 
as'hqual as possible. Nor did the state resign the right of dispomtion in 
making this first distribution. It remained its primary care to keep its 
citizens, the favored Spartiatai, upon an equal footing of fortune, to the 
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end that they might remain rich in leisure, and so he the better able to 
live entirely for the service of the state, which was honorable, to the 
avoidance of that pursuit of wealth which was dishonorable. The state, 
accordingly, undertook to administer the wealth of the country for the 
benefit of its citizens. When grave inequalities manifested themselves in 
the distribution of estates It did not hesitate to resume its proprietary 
rights and effect a rcapportionment ; no one dreaming, the while, of call- 
ing its action confiscation. It took various means for accomplishing its 
ends. It compelled rich heiresses to marry men without patrimony ; and 
it grafted the poor citizen upon a good estate by means of prescribed 
adoption. No landed estate could be alienated either by sale or testament 
from the family to which the state bad assigned it unless express legislative 
leave were given. In brief, in respect of his property the citizen was both 
ward and tenant of the state. 

Decay of the System. — As the Spartan state decayed this 
whole system was sapped. Estates became grossly unequal, as 
did also political privileges even among the favored Spartiatce. 
But these changes were due to the decadence of Spartan power 
and to the degeneration of her political fibre in days of waning 
fortune, not to any conscious or deliberate surrender by the state 
of its prerogatives as owner, guardian, and trustee. She had 
grown old and lax simply ; she had not changed her mind. 

In Athens. — When we turn to Athens we experience a 
marked change in the political atmosphere, though the Athenians 
hold much the same abstract conception of the state. Here men 
bre athe more freely an d enj oy the fruits of their labor, wh ere 
labor is without reproach, with less restraint. Even in Athens 
there remain distinct traces, nevertheless, of the family duties of 
the state. She too, like Sparta, felt bound to dispose properly of 
eligible heiresses. She did not hesitate to punish with heavy for- 
feiture of right (atimia) those who squandered their property in 
dissolute living. There was as little limit in Athens as in 
Sparta to the theoretical prerogatives of the public authority. 
Th e freedom of the citizen was a freedom of indulgence rathe r 
than of riuht: he was free because the state refrained, — as a 
privileged child, not as a sovereign under Eousseau’s Law of 
Nature. ^ 

In Dome. — When we shift our view to republican Dome 
we do not find a simple city omnipotence like that of Glreece, in 
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which all private rights are sunk. The primal constituents of 
the city yet abide in shapes something like their original. Eomau 
society consists of a series of interdependent links ; the family 
the gens, the city. The aggregate, not the fusion, of these makes 
up what we should call the state. But the state, so made up, was 
omnipotent, through one or other of its organs, over the indi- 
vidual. Property was not private in the sense of being individ- 
ual; it vested in the family, which was, in this as in other 
respects, an organ of the state. Property was not conceived of as 
state property, because it had remained the undivided property of 
the family. The father, as a ruler in the immemorial hierarchy 
of the government, was all-powerful trustee of the family estates ; 
individual ownership there was none. 

Under Modern Governments. — We with some justice 
felicitate ourselves that to this omnipotence of the ancient state 
in its relations to property the practice of our own governments 
offers the most pronounced contrasts. But the point of greatest 
interest for ns in the present connection is this, that these con- 
trasts are contrasts of policy, not of power. To what lengths it 
will go in regulating property rights is for each government a 
question of principle, which it must put to its own conscience, 
and which, if it be wise, it will debate in the light of political 
history: but every government mu,st regulate property in one 
way or another and may regulate it as much as it pleases. If the 
ancient state was regarded as the ultimate owner, the modern 
state is regarded as the ultimate heir of all estates. Failing 
other claimants, property escheats to the state. If the modem 
state does not assume, like the ancient, to administer their prop- 
erty upon occasion for competent adults, it does administer their 
property upon occasion for lunatics and minors. The ancient 
state controlled .slaves and slavery. The modern state has been 
quite as absolute : it has abolished slaves and slavery. The 
modern state, no less than the ancient, sets rules and limitations 
to inheritaiuie and bequest. Most of the more extreme and hurt- 
ful interferences with rights of private ownership government has 
abaiKloned, one may suspect, rather because of difficulties of ad- 
ministration than because of difficulties of conscience. It is of the 
nature of the state to regulate property rights ; it is of the policy 
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of the state to regulate them more, or le/m. Administrators must 
regard this as one of the ( lonstituent functions of political society. 

The State and FoUtical Rights. — Similar conclusions 
may be drawn from a consideration of the contrasts which exist 
in the field of that other Constituent function which concerns the 
determination of political rights, — the contrasts between the 
\ status of the citizen in the ancient state and the status of the citi- 
( zen in the modern state. Here also the contrast, as between state 
and state, is not one of power, but one of principle and habit 
rather. Modern states have often limited as narrowly as did the 
ancient the enjoyment of those political privileges which we 
group under the word Franchise. They, too, as well as the 
ancient states, have admitted slavery into their systems; they 
too have commanded their subjects without moderation and 
fleeced them without compunction. But for all they have been 
so omnipotent, and when they cho.se so tyrannical, they have 
seldom insisted upon so complete and ixnreserved a service of the 
state by the citizen as was habitual to the political practice of 
both the Greek and the Roman worlds. The Greek and the 
Roman belonged each to his state in a quite absolute sense. He 
was his own in nothing as against the claims of his city upon 
him : he freely acknowledged all his privileges to be but conces- 
sions from his mother, the commonwealth. Those privileges 
accrued to him through law, as do ours; but law was to him 
simply the will of the organized community ; never, as wo. know 
it in our constitutions, a restraint upon the will of the organized 
community. He knew no principles of liberty save only those 
which custom had built up : which inhered, not in the nature of 
things, not in abstract individuality, but in the history of affairs, 
in concrete practice. His princiides were all precedents. Never- 
theless, however radically different its doctrines, the ancient state 
was not a whit more completely master touching laws of citizen- 
ship than the state of to-day is. 

As Regards the State's Ministrant Functions. — Of the 
Ministrant, no less than of the Constituent functions, the same 
statement may be made, that practically the state has been 
relieved of very little duty by alterations of political theory. It 
is natural enough that in the field of the Constituent functions 
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the state should serve society now as always ; in this field of the 
Miniatrant functions one would expect the state to be less active 
now than formerly. But there is in fact no such difference : gov- 
ernment does now loJiatever experience permits or the times demomd / 
and though it does not do exactly the same things it still does 
substantially the same kind of things that the ancient state did. 
It will conduce to clearness if I set forth my illustrations of this 
in the order of the list of Ministrant functions which I have given 
(page 43h 

\/(l) The State in Belation to Trade. — All nations have 
habitually regulated tratle and commerce. In the most remote 
periods of which history has retained any recollection the regu- 
lation of trade and commerce was necessary to the existence of 
government. The only way in which communities which were 
then seeking to build up a dominant power could preserve an 
independent existence and work out an individual development 
was, to draw apart to an absolutely separate life. Commerce 
meant contact; contact meant contamination: the only way in 
which to develop character and achieve cohesion was to avoid 
intercourse. In the classical states this stage is passed and 
trade and commerce are regulated for much the same reasons 
that induce modern states to regulate them, in order, that is, to 
secure commercial advantage as against competitors or in order 
to serve the fiscal needs of the state. Athens and Sparta and 
■Rome, too, regulated the corn trade for the purpose of securing 
for their citizens full store of food. In the Middle Ages the 
feuds and highway brigandage of potty lords loaded commerce 
with fetters of the most harassing sort, except where the free 
cities could by militant combination keep open to it an unhin- 
dered passage to and fro between the great marts of North and 
South. As the mediaeval states emerge into modern times we 
find trade and commerce handled by statesmen as freely as ever, 
but according to the reasoned policy of the mercantilist thinkers; 
and in our own days according to still other conceptions of 
national advantage. 

y' (2) The State in Relation to Labor. — Labor, too, has 
always been regulated by the state. By Greek and Roman the 
labor of the handicrafts and of agriculture, all manual toil 
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indeed, was fo r the most part given to slaves to do : and of course 
la w regulated the slave . In the Middle Ages the labor which 
was not agricultural and held in bondage to feudal master s was 
in the cities, where it was rigidly ordered by the complex rules 
of the guild system, as were trade also and almost all other like 
fm-ms o± maicing a livelihood. Where, as in England, labor in part 
escaped from the hard service of the feudal tenure the state stepped 
in with its persistent “statutes of laborers” and sought to tie 
the workman to one habitation and to one rate of wages. ‘ The 
rustic must stay where he is and must receive only so much pay,* 
•was its command. Apparently, however, all past regulation of 
labor was but elementary as compared with the labor legislation 
being tried by the governments of our own day. The birth and 
development of the modern industrial system has changed every 
aspect of the matter ; and this faiit reveals the true character of 
the part which the state plays in the case. The rule would 
seem to be that in proportion as the world’s industries grow 
must the state advance in its efforts to assist the industrious to 
advantageous relations with each other. The tendency to regu- 
late labor rigorously and minutely is as strong in England, where 
the state is considered the agent of the citizen, as it was in 
Athens, where the citizen Wiis deemed the child and tool of the 
state, and .where the workman was a slave. 

Regulation of Corporations. — The regulation of 
corporations is but one side of the modern regulation of the in- 
:dustrial system, ami is a function added to the antique list of 
governmental tasks. 

(4) The State and Public Works. — The maintenance of 
thoroughfares may be said to have begun rvith permanent empire, 
that is to say, for Europe, with the Romans. For the Romans, 
\indeed, it was first a matter of moving armies, only secondarily a 
ineans of serving commerce; wdiereas with us the highway is 
above all things else an artery of trade, and krmies use it only 
when commerce stands still at the sound of drum and trumpet. 
The building of roads may therefore he said to have begun by 
being a Constituent function and to have ended by becoming a 
Ministrant function of government. But the same is not true of 
other public works, of the Roman aqueducts and theatres and 
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batlis, and of inodeni iuterual improvements. They, as much as 
the Bomau tax on old bachelors, are parts, not of a scheane of 
governing, but of plans for the advancement of other social aims, 
— for the administration of society. Because in her conception 
the community as a ivhole was the only individual, Kome thrust 
out as of course her magnificent roads to every quarter of her 
vast territory, considered no distances too great to be traversed 
by her towering aqueducts, deemed it her duty to clear river 
courses and facilitate by every means both her commerce and her 
arms. And the modern state, though holding a deeply modified 
conception of the relations of government to society, still follows 
a like practice. If in most instances our great iron highways are 
left to private management, it is oftener for reasons of con- 
venience than for reasons of conscience. * 

(5) Administration of the Conveniences of Society.— 
Similar considerations apply in the case of that modem instru- 
mentality, the public letter-post, in the case of the still more 
modern manufacture of gas, and in the case of the most modern 
telegraph and telephone. The modern no less than the ancient 
government unhesitatingly takes a hand in administering the con- 
veniences of society. 

(0) Sanitation. — Modern governments, like the govern- 
ment of Borne, maintain sanitation by means of police inspection 
of baths, taverns, and houses of ill fame, as Avell as by drainage ; 
and to these they add hospital relief, water supply, quarantine, 
and a score of other means. 

(7) Public Education. — Our modern systems of public 
education are more thorough than the ancient, notwithstanding 
the fact that we regard the individual as something other than a 
mere servant of the state, and educate him first of all for himself. 

(8) Sumptuary laws. — In sumptuary laAvs ancient states 
of course fur outran modern practice. Modern states have fore- 
gone most attempts to make citizens virtuous or frugal by law. 
But even Ave have onr prohibition enactments ; and we have had 
our fines for swearing. 

* This is clearly shown in the taking over of the railroads by the govern- 
xueut for tUe period of tUe wav. 
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Summary. — Apparently it is safe to say with regard to 
the fiuictions of government taken as a whole that, even as be- 
tween aneient and modern states, uniformities of practice far out- 
number diversities of practice. One may justly conclude, not in- 
deed that the restraints which modern states put upon themselves 
are of little consequence, or that altered political conceptions are 
not of the greatest moment in determining important questions 
of government and even the whole advance of the race ; but 
that it is rather by gaining practical wisdom, rather by long 
processes of historical experience, that states modify their prac- 
tices. New theories are subsequent to new experiences. 



IV. 


THE OBJECTS OE GOVERNMENT. 

Character of the Subject. — Political interest and con- 
troversy have centred nowhere more acutely than in the question, 
What are the proper objects of government ? This is one of those 
difficult questions upon which it is possible for many sharply 
opposed views to be held apparently with almost equal weight 
of reason. Its central difficulty is this, that it is a question 
which can be answered, if answered at all, only by the aid of a 
broad and careful wisdom whose conclusions are based upon the 
widest possible inductions from the facts of political experience 
in all its phases. Such wisdom is quite beyond the capacity of 
most thinkers and actors in the field of politics ; and the conse- 
quence has been that this question, perhaps more than any other 
in the whole scope of political science, has provoked great wars 
of doctrine. 

The Extreme Views held. — What part shall govern- 
ment play in the affairs of .society ? — that is the question which 
has been the gauge of controversial battle. What ought the func- 
tions of government to he ? On the one hand there are extremists 
who cry constantly to government, ‘Hands off,’ ‘Mssez faire,’ 
‘ laissez passer,' who look upon every act of government which 
is not merely an act of police with jealousy ; who regard govern- 
ment as necessary, but as a necessary evil ; and who would have 
government hold back from everything which could by any possi- 
bility be accomplished by individual initiative and endeavor. On 
the other hand, there are those who, with equal extremeness of 
view in the opposite direction, would have society lean fondly 
upon government for guidance and assistance in every affair of 
life ; who, captivated by some glimpse of public power and benefi- 
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cence caught in the pages of ancient or medifeval historian, or by 
some dream of cooperative endeavor cunningly imagined by the 
great fathers of Socialism, believe that the state can be made a 
wise foster mother to every member of the family politic. Be- 
tween these two extremes, again, there are all grades, all shades 
and colors, all degrees of enmity or of partiality to state action. 

Historical Foundation for Opposite Views. — Enmity to 
exaggerated state action, even a keen desire to keep that action 
down to its lowest possible terms, is easily furnished with im- 
pressive justification. It must unreservedly be admitted that 
history abounds with warnings of no uncertain sort against in- 
dulging the state with a too great liberty of interference with 
the life and work of its citizens, hrnch as there is that is at- 
tractive in the political life of the city states of Greece and 
Rome, in which the public power was suffered to be omnipotent, 
— their splendid public spirit, their incomparable organic whole- 
ness, their fine play of rival talents, serving both the common 
iliought and the common action, their variety, their conception of 
public virtue, — there is also much to blame, — their too wanton 
invasion of that privacy of the individual life in which alone 
family virtue can dwell secure, their callous tyranny over mi- 
norities in matters which might have been left to individual 
choice, their sacrifice of personal independence for the sake of 
public solidarity, their hasty average judgments, their too confi- 
dent trust in the public voice. They, it is true, could not have 
had the individual liberty which we cherish without breaking 
violently with their own history, with the necessary order of 
their development ; but neither can we, on the other hand, imi- 
tate them without an equally violent departure from our own 
normal development and a reversion to the now too primitive 
methods of their pocket republics. 

Unquestionable as it is that mediEeval history affords 
many seductive examples of an absence of grinding, heartless 
competition and a strength of mutual interdependence, confidence, 
and helpfulness between class and class such as the modern econ- 
omist may be pardoned for wishing to see revived; and ^rue 
though it be that the history of Prussia gives at least colorable 
justification to the o]>iniou that stiitc interference may under some 
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circumstances l)e of benefit for tlic industrial upbuilding of a 
state, it must, on the otlier hand, be remembered that neither the 
feudal system, nor the mediseval guild system, nor the paternalism 
of Frederic the Great can be rehabilitated now that the revolutions 
in industry, in church, and in state have been wrought which have 
been witnessed since the beginning of the nineteenth century ; and 
that, even if these systems of the past could be revived, we 
should be sorely puzzled to reinstate their blessings without re- 
storing at the same time their acknowledged evils. No student 
of history can wisely censure those who protest against state 
paternali^. 

^^he State a Beneficent and Indispensable Organ of 
Society. — It by no means follows, nevertheless, that because the 
state may unwisely interfere in the life of the individual, it 
must be pronounced in itself and by nature a necessary evil. 
It is no more an evil than is society itself. It is the organic 
body of society ; without it society would be hardly more than 
a mere abstraction. If the name Imd not been restricted to a 
single, narrow, extreme, and radicrilly mistaken class of think- 
ers, we ought all to regard ourselves and to act as nocialists, tluit 
is, believers in the wholesoiueness and beneficence of the body 
politic. 

If the history of society proves anything, it lu'oves the ahsoluto 
Inaturalness of g(jvei'nnient, its rootage in tlie nature of man, its 
/origin in kinship, and its ideiitifi(»ition with all that makes man 
' superior to the brute creation. Individually man is but jionrly 
equipped to dominate otlicr aniiuals : his lordship ciomes by com- 
bination, liis strength is ooiujerted strength, his supremacy is the 
supremacy of unifui. Outside of society man’s mind can avail 
him little as an instrument of supremacy ; and government is the 
visible form of society. IP society itself be not an evil, neither 
surely is government an evil, for government is the indispensable 
organ of society. 

Every means, therefore, by which society may be perfected 
through the instrumentality of government, every means by 
which individual rights can be fitly adjusted and harmonized 
with public duties, by which individual self-development may be 
made at once to serve and to supplement social development. 
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OTiglit certainly to be diligently soiigbt, and, when fonnd, sedu- 
louBly fostered by every friend of society. Such is the view to 
which every true lover of his kind ought to adhere with the full 
grip of every noble affection tliat is in him. 

o gocialism and the Modem Industrial Organizati on. — It 
is possible, indeed, to understand and even in a measure to sym- 
pathize with, the enthusiasm of those special classes whom we 
have dubbed with the too great name of ‘ Socialists.’ Tlie 
schemes of social reform and regeneration which they support 
with so much ardor, however mistaken they may be, have the 
right end in view : they seek to bring the mdividual with his 
special interests, 2)ersonal to himself, into comi)lete harmony with 
society with its general interests, common to all. Their method 
is always some sort of cooperation, meant to perfect mutual helj)- 
fulness. They speak, too, a revolt from selfish, misguided in- 
dividualism ; and certainly modern uidividualisra has much about 
it that is hateful, too hateful to hist. 

The modern industrial organization has so distorted competition 
as sometimes to put it into the power of some to tyrannize over 
many, as to enable the rich and the strong to combme against 
the poor and the weak. It has given a woful material meaning 
' to that spiritual law that “ to him that hath shall be given, 
l and from him that hath not shall be taken away even the little 
*that he seemeth to have.” It has magnified that self-interest 
which is grasping selfishness and has thrust out love and com- 
passion not only, but free competition in jiart, as well. Surely 
it would be better, exclaims the Socialist, altogether to stamp 
out competition by making all men equally subject to the public 
order, to an imperative law of social cooperation ! But the 
Socialist mistakes ; it is not competition that kills, but unfair 
competition, the pretence and form of it where the substance 
and reality of it cannot exist. 

A middle Ground. — And there is a middle ground. The 
schemes which Socialists have proiwsed society cannot accept and 
live i and no scheme which involves the complete control of the 
individual by government can be devised which differs from tbairs 
very mnch for the better. A truer doctrine must be found, which 
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pves wide freedom to the individual for his self -development and 
yet guards that freedom against the competition that kills, and 
reduces the antagonism between self-development and social 
development to a minimum. And such a doctrine can be formu- 
lated, surely, w'itliout too great vagueness. 

The Objects of Society the Objects of Government. — Gov- 
ernment is the organ of society, its only potent and universal 
instrument : its objects must be the objects of society. What, 
then, are the objects of society ? What is society ? It is an 
association of individuals organized for mutual aid. Mutual 
aid to what ? To self-development. The hope of society lies in 
an infinite individual variety, in the freest possible play of indi- 
vidual forces : only in that can it find that wealth of resource 
which constitutes civilization, with all its appliances for satisfying 
human wants and mitigating human sufferings, all its incitements 
to thought and spurs to action. It should be the end of government 
to assist in accomplishing the objects of organized society. There 
must be constant adjustments of governmental assistance to the 
needs of a changing social and industrial organization. Not license 
of interference on the part of government, but only strength, and 
adaptation of regulation. The regulation that I mean is not inter- 
ference : it is the equalization of conditions, so far as possible, in 
all branches of endeavor ; and the equalization of conditions is the 
very opposite of interference. 

Every rule of development is a rule of adaptation, a rule 
for meeting ‘the circumstances of the case ’ ; but the circumstances 
of the case, it must be remembered, are not, so far as government 
is concerned, the circumstances of any individual case, but the 
circumstances of society’s case, the general conditions of social 
I organization. The case for society stands thus: the individual 
i must be assured the best means, the best and fullest opportunities, 
■, for complete self-development : in no other way can society itself 
gain variety and strength. But one of the most indispensable 
conditions of opportunity for self-development government alone, 
society’s controlling organ, can supply. All combinations which 
necessarily create monopoly, which necessarily put and keep in- 
dispensable means of industrial or social development in the 
hands of a few, and those few, not the few selected by society 
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itself, but the few selected by arbitraiy fortune, must be under 
either the direct or the indirect control of society. To society alone 
can the power of dominating by combination belong. It cannot 
suffer any of its members to enjoy such a power for their own pri- 
vate gain independently of its own strict regulation or oversight. 

Natural Monopolies. — It is quite possible to distinguish 
natural monopolies from other classes of undertakings ; their dis- 
tinctive marks are thus enumerated by Sir T. H. Farrer in his 
excellent little volume on The State in its Relation to Trarle which 
forms one of the well-known English Citizen series : * 

“ 1. What they supply is a necessary,” a necessary, that is, to 
life, like water, or a necessary to industrial action, like railroad 
transportation. 

“2. They occupy peculiarly favored spots or lines of land.” 
Here again the best illustration is afforded by railroads or by 
telegraph lines, by water-works, etc. 

“ 3. The article or convenience they supply is used at the place 
and in connection with the plant or machinery by which it is sup- 
plied ” ; that is to say, at the favored spots or along the favored 
lines of land. 

“ 4. This article or convenience can in general be largely, if not 
indefinitely increased, without proportionate increase in plant and 
capital ” ; that is to say, the initial outlay having been made, the 
favored spot or line of land having been occupied, every subse- 
quent increase of business will increase profits because it will not 
proportionately, or anything like proportionately, increase the 
outlay for services or machinery needed. Those who are outside 
of the established business, therefore, are upon an equality of com- 
petition neither as regards available spots or lines of land nor as 
regards opportunities to secure business in a competition of rates. 

“ 5. Certain and harmonious arrangement, which can only be 
attained by unity, are paramount considerations.” Wide and 
systematic organization is necessary. 

Such enterprises invariably give to a liinited number of persons 
the opportunity to command certain necessaries of life, of comfort, or of 
industrial success against their fellow-countrymen and for their ^wn 

1 P. 71. Sir Thomas Farrer was Permanent Secretaiy of the English 
Board of Trade. 
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advantage. Once establi.shed in any field, there can be no real competi- 
tion between them and those who would afterwards enter that field. No 
agency should be suffered to have such control except a public agency 
which may be compelled by public opinion to act without selfish narrow- 
ness, upon perfectly equal conditions as towards all, or some agency upon 
which the government may keep a strong hold of regulation. 

Control not necessarily Administration. — Society can by 
no means afford, to allow the use for private gain and without 
regulation of undertakings necessary to its own healthful and 
efficient operation and yet of a sort to exclude equality in compe- 
tition. Experience has proved that the self-interest of those who 
have controlled such undertakings for private gain is not coinci- 
dent with the public interest: even enlightened self-interest may 
often discover means of illicit pecuniary advantage in unjust dis- 
criminations between individuals in the use of such instrumentali- 
ties. But the proposition that the government should control 
such dominating organizations of capital may by no means be 
wrested to mean by any necessary implication that the government 
should itself administer those instrumentalities of economic action 
which cannot be used except as monopolies. In such cases, as Sit 
T. H. Earrev says, “there are two great alternatives. (1) Owner- 
ship and management by private enterprise and capital under 
regulation by the state. (2) Ownership and management by Gov- 
ernment, central or local.” Government regulation may in most 
cases suffice. Indeed, such are the difficulties in the way of estab- 
lishing and maintaining careful business management on the part 
of government, that control ought to be preferred to direct admin- 
istration ill as many cases as possible, — in every case in which 
control without administration can be made effectual. 

Equalization of Competition. — There are some things 
outside the field of natural monopolies in which individual action 
cannot secure equalization of the conditions of competition: and 
in these also, as in the regulation of monopolies, the practice of 
governments, of our own as well as of others, has been decisively 
on the side of governmental regulation. By forbidding child 
dahr-r, by supervising the sanitary conditions of factories, by limit- 
’ ing the employment of women in occupations hurtful to theii 
I health, by instituting official tests of the purity or the quality ol 
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i goods sold, by limiting liouvs of labor in certain trades, by a bun* 

I dred and one limitations of the power of unscrupulous or heartless 
I men to out-do the scrupulous and merciful in trade or industry, 

■ government has assisted equity. Those who would act in mod- 
' eration and good conscience in cases wliere moderation and good 
conscience, if indulged, require an increased outlay of money, in 
better ventilated buildings, in greater care as to the quality of 
goods, etc., cannot be expected to act upon their principles so 
long as more grinding conditions for labor or a more unscrupulous 
use of the opportunities of trade secure to the unconscientious an 
unquestionable and sometimes even a permanent advantage ; they 
have only the choice of denying their consciences or retiring from 
business. Ii\ scores of such cases government has intervened and 
will intervene; but by way, not of interference, by way, rather, 
of making competition equal between those who would rightfully 
conduct enterprise and those who basely conduct it. It is in this 
way that society protects itself against permanent injury and 
deterioration, and secures healthfid equality of opportunity for 
self-development. 

Society greater than Government. — Society, it must al- 
' ways be remembered, is vastly bigger and more important than 
its instrument, Government. Government should serve Society, 
by no means rule or dominate it. Government should not be 
made an end in itself; it is a means only, — a means to be freely 
adapted to advance the best interests of Society. The State 
exists for the sake of Society, not Society for the sake of the 
State. 

l/lTatnral Limits to State Action. — And that there are 
natural and imperative limits to state action no one who seriously 
studies the structure of society can doubt. The limit of state 
functions is the limit of necessary cooperation on the part of So- 
ciety as a whole, the limit beyond which such combination ceases 
to be imperative for the public good and becomes merely con- 
venient for industrial or social enterprise. Cooperation is neces- 
sary in the sense here intended when it is indispensable to the 
equalization of the conditions of endeavor, indispensable tc«the 
maintenance of uniform rules of individual rights aud relation- 
ships, indispensable because to omit it would inevitably be to 
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Iiaiiip6r or dograde some for the advancement of others in the 
scale of wealth and social standing. 

There are relations in which men invariably have need 
of each other, in which universal cooperation is the indispensa- 
ble condition of even tolerable existence. Only some universal 
authority can make opportunities equal as between man and man. 
The divisions of labor and the combinations of commerce may for 
the most part be left to contract, to free individual arrangement, 
but the equalization of the conditions which affect all alike may 
no more be left to individual initiative than may the organiza- 
tion of government itself. Churches, clubs, corporations, frater- 
nities, guilds, partnerships, unions, have for their ends one or 
another special enterprise for the development of man’s spiritual 
or material well-being ; they are all more or less advisable. But 
the family and the state have as their end a general enterprise 
for the betterment and equalization of the conditions of individual 
development : they are indispensable. 

The point at which public combination ceases to be 
imperative is not susceptible of clear indication in general 
terms ; but it is not on that account indistinct. The bounds of 
family association are not indistinct because they are marked 
only by the immaturity of the young and by the parental and 
filial affections, — things not all of which are defined in the law. 
The rule that the state should do nothing which is equally pos- 
sible under equitable conditions to optional associations is a 
sufficiently clear line of distinction between governments and 
corporations. Those who regard the state as an optional, conven- 
tional union simply, a mere jjartnership, open wide the doors to 
the worst forms of socialism. Unless the state has a nature which 
is quite clearly defined by that invariable, universal, immutable 
mutual interdependence which runs beyond the family relations 
and cannot be satisfied by family ties, we have absolutely no cri- 
terion by which we can limit, except arbitrarily, the activities of 
the state. The criterion supplied by the native necessity of state 
relations, on the other hand, banishes such license of state action. 

jP'V The state, for instance, ought not to supervise private morals 
^^Wse they belong to the sphere of separate individual responsibility, 
nd^Ho the sphere of mutual dependence. Thought and conscience art 
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private. Opinion is optional. The state may intervene only where com- 
mon action, uniform law are indispensable. Whatever is merely con- 
venient is optional, and tlierefore not an affair for the state. Churches 
are spiritually convenient ; joint-stock companies are capitalistically con- 
venient ; but wlien the state constitutes itself a churcli or a mere business 
association it institutes a monopoly no better tliau others. It should do 
nothing which is not in any case both indispensable to social or industrial 
life and necessarily monopolistic. 


The Family and the State. — It is the proper object of the 
family to mould the individual, to form him in the period of im- 
maturity in the faiths of religion and in the practice of morality 
and obedience. This period of subordination over, he is called 
out into an independent, self-directive activity. The ties of 
family affection still bind him, but they bind him with silken, 
not with iron bonds. He has left his ‘ minority ’ and reached his 
‘ majority.’ It is the proper object of the state to give leave to 
his individuality, in order that that individuality may add its 
quota of variety to the sum of national activity Family disci- 
pline is variable, selective, formative : it must lead the individual. 
But the state must not lead. It must create conditions, but not 
mould individuals. Its discipline must be invariable, uniform, 
impersonal. Family methods rest upon individual inequality, 
state methods upon individual equality. Family order rests upon 
tutelage, state order upon franchise, upon privilege. 

The State and Education. — In one field the state would 
seem at first sight to usurp the family function, the field, namely, 
of education. But such is not in reality the case. Education is 
the proper office of the state for two reasons, both of which come 
within the principles we have been discussing. Popular education 
is necessary for the preservation of those conditions of freedom, 
political and social, which are indispensable to free individual 
development. And, in the second place, no instrumentality less 
universal in its power and authority than government can secure 
popular education. In brief, in order to secure popular education 
the action of society as a whole is necessary ; and popular educa- 
tion is indispensable to that equalization of the conditions of per- 
sonal development which we have taken to be the proper object 
of society. Without popular education, moreover, no government 
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which rests upon popular action can long endure: the people must 
be schooled in the knowledge, and if possible in the virtues, uj)on 
which the maintenance and success of free institutions depend. 
No free government can last in health if it lose hold of the tradi- 
tions of its history, and in the public schools these traditions may 
be and should be sedulously preserved, carefully replanted in the 
thought and consciousness of each successive generation. 

Historical Conditions of Governmental Action. — What- 
ever view be taken in each particular case of the rightfulness or 
advisability of state regulation and control, one rule there is which 
may not be departed from under any circumstances, and that is 
the rule of historical continuity. In politics nothing radically 
novel may safely be attempted. No result of value can ever be 
reached in politics except through clow and gradual development, 
the careful adaptations and nice modifications of growth. Noth- 
ing may be done by leaps. More than that, each peojfie, each 
nation, must live upon the lines of its own experience. Nations 
are no more capable of borrowing experience than individuals are. 
The histories of other peoples may furnish us with light, but they 
cannot furnish us with conditions of action. Every nation must 
constantly keep in touch with its past; it cannot run towards its 
ends around sharp corners. 

Summary. — This, then, is the sum of the whole matter; 
ithe end of government is the facilitation of the objects of society. 
The rule of governmental action is necessary codperation. The 
method of political development is conservative adaptation, shap- 
ing old habits into new ones, modifying old means to accomplish 
I new ends. 
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LAW: ITS NATURE AND DEVELOPMENT. 

What is Law? — Law is the will of the State opjioermng. 
its own organization, and conduct and the civic conduct _of these 
under its authority. This will may be more or less formally ex- 
pressed : it may sjjeak either in custom or in specific enactment. 
Law may, moreover, be the will either of a primitive family- 
community such as we see in the earliest periods of history, or of 
a highly organized, fully self-conscious State such as those of our 
own day. Rut . for the existence of Law there is needed in all 
cases alike (1) a community capable of having a will of its own, 
and (2) some clearly recognized body of rules to which that com- 
munity has, whether by custom or enactment, given life, character, 
and effectiveness. Law is that portion of the established thought 
and habit which has gained distinct and formal recognition in tlie 
shape of uniform rules backed by the authority and power of 
Government. Thejiature of each State, therefore, will be reflected 
4 ill-.its_.l,aw; in its law, too, will appear the functions with which it 
j, charges itself ; and in its laAV will it be possible to read its history. 

The Development of Law : its Source s. — Law thus follows 
in its development, with slow, sometimes with uneven, but gener- 
ally with quite certain steps, the evolution of the character, the 
purposes, and the will of the organized community whose creation 
it is. The sources whence it springs are as various as the means 
by which a community can sliape and express its will as a body 
politic. 

v/l. Custom.' — T he earliest source of Law is Cust om, and 
c ustom is formed no one can say definitely how, except that it 

? I adopt here the classification usual in English writings on Jurisprudence. 
See, e.g., T. E. Holland, Jurisprudence, pp. 48 et seq. 
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I is shaped by the cooperative action of the whole community, and 
I not by any kingly or legislative command. It is not formed 
always in the same way; but it always rests upon the same 
foundation, upon the general acceptance of a certain course of 
action as best or most convenient. Whether custom originate in 
the well-nigh accidental formation of certain habits of action or 
in a conscious effort on the part of a community to adjust its 
practices more perfectly to its social and political objects, it 
becomes, when once it has been formed and accepted by the pub- 
lic authority, a central part of Law. It is difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to discover the exact point at which custom passes from 
the early inchoate state in which it is merely tending to hecorae 
the express and determinate purpose of a community into the 
later stage in which it becomes Law; but we can say with assur- 
ance that it becomes Law only when it w'ins the support of a 
definite authority within the community. It is not Law if men 
feel free to depart from it. 

Under the reign of customary law that state of things actually 
did exist which modern law still finds it convenient to take for granted : 
everybody knew what the law was. The Teutonic hundred-moots, for 
example, the popular assemblies which regularly tried cases under the 
early polity of our own ancestors, declared the law by the public voice ; 
the people themselves determined what it was and how it should be 
applied. Custom grew up in the habits of the people ; they consciously 
or unconsciously originated it ; to them it was known and by them it was 
declared. 

\y%. Beligion. — In the earliest time s Custom and R eli- 
gion were almost indistingui.sliab1e; .u people’ s customs bo re on 
e very liD >‘niiuoTif: thp lihcncsn nf itv rr ligio n. And in later stages 
of development Religion was still a prolific source of Custom. 
No primitive community contained any critic who could, even in 
his secret thought, separate Law from Religion. All rules of life 
bore for the antique mind the same sanction (page 15). There 
were not in its conception rules moral and rules political : poli- 
j tics, morals, and religion were indistinguishable parts of one 
I great indivisible Law of Conduct. Religion and Politics very 
soon, it is true, came to have different ministers.. In name often, 
if not always in fact, the priest was distinct from the magistrate. 
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But throughout a very long development, from the time of Greece 
and Rome, the magistrate either retained priestly functions or 
was dominated by rules which the priest declared and of which 
the priest was the custodian. 

Thus the early law of Rome was little more than a hoily of 
technical religious rules, a sj’stem of means for obtaining individual rights 
thi'ougli the proi^er carrying out of certain religious formulie ; and it 
marked the beginning of the movement of Roman law towards a broad 
and equitable system of justice when these rules of procedure were 
changed from sacerdotal secrets into published law by the publication of 
the Twelve Tables. 

\/ 3. Adjudication. — One of the busiest and one of the 
most useful, because watchful, ojDen-minded, and yet conserva- 
tive, makers of Law under all S3'stems has been t he magistra te, 
the Jud ge. It is he who in his decisions recognizes and adopts 
Custom, and so gives it the decisive support of the public power; 
it is he who shapes written enactments into suitability to indi- 
vidual cases and thus gives them due flexibility and a free devel- 
opment. He is the authoritative voice of the community in 
giving specific application to its Law : and in doing this he ne- 
cessarily becomes, because an interpreter, also a maker of Law. 
Whether deliberately' or unconsciously, in expounding and ap- 
plying he moulds and expands the Law. It is his legitimate 
function to read Law in the light of his own sober and consci- 
entious judgment as to what is reasonable and just in custom, 
what practicable, rational, or equitable in legislation. 

It is this ‘judge-made’ law wliicii is to be found, and is there- 
fore so diligently sought fui', in the iunumerable law Reports cited in our 
courts. Except under extraordinary circumstances, our courts and those 
of England will always follow decisions rendered in similar cases by 
courts of equal jurisdiction in the same state. A fortiori do they follow 
the decisions of the highest courts : by these they are in a sense bound. 
In the courts of the continent of Europe, on the other hand, decisions are 
listened to as important expressions of opinion, but not as conclusive 
authority : are heard much as our own courts or those of England hear 
the decisions of courts of other states acting under like laws or similar 
circumstances. 

V^. Equity. — Eq uity too ia judge-made L aw; but it is 
made, not in interpretation of, but in addition to, the laws which 
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already exist. The most conspicuous types of such Law are the 
decisions of the liomau Praitor and those of the English Chan- 
cellor. These decisions were meant to give relief where existing 
law afforded none. Tlie Prcetor declared, for instance, that he 
would allow certtiin less formal ijroeesses than had 'hitherto been 
permitted to secure rights of property or of contract, of marriage 
or of control, etc. The English Chancellor, in like manner, as 
keeper of the king’s judicial conscience, supplied remedies in cases 
for which the Common Law had no adequate processes, and thus 
relieved suitors of hardships they might otlierwise have suffered 
from the fixity or excessive formality of the Common Law, and 
enabled them in many things to obtain their substantial rights 
without technical difficidty. 

Aftei- the oflScial deci-ees of the rrstom had been codified hy 
the Prsetor Salrius luliauas, in the time of the Emperor Hiulrian, ami 
Still more after tliey had been emboilieil in the Code of .Tastiiiian, tlju 
Coipua Juris Civilis, the Prtetor’s ‘equity’ became as rigid and detcv- 
minate as the law wliich it had been its function to mend and ameliorate. 
Ill the same manner, our own state codes, many of whioli have fused 
law and equity in the same ooiu-ts ami imder common forms of procedure, 
liave given equity the sanction and consequently the fixity of wriUeii 
law. The English Judicature Act, also, of 1878, merging, as it does, 
tlie common-law and equity courts into n single homogeneous .system, 
sliows at least tliat a .strong teiuieney in tlie same direction exists in Eng- 
land. Tlie adjnstiiieiits of Equity are less needed now tliat legislation i.s 
coiistautly active in mending old and creating new law and, virheii neces- 
sary, now procedure. 

In the same case with Equity luiLst be classed tlie numerous .so- 
called ‘ Hotitious actions ’ which were the invention of tlie cominoii-liiw 
courts and which, by means of imaginary suitors or imaginary transac- 
tions, duly recorded as if real, enabled thing.s to be done and riglils 
acquired which would have been impossible under any genuine proces.s 
of the Common Law. 

v/s. Scientific Discussion. — The carefully formed opin- 
ions of learned text-writers have often been accepted as deci- 
sive of the Law : more often under the Roman system, however, 
than under our own, though even we have our Cokes, our 
Blgckstoiies, our Storys, and our Kents, whom our courts hear 
with the greatest possible respect. It is the proper function 
of legal science to interpret the law, not piecemeal, as the 
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courts must, but in such way as to bring all its parts to their full 
development as doctrine and to their complete adjustment as 
members of a living system of thought and practice; to give the 
law system, study the conditions and forms of its genesis and 
development, and assist courts and legislatures alike in their 
functions of adaptation and creation. 

v/ 6. Legislation. — That deliberate formulation of new 
Law to which the name Legislation is given is, for us of the 
modern time, the most familiar as well as the most prolific 
spurce of Law. For us Legislation is the work of representa- 
tive bodies almost exclusively; but representation is no part 
of the essential character of the legislative act. Absolute mag- 
istrates or kings have in all stages of history been, under one 
system or another, makers of laws. 'Whether acting under the 
sanction of custom or under the more artificial arrangements of 
highly developed constitutions, father or praetor, king or archon 
has been a lawgiver. So, too, the assemblies of free men which, 
alike in Greece and in Rome, constituted the legislative authority 
Avero not representative, but primary bodies, like the Lands- 
gtmeinden of the smaller SAviss cantons. 

Representation came in with the Germans; and with the 
critical development of institutions which the modern Avorld has 
seen many new phases of Legislation have appeared. Modern 
law has brought forth those great private corporations Avhose 
bye-laws arc produced by what may very fitly be called private 
legislative action. Wc have, too, on tlie same model, chartered 
governments, witli legislatures acting under special grants of 
law-making poAver. Legislation has had and is having a notable 
development, and is now the almost exclusive means of the 
formnlation of ncAv Luav. Custom of the older sort, which gave 
us the great Common Tjuav, has been in large part superseded 
by acts of legislation ; Religion stands apart, giving laAV only to 
the conscience ; .Adjudication is being more and more restricted 
by codification ; Equity is being mergeil in the main body of the 
Law by enactment ; Scientific Discussion now does hardly more 
than collate cases : all means of formulating Law tend ti^be 
swalloAved up in the one great, deep, and broadening source, 
Legislation. 
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Custom again. — Custom at last enters again, with a 
;ew aspect and a new method. After judges have become the 
acknowledged and authoritative moutlipieces of Equity and of 
the interpretative adaptation of customary or enacted Law; after 
scientific writers have been admitted to power in the systematic 
elucidation and development of legal principles ; even after the 
major part of all law-making has fallen to the deliberate action 
of legislatures, given liberal commission to act for the commu- 
nity, Custom still maintains a presiding and even an imperative 
part in legal history. It is Custom, the silent and unconcerted 
but none the less prevalent movement, that is, of the common 
thought and action of a community, which recognizes changes of 
circumstance which judges would not, without its sanction, feel, 
or be, at liberty to regard in the application of old enactments, 
and which legislators have failed to give effect to, by repeal or 
new enactment. Laws become obsolete because silent but observ- 
ant and imperative Custom makes evident the deadness of their 
letter, the inapplicability of their provisions. Custom, too, 
never ceases to build up practices legal in their character and yet 
wholly outside formal Law, constructing even, in its action on 
Congresses and Parliaments, great parts of great constitutions. 
It constantly maintains the great forces of precedent and opinion 
which daily work their will, under every form of government, 
upon both the contents and the administration of Law. Custom 
is Habit under another name ; and Habit in its growth, while 
it continually adjusts itself to the standard fixed in formal 
Law, also slowly compels formal Law to conform to its abid- 
ing influences. Habit may be said to be the great Law ■within 
which laws spring up. Laws can extend but a very little way 
beyond its limits. They may help it to gradual extensions 
of its sphere and to slow modifications of its practices, but 
they camiot force it abruptly or disregard it at all with 
impunity. 

I he histoiy of France since the Revolution affords a note wortliy 
example of these principles in the field of constitutional law. 'I'licre 
ve have witnessed this singular and instructive spectacle : a people 
made democratic in thought by the operation of a speculative political 
philosophy has adopted coitstitulion after constitution created in the 
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exact image of that thought. But they Iiad, to begin witii, absoiutely no 
democratic habit, — no democratic custom. Oraduaily that habit has 
grown, fostered amidst the deveiopmciits of local self-direction ; and 
the democratic thought has penetrated, weaving the body of practice, its 
only vehicle to such minds, to the rural poimlace. Constitutions and 
custom have thus advanced to meet one another, — constitutions compelled 
to adopt precedent rather titan doctrine as l.iicir basis, tliouglit, practical 
experience rather than the abstract conceptions of pliiiosophy ; and habit 
constrained to receive the suggestions of written law. Now, therefore, in 
the language of one of iter own writers, France litts “ a constitution the 
most summary in its text” (leaving most room, tliat is, for adjustments), 
the most customarij ill its application, iUi; most natural outcome of our 
manners and of llie force of circumstancc.s ” tliat slic lias yet possessed.* 
Institutions too theoretical in their basis to live at first, liave nevertheless 
furnished an atmosphere for the French mind anil liabil : that atmosphere 
has affected the life of France, — tliat life tlic atmosphere. T’lio result 
that lias been reached is normal libertj’, political vitality and vigor, civil 
. virility. 

Typical Character of Boman and English Law. — Roman 
law and English law are iieculiar among the legal systems of 
western Europe for the freedom anti individuality of their devel- 
opment. Rome’s jxts civile was, indeed, deeply modified through 
the influence of the jus gentium; it received its philosophy from 
Greece, and took some color from a hundred sources ; and English 
law, despite the isolation of its island home, received its jury 
system and many another suggestion from the Continent, and has 
been much, even if unconsciously, alfceted in its development by 
the all-pow'erfnl law of Rome. But Engli.sh and Roman law alike 
have been mucli less touched and colored than other systems by 
outside influences, and have presented to the world what may be 
taken as a picture of the natural, the normal, untrammelled evo- 
lution of law. 

The Order of Legal Development. — As tested by the his- 
tory of these systems, the order in which I have placed the 
Sources of Law is seen to be by no means a fixed order of histori- 
cal sequence. Custom is, indeed, the earliest fountain of Law, 
but Religion is a contemporary, an equally prolific, and in some 
stages of national development an almost identical sourcej Ad- 
iudication comes almost as early as authority itself, and froih a 

* Albert Sorel, Montesqnien (Am. trans.), pp. 200, 201. 
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very antique time goes hand in hand with Equity. Only Legis- ^ 
lation, the conscious and deliberate origination of Law, and Sci- 
entific Discussion, the reasoned development of its principles, 
await an advanced stage of growth in the body politic to assert 
their influence in law-making. In Eome, Custom was hardly 
separable from Eeligion, and hid the knowledge of its principles 
in the breasts of a privileged sacerdotal class ; among the English, 
on the contrary, Custom was declared in folk-moot by the voice 
of the people, — as possibly it had been among the ancestors of 
the Eomans. In both Eome and England there was added to the 
influence of the magistrate who adopted and expanded Custom 
in his judgments the influence of the magistrate (Prsetor or 
Chancellor) who gave to Law the flexible principles and practices 
I of Equity. And in both. Legislation eventually became the only 
’■source of Law. 

But in Eome Legislation grew up under circumstances 
entirely Eoman, to which English history can afford no parallel, 
Eome gave a prominence to scientific discussion such as never 
gladdened the hearts of philosophical lawyers in England. The 
opinions of distinguished lawyers were given high, almost conclu- 
sive, authority in the courts; and when the days of codification 
came, great texts as well as great statutes and deerees were 
embodied in the codes of the Empire. The legislation of the 
popular assemblies, which Englishmen might very easily have 
recognized, was superseded in the days of the Empire by impe- 
rial edicts and imperial codes such as the history of English legis- 
lation nowhere shows ; and over the formulation of these codes 
and edicts great jurists presided. The only thing in English 
j legal practice that affords a parallel to the influence of lawyers 
1 in Eome is the cumulative authority of judicial opinions. That 
extraordinary body of precedent, which has become as much a 
part of the substance of English law as are the statutes of the 
realm, may be considered the contribution of the legal profession 
to the law of England. 

v/The Forces Operative in the Development of Law. — The 

forces that create and develop law are thus seen to be the same 
as those which are operative in national and political development. 
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If that develoi^ment bring forth monarchical forms of govern- 
ment, if the eircumstanees amidst which a peoiile’s life is cast 
eradicate habits of local self-iule and establish habits of submis- 
sion to a single central authority set over a compacted state, that 
central authority alone will formulate and give voice to Law. 
If, on the other Inind, the national development be so favorably 
cast that habits of self-reliance and self-rule are fostered and con- 
firmed among the people, along with an active jealousy of any too 
great concentration of only partially responsible power. Law will 
more naturally proceed, through one instrumentality or another, 
from out the nation ; vox legis, vox populi. But in the one case 
hardly less than in the other Law will express, not the arbitraiy, 
self-origuiative will of the man or bcxly of men by whom it is for- 
mulated, but such rules as the bodj'^ of the nation is prepared by 
reason of its habits and fixed preferemjes to accept. The func- 
tion of the framers of Law is a function of interpretation, of 
formulation rather than of' origination : no step that they can 
tiike successfully can lie far apart from the lines along which 
the natioual life has run. Taiw is the creation, not of indi- 
viduals, but of the special needs, the .special opportunities, the 
special perils or misfortunes of communities. Xo ‘law-maker’ 
may force upon a people Law which has not in some sense been 
suggested to him by the circumstances or opinions of the nation 
for whom he acts. Uulers, in all steites alike, exercise the power 
of the community, but cannot exercise any other. The commu- 
nity may supinely ac,quies(!e iii the power arrogated to himself by 
the magistrate, but it can in no case really make him independent 
of itself. 

Here again I’rance furnishes our best illustration. We have 
a vivid confirmation of the truths stilted in such an event as 
the establishment of the Second Empire. The French people 
were not duped by Louis Napoleon. The facts were simply these. 
They were keenly conscious that they' were making a failure of 
the self-government whica they were just then attempting ; they 
wanted order and settled mle in place of fear of revolution and 
the certainty of turbulent politics; and they took the simpl^t, 
most straightforward and evident means of getting what they 
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Wanted. The laws of Napoleon were in a very real sense their 
twn creation. v/ 

The Power of the Community must he behind Law.— 

The law of some particular state may seem to be the command of 
a minority only of those who compose the state ; it may even m 
form utter only the will of a single despot ; but in reality laws 
which issue from the arbitrary or despotic authority of the few 
who occupy the central seats of the state can never be given full 
effect unless in one form or another the power of the community 
be behind them. Whether it he an active power organized to 
move and make itself prevalent or a mere inert power lying pas- 
sive as a vast immovable buttress to the great structure of abso- 
lute authority, the power of the community must support law 
or the law must be without effect. The bayonets of a minority 
cannot long successfully seek out the persistent disobediences 
of the majority. The majority must acquiesce or the law must 
be null. 

There can be no reasonable doubt tliat the power of Eussia’s 
Czar, vast and arbitrary as it seemed, derived its strength from 
the Eussian people. It was not the Czar’s personal power ; it 
was his power as head of the national church, as senii-sacred 
representative of the race and its historical development and 
organization. Its roots run deep into the tenacious, nourishing 
soil of immemorial habit. The Czar represented a history, not a 
caprice. Temporary, fleeting despots, like the first Napoleon, 
■ lead nations by the ears, playing to their love of glory, to their 
•sense of dignity and honor, to their ardor for achievement and 
their desire for older. 

Both a Uirror of Conceptions and an Active Force. — 

Looked at from an abstract point of view, Law is a body of prin- 
ciples, and as such constitutes a mii’ror of the prevalent concep- 
tions as to ethical standaids and social relationships in the 
communities in which it is accepted. But Law is also an active 
force, an expression of will. It is not merely a body of opinion ; 
it is also a body of practical rules in operation. It is opersr 
ti^D in two ways. It exercises both an ethical and a physical 
compulsion. 

It involves (1), an Ought, iu proportion as it is received as 
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just or expedient. It is a source of conviction and motive in 
proportion as it is accepted as true. This ethical force is its prin- 
cipal force, its force for the majority. It is daily influential in 
moving men to do even what they conceive to be contrary to their 
individual interests. And this even when it is unjust in parts, 
provided it be deemed sound and just as a whole. (2) For the 
minority, who do not yield to its moral force or feel its moral 
compulsions, it involves a Must, and speaks harshly of the power 
of the state. That power is not gimt enough to venture to say 
'You must’ to a prevalent inajoritj- of any people. In cases of 
conquest, it is true, like that of the Normans in England, an 
actual physical compulsion may be 02)erative for long jieriods to- 
gether even against a numerical majority, and the law may seem 
to possess an ethical force only for the minority. But generally 
the comimlsion is confined to the field of j)ublic law, in such 
cases ; and there are majorities in affairs which are to be 
reckoned, not by number, but by raqracity. 

Boman Law an Example. — The law of Borne affords 
in this respect an admirable example of the normal charac- 
ter of law. It was the fundamental thought of Roman Law 
that it was the will of the Roman people. The political lib- 
erty of the Roman consisted in his membershiiJ of the state 
and his consequent particijjation, either direct or indirect, in 
the utterance of law. As an individual he ■was subordinated 
to the will of the state ; but his own will as a free burgess 
was a part of the .state’s will. He ivas an integral jmrt of 
the community, his own power found its realization in the 
absolute potestas et majestas popuU. This giant will of the 
people, speaking through the organs of the state, constituted a 
very absolute power, by which the individual was completely 
dommated ; but individual rights were recognized in the equality 
of the law, in its purpose to deal equally with high and low, with 
strong and weak ; and this was the Roman recognition of indi- 
vidual liberty. 

The Power of Habit. — Legislators, those who exercise 
the authority of a community, build upon the habit of their 4o- 
called ‘ subjects.’ If they be of the same race and sharers of the 
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same liistory as those wlioni they rule, their accommodation of 
their acts to the national habit will be in large part unconscious ; 
for that habit runs in their own veins as well as in the veins of the 
people. If they be invaders or usurpers, they avoid crossing the 
prejudices or the long-abiding practices of the nation out of 
caution or prudence. In any ease their activity skims but the 
surface, avoids the sullen depths of the popular life. They work 
arbitrary decrees upon individuals, but they are balked of power 
to turn about the life of the mass ; that they can effect only l)y 
slow and insidious measures which almost insensibly deflect the 
habits of the people into channels which lead away from old into 
new and different methods and' puriroses. The habit of the 
nation is the material on which the legislator works ; and its 
qualities constitute the limitations of his power. It is stubborn 
material, and dangerous. If he venture to despise it, it forces 
him to regard and humor it ; if he would put it to unaccustomed 
uses, it balks him ; if he seek to force it, it will explode in his 
hands and destroy him. The authority is not his, but only the 
leadership. 

Law's Utterance of National Character. — There is no 
rmiversal law, but for each nation a law of its own, which bears 
evident marks of having been developed along with the national 
character, which mirrors the sjrecial life of the particular people 
whose political and social judgments it embodies (page 75). 
I' The despot may be possly arbitrary ; he may violate every prin- 
■ ciple of right in his application of the law to individuals ; he 
may even suspend all justice in individual cases ; but the law, 
the principles which he violates or follows at pleasure, he 
takes from the- peoide whom he governs, extracts from their 
habit and history. What he changes is .the application me.rc^'j 
not the principles, of justice; and he changes that application 

1 ’ only with reference to a comparatively small number of individ- 
uals whom he specially picks out for his enmity or displeasure. 
He cannot violently turn about the normal processes of the 
national law. 

Germanic law. — We have in Germanic law an example 
of the influence of national character upon legal systems as con- 
spicuous as that afforded by Roman law itself, and the example 
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is all tlie more instructive wlien put alongside of the Roman 
because of the sharpness of the contrasts between Roman and 
Germanic legal conceptions. Although so like the Romans in 
practical political sagacity and common-sense legal capacity, the 
Germans had very different conceptions as to the basis and 
nature of law. Their law spoke no such exaltation of the public 
power, and consequently no such intense realization of unity. 
The individual German was, so to say, given play outside the 
law ; his rights were not relative, but absolute, self-centred. 
It was the object of the public polity rather to give effect to 
individual worth and liberty than to build together a compact, 
dominant community. German law, therefore, took no thought 
for systematic equality, but did fcike careful thought to leave 
room for the fullest possible assertion of that individuality which 
must inevitably issue in inequality. It was a flexible frame- 
work for the play of individual forces. It lacked the energy, 
the united, triumphant stoength of the Roman system ; but it 
contained untold treasures of variety and of individual achieve- 
ment. It, no less than Roman law, rested broadly upon national 
character; and it was to supply in general European history 
what the Roman* system could not contribute.* 

‘/Sovereignty: who gives Law? — If, then, la\y be a 
product of national character, if the po wer o f .the communitj’’ 
must be behind it to give it efficacy, and the habit of the com- 
munity in it to give it reality, where is the seat of sovereignty ? 
Whereabouts and in whom does sovereignty reside, and what 
is Sovereignty '! Tliese, manifestly, are questions of great scope 
and complexity, and yet questions central to a right understand- 
ing of the nature and genesis of law. It will be best to approach 
our answers to them by way of an illustration. 

In England, sovereignty is said to rest with the legis- 
lative power: with Parliament acting with the approval of the 
Crown, or, not to discard an honored legal Action, with the Grown 
acting with the assent of Parliament. Whatever an Act of Par- 
liament prescribes is -.law, even though it cbnlravehe'every prui- 

* 

‘ What is here said of Germanic law and the Germans refers to the primi- 
tive, nut to tin: modern Germans. Tlie pi'esent Geiman laws and Germans 
are all that tliose here spoken of were not. 
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ciple, constitutional or only of private right, recognized before 
the passage of the Act as inviolable. Such is the theory. The 
ivell-known fact is, that Parliament dare do nothing that will 
even seem to contravene principles held to be sacred in the 
sphere either of constitutional privilege or private right. Should 
Parliament violate such principles, their action would be repu- 
diated by the nation, their will, failing to become indeed law, 
would pass immediately into the limbo of things repealed ; Par- 
liament itself would be purged of its offending members. Parlia- 
ment is master, can utter valid commands, only so far as it 
interprets, or at least does not cross, the wishes of the people; 
Whether or not it be possible to say with the approval of thosb 
who insist upon maintaining the rules of a strict abstract logic 
that the sovereignty of Parliament is limited de jure, that is, in 
law, it is manifestly the main significant truth of the case that 
parliamentary sovereignty is most imperatively limited de facto, 
in fact. Its actual power is not a whit broader for having a free 
field in law, so long as the field in which it really moves is fenced 
high about by firm facts. 

; Sovereignty, therefore, as ideally conceived in legal theory, 

! nowhere actually exists. The sovereignty which does exist is 
something much more vital, — though, like most living things, 
much less easily conceived. It is the will of an organized 
independent community, whether that will speak in acquiescence 
merely, or in active creation of the forces and conditions of poli- 
tics, The kings or parliaments who serve as its vehicles utter 
it, but they do not possess it. Sovereignty resides in the com- 
munity ; but its organs, whether those organs be supreme mag- 
istrates, busy legislatures, or subtile privileged classes, are as 
various as the conditions of historical growth. 

Certain Legal Conoeptions Universal. — The correspond- 
ence of law with national character, its basis in national habit, 
does not deprive it of all universal characteristics. Many com- 
mon features it does wear among all civilized peoples. As the 
Komans found it possible to put together, from the diversified 
sjswtems of law existing among the subject peoples of the Mediter- 
ranean basin, a certain number of general maxims of justice out 
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of which to construct the foundations of their jusgicntiMm, so may 
jurists to-day discover in all systems of law alike certain common 
moral judgments, a certain evidence of unity of thought regarding 
the greater j)rinciples of equity. There is a common legal con- 
science in mankind. 

Thus, for example, the sacredness of human life; among 
all Aryan nations at least, the sanctity of the nearer family 
relationships ; in all systems at all developed, the plainer prin- 
ciples of ‘mine ’and ‘thine’; the obligation of promises; many 
obvious duties of man to man suggested by the universal inoraJ 
consciousness of the race, receive recognition under all systems 
alike. Sometimes resemblances between systems the most widely 
separated in time and sjjace run even into ceremonial details, 
such as the emblematic transfer of property, and into many items 
of personal right and obligation. 

w/ Law and Ethics. — It by no means follows, however, 
that because law thus embodies the moral judgments of the 
race on many points of personal relation and individual conduct, 
it is to be considered a sort of positive, concrete Ethics, — Ethics 
crystallized into definite commands towards which the branch of 
culture which we call ‘ Etliies ’ stands related as theory to prac- 
■ tice. Ethics concerns the whole walk and conversation of the 
• individual ; it touclies the rectitude of each man’s life, the truth 
of his dealings with his own conscience, the whole substance of 
character and conduct, righteousness both of act and of mental 
habit. Law, on the other hand, concerns only man’s life in 
society. It not only confines itself to controlling the outward 
acts of men ; it limits itself to those particular acts of man to 
man which can be regulated by the public authority, which it has 
proved practicable to regulate in accordance with uniform rules 
applicable to all alike and in an equal degree. It does not essay 
to , punish untruthfulness as such, it only annuls conti-acts ob- 
tained by fraudulent misrepresentation and makes good such 
pecuniary damage as the deceit may have entailed. It does not 
censure ingratitude or any of the subtler forms of faithlessness, 
it only denounces its penalties against open and tangible actw>f 
dishonesty. It does not assume to be the guardian .of men’s char- 
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acters, it only staniLs with a whip for those who give overt proof 
of bad character iu their dealings with their fellow-men. Its limi- 
tations are thus limitations both of hind arid of degree. It ad- 
dresses itself to the regulation of outward conduct only ; that is 
its limitation of kind ; and it regulates outward conduct only so 
far as workable and uniform rules can be found for its regulation ; 
that is its limitation of degree. 

Mala Prohibita. — Law thus plays the role neither of 
conscience nor of Providence. More than this, it follows stand- 
ards of policy only, not absolute standards of right and wrong. 
Many things that are wrong, even within the sphere of social 
conduct, it does not prohibit ; many things not wrong in them- 
selves it does prohibit. It thus creates, as it were, a new class 
of wrongs, relative to itself alone : mafa prohibita, things wrong 
because forbidden. In keeping the commands of the state re- 
garding things fairly to be called morally indifferent in them- 
selves men are guided by their legal conscience. Society rests 
upon obedience to the laws : laws determine the rules of social 
convenience as well as of social right and wrong ; and it is as 
necessary for the perfecting of social relationships that the rules 
of convenience be obeyed as it is that obedience be rendered to 
those which touch more vital matters of conduct. 

Thus it cannot be said to Ire inherently wrong for a man to 
marry his deceased wife’s sister ; but if tlie laws, seeking what 
may be esteemed to be a purer order of family relationships, 
forbid such a marriage, it becomes malnm ^mhibitum : it is wrong 
because illegal. 

It would certainl)' not be wrong for a trustee to buy the trust 
estate under his control if he did so in good faith and on terras 
manifestly advantageous to the persons in whose interest he held 
it ; but it is contrary to wise public policy that such purchases 
should be allowed, because a trustee would have too many oppor- 
tunities for unfair dealing in such transactions. The law will 
under no circumstances hold the sale of a trust estate to the 
trustee valid. Such purchases, however good the faith in which 
tb«y are made, are mala prohibita. 

Or take, as another example, police regulations whose only 
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object is to serve tlie convenience of society in crowded cities. 
A street parade, witli bands and Iraniiers and men in uniform is 
quite harmless and is immensely pleasing to those who love the 
glitter of epaulettes and brass buttons and the blai'e of trumpets ; 
but i)olice regulations must see to it that city streets are kept 
clear for the ordinary daily movements of the busy city popular 
tion, and to parade without license is malum prohibitum. 

In all civilized states law has long since abaiidonefl attempts 
to regulate conscience or opinion ; it would find it, too, both 
fruitless and unwise to essay any regulation of conduct, however 
reprehensible in itself, which did not issue in definite and 
tangible acts of injury to others. Jiut it does seek to command 
the outward conduct of men in their palpable dealings with each 
other in society. Law is the mirror of active political life. It 
may be mi^js .instructed by the ethical judgments of thfi com- 
muiui^but its own province is not distinctively ethical ; it may 
regard religious principle, but it is not a code of religion. Ethics 
has been called the science of the well-being of man, law the 
science of his right civil conduct. Ethics concerns the develop- 

! ' nient of character ; religion, the development of man’s relation 
with God ; law, the development of men’s relations to each other 
I. in society. Ethics, says Mr. Sidgwick, “is connected with 
j politics so far as the well-being of any individual man is bound 
I up with the well-being of his society.” 

International Law. — International Law may be described as 
law in an incomplete state. It is law without a forceful sanctioni 
such as exists for the ordinary law of the land. There is no] 
earthly power to which all nations are subject ; there is no power, 
therefore, above the nations to enforce obedience to rules of con- 
duct as between them, yet International Law is not lacking in 
sanction altogether ; it rests upon those principles of right action, 
of justice, and of consideration which have so universal an 
acceptance in the moral judgment of men that they have been 
styled the Laws of Nature. Back of it in the first instance is 
the common public opinion of the world. When this public 
opinion is flouted, and the principles and practices of in|^- 
national Law are disregarded, then the physical force of in- 
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dividual states ov groups of states may be brought to bear upon 
the law-breaker. International Law is the law of the inter- 
national community of states ; its principles are those upon which 
the successful life of that community depends. The society of 
states is not yet fully organized and International Law is incom- 
plete just to the extent that this society lacks organization ; its 
courts, its judges, its legislatures are rudimentary and are want- 
ing as yet in that definiteness of constitution and authority which 
we find in individual states. 

Early writers like Grotius and Vattel embodied it in distinct 
statements of what they conceived to be the almost self-evident 
principles of the Law of Nature. In process of time, the practice 
of nations has been recorded in state papers and in learned 
treatises by hosts of scholars ; principles of international action 
have been agreed to in treaties by which states acting in pairs or 
in groups have agreed to be bound in their relations with each 
other, and both iiractioe and agreements have found their way 
into the statutes or established judicial precedents of enlightened 
individual states. More and more international conventions have 
come to recognize certain elements of right, of equity and comity 
as settled, as always to be accepted in transactions between 
states. The practice of concerted action by the states of the 
world in formulating International Law is best exemplified in the 
First and Second Hague Conferences of 1899 and 1907, where 
much of the practice of International Law was formulated and 
definite rules accepted by the great body of states as binding 
upon them. 

The formation of a “League of Nations” to bring pressure to 
bear upon a state unmindful of its international obligations will 
go far towards supplying the sanction of regulated force which 
International Law has hitherto lacked. 

These rules concern the conduct of war, diplomatic inter- 
course, the rights of citizens of one country living under the 
dominion of another, jurisdiction at sea, the rights and duties of 
neutrals, etc. Extradition principles are settled almost always 
agreement between country and country, as are also 
commercial arrangements, fishing rights, and all similar matters 
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not of universal bearing. But even in such matters example 
added to example is turning nations in the direction of uniform 
principles ; such, for instance, as that political offences shall not 
be included among extraditable crimes, unless they involve 
ordinary crimes of a very heinous nature, such as murder. 

Laws of Nature and Laws of the State . — The analogy 
between political laws, the laws which speak the will of the state, 
and natural laws, the laws which express the orderly succession 
of events in nature, has often been dwelt upon, and is not without 
instructive significance. In the one set of laws as in tlie other, 
there is, it would seem, a uniform prescription as to the opera- 
tion of the forces that make for life. The analogy is most in- 
structive, however, where it fails: it is more instructive, that is, 
to note the contrasts between the laws of nature and laws of the 
state than to note such likeness as exists between them. The 
contrasts rather than the resemblances serve to make evident the 
real nature of political regulation. “Whenever we have made 
out by careful and repeated observation,” says Professor Huxley, 
“that something is always the cause of a certain effect, or that 
certain events always take place in the same order, we speak of 
the truth thus discovered as a law of nature. Thus it is a law 
of nature that anything heavy falls to the ground if it is unsup- 
ported. . . . But the laws of nature are not the causes of the 
order of nature, but only our way of stating as much as we have 
made out of that order. Stones do not fall to the ground in con- 
sequence of the law just stated, as people sometimes carelessly 
say ; but the law is a way of asserting that which invariably hap- 
pens when heavy bodies at the surface of the earth, stones among 
the rest, are free to move.” 

Whatever analogies may exist between such generalized state- 
ments of physical fact and the rales in accordance with which 
men are constrained to act in organized civil society it may be 
profitable for the curious carefully to inquire into. What it is 
most profitable for the student of politics to observe is the 
wide difference between the two, which Professor Huxley very 
admirably states as follows : “ Human law consists of cc^S- i 
mands addressed to voluntary agents, which they may obey or ] 
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disobey; and the law is not rendered null and void by being 
broken.' Natural laws, on the other hand, are not commands, 
but assertions respecting the invariable order of nature ; and they 
remain law only so long as they can be sho^vn to express that 
order. To speak of the violation or suspension of a law of nature 
is an absurdity. All tliat the phrase can really mean is that, 
luider certain circumstances, the assertion contained in the law is 
not true ; and the just conclusion is, not that the order of nature 
is interrupted, but that we have made a mistake in stating that 
order. A true natural law is a imiversal rule, and, as such, ad- 
mits of no exception.” In brief, human choice enters into the 
law of the state, whereas from natural law that choice is alto- 
gether excluded ; it is dominated by fixed necessity. Human 
choice, indeed, enters every part of political law to modify it. It 
is the element of change ; and it has given to the growth of law 
a variety, a variability, and an irregularity which no other power 
could have imparted. 

Limitations of Political Law. — We have thus laid bare 
to our view some of the most instructive characteristics of politi- 
cal law. The laws of nature formulate effects invariably pro- 
duced by forces of course adequate to produce them ; but behind 
political laws there is not always a force adequate to produce the 
effects which they are desigired to produce. The force, the sanc- 
tion, as jurists say, which lies behind the laws of the state is the 
organized armed power of the community : compulsion raises its 
arm against the man who refuses to obey (pages 26, 78). But 
the public power may sleep, may be inattentive to breaches of 
law, may suffer itself to be bribed, may be outwitted or thwarted : 
laws are not always ‘ enforced.’ This element of weakness it is 
which opens up to us one aspect at least of the nature of Law. 
Law is no more efficient than the state whose will it utters. The 
laiv of Turkey shares all the imperfections of ■the Turkish power ; 
the laws of England bespeak in their enforcement the efficacy of 
English government. Good laws are of no avail under a bad gov- 

^ These passages are taken from Professor Huxley’s Science Primer, 
Introductory. 
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ernmenfc ; a weak, decadent state may speak tlie liigliest purposes 
in its statutes and yet do the worst things in its actual admin- 
istration. Commonly, however, law embodies the real purposes 
of the state, and its enforcement is a matter of administrative 
capacity or of concerted power simply. 

Public Law. — The two great divisions under which law 
may best be studied are these : (1) Public Laic, (2) Private Late. 
Public law is that which immediately coneerus the existence, 
the structure, the functions, and the methods of the state. Taken 
in its full scope, it includes not only what we familiarly know 
as constitutional law, but also what is known as administrative 
law, as well as all civil procedure in the courts and all criminal 
law^ In brief, it is that portion of hiw which determines a 
state’s own character and its relations to its citizens. 

Private Law. — Private law, on the other hand, is that 
portion of positive law which secures to the citizen his rights as 
against the other citizens of the state. It seeks to effect justice 
between individual and individual ; its sphere is the sphere of 
individual right and duty. 

It is to the Eomans that- we are indebted for a first partial 
recognition of this important division in the province of Law, 
though later times have given a diffenmt basis to this distinction. 
I say ‘bidebted’ because the distinction between public and 
private law has the most immediate connections with individual 
liberty. Without it, we have the state of afl'airs that existed in 
Greece, where there was no sphere wdiich was not the state’s ; 
and where the s])here of the state’s relations to the individual 
was as wide as the sphere of the law itself. Individual liberty 
can exist only where it is recognized that there are rights which 
the state does not create, but only secures. 

Jurisprudence. — .furisprudence is a term of much lati- 
tude, but when used strictly must bo taken to mean the Science 
of Law. The science of law is complete only when it 'has laid 
bare both the nature and the geiiesis_ of law : the nature of law 
must be obscure until its genesis and the genesis of . the con- 
ceptions upon which it is based have been explored ; and t^t 
genesis is a matter, not of logical analysis, but of history. Many 
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.'writers upon jurisprudence, therefore, have insisted upon the 
! historical method of study as the only proper method. They 
have sought in the history of society and of institutions to dis- 
cover the birth and trace the development of jural conceptions, 
the growths of practice which have expanded into the law of 
property or of torts, the influences which have contributed to the 
orderly regulation of man’s conduct in society. •. 

In the hands of another school of writers, however, jurispru- 
dence has been narrowed to the dimensions of a science of law 
in its modern aspects only. They seek to discover, bj an analy- 
sis of law in its jjresent full development, the rights which 
habitually receive legal recognition and the methods by which 
states secure to their citizens their rights, and enforce upon them 
their duties, by positive rules backed by the abundant sanction 
of the public power. In their view, not only is the history of 
law not jurisprudence, but, except to a very limited extent, it is 
not even the material of jurisprudence. Its material is law as it 
at present exists. The history of that law is only a convenient 
light in which the real content and purpose of existing law may 
be made plainer to the analyst. The coimlusions of these writers 
are subject to an evident limitation, therefore. Their analysis of 
law, being based upon existing legal systems alone and taking 
the fully developed law for grunted, can be applied to law in the 
earlier stages of society only by careful modification, only by a 
more or less subtle and ingenious accommodation of the meaning 
of its terms. 

Historical jurisprudence alone, — .a science of law, that is, 
constructed by means of the historical analysis of law and always 
squaring its conclusions with the history of society, can serve 
the objects of the student of politics. The processes of analytical 
jurisprudence, however, having been conducted by minds of the 
greatest subtlety and acuteness, serve a very useful purpose in 
supplying a logical structure of thought touching full-grown 
systems of law. 

■ The Analytical Account of Law In the thought of the 

analytical school every law is a command, “ an order issued by a 
inferior.” “Every positive law is ‘ set by a sever- 
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eign person, or sovereign bod}' of persons, to a member or mem- 
bers of the indeiiendejit political society wherein that person or 
body of persons is sovereign or superior.’ ” In its terms, mani- 
festly, such an analysis applies only to times when the will of 
the state is always siJokeii by a dehiiite authority ; not with the 
voice of custom, which proceeds no one knows whence ; not with 
the voice of religion, which speaks to the conscience as well as 
to the outward life, and whose sanctions are derived from the 
unseen power of a supernatural being ; nor yet with the voice of 
scientiiic discussion, whose authors have no authority except that 
of clear reason ; but with the distinct accents of command, with 
the voice of the judge and the legislator. 

The Analytical Account of Sovereignty. — The analytical 
account of sovereignty is equally clear-cut and positive. Laws, 

“ being commands, emanate from a determinate source,” from a 
sovereign authority ; and analytical jurisprudence is very strict 
and formal in its delinitiou of sovereignty. A sovereign “ is a 
determinate person, or body of persons, to wliom the bulk of the 
members of an organized communitj’- are in the habit of render- 
ing obedience and who are themselves not in the habit of render- 
ing obedience to any human superior.” It follows, of course, that 
no community which is not independent can have a law of its 
own. The law of • the more fully developed English colonies, for 
example, though it is made by the enactment of their own parlia- 
ments, is not law by virtue of such enactment, because those 
parliaments are in the habit of being obedient to the authorities 
ill London and are not tlieiusclves sovei'eign. The sovereignty 
which lies back of all law in the colonies is said to be the sov- 
ereignty of the parliament of England. 

It would seem to follow that our own federal authorities are 
sovereign. They are a determinate body of persons to whom the 
bulk of the nation is habitually obedient and who are themselves 
obedient to no human superior. But then what of the authority 
of the states in that great sjihere of action which is altogether 
and beyond dispute their own, which tlie federal authorities do 
not and cannot enter, within which their own people are habiW 
ually obedient to them, and in which they arc not subject to any 
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earthly superior ? It has been the habit of all our earlier writers 
and statesmen to say that -with us sovereignty is divided. But 
the abstract sovereignty of u'hich the legal analyst speaks is held 
to be indivisible : it iniist be whole. Analysis, therefore, is 
driven to say that with us sovereignty rests in its entirety with 
that not very determinate body of persons, the people of the 
United States, the powers of sovereignty resting with the state 
and federal authorities by delegation from the people. 

The difficulty of applying the analytical account of sovereignty 
to our own law is in 23art avoided if law be defined as “ the com- 
mand of an authorized imblic organ, acting within the sjdiere of 
its competence. "What orga,ns are authorized, and what is the 
sphere of their competence, is of course determined by the or- 
ganic law of the state ; and this law is the direct command of the 
sovereign.” i The only difficulty left by this solution is that of 
making room in our system for both a sovereign peojile of tlio 
single state and a sovereign people of the Union. 

Summary. — Spoken first in the slow and general voice 
, of custom. Law speaks at last in the clear, the multifarious, the 
‘ active tongues of legislation. It grows with the growth of the 
community. It cannot outrun the conscience of the community 
and be real, it cannot outlast its judgments and retain its force. 
It mirrors social advance. If it anticipate the development of 
the imblic thought, it must wait imtil the common judgment and 
conscience grow up to its standards before it can have life ; if it 
lag behind the common judgment and conscience, it must become 
obsolete, and will come to be moi’e honored in the breach than in 
the observance. 

* This definition I have taken the liberty of extracting from some very 
valuable notes on this chapter kindly furnished me by Professor Monroe 
Smith, who upon this subject speaks authoritatively. 
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POLITY AND GOVERNMENT DURING 
THE MIDDLE AGES. 


Contact of the Teutonic Tribes with Rome. — The Teutonic 
tribes which, in the fifth and following centuries, threw them- 
selves into the Western Roman Empire to possess it were not all 
of them strangers to the polity which they overset. The Romans 
had often invaded Germany, and, although as often thrust out, 
had established a supremacy over the minds at least, if not over 
the liberties, of the Germans. Those tribes which had lived 
nearest the Rhine and the Danube, moreover, had long been in 
more or loss constant contact with the masters of the hlediter- 
ranean and the western world, and hud, of course, been deei)ly 
affected by the example of Roman civilization. Teutons had, 
besides, entered and, so to say, espoused the Roman world in 
great numbers, in search of individual adventure or advantage, 
long before the advent of the bavbariaus as armed and emigrant 
hosts. Rome had drawn some of her finest legions from these 
races which she could not subdue. Her armies were in the later 
days of the Empire full of stalwart, fair-haired Germans. Even 
her greater officers and officials were oftentimes of that blood. 

Primitive Teutonic Instftutions. — When Franks and Goths 
and Burgundians moved as militant races to the supplanting of 
Roman dominion, they, nevertheless, took with them into western 
Europe, torn as it was by Romau dissensions and sapped by 
Roman decay, an individuality of their own. They had their 
own contribution to make to the history of institutions. They 
had lived under a system of government combining, though in 

•J4 



PmjTY DURING THE JIIDDLE AGES. 


95 


somewhat crude forms, tribal unity and individual independence. ' 
Amongst them, as amongst other Aryan peoples, kinship const!- ' 
tuted the basis of association and the primal sanction of authority; i 
and the family was the unit of government. Kinsmen, fellow- ) 
tribesmen, were grouped in villages, and each village maintained ' 
without question its privileges of self-government, legislating 
upon its common affairs and administering its common property 
in village meeting. Its lands Avere the proiierty, not of indi- 
viduals, but of the community; but they were allotted in separate 
parcels to the freemen of the eommunity, upon would-be equit- 
able principles, to be cultivated for private, not for communal, 
profit. Chiefs there ivere who exercised magisterial poivers, but 
these chiefs Avero elected in village meeting. They did not deter- 
mine the Aveightier questions of custom, in the administration of 
justice: that Avas the province of the village meeting itself; and 
such judicial authority as they did exercise Avas shared by 
‘assessors ’ chosen from the Avhole body of their free fellow- 
villaigers. 

Free, Ilnfree, and Koblfe. — Not all their fellow-villagers 
were free. There Avere some avIio Avere excluded from political 
privilege and Avho held their lands only as serfs of the freemen 
of the community; and there were others, lower still in rank, 
Avho Avere simple slaves. There Avere, again, on the other 
hand, some Avlio ivere more than free, ivho, for one reason or 
another, had risen to a recognized nobility of station, to a posi- 
tion of esteem, and to an estate of Avcalth above those of the rest 
of the community. But nobility did not carry Avith it exceptional 
political privilege: it only assured a consideration Avhich jmt its 
possessor in the Avay of Avinning the greater preferments of office 
in the gift of the village meeting. Tlie power of the noble de- 
pended upon the franchises of his community rather than upon 
any virtue in his oavii blood. 

Interoommunal Government. — It Avas not often that a 
village stood apart in entire dissociation from all similar tribal 
or family centres; but Avhen it did, the poAvers of its mool (meet- 
ing) extended beyond the choice of magistrates, the managemoai 
of the communal property, and the administration of communal 
justice. It also declared Avar and apjjointcd leaders of the com- 
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munal ‘host.’ Commonly, however, these greater matters of war 
and of ‘foreign relations ’ were determined by assemblies repre- 
senting more than one village. Communities sent out offshoots 
which remained connected with them by federal bonds; or inde- 
pendent communities drew together into leagues ; and it was the 
grand folk-moot of the confederated communities wliich sum- 
moned the ‘host’ and elected leaders, — which sometimes even 
chose the chiefs who were to preside over the administration of 
the several villages. 

Military Leadership : the Comitatus. — The leaders selected 
to head the ‘host’ were generally men of tried powers who could 
inspire confidence and kindle emulation in their followers; and 
such men, though in all cases chosen to official leadership only 
for a single campaign, never even in times of peace ceased to be, 
potentially at least, the heads of military enterprise and daring 
adventure. Not uncommonly they would break the monotony of 
peace and dull inactivity by gathering about them a band of 
volunteers and setting forth, spite of the peace enjoyed by their 
tribe, to make fighting or find plunder somewhere for their own 
sakes. About men of this stamp there g.athered generally all 
the young blades of the tribe who thirsted for exoiteinont or 
adventure, or who aspired to gain proficiency in firms. These 
became the military household, tlie comitatus, of their chosen 
chieftain, his permanent, inseparable retinue, bound to him by 
the closest ties of personal allegiance, sitting always at his table, 
and at once defending his person and emulating his prowess in 
battle ; a band who looked to him for their sustenance, their mili- 
tary ecpiipment, and their rewards for valor, but who rendered 
him in return a gallant service which added much to his social 
consideration and gave him rank among the most powerful of his 
fellow-tribesmen. 

Contrasts between the Teutonic System and the Boman. — 

These features of tribfil confederation and personal supremacy, 
though suggestive at many points of the primitive Roman state, 
were in strong contrast with the Roman polity as it existed at 
ihe time of the invasions. They were not only rude and primitive 
and characteristic every way of a very much less advanced stage 
of civilization, but they also contained certain principles which 
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were in radical contradiction to conceptions obviously funda- 
mental to Eoman state life. 

Boman Allegiance to the State. — The central contrast 
between the two systems may !« roughly summed up in the 
statement that the Teutonic was essentially personal, the Eoman 
essentially impersonal. Neither the Eoman soldier nor the 
Eoman citizen knew anything of the personal allegiance whieli 
was the chief amalgam of primitive Clerman polities. Ilis sub- 
ordination was to the state, and that subordination was so com- 
plete that he was practically merged in tlie state, possessijig 
no rights but those of a child of the liody })olitic. His obli- 
gation to obey the magistrate in the city or his commander in 
the field lasted only so long as the magistrate’s or command- 
er’s commission lasted. Allegiance had no connection with 
the magistrate or the commander as a jicrson : magistrate and 
commander claimed allegiance only as representatives of the 
state, its temporary embodiment. To them as the stale, the citi- 
zen or soldier owed the yicdding of everything, even of life itself : 
for as against the state the Roman had no private rights. While 
he held office, tlu'refore, and shared the iniperiiim, magistrate or 
commander was omnijiotcnt ; his official conduct could be called 
ill question only after bis term of office was at an end and he had 
ceased to be tlie state's self. Of course much decay had come 
into the heart of such priiicii»lcs ere the Empire was forced to 
break before the barliarian ; but they never ceased to be central 
to Eoman political concciition. 

Teutonic Personal Allegiance. — With the Teutons, on 
the contrary, political association manifested an irresistible ten- 
dency towards just the oiiposite pruiciples. When they came to 
their final triumjih over the Empire they came ranked and asso- 
ciated upon grounds of jiersonal allegiance. In their old life 
in Germany, as we have seen above, their relations to their 
commanders did not cease at the close of a war sanctioned by the 
community, though the conimissiou of their leaders did expire 
then. Many, — and those the bravest and best, — remained mem- 
bers of their leaders’ comitatns, Ixmnd to him by no public ecutr 
maiid or sanction at all, but only by his personal supremacy over 
them. They even made themselves members of his household, 
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depended upon the bounties of his favor, and constituted them- 
selves a personal following of their chosen leader such as no 
Koinan but a fawning client would have deigned to belong to. 
It was a polity of individualism which presented many striking 
points of surprise to Homan observers. Individuals had under 
such a system a freedom of origination and a separateness of 
unofficial personal weight which to the Homan were altogether 
singular and in large part repugnant. 

Temporary Coexistence of the Two Systems. — For long 
after the Teuton had established his dominion over the Homan- 
ized populations of Europe, Teutonic and Homan institutions 
lived side by side, each set persistent for its own people. The 
conquerors did not try to eradicate the old population or the 
old laws of the Empire. They simply carried into the midst of 
the Empire their own customs, which they kept for themselves, 
without thrusting them upon their new subjects. They appro- 
priated to their own uses large tracts of the conquered lands, and 
established upon them such bodies of free landholders as they had 
known and built their polity upon in their old seats, either cast- 
ing out those who already occupied them or reducing the occupiers 
to a servile condition; but much of the land they left untouched, 
to be occupied as before. Of course Teutonic customs, being tlie 
customs of the dominant race, more and more affected the older 
Roman rights, even if only insensibly; and Roman principles of 
right, belonging as they did to a much superior and much more 
highly developed civilization, which the Teuton had already long 
reverenced, must have had quite as great a modifying effect upon 
the Teutonic customs, which now, so to say, lay alongside of 
them. The Homan polity had entered into the whole habit of 
the older provincials and still retained, despite the disorders 
of the later days of the Empire, not a little of its old vigor and 
potency. It had strongly affected the imaginations of the Ger- 
mans when they had touched only its geographical borders, and 
it did not fail in a certain measure to dominate them even now, 
when it was at their feet. They made no attempt to stamp it 
oji-t. They, on the contrary, tolerated, respected, imitated it. 

‘Personal’ Law. — What looked like tolerance on the 
part of the Teutons was in reality for the most part only a natural 
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outcome of certain fixed conceptions of the race. The hosts which 
had poured into tlie itunuiii territories were much greater and' 
more various in their make-iq) than any the Teutonic peoples 
had gathered in their coininunal life in the forests of Germany. 
They represented tribes united : kindred tribes, indeed, but still 
tribes only very loosely confederated at home, if united there 
under any common government at all. These each had their own 
law. Salian Trank had one law and custom, Kipuarian Frank 
another; Frank had one right and praetice, Burgundian anotlier; 
and it was a principle everywhere observed among Teutons that, 

. whether joined with others in a common enterprise or not, each 
man must be judged and given his right by his own native law, 
according to the custom of liis own peo]>le. Each had his ‘ per- 
sonal ’ privilege of Idood and custom, must be adjudged by Ids 
own ‘personal’ law, the law of his own tribe or homeland. So 
at any rate we have now come to phrase it; and we know that in 
giving leave to the people of the Roman territories to keep their 
law also, the conquerors were but extending to tliem a habit of 
their own, alike in thought and iiractice. 

Relative Influence of Reman and Teutonic Systems. — So 
far as any general duscriptioii of this mi-vture of Roman and 
Teutonic influences may be ventured, it may be said that the 
Teutonic had their greatest weight on the side of political organi- 
zation, the Homan on the side of the development of private 
rights. Tlie Teutons, of course, tried to reproduce in their new 
settlements the communal life peculiar to their own native insti- 
tutions; tliey endeavore<l to organize their own power, according 
to the immemorial fashion of their own politics, on the basis of 
a freehold tenure of the land and local self-administration, — a 
free division of tlie spoils on the principle of individual equality 
among the freemen of the tribes. They Iqid stamped out the 
Roman state in the invaded territory; Roman p)iblic law they had 
of course displaced, destroyed. It wis Roman conceptions as to 
private relations that gradually modified tlieir Teutonic system. 
That system rested, as regarded its political features hardly 
less than at all other points, upon the relations of individuSt 
to individual, and as tlie example of the Roman practices, still 
preserved by the conquered jjopulations about them, modified 
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these relations of iiidividual to individual, great changes were 
by consequence inevitably wrought in political organization as 
well. Such changes were, however, not in the direction of a 
reproduction of Eoinaii political method, but in the direction of 
the creation of that singular public polity which we designate 
as mediatval. 

Eoman Influence upon Private law. — The Eoman influ- 
ence thus told most directly and most powerfully through the 
medium of Eoman private law. That law had developed too 
complete and perfect a system, and was much too suitable to tlie 
new conditions in the midst of which they found themselves, to 
fail of influence amongst the new organizers. The Teutonic 
peoples, leaders and followers alike, were prei)ared to admire and 
heed Eoman civil arrangements. The leaders had in many cases 
a fancy for seeming successors to the Eoman Emperor. They 
were prompt, when their ijower was once established, to draw the 
law which was to be ‘ personal ’ to their Eoman subjects into a 
crude but formal code, after the manner of Theodosius. King 
Gundobad, of the Burgundians, had such a code put together out 
of the older Eoman codices, the writings of Paulus and Gains, 
and the text-books aud interpretations of the schools, so early as 
the year dOO a.d., five years after he had given his own people a 
similar statement of their own law. The new code was the “Lex 
Romana Biirgundiomm,'’ tlio Roman law of the Burgundians, as 
contradistinguished from tlieir own Burgundian law; and its pro- 
visions were chiefly for their conquered subjects, not for them- 
selves. In the year 50G came the iex Rmmna Visigothorum, the 
Eoman code of the Visigoths, formulated at the command of 
Alaric II. aud generally known now as the Breviary of Alaric, 
the best and most influential of the barbarian codes of Eoman 
law. It was pra(!tically tlie only source of Eoman law known in 
the south of France till the twelfth century. Germany and Eng- 
land drew their knowledge of that law from it until the eleventh 
century. In 511, or thereabouts, Theodoric the Great promul- 
gated a like compilation of the Eoman law for his Ostrogothic 
bsagdom in Italy, a compilation which we know as the Edictum 
Theodorici. It was no small evidence of Eoman influence that 
these rulers sought to give their subjects written law in both 
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kinds ; and the fact that only priests were literate enough to 
undertake the work of codification meant that Roman principles 
would creep unawares even into the statements of native law, 
for the polity and learning of the Church had its roots in the tra- 
dition and law of Rome. ‘ Personal ' law, nevertheless, continued 
to prevail. Even the greatest statesmen, like Charles the Creat, 
did not make use of their power to cut at the roots of local cus- 
tom or personal right. Sometimes it was the plaintilf, sometimes 
the defendant, who estalilished his right to his own personal law 
in a suit ; hut in every case custom reigned where it could. 

Roman Towns. — It was in the towns tlmt the law of 
Rome had its strongholds. There it had a centred and lively 
influence; and there it was long undistnrhod by the conquerors, 
jit took the Teuton a long time to learn how to live in a town, 
•within limiting walls and amidst crowded houses. His native 
habit called liiiu to a freer life: tlie pent-up town was too rigid, 
too conventional, too narrow a sphere for his restless cnei'gies. 
lie at first contented himself, therefore, with tho mere formal 
submission of the towns: it was long before ho entered them to 
stay and to take part in their life. Meanwliile not only Roman 
private law, but also Roman municipal traditions, were preparing 
the cities for the power and independence which they were to 
claim and enjoy during the Middle Ages. Tliey were to prove 
Rome’s most vital fragments. They nursed her law and repro- 
duced her politics. Rot Italy only, but tlie Rhone and Rhine 
countries as well, were dotted over with these abiding places of 
the old influences which had once dominated the world; and from 
them those influences were eventually to issue forth again to fresli 
triumphs. 

The Fusion of the Two Systems. — Gri-adually there was 
brought about that fusion of German customs Avith Roman laAV 
and conception which, after a long intermediate fermentation, 
and in conjunction Avith certain institutions developed apart from 
both Avas to produce tlie conditions of modern political life. Dur- 
ing the Middle Agi-s government gradually worked its way out 
from the individualism inherent in the habits of the GermaiiBS 
races back into an absolutism not unlike that of the Roman 
Empire. The intermediate stage was Feudalism. . ' 
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Effects of Movements of Conquest upon Teutonic Institu- 
tions. — Feudalism was preceded, however, by modifications in 
the Teutonic system which were not tlie result of their contact 
with Eomanized peoples so much as the direct effects of conquest. 

The Mew Kingship. — The migratory conquests of the 
Teutons greatly emphasized for a time the principle of individu- 
alism, — the principle of personal allegiance. They advanced to 
their new seats not as separate marauding bands, but as emigrant 
nations. It was a movement of races, not of armies merely. All 
the freemen of the tribes came, bringing with them their families, 
their household goods, and their slaves, as having come to stay. 
But they could not preserve, when on such an errand, the organi- 
zation of times of settlement and peace. They had not come, in 
fact, with nothing but their old and simple organization. They 
came with established discipline and subordination, it woulil 
seem, — with kingship already in some measure recognized 
amongst them, ready to be made permanent. They were forced 
to elevate the commander of the host to a new kingship. As 
confederated tribes in their old seats they had often chosen kings, 
who typified in their official dignity and sanctity the unity of 
tribal organization, who presided over the national councils, and 
who by reason of their preferred position enjoyed a somewhat 
greater state than their noble associates in the tribes. But these 
•early kings, like the Greek kings of the Homeric songs, were 
'scarcely more than patriarchal presidents, ‘first among peers.’ 
The later kings, in Gaul, in England, and in Spain, — the kings 
of the emigration, — ^on the other hand, ruled as well as reigned. 
They had first of all been the leaders who commanded the invad- 
ing hosts, and who had met and routed the Roman forces which 
sought to withstand the stalwart immigrants ; and so long as con- 
quests remained incomplete they continued in command to com- 
plete them. Conquest being achieved, their authority was still 
necessary to keep their people together in dominant organization. 
It was only the logical and inevitable result that was reached, 
therefore, when they became possessed of sovereign powers of a 
uvjft such as German politics had never known before. Great as 
was the almost immediate transformation of commanders into 
kings, however, they, were not yet kings such as later times were 
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to see in France, after feudalism should have worked its perfect 
work. 

The Modified Land Tenure. — The invading peoples doubt- 
less at first took possession of the conquered territory by a ten- 
ure not radically different from that by which they had held 
their older home fields, exeejit as it was modified by the fact that 
the conquered lands were already occupied by a native j)opulation, 
whom it was not their poliey altogether to dispossess, and whose 
preseuee even as serfs would necessarily affect the system of the 
new masters. Those who were suffered to retain their holdings 
only exehanged a Homan overlordship for a German; but they 
constituted a new class of citizens in the German polity, and 
inevitably touched witli Roman influences Teutonic customs of 
tenure. 

It was the circumstances of conquest, however, which 
were the chief causes of modification. The conquered territory 
was naturally disposed of, in large part at least, by the leaders 
of conquest in accordance w’ith military and strategic require- 
ments. Such leaders, too, always get the lion’s share of property 
won by arms, as these lands had been; and, by their gifts, their 
chief followers also are made specially rich in the new lauds. 
Thus a new bond of personal connection is created, and conditions 
pregnant wdth profound social changes are established. It ivas 
by means of such gifts and their influence that the leaders of 
conquest raised up about them proprietors all but as powerful as 
themselves, and so both cheated themselves of full kingship, and 
robbed society of all chance of harmonious unity. Power fell 
apart into fragments, — into a vast number of pett}' lordships, 
and the Feudal System was boru. 

The Feudal System. — But the complex thing which we 
call the Feudal System was built up by no single or simple 
process. Feudalism was itself a process: the process by which 
armed and emigrant tribes, settled upon conquered territories, 
were compacted into states, and prepared for a new political 
order which should subdue the fierce individualism of the Teuton 
to a novel discipline of subordination and obedience. When 
system had been thoroughly wrought out society resembled an 
army spread abroad and encamped, every freeman endowed with 
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a portion of land indeed, for his own tillage, but holding it by 
‘ military tenure, ’ upon the condition that he would serve him 
of whom he held it, his immediate overlord and commander, 
whenever his call came to the field; that he would in all things, 
with a soldier’s fealty, prove himself his faithful follower. Be- 
fore this migration and conquest and settlement in new lands 
tlie duty of each Teutonic freeman to come into the field when 
summoned had been only a personal duty, which fell upon him 
when the summons came from the free council of his people : it 
had had no connection with his title to his laud. But under the 
new order of things it had become his duty as a tenant, and it was 
a duty which he owed, not to the host or to the leader with whom 
(le had voluntarily associated himself for some adventure of war, 
but to liim of whom he held his land. And every freeman held 
his land thus of some one, save only the king himself. Military 
society had taken root in the soil. The laud supported an army 
in which every man had a fixed place and function, failing which 
he was cut off from his land. A society that might have fallen 
to pieces, had not the unbridled independence of the Teuton been 
in some way checked and disciplined, was in this way lield 
loosely together by a series of personal dependencies based uiion 
the tenure of laud. A connected series of greater and lesser land- 
owners, the less dependent upon the greater, and all at least 
nominally dependent upon the king, tlie centre and titular heail 
of the hierarchy : such was the pattern of feudal society. 

Genesis of the System. — It is possible to distinguish in a 
general way the several stages by which this singular order of 
political life came into existence. It was many centuries in the 
making, and forces almost without number had their effect in 
creating it in its several parts; hut the main outliiLes of what 
took place may be briefly stated. At first, no doubt, the Teu- 
tonic conquerors took possession of the land they had overrun 
like the rough freemen they rvere: every man, great or small, 
got his share of the conquered territory, and the, land was cov- 
ered, as in their original homes, with a yeomanry slow to call 
any man master or submit to any authority not of their own 
making. Inevitably, however, the shares of land that fell to the 
greater leaders of the invading hosts of freemen very greatly 
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exceeded those which fell to the ordiiitivy soldier, and the king’s 
share was greatest of all. Those to wlioui the greater grants fell 
could not use tlieiii themselves, hut they could perpetuate their 
l^ersonal power and importance by making gifts [heiiefices) out of 
■ them to their immediate followers, gifts revocable at will and 
) given upon condition of continued allegiance and service. The 
new kings, moreover, bound their immediate servants and agents 
to themselves by a strict oath of homage, whi(!h rendered them 
their men and vassals, and made of them as it were a permanent 
comitutus. It was natural to reward such personal agents also 
with benefices; and such a process in time bred aii inevitable 
association of ideas. It came to be expected that vassals should 
receive gifts of lands from their lords. It also came to be taken 
for granted that those who received such gifts should render 
homage to those of whom they acccxited them. And so land and 
vassalage went at last together; and every man who had land 
enough gave benefices out of it in order that he might have 
bounden vassals. 

The service rendered by a vassal was only such service 
as a freeman might render and not be degraded. It had never 
been degrading in the ej'es of the Teutonic freeman to be of the 
comitatus or personal following of a great leader. It did seem to 
him degrading to pay money, to do any'’ menial thing, to hold him- 
self liable to any undefined or indefinable service : but military 
service degraded no man, nor anything that went naturally’ with 
it. Moreover, with the greater grants of land it became cus- 
tomary, a.s the new order of things developed, to grant also a cer- 
tain wholesale right of juri.sdiction and govoimment, a long list of 
‘Immunities ’ or exemjitions from higher authority in all matters 
not military, which in effect rendered a great estate a small 
kingdom. Those who received the gresiter holdings received also 
the right to be supreme lords within them : to make their own 
military levies, to coin their own money, if they chose, to lay 
taxes, and to hold their own indejiendent courts of justice, 
i Although at first such holdings were theoretically revocable at 
I the will of the grantor, it naturally became more and more difB- 
cult to withdraw them. They, inevitably became ^reditary, an? 
great families throve upon them. 
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The theory of the system was naturally opposed to the 
principle of inheritance. Each fief (as a feudal land gift was 
called) was held upon condition of military service, and no over- 
lord or grantor could be sure that his vassal’s son would be as 
faithful or as capable as his father. Thougli the heir took the 
estate, therefore, it became the practice for him to pay a price 
for the i^rivilege of succession. The principle of inheritance, 
when once it crept in, was necessarily the principle of primo- 
geniture ; the fief and the responsibilities th;it went with it could 
not be divided. To grant any portion of it to another, merely 
for his use and service, moreover, was forbidden, except for a 
price paid. The fief must be kept a unit. Vassals, nevertheless, 
if they had land enough, made themselves masters in turn by 
granting portions of their land to others, upon a military tenure 
like their own, which rendered them more powerful without tak- 
ing away from the obligations which they still owed to their own 
o.verlord and seigneur. The king was the nominal overlord of 
all ; and upon some he had direct claims of authority. For to 
some he granted lands and immunities upon condition that they 
should act as his officers and 'representatives in the maintenance 
of his authority amongst the vassals about them. But the very 
offices became hereditary; grants and sub-grants filled the country 
with a long series of overlords and tenants; and the king’s 
authority grew very remote indeed. A man’s first duty was to 
his immediate overlord, and the king seemed very far away. 
The variety was completed by the granting of great territories to 
the Church; aud then the Church feudalized its lands. “ Monas- 
teries and bishoprics parted Avith their land to fighting nobles on 
the tenure of military service [to be rendered at the call of the 
king], and received these persons as their vassals.” 

It Avas a long time before the small freeholders, come 
from the loins of the original conquerors, Avere draAvn into the 
network of this hierarchy. Generation after generation they 
kept their independence and their separate OAvnership. But the 
process of feudalism Avas in the end too strong for them. The 
greater feudal lords grcAv to be too poAverful to be safe neighbors ; 
ttie feudal laAvyers established it as a fundamental maxim of the 
law that there should be no land Avithout its lord or seigneur; 
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and the poorer freemen, their ranks tliinncd by war, their proper- 
ties too small to carry the burdens of independence, and their 
power to combine every year growing less, were fain to ‘ com- 
mend’ themselves to the stronger owners near at hand: to give 
up their lands, that is, into their kee]hng, and receive them back 
again upon condition of vassalage. For the feudal overlord owed 
protection and all that the word implied to his vassal. Without 
an overlord, a man’s only redress could be got in the distant 
courts of the king. He had no protector at hand but himself. 
He was outside the fixed order of society, and might any day be 
compelled to yield to force. And so, by the two processes of 
benefice and commendation tlic Feudal System was at last com- 
pleted. 

Local Differences in Feudal Development. — There was 
not, of course, exactly the same method of development every- 
where. In F.ngland, under the Saxons, and afterwards under 
their cousin Danes, the new polity seems to have been held 
together more than elsewhere by that old cement of personal 
allegiance, the relations of leader and comitatus (pages 96 and 97) ; 
in France, and elsewhere on the continent, it was generated more 
directly by territorial connections independent of leadership and 
following. In the one case men were apt to own land and possess 
power because of their personal relations with the king; in the 
other, they were likely to stand in special personal relations to 
the king because they owned land of which circumstances had 
made him titular overlord. Speaking generally, so as to include 
both France and England, it may be said that the benefice was of 
two kinds. The English benefices were most often estates granted 
by the king to his personal following, to his comitea, or to his 
local officers and agents, or to his less independent adherents, on 
condition that they should hold themselves ever ready to render 
him full aid and service, and ever continue to adhere to him 
with special fidelity. The French benefices were more generally 
estates originally allodial (that is, held under no one, but by an 
independent title), which had been surrendered to the king, or 
to some other lord of the new hierarchy, to be received back again 
as his gift, for the sake of the mutual obligations of faith and 
support thus established. Heverthele.ss, it is not to be understood 
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that benefices were exclusively of the one kind in England, and 
exclusively of the other kind in Erance. In France such estates 
were very often direct gifts from the king or another superior; 
and in England they were as often surrendered freeholds as 
rewarding gifts. But each country had its predominant type of 
the benefice. Its common mark everywhere was that it was a 
landed estate : not an office or any other gift, but land held upon 
conditions of fealty tb a superior. 

Commendation, on the other hand, at first at any rate, 
had no necessary connection with land. Its predominant feature 
was a personal relationship which was rather that of master and 
man than that of landlord and tenant. It seems to have been 
made necessary by the creation of benefices. As great properties 
grew up about them, as they became encompassed by the great 
network of connected estates woven out of the principle of the 
benefice, small landholders found it necessary to avoid collision 
with the growing power of their princely neighbors by throwing 
themselves into the arms of that power, by hastening to conform 
and make of their own lioldings fiefs held of the lord of tlie 
greatest contiguous manor; and as society fell thus into regular 
gradations of personal allegiance based upon property, the free- 
man who was without projrerty and the native of the conquered 
territory who found himself suffered to have liberty but not to 
hold land by any such tenure as would enable him to become a 
■‘beneficiary,’ were both left without a place in the new social 
order. Owing no definite service to the powerful persons about 
them, they could claim no protection from them. They could 
be oppressed without remedy. They were driven, therefore, to 
‘ commend ’ themselves to some lord who could afford them security 
— such security at least as the times permitted — in return for 
fealty. This was ‘commendation.’ It had, as I have said, no 
necessary connection with the land, though the small owner as 
well as the landless person probably became his lord’s ‘man ’ 
rather by commendation than by benefice. It became a univer- 
|Sally recognized maxim of law that ‘every man must have his 
^ord.’ Whether through benefice or through commendation, he 
must fall iuto a definite place in the minutely assorted and classi* 
fied society of feudalism. 
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Political Disintegration. — The state was thus disinte- 
grated. It no longer acted as a whole, but in semi-independent 
parts. There was no longer any central authority which acted 
directly upon all individuals alike throughout a common terri- 
tory. The king controlled directly, as he had the power, only 
the greater lords, who were in feudal theory his immediate vas- 
sals; other men, lower down in the series, could be reached from 
above only through their immediate masters. Authority filtered 
down to the lower grades of society through the higher. It 
was a system, not of general obedience to a common law, but 
of personal obedience and subordination, founded upon land- 
ownership. 

Such, then, was the Feudal System. The king liad no 
immediate subjects except the greater barons and the vassals on 
his own baronial estates, and the greater barons were obedient 
subjects only when he liad armed power sufficient to compel them 
to obey. Their vassals served the king only when they them- 
selves did, and because they did, arming themselves for the king, 
as they would arm themselves against him, only as their lords 
commanded. In brief, every baron was himself practically 
sovereign of those holding under him. It was his decree tliat 
sent them into the field; it was his power that defended them 
against others who would have cpx)ressed or plundered them; 
and it was in his courts that justice was administered between 
them. His strength and favor were their shield and title. Law 
indeed grew up in the shaxm of custom; but the customs of one 
barony differed from those of another. Except in so far as the 
priest and the lawyer revived, in their advice to the magnates 
who consulted them, the in-inciples of the Homan law, still 
alive to the studies even of that time, no uniformity of practice 
.(prepared a unified system of law for the realm. It was an 
(arrangement of governments within governments, a loosely con- 
(federated group of inharmonious petty kingdoms. 

The Feudal Conception of Sovereignty. — The most notable 
feature of feudalism is that in its system sovereignty has become 
identified with oionership. The rights exercised by the barons 
were in many cases nothing less than sovereign. Not only did 
they decide property titles by the custom of their baronies and 
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jprivate rights by laws determined in their own courts, they often 
also coined money, they constantly levied tolls upon commerce, 
and they habitually made war when they pleased uj^on rival neigh- 
bors. They gathered about them, too, as the king gathered about 
himself, an immediate followmg of knights, whom they endowed 
with lauds as, so to say, barons of these lesser kingdoms, the 
greater baronies. They commanded this retinue and exercised 
these sovereign powers, moreover, because of their relations as 
owners, to the lands and tenantry of their domains. Sovereignty, 
hi this petty parcelled kind, had become a private hereditary 
possession, an item in family assets. "Whoever should be able 
to accumulate these territorial lordships into one really great 
kingship would be owner, and, as owner, sovereign of the realm 
(page 115). 

Feudalism and the Towns. — The towns, meantime, stood 
out with not a little success against feudalization. Many a town 
was, indeed, dominated by the threatening pile of some baronial 
castle, built over against it on the strategic vantage ground of 
hill-summit or river peninsula ; and all were constrained sooner 
or later to yield at least nominal overlordship to some feudal 
superior. They kept alive, if it were only in tradition, that true 
conception of political authority which made of it, not a piece of 
private property to be bartered or sold, but the organized, the 
uttered will of a community. 

•\J The Guilds. — Still, within the cities there early sprang 
up a semi-feudal organization of society altogether their own. 
The importance of a town rested, not upon the ownership of 
lands, though many towns owned not a little laud, but upon 
wealth gained by trade and industry. The internal social organi- 
zation of the towns, thej'efore, tended more aird more to turn 
upon the relations of labor. The famous guild system sprang 
into existence. Every handicraftsman, every trader, — like every 
landowner and every freeman in the society outside the towns, — 
had to find his place in a sharply differentiated social classifi- 
cation. Each occupation was controlled by its guild; and that 
-L-guild was a close corporation, admitting to membership only 
whom it chose. Ifo one could enter save through the stringently 
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guarded avenues of a limited and prescribed apprenticeship ; and 
once in, the apprentice was bound by the rules of his order! 
City government became representative of the authority of asso- 
ciated guilds. No one was a citizen who was not within one of 
the privileged associations. It is a reminiscence of this old order 
of things that the building about which the city government of 
London, as of many other antique towns, still centres is known 
as the ‘ Guildhall.’ Even the militia of the towns were train- 
bands from the several guilds. The town, also, had created its 
‘ estates,’ its orders, as the country had done. This was its feudal 
system. 

The City Leagues. — The greater trading towns nearer the 
Baltic and along the Rhine m France and in Italy took advantage) 
during the thirteenth century, of the opportunities for indepen- 
dent action afforded by the piecemeal condition of feudal authority 
to draw together into leagues, the l)etter to pursue their own 
objects ; and for a long time these leagues exercised the powers 
of great states, making war and peace, levying custom, con- 
cluding treaties and alliances. Their primary object was to 
cure those disorders of the times which made the roads unsafe 
and interfered with their tnide. The greatest of these leagues 
were the JIansa, more commonly known in English writings 
as the Hanseatic (Ilansa means trade-guild), and the Rhenish. 
The former ceiiti-ed about the great cities of Liibeck and Ham- 
burg, and at one time included ninety of the towns lying between 
the Baltic and the Elbe. The latter had Worms and Mainz 
as its leaders, and at one time or another had connections 
with seventy towns, some of which stood as far away from 
the Rhine as Bremen and Nuremberg, though the arteries of 
trade which it was meant to protect and keep open lay chiefly 
along the Rhine valley. Many great princes were constrained 
to connect themselves with these leagues in the heyday of their 
power. But trade alliances afforded too many occasions for 
jealous discords, and the growth of vast territorial monarchies 
too dangerous rivalries for the cities ; and their leagues were 
eventually broken up. « 

ITuifying Influences. — Two unifying influences operated 
more or less potently during the Middle Ages to counteract the 
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disintegrating tendencies of the feudal system. These were the 
'Roman Catholic Church and the Holy Roman Empire. Both 
the Church and the Empire may be said to have been shadows of 
imperial Rome. They were, by intention at least, the temporal 
and spiritual halves of the old empire of the Cmsars. 

The Eoman Catholic Church liad, historically, a real 
comiection with the veritable dominion of Rome. Before the 
Empire had been shattered by the onset of Teutons and Turks, 
Christianity had become its recognized official religion. The 
Pope in Rome represented one of the great primacies which had 
early grown up within the imiierial Church : and this Church of 
the West, sundered from the Churcli of the East by irreconcilable 
differences of doctrine, showed an instinct for conquest which 
seemed a direct heritage from the great pagan Rome of the olden 
time. She mastered the new masters, the Teutons, and every- 
where insinuated herself into the new political system which 
developed under their hand. Not only had every eastle its 
chaplain, every city and coimtry-side its priest, but the greater 
ecclesiastics themselves became feudal lords, masters of baronies, 
members alike of the civil and tlie religious hierarchies ; and 
even monasteries owned vast estates which Averc parcelled out 
upon a feudal tenure. 

But for all it was so interwoven Avith the feudal sj'^stein, the 
Church retained its internal unity. The Pope’s poAAmr did not 
fall apart as did the king’s. The priest acknowledged in all 
things his allegiancic to a universal kingdom, the spiritual king- 
dom of the Churcdi of Jtome. The Churcli recognized no boun- 
daries, Avhether of baronies or of states, as limits to her own 
spiritual sovereignty. Her authority extended, she claimed, over 
all kings of Avhatsoever grade, over all men of Avhatsoever rank 
or estate. The__silent, unarmed forces of her influence, therefore, 
stood ahvays on the side of an ideal unity. And they certainly 
retarded disintegration. Her lesson was brotherhood and a com- 
mon subjection; and that' lesson, though often neglected, Avas 
never utterly lost sight of or forgotten. She kept alive, more- 
-%3ver, in her canon laAV, much of the civil laAv of Rome ; her laws 
at any rate were not diverse, but always the same ; they reached 
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the people and the conceptions of the time through the adminis- 
tration not only of her ecclesiastical courts, but also, indirectly 
no doubt, through the judgments of the baronial courts of the 
baron-bishops : and whatever tended to unify law tended to unify 
politics. The ecclesiastical power was always on the side of any 
good Catholic who proved himself ciipable of creating larger 
wholes of political authority, larger areas of civil unity. By 
precept and by example the Church was imperial. 

The Holy Roman Empire. — Under the direct descendants 
of Chlodwig, the once vast dominions of the Franks fell asunder 
in several pieces ; bijt Charles the Great (7G8-814) reunited and 
even extended them. He brought together under his sword 
much of the territory now included in Germany, Switzerland, Italy 
(all save the southermnost part), France, and Belgium. And 
neither any Teuton nor any successor of Teutons in western Eu- 
rope ever gathered wide territories under his sway without dream- 
ing of restoring the Romair Einpii’e and himself ascending the 
throne of the Cmsars. From Charles the Great to the present 
German Kaiser the spell of the Roman example has bound the 
imagination of every European conqueror. Charles had this ambi- 
tion clearly in his view, and circumstances peculiarly favored its 
realization. At the same time that he reached the height of his 
power, Rome reached the acme of her discontent with what she 
considered the heresies of the Ea.stcrn See, and the political 
disorders at Constantinople gave the Roman pontilf pretext for 
casting finally loose from all Eastern connections. The Empress 
Irene deposed her son and usurped his throjie; the Italians 
declared that no woman could succeed to the titles of tlie Ca-sars ; 
and the Pope, arrogating to himself the prerogatives of king- 
maker, croAvned Charles the Great emperor of what later genera- 
tions have knoAvn as the Holy Roman Empire, — ‘ Holy ' because 
created by the authority of mother Church. 

Here was a real ‘AVestern Empire’; the first had been only 
an administrative half of the once undivided dominions of 
the emperors. Charles gave to his empire real vitality rvliile 
he lived ; he, moreover, did what he could to hasten civil unity* 
by promulgating anew the Visigothic version of the Roman law 
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(page 100) ; and, although his empire broke up upon his death, 
an almost uninterrupted line of emperors, of one great feudal 
house or another, carried the titles of Eome through the Middle 
Ages to modern times, now and again backing them with real 
power and always preserving for Germany a shadow at least of 
unity in a time of real disintegration. Believing themselves, 
besides, in the early times at any rate, the lineal and legitimate 
successors of the Csesars, there was special reason why every 
emperor should continue to build, so far as he had the oppor- 
tunity, as Charles the Great had begun to build, on the law of 
Home as a foundation, never designedly, as Charles the Bald 
declared, enacting anything repugnant to it. All who from time 
to time drew to the side of the imperial power in the conflicts of 
disordered ages also naturally afiected the language and princi- 
iples of the same system. The Empire was, therefore, not only 
sometimes a silent witness and sometimes a great power for uni- 
fication, but also always a steady influence on the side of a system 
of law more advanced and unifying than that of feudalism. 

Centralizing Forces : the Carolingians. — The rise of the 
family of Charles the Great into power illustrates the character 
of the chief, indeed the only potent, centralizing forces of the 
feudal time. Those forces lay in tlie ambition of great barons. 
Under the descendants of Chlodwig (the Merowingians) the ter- 
ritory of the Franks tended more and more to become permanently 
divided into two distinct parts. There were often, it is true, 
more parts than two : for it was the Frankish custom to divide 
even a royal inheritance between all the sons of a deceased pos- 
sessor. But, as it fell out in the long run, the most permanent 
division was that between Neustria (the western half) and Aus- 
trasia (the eastern). In both of these kingdoms the Merowingian 
rulers soon degenerated into mere shadows of their imperative, 
dominant ancestors; and they were presently displaced by a 
powerful family of Austrasia, the family of Charles Martel. 
Charles Martel was Mayor of the Palace under the Austrasian 
branch of the royal family. The office of Mayor of the Palace, 
<J:hough an office in the king’s household, was, it would seem, 
filled rather by dictation of the powerful lords of the kingdom 
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bhan by a free royal choice. It was filled, consequently, at any 
rate in the times of which I am now speaking, by the leader of 
the great territorial chiefs, by the leader, that is, of the king’s 
rivals in power. It had indeed become an hereditary office held 
by the greatest of the baronial families. Charles Martel was a 
soldier of genius: he handed his office on to his son and his 
grandson: and they were men abler than he. His son, Pepin, 
with the sanction of the Pope, whom he had greatly served, 
became king of the Franks, in name as well as in reality, to the 
final ousting of the old line of ‘ do-nothing ’ monarchs ; and 
Pepin’s grandson was Charles the Great. 

The Capets : Concentration of Feudal Power. — In the 
tenth century a similar change was wrought in France. The 
descendants of Charles Martel (Carolingians) had in their turn 
lost vigor and become unfit for power. They were displaced, 
therefore, in the western half of their dominions (in Neustria) 
by a family of warriors whom they had endowed first with the 
county of Paris, and afterwards with the duchy of France, as at 
once a reward for their services in withstanding the incursions 
of the Northmen and a stake in the threatened territory. The 
duchy of France was only a comparatively small district about 
Paris; but the vigor and capacity of the Capets, its dukes, 
speedily made it one of the most important feudal properties in 
the Avhole of the great territory to which it was eventually to 
give its name. They became the chiefs of the baronial party, 
and when discontent with the Carling kings culminated it was 
they who became first ‘kings of the barons,’ and finally kings of 
France. Refusing to degenerate, as the Merowingian and Caro- 
lingian princes had degenerated, they continued to develop, 
generation after generation, a kingdom destined one day to rank 
with the greatest of Europe; and tliat by a process planned as if 
meant to illustrate how best the feudal system might be used for 
its own destruction. By every means, — by war, by marriage, by 
contract, by stratagem, by fraud, — they drew all the greater feudal 
sovereignties into their own possession, until at length, their 
duchy of France and the kingdom of France were indeed identical;^ 
until, having absorbed all scattered authorities, they had made 
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sovereignty, once possessed privately in sundered pieces, again a 
whole,— but a whole which, by the strict logic of feudalism, was 
their private estate; until they almost literally possessed the 
land, and Louis XIV. could say with little exaggeration, ‘L’Mal 
e’est moi. ’ They had gathered the fragments of the feudal system 
into a single hand, and had made the state itself a feudal pos- 
session, a family estate. 

The Piecing together of Austria and Prussia. — Later still 
the same process was repeated in Prussia and in Austria. By 
conquest, inheritance, forfeiture, marriage, contract, fraud, 
powerful feudal families pieced together those great kingdoms, 
to become in after times the bases of national organization. In 
neither Prussia nor Austria did the process go so far as in 
France, though Austria, under the house of Habsburg, became 
possessor of the imperial throne of the Holy Eoman Empire, and 
Prussia, under the house of Hohenzollern, has become the central 
and dominant state of a new German Empire. 

Tub Diffusion op Roman Law in Europe. 

From the fifth to the twelfth centuries Roman law 
inhered in the confused civil methods of the times for the most 
part as a mere unsysteiuatized miscellany of rules aj)plicable to 
the descendants of the Roman provincials and observed largely 
within the towns. As the old distinctions between Roman and 
Teuton faded aivay, however, in the gradual mixture of the popu- 
lations, these rules entered more and more into the general mass 
of common custom. This process was in great part unconscious; 
there was no scientific selection in the development. 

The Barbaric Codes. — It was not from mere tradition, 
however, — not simply from Roman law transmuted into unre- 
corded provincial custom, — that the knowledge of these centuries 
concerning the civil law of the Empire was derived, bnt from 
fragments of the Thecfdosian legislation and of the writings of 
the jurists which had found embodiment in the Code of Alaric II. 
(page 100), which is knoAvn to quotation as the Breviary (bre- 
—iMarium Alarkiumivi). The West Goths themselves had not long 
remained contented with that compend of the law. In the seventh 
century there had been prej)ared in Spain a new Lex Visigotlionmi 
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whicli contained a summary, not of Roman rules 6nly, but of 
Gothic custom as well, and which, superseding the earlier com- 
pilation of Alaric, formed the basis for later codifications of 
Spanish law. But the south of France, which had once owned 
the dominion of the Visigoth, retained the Code of Alaric ; it was 
transmitted thence to the north of France, to be handed on to 
Germany and England ; and for all of these countries it continued 
to be the chief, if not the only, source of Roman law until the 
eleventh or twelfth century. Charles the Great, as I have said, 
republished it, accepting it as the recognized manual of Roman 
legal principle. Even Italy had had the continuity of her legal 
tradition broken by barbarian invasion, — especially by the inroad 
of the raw Lombards, — and had had to keep the fragments to- 
gether as best she might amidst just such a confusion of ‘ per- 
sonal’ laws as prevailed elsewhere in the once Roman world 
(page 98). 

Custom and Written Law in France. — It was at this time 
that the north and south of France came to be distinguished as 
respectively the ‘country of custom’ (pays de coutume) and the 
‘country of written law’ (pays de droit icrit). In the south, 
which had been thoroughly Romanized for centuries, there was 
the written law of Rome ; in the north, which had never been so 
thoroughly Romanized, and which was now in its northern part 
quite thoroughly Germanized, there reigned in unrestrained con- 
fusion the Teutonic customs of the barbarian masters. 

The Study of the Roman Law. — But in the twelfth cen- 
tury the law of Romo fell upon the good fortime of being sys- 
tematically studied once more by competent scholars, and once 
more cultivated by sinentitie lawyers. And not the Code of 
Alaric, but the vastly more perfect Corpus Juris Civilis, as the 
twelfth century called it, Justinian’s (or, rather, Treboniaii’s) 
great compilation, was the Irasis of the revived study.- The new 
cultivation of the law began, naturally enough, ui the Italian 
cities. There tlie movements of trade were quick and various ; 
and there a various population was not only mixed of many ele- 
ments but fused and united, by intermarriage no less than by 
close social, politiciil, and commercial intercourse. For the 
quick, informal, multifarious operations of trade Teutonic law 
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had made no more suitable provision than had the jus civile in 
the old days at Home ; a jiis gentium was needed such as the 
Koman jurisprudence stood ready to supply. ‘Personal’ law 
could not obtain where elements were so fused and united by 
common undertakings and interests as well as by an actual mix- 
ture of bloods. “ In Justinian’s Digest the Italian jurists of the 
twelfth century found a system of law that was adequate to th? 
needs of the new commerce ; ” and great schools sprang promptly 
into existence for its study and propagation. The first of these 
was also to be the most famous, the University of Bologna, estab- 
lished late in the eleventh eentury, and destined to become the 
chief seat of the study of the Boman code. Pisa and other Italian 
cities then took up the new pursuit. Presently the interest 
had spread to France and to Bjiain, going in France first to 
Montpellier and Paris, afterwards to Bourges, Orleans, and Tou- 
louse, the old capital of the West Goths ; and in Spain ereating 
(a.d. 1254) the notable University of Salamanca. From Spain 
and France, Holland caught the fashion, giving to Europe in the 
seventeenth eentury the illustrious jurist Hugo Grotius, who 
created out of the great principles of equity discoverable in 
Boman Law the elevated and influential science of International 
Law. In England, too, the same studies began to be affected 
almost immediately after the rise of the school of Bologna, and 
are said to have been regularly pursued there doAvn to the six- 
teenth century. 

This sudden spread and luxuriance of the study is impres- 
sive evidence of a common preparation and need for it. The 
cultivation of the Boman law in the schools may in some in- 
stances indicate a clerical influence ; but the study was too general 
and too spontaneous to be attributable mainly to this or to any 
other single cause. 

Influence of the Schools. — The Italian schools of law 
almost immediately drew to them students from all parts of 
Europe, and, in time, “ sent out masters and doctors by the hun- 
dreds.” Priests and laymen alike got their training in them. 

Beturning to their homes, the civil doctors crowded the heredi- 
tary expounders of local usage off the judicial bench. Under the 
fostering cate of kings and princes,” interested to see a centralized 
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power built up by their courts, there grew up everywhere bodies 
of accomplished lawyers and a ‘ learned judiciary ’ ; and “ Europe 
obtained a common commercial law in the Corpus Juris Civilis, 
as it had obtained a common family law in the Corpus Juris 
Canonici,” the developed jurisprudence of the Church. 

The mateilalB upon which teachers and students alike worked in 
the schools were not the pure sources of the Roman law, but a mixture of 
Roman, canonical, and Lombard law which showed the influence of an 
earlier cultivation of jurisprudence by learned men among the Lombards 
in their school at Pavia. 

Influence of the Church. — The Roman Church had early 
effected a conquest of the Teutonic invaders, and the new masters 
of Europe had left its organizations intact. “It cared for educa- 
tion and dispensed charity. It drew into its domain the entire 
control of the family relations. It undertook, partly in its own 
interest, to enforce testaments,” or wills, after the Roman man- 
ner. The Teutonic peoples, held together by ties of consanguinity 
and accustomed to communal rather than to individual ownership 
in matters of property, had not admitted to their law conceptions 
of free contract, individual ownership, and succession by will 
such as the developed jurisprudence of Rome had given currency 
to. But the will, the contract, and the iirinciple of separate 
ownership were indispensable to the tdiurch if she was to build 
up her properties by the gifts and devises of pious persons to 
whom her priests were permitted to minister. “ They were also 
characteristic and essential elements in the civilization amid 
which the Church had been reared to maturity.” (Maine.) The 
whole weight of the Church’s power was thrown, therefore, in 
favor of the adoption of these important doctrines and practices 
out of the law of Rome. And she was able to make her great 
influence tell in all the matters to which she gave her attention 
because she “ had brought over from the Roman into the mediicval 
world a well-developed governmental organization. She added 
to this a complete set of courts, with appeal to Rome.” (Smith.) 
And her priests possessed the learning of the time ; were indis- 
pensable as counsellors and administrators, no less than as clerks ; ^ 
were the compilers of codes, whether of Roman or of Teutonic 
rules ; had in all things the ascendency of training and knowledge. 
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The currency of the Latin language had also its influence 
in spreading abroad the forces which were to bring in the Eoman 
law. It was everywhere in Europe the speech of commerce, of 
learning, and of public business : the common repository and 
vehicle of knowledge and of the forms of important transactions. 

Entrance of Eoman Law into the Legal Systems of Europe. 
— Of course this Avidespread interest in the study of Eoman law 
was not all speculative. The study and the practice of the law 
acted and reacted on one another. Its rules were more and more 
consciously and skilfully fitted into the growing law of the king- 
doms which Avere emerging from the feudal system because it Avas 
being adequately mastered and systematized at the universities ; 
and it was being mastered and systematized at the universities 
because it Avas being more ajid more called for in the actual ad- 
ministration of justice. Its use and its cultivation Avent hand in 
hand. 

In Trance. — Eoman law came into use witli much the 
same pace with which the Capets advanced to complete poAver, 
and triumphed with the perfecting of the centralization which 
they effected. Louis IX. ordered the Roman laAV translated into 
French ; established the right of the crown to hear appeals from 
the feudal courts in all cases ; sent royal judges on circuit to 
hear complaints of infringed rights ; and erected at Paris the 
famous Parliament of Paris as the supreme tribunal of the realm. 
The feudal lords of France were the nominal members of this 
court, but trained jurists (legistes), appointed as experts to assist 
them, became in practice its real members. Schooled in the 
Roman laAV, they admitted its principles into all their decisions; 
and they gave to the king from the same source the maxim Avhich 
declared the will of the prince to be laAV. As the king’s jurisdic- 
tion grew, the principles of Eoman jurisprudence gained Avider 
and Avider acceptance and supremacy. 

The Method by which Roman law crept in Avas ahvays the 
same : it Avas introduced, not by legislation, but by adjudication, 
by the decision of cases in the royal courts. It was here that the 
“•learning of the trained lawyers told, and the desire of the king 
to see the single power of the throne magnified. The royal 
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courts, as they were developed in the provinces, applied local 
custom in their decisions, for the most part, only upon very con- 
clusive proof of its existciKXj and its definiteness, and in the 
absence of definite and conclusive proof of a contrary custom 
resorted always to the Koinaii as to a ‘common’ law. The law 
grew thus, and was made consistent, by judgment, by written 
opinion, by royal ordinance ; and a French jurisprudence began 
to make its appearance, working upon the various materials 
which were to enter into the final law of the land. 

And presently the Homan Law came, so to say, from out 
the nation to meet the royal system. Very early in llerri, Bour- 
bonnais, and Auvergne, the central districts of France, the law 
of Home had been consciously adopted as the common law of 
the laud, to be appealed to in the absence of proof of any special 
custom or enactment. Subsequently it came to be considered as 
in some sort the supplementiiry common law of all Franee, for, 
though never established as such in the north of France, it was 
even there appealed to in doubtful cases as ‘written reason.’ 
The Code NapoUon, the last great codification of h’rencli law, has 
been described as in great ])art a republicfition of the laws of 
Justinian as those laws have been modified and fitted to new eir- 
curastances by the processes of French history. 

Local Customs in France. — It is important to observe 
that the unifying, harmonizing influences exercised by the grow- 
ing royal jurisdiction were, for a long time at any rate, influ- 
ences which affected firocedure much more than the internal, 
essential elements of legal principle. The dilferentiation between 
district and district which had taken place in the process of fen- 
dalization had been of the sharpest, most decided cliaracter. 
When the Capets first assumed tlie titles of kingship there w'ere 
duchies as great as France. The work of extending and consoli- 
dating the kingdom consumed several centuries ; arid, meanwhile, 
each petty sovereignty was developing its o^vn law apart. Much 
of the territory which afterwards became part of France was, 
during the same period, moreover, in foreign hands, held by 
England or Burgundy. The kingdom as finally eonsolidated, 
therefore, presented a very great variety of deeply rooted and 
persistent local laws and customs. Normandy had one set of 
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customs, Berri a very different set, Anjou a third, Brittany a 
fourth ; and so throughout the once piecemeal country. 

Unifying Influence of the Boyal Prerogative. — The in- 
fluence of the royal jurisdiction upon this heterogeneous mass of 
differing laws was, as I have said, at first rather to unify and 
systematize the procedure of the local courts, which administered 
local law, than to effect changes in Uie local customs themselves. 
Since appeals to the king’s justice were possible in all cases, the 
formal method of appeal tended to become the same everywhere ; 
and the methods of the king’s courts in dealing with appealed 
cases more and more tended to set the fashion of procedure 
throughout the loose system, though the royal judges continued 
to decide appealed cases according to the law of the district from 
which they were brought up. 

By degrees, however, new ideas and principles, as well as 
new modes of procedure and appeal, were infused into local 
justice. The laAV and the legal practice of each district alike 
more and more distinctly and consciously approximated to the 
models of organization and to the standards of decision obtaining 
in the king’s courts. The territorial tribunals accepted the ser- 
vices of lawyers trained in Roman principles and inclined towards 
regal precedents ; and the local law officers of the crown were of 
course everywhere ready to effect whatever was within reach of 
their functions or example in the way of bringing local custom 
around to the rules of universal acceptance to be found in Roman 
law and regal decision. Independently, moreover, of the influ- 
ence of the crown, the Roman law was entering the local courts, 
becoming common law in Auvergne and Bourbonnais, as we have 
seen, before it became the common law of France. 

Through the Parliament of Paris the Roman law had, so 
to say, a double door of entrance. The jurisdiction of that court 
was both spiritual and temporal: so that both the Code of Jus- 
tinian and the canons of the Church contributed their versions 
of Roman judicial practice and tradition to its findings. 

In the Code Xapoleon, the final codification of French law 
as it had emerged from the long processes of the Middle Ages, 
we find a statement of the law which was in fact made possible 
by the earlier labors of great French jurists, like the accomplished 
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Pothier. In matters of inheritance, in the rules which govern 
the family relations, and in the laAV of marriage the customs of 
France find their place, though as if they had been digested and 
formed anew under the influence of the Eoman jurisprudence. 
In the law of contract, the law of property, the rules of judicial 
trial, and all questions of the legal burdens which may be placed 
upon land, Eoman law has had a chief place of influence. Every- 
where, however, there are traces and elements of fusion. It is a 
law written over with history and with the labors of trained 
students of the law. 

In Oermany there was no central power such as that which 
served to build together the legal systems of France and of Eng- 
land. The feudal system had done its work more thoroughly 
there than elsewhere : and Germany emerged from the Middle 
Ages, not a nation, but a congeries of petty states. There was 
a form of union among them, indeed, in the Holy Eoman Empire, 
and throughout all the changes of German history the imperial 
influence had sought to shelter and to foster Eoman law, the law 
of empire and of princely rule. The imperial courts, the impe- 
rial lawyers, the imperial party in Germany, were always admin- 
istrators or advocates of its principles; and when the house of 
Habsburg came to the iraijerial throne, as when other powerful 
emperors had reigned, there was no small potency in these influ- 
ences. But the final reception of the Eoman law was postponed 
in Germany until the sixteenth century, and was due to other 
forces than those associated witli the royal power. 

Germany's Reception of Roman Law. — The reception of 
the Roman law into the law of Germany was due to various cir- 
cumstances, but not entirely to the poverty or imperfections of 
German law. German law at some points may fairly be said to 
have been superior to Eoman law in its suitability to the needs 
and conditions of the time. Neither was the law of Rome received 
as naturally supplementary to German law and of a sort to effect 
its further and more complete development ; for there were not 
a few radical oppositions of principle between tlie two systems. 
For example, Eoman law was based upon the recognition of the 
entire equality of persons, while German law ranked them in 
orders, with differing values and privileges ; Eoman law allowed 
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the free alienation of land and aet up the principle of absolute 
individual ownership, while German law had at its root ideas of 
communal and family ownership and put many restrictions upon 
alienation. Moreover, there could be no doubt that the law of 
feudal relationships had had as complete a development in Ger- 
many as anywhere else in the European world ; and yet, along 
with the Eoman law, which she took from the schools and com- 
mentators of Italy, Germany took also the Italian Feudal Law, 
to which the Italian students had given a similar systematic 
formulation. 

The Koman law was received in Germany largely because of 
the feebleness and disintegration of the judicial system there; 
because the old popular courts, which administered only an un- 
changing custom and tradition, inevitably decayed with the 
growth of society ; because single judges trained to the law were 
substituted, and the only law in which one could be trained was 
the Eoman law of the Italian schools. The introduction took 
place, not because princes controlled the courts, but because 
litigants insisted. They were dissatisfied with the administra- 
tion of justice in the unlearned courts. They wanted a court, 
a judge, learned in the law. “ The single judge must be a learned 
judge, by the same necessity by which the old popular court was 
an milearned court.” 

Throughout the Middle Ages the 2>opular courts remained 
the only vital courts in Germany ; w'hen they first began to give 
way their plaee was taken by courts that were no better, being 
made up of some unlearned agent of the feudal lord of the dis- 
trict, assisted by assessors as little trained for the function as 
he. In France and in England a native jurisprudence grew uj), 
because the royal power was able to set u^) a system of courts, 
to put trained officers into them, and to draw differing local cus- 
toms to a common administration and development. But there 
was no power capable of rendering the like service in Germany ; 
the decay of the popular courts did not mean the substitution 
of an indigenous learning. The single judges finally set up there 
were learned, if trained at all to the law, in the Italian jurispru- 
dence. Germans had long studied in Italy ; and the Eoman law 
of the Italian schools was taught from their foundation in the 



ROMAN LAW IN EUROPE. 


125 


German universities. All theological students were obliged to 
study the Eoman and canonical law as j^art of their regular pro- 
fessional training ; for it formed the basis of the administration 
of the spiritual courts, which had so long stood alongside the 
courts of ordinary law in every part of Europe. 

The law that was received was not the Oorpus Juris of Jus- 
tinian, hut the common law of Italy, founded upon the Eoman, 
the canon, and the LomEard law. “ The Corpm Juris was terra 
incognita to the German jurists of the period of the reception.” 
They brought in, “not the Pandects, but the Usus modernus 
Fandectarinn. of the Italian lawyers.” The new law was not, of 
course, accepted whole and in bidk. It entered, in Germany as 
elsewhere, as ‘subsidiary’ law, not as tin* native law of the land. 
It nevertheless received everywhere a decided jjreference in the 
courts. 'While accepting Eoman legal rules as prima facie con- 
clusive of the rights of a suitor, they imposed upon those who 
alleged established local usage in oiiposition to it the necessity of 
furnishing conclusive proof of the existence and acceptance of such 
usage as law. Eoman law, in brief, they accepted on its own 
authority, Germanic custom only on the authority of indubitable 
circumstantial testimony. 

The outcome was that, speaking most generally, the 
Eoman law 2)revailed in the field of procedure, in the field of 
criminal law, in the field of contract, and in the field of the law 
of inheritance ; while German law jicrsisted in respect of the 
law of real property, in resi)ect of family law, and wherever law 
was to be drawji on to the recognition of new relationships, 
like those of association and incoiporatiou, in a changing 
society. 

In England, a strong native jurisprudence kept the for- 
eign law out. Always held off from the rest of Europe by the 
sea, a separate system of law was made ^’ossible for her, no less 
than an independent government. The royal power was able to 
make of the favored island a comijact kingdom : and men of the 
masterful Plaiitageiict blood gave it a centralized administration 
of justice such as no other European state was able to obtain 
while yet it was in its early formative stage of growth. English 
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judges put together a consistent English Iutt, and there Tras no 
need for a foreign jurisprudence. 

And yet the Koman law was not wholly excluded. The 
Romans had governed Britain four hmidred years, bending the 
province to the purposes of their administration with their usual 
thoroughness. We know that Papiuian, the greatest of Rome’s 
jurists, himself administered the law in Britain, and we have 
every reason to believe that its promulgation there was thorough, 
its rootage full four hundred years deep. It can hardly be that 
the Saxons wholly eradicated it. We know that many Roman 
municipalities oii the island survived all conquests : and we know 
that the priests of the Church of Rome early took back to Eng- 
lished Britain conceptions steeped in Roman jurisprudence. Bede 
testifies that the Saxon laws were codified under the auspices of 
the clergy and that Roman codification was the model. We have 
seen that Roman law was studied in England almost as early as 
in mediaeval Italy herself, the study being continued without 
serious break for more than three centuries (page 117) ; and the 
works of the earliest English legal text-writers, such as Glanvil, 
Bracton, and the author of the Fleta, abound in tokens of a close 
familiarity with the laws of the imperial codes, are full of their 
very phraseology indeed. The so-called laws of Henry I. are 
said by competent legal scholars to consist, to the extent of fully 
oiie-half their content, of precepts borrowed from Rome. Through 
the ecclesiastical courts, which down to the middle of the present 
century administered upon all estates in England, and upon all 
trusts ; through the Court of Chancery, whence has issued the 
system of English equity, and which was presided over in its 
formative period by the great ecclesiastics who were the first 
chancellors, afterwards by great lawyers, such as Lord Hardwieke 
and Lord Thurlow, deeply versed in the civil law of Rome and 
apt to draw suggestion and even concrete rule from it; and 
through the Admiralty Courts, always controlled by the rules of 
the Civil Law, England has drawn directly or indirectly from 
Roman sources, in supplement of her own indigenous customs ; 
> and not many portions of her law have escaped being in some 
degree marked by the same influences that have moulded the law 
of the rest of Europe. Her borrowings, nevertheless, have been 
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of form and method rather than of substance, and the great bulk 
of her law is her own. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE. 

The Growth of the Preach Monarchy. — The full political 
Bignificanee of the history of Fitince can be appreciated only by 
those who keep in mind ?tlie_ chief phenomena of the widening 
m_onarchy,ithe successive steps by which the Dukes of France, 
the capable Capets, extended their power and the name of their 
duchy over the whole of the great territory which was to be in- 
herited by Louis XIV. The course of French history is from 
complex .to_ simple. In the days of Hugh Capet ‘France ’ was the 
name of only a single duchy centering in Paris, of but one of a 
great number of feudal lordships equally great, equally vigorous, 
^ually wedded to independence. The duchy’s advantage lay in 
the fact that her dukes had been chosen for leadership and that 
they were capable of leadershij), rather than in the possession 
of preponderant strength or superior resources. To the west of 
jher lay the solid mass of Normandy; to the north lay the terri- 
jtories of the Counts of Flanders and Verniandois, and to the east 
/ the territory of the Count of Champagne ; southward lay the great 
duchies of Burgundy and Aquitaine, beyond them the lauds of 
Toulouse; alongside of Normandy, Anjou and Brittany stretched 
their independent length to the west. And these were only the 
greater feudal sovereignties. Within and about them lay other 
districts not a few witli masters ready to assert privileges without 
number in contradiction of all central rule. The early history 
of France is the history of a duchy striving to become a kingdom. 
‘France ’ holds a good strategic position, and fortune has made 
her dukes titular kings over their feudal neighbors, but still she ^ 
is in reality only one among many duchies. 

By slow and steady steiw, nevertheless, a work of unifica; 
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lion is wrought out by the Capets. In every direction they stretch 
out~froin their central duchy of France their hand of power and 
of intrigue and draw the pieces of feudalized Neustria together 
into a compact mass. The work is tlioroughly done, moi’eover, at 
almost every stage. Out of populations as heterogeneous as any in 
Europe they construct a nation singularly homogeneous ; out of 
f^dal lordships as strong, as numerous, as heady, and as stjffly 
separate as any other equal territory could show, they construct 
a single kingdom more centralized and compacted than any other 
in Europe. The processes of these remarkable achievements give 
to the history of the French monarchy its distinctive political 
significance : the means which the Capets devised for solidifying, 
and, after its solidification, for enlarging and effectuating their 
power, furnish some of the most suggestive illustrative material 
anywhere to be found for the general history of government. 

Perfection of the Feudal System in France. — The feudal 
system worked its most perfect work in France. The opportuni- 
ties of feudalism there were great. Neustria, the western, Gal-d', 
lie half of the great Frankish kingdom, was early separated from!: 
Austrasia, the eastern, Germanic half (pages 114-116), and its| 
separateness proved the cause of its disintegration. Burgundy, 
Brittany, and Aquitaine sprang to the possession of unchecked 
independent power round about it; the Hermans thrust their 
huge wedge of territory into it; battle after battle between those 
who contended for the possession of the pieces of the great em- 
pire which Cliarles the Great had swept together first decimated 
and finally quite anniliilated the sturdy class of Frankish freemen 
whose liberties had stood in the way of local feudal absolutism ; 
privilege grew in the hands of feudal lords while prerogative 
declined in the hands of those who sought to be kings ; those 
who possessed privilege built for themselves impregnable castles 
behind whose walls they could securely retain it: — and feudal- 
ly had its heyday in France. 

It is reckoned that in Hugh Capet’s day the “free and noble pop- 
ulation” of the country out of which modem France was to be made 
» ;^umbered “ about a million of souls, living on and taking their names 
!prom about seventy thousand- -separate fiefs or properties : of these fiefs 
/about tlirec thousand carried titles with them. Of these again, no less 



THE GOVERNMENT OE FRANCE. 


131 


than a hundred, — some reukon as many as a hundred and fifty, — were| 
sovereign states, greater or smaller, whose lords could coin money, levyf 
taxes, make laws, administer their own justice." ‘ Of these one handred,l 
however, only some ciglit or ten were really powerful states. 

Materials of the Monarchy. — Such wtu'e the materials 
out of which the Cajpets had to build up their luonarcliy. It was 
their task to undo the work of feudalism. Nor were these the 
only materials that they had to handle in the difficult under- 
taking. There were other privileges besides those of the feudal 
barons which it was necessary to destroy or subordinate before 
they could see their power compact and undisputed. 

Local Self-government. — Notwithstanding the fact that 
ill most districts of the divided territory the power tliat ruled 
him was brought close to es’ery man’s door in the person of his 
feudal lord and master, there were many corners of the system 
which sheltered vigorous local self-government. The period of 
j 'the gi'eatest vitality of the feudal system was, indeed, the only 
■j j period of effectual local self-government that France has ever yet 
known. The eventual supremacy of the Crown, wliich snatched* 
their power from the barons, also destroyed local self-governnient,| 
which the barons had in many eases suffered to grow; and neither 
the Eevolution nor any of the governments whicli have succeeded 
the Eevolution has yet restored it to complete life. Local liber- 
ties were taking form and acquiring vigor during the very period 
in which the monarchical power was making its way towards 
supremacy; and it was by these local liberties that the kings 
found themselves faced when their initial struggle with feudal- 
ism was over. It was their final task to destroy them by per- 
fecting centralized administrative organization. 

Bural Communes. — While feudalism was in its creative 
period, while the forces were at work, that is, which were shap- 
ing the relations of classes and of authorities to each other, it was 
not uncommon for feudal lords to grant charters to the rural 
communes lying within their demesnes. In and after the twelfth 
century these charters became very numerous. Thej' permitted 
a separate organic structure to the communes, regtilated the ad- ^ 
mission of persons to communal privileges, laid down rules for 

1 G. W. Kitcliiii, History of Fi-ance, Vol. I., p. 186. 
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the administration of property in the commune, set forth feudal 
rights and duties, prescribed the corvees, etc. “Everywhere a 
general assembly of the inhabitants directly regulated affairs,”! 

( elegatiiig executive functions to communal oflScers, who acted 
sparately, each in the function with which he was specially 
barged. These officers convoked the general assembly of the 
peopl e for every new decision that it became necessary to take 
with reference to communal affairs. The principal affairs within 
the jurisdiction of the assembly were, “the administration of 
communal property, which in that period was very important, 
police, and the collection of the taxes both royal and local.” ^ 

In the administration of justice, also, the Middle Ages 
■witnessed in France not a few features of popular privilege. The 
•peasant as well as the nobleman had the right to be tried by his 
Ipeer.s, — by persons of his own origin and station. In the courts 
of the feudal barons the vassals were present to act as judges, 
inuch as the freemen were present in the English county courts 
(secs. 836, 942). 

Liberties of Towns: the Koman Municipalities. — The 
privileges of self-direction granted to the rural communes, how- 
ever, were privileges granted, so to say, inside vassalage; the 
members of the communes were not freed from their constant 
feudal duties. Many towns, on the contrary, acquired and main- 
tained a substantial independence. When the earliest Frankish 
kings failed in their efforts to establish a power in Gaul as strong 
and as whole as the Homan power had been, and the Frankish 
iloniinion fell apart into fragments whose only connection was a 
nominal subordination to a central throne, there were others 
Ijesides the great landoAvners to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to set up independent sovereign powers of their own. Tlie 
Franks, as we have seen, had found many Koman cities in Gaul, 
and, not at first taking kindly to town life, had simidy conquered 
them and then let them be (page 101). In these, consequently, 
the old Roman organ iziition had endured, freed from Roman dic- 
tation. The Franks who entered them later took character from 
^ them almost as much as they gave cliaracter to them. Germanic 
principles of moot-government and individual freedom entered, 
* H. de Ferton, Institutions Municipales st Provinciales Comparees, p. 3- 
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to a certain extent, like a new life-blood into the Roman forms, 
and compact, spirited, aggressive, disciplined communities were 
formed which were quick to lay hold of large privileges of self- 
rule, and even to assume semi-baronial control of the lands lying 
about them, in the days when independent powers were to be 
had for the seizing. The organization wliieh Roman influences 
had bequeathed to these towns was oligarchieal, aristocratic : the 
governing power rested with close corporations, with councils 
(curioe) which were codptative, filling their own vacancies. But 
forces presently appeared in them which worked effectually for 
democracy. Tlie Cliristian Church, as well as the barbarian 
Teuton, took possession of Gaul; the greater towns became the 
seats of bishops ; and the bishops threw tlieir weight on the side 
of the commons against both the counts outside the towns and the 
oligarchs inside. Only so could the magnates of the Church es- 
tablish themselves in real power. In most cases the ecclesiastics 
and their restless allies, the commons, won in the contest for 
supremacy, and democracy was established. 

The Italian towns, with tlioir ‘consuls’ and their other imitations of the 
old Roman republican constitution, are pcrhai)S the best examples of this 
renaissance of democracy. 

The Non-Roman Municipalities. — These Roman towns, 
however, were to be found for the most part only in the south 
and along the Rhine. North of the Loire, as the Franks took 
gradually to city life, there sprang up other towns, of Germanic 
origin and character; and these were not slow to agitate for grants 
of special privileges from their baronial masters. In very large 
numbers they obtained charters, — charters, however, which were 
to give them a connection with the feudal system about them 
which the towns of the south, antedating feudalism, did not for 
some time possess. They were given substantial privileges of 
self-government, but they were not severed from baronial control. 
They conducted their affairs, on the contrary, under charters 
in which the relative (customary) rights of both seigneur and 
hurglier were definitely ascertained, by which seigneurial author- 
ity as well as burgher privilege was fully recognized, and under 
which, moreover, the authority of the seigneur was actively ex- 
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erciaed through the iiistruinentality of a Pr&oot, the lord’s seryant 
a nd repr esentative in city affairs. 

This, the more secure form of municipal self-government, 
because the form 'which -was most naturally integrated "with the 
political system about it, — a form, moreover, ■which very natu- 
rally connected itself, mediately, with the supreme seigneurial 
authority of the king, — became in course of time the prevalent, 
indeed the almost universal, type in France. The ‘pr4votal’t 
town is the normal town down to the end of the fifteenth century. I 
Not all of this development was accomplished peacefully 
or by the complaisance of the barons. Many cities were driven 
to defend their privileges against the baronage by force of 
arms; some, unable to stand out unaided against feudal aggres- 
sions, were preserved from discomfiture only by succor from the 
king, whose interest it served to use the power of the townsmen 
to check the insolent might of the feudal lords; others, again, 
were repeatedly constrained to buy in hard cash from neighbor 
barons a grudging tolerance for their modest immunities. The 
kings profited very shrewdly by the liberties of the towns, draw- 
ing the townspeople very closely about themselves in the struggles 
of royal prerogative against baronial privilege. As supreme 
lords in France, they assumed to make special grants of munici- 
pal citizenship : they made frequent gifts of bourgeoisie to dis- 
affected vassals of the barons, — gifts so frequently made, indeed, 
that there grew up a special class of royal townsmen, a special 
bourgeoisie du roi. 

The Towns and the Crusades. — Xot the least important 
element in tlie growth of separate town privileges was the influence of 
the crusades upon the power of the nobility. When the full fervor of 
crusading was upon France, her feudal nobility were ready to give up 
anything at home if by giving it up they might be enabled to go to the 
holy wars, to the prosecution of which Mother Church was so warmly 
urging them. Tlieir great need ■wa.s money; money the towns had; and 
for money tliey bought privileges from departing crusaders. Very often, 
too, their one-time loi-ds never returned from Palestine — never came 
back to resume the powers so hastily and eagerly bartered away before 
their departure. When they did return they returned impoverished, and 
in no condition of fortune to compete with those who had husbanded 
their resources at home. On every hand opportunities were made for 
the perpetuation of town privileges. 
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Municipal Privileges. — The privileges extorted or bought 
by the sturdy townspeople were, to speak in general terms, the 
right to make all the laws wliich concerned, only themselves, the 
right to administer their own justice, the right to raise all taxes 
(as well those demanded by king or baron as those which they 
imposed upon themselves for their own purposes) in their own 
way, and the right to discipline themselves with police of their 
own appointing. Such villages as contrived to obtain separate 
privileges could of course obtain none so extensive as these. 
They often had to seek justice before baronial rather than before 
their own tribunals ; they could by no means always choose their 
own way of paying unjust charges ; they had often to submit to 
rough discipline at the hands of prince’s retainers; oftentimes 
the most they could secure for themselves was a right of self- 
direction in petty matters in which no one else was immediately 
interested. 

Thejsulmlnistrative functions exercised by the towns have. been 
tliua summed up : the administration of conunimal property, the mainte- 
nance of streets and roads, tlie construction of public cdiflces, tlic support 
aiiil direction of sclionls, ami llie itsscssmeiit and collection of all taxcs.> 

Forms of Town Government. — The forms of , self-govern- 
ment in the towns varied infinitely in detail, according to place 
and circumstance, but the general outline was almost eyerywliere 
the same. ) Often there were two assemblies which took part in 
the direction of municipal affairs, an Assembly of K’otahles and 
a General Assembly of citizens. These two bodies did not stand 
to each other in the relation of two houses of a single legislature;, 
they were separate not only, but had also distinct functions. 
The popular body elected the magistrates ; the select bodj' advised 
the magistrates; the one was a legislative, the other an executive, 
council.’WMpre comnionly, however, there was but one a.ssembly, 
the general assembly of citizens, which elected the magistrates, | 
exercised a critical supervision over tlieni, and passed upon all 
important municipal affairs. The magisti-aoy generally consisted 
oiLa^mayor and aldermen who acted jointly as the .executive o.f 
the city (its corps de ville), the mayor in most cases being only 


1 Ferron, p. b. 
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the president;j,,neYS.!;.the [chief executive/ of the corporation, 
mayor and aldermen alike being equal in rank and in responsi- 
bi lity in e:^rcisiug their corporate functions, 

Secay or Destruction of Municipal Self-government 

From this democratic model there were, of course, in almost all 
oases, frequent departures, quite after the manner formulated by 
Aristotle (page 31). Oligarchy and iyranny both crept m, time 
And again ; nowhere did local liberties permanently preserve their 
first vigor; everywhere real self-government sooner or later suc- 
cumbed to adverse circumstances, crushed in very many cases by 
the overwhelming weight of the royal power. Generally such 
changes were wrought rather by stress of disaster from without 
than because of degeneracy witliin : and in very few cases indeed 
did local liberty die before the community which had sought to 
maintain it had given proof of a capital capacity for self-govern- 
ment. The independence of the cities died hard and has left 
glorious memories behind it. 

Pays d’Etats. — Early times saw self-government in the 
prov inces also. Many a feudal .province had had its own ‘Es- 

I tates,’ its own triple assembly, that is, of nobles, clergy, and 
burghers, which met to discuss and in large part, no doubt, to 
direct provincial affairs. The iirovinces of old France, thirty-six 
in number, represented separate feudal entities, miicTTas Tlie 
English counties did (sec. 836). The towns, on the other hand, 
jin the central and northern portions of France at least, repre- 
sented nothing but grants of privilege, were nothing but com- 
jmnnities which had been given a special and exceptional place 
*11 the feudal order. The assemblies of the provinces, accord- 
ingly, were npt primary or democratic like those of the towns, 
but were made up hy ‘estates ,’ — models for the States-General 
which appeared in 1302 (page 1.39). 

The provincial Estates were probably in tlieir origin nothing else 
than normal feudal councils, made up, as they were, of representatives 
of all who possessed corporate or individual privileges, whose judgments 
and advice feudal dukes and counts found it i-edound to their greater peace 
and welfare to hear and heed. 

In several of the provinces, as, notably, in Languedoc 
and Erittany, these provincial Estates continued to meet and wi 
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exercise considerable functions down to the time of the Revolu- 
.^ion. Such provinces came to be distinguished from the others 
^spays d'ilats (provinces having Estates), and it is largely from 
the privileges of their assemblies that we argue the general nature 
of the powers possessed by those which had passed out of exis- 
tence before history could catch a glimpse of them. We see tlie 
Estates of the pays cVMiUs clearly only after the royal power has 
bound together all the jiroviuces alike in a stringent system of 
centralization; they sit only at the king’s call; , -their resolutions 
must be taken fiT'thb presence of the king’s provincial oflicers 
aiici must await the regal sanction; they live by the ro^'al favoi 
ami must. in all things yield to the royal will. Nevertheless their 
[ji'ivileges were still so substantial as to make the pays d'etats the 
envy of all the rest of France. They bought of the Crown the 
right to collect the taxes demanded by the central governmeiii;; 
they retained to the last the right to tax themselves for the ex- 
penses of local administration and to undertake and carry through 
entirely without supervision the extensive improvements in roads 
and watercourses to which the local patriotism bred by local self- 
government inclined tliem. Restricted though their sphere was, 
they moved freely within it, and gave to their provinces a vital- 
ity and a prosperity such as the rest of France, administered, as 
it was, exclusively from Faris, sjmpdily and utterly lost. 

Territorial Development of the Monarchy. — The process 
jof the organic development of the monarchy Avhich centred in the 
duchy of France began with territorial expansion and consoli- 
idation. For eight centuries that expansion and consolidation 
went steadily on; but its successful completion was assured be- 
fore the extinction o'f the first, the direct, line of Capets in 1.328. 
Before that date Philip Augustus had wrung Normandy from 
England and had added Vermandois, Auvergne, Touraine, Anjou, 
Maine, and Poitou to the dominions of his Crown, and his succes- 
sors had so well carried forward the work of expansion that before 
the Valois branch came into the succession only Flanders, Bur- 
gundy, and Brittany broke the solidity of the French power in 
the north, and only Aquitaine, still England’s fief, cut France 
off from her wide territories in the southeast. It had been the 
oiission of the direct line of the Capets to lay broadly and irre- 
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movably the foiiiuhitions of French unity and nationality, and 
they had accomplislied that mission. They gave to their mon- 
archy the momentum wliich was afterwards to carry it into full 
supremacy over Brittany, Aquitaine, and Burgundy, over the 
Rhone valley, and over the lands which separated her from the 
Rhine. 


The Crusades and the Monarchy. — The monarchy, even more 
than the towns (page 134), profited by the effects of the crusades on the 
feudal nobility. So great was the loss of life among the nobles, so great 
was their loss of fortune, that they fell an easy prey to the encroaching 
monarchy, lluring the first crusades the French kings stayed at home 
and reaped the advantages which the nobles lost ; during the last crusades, 
the kings were strong enough themselves to leave home and indulge in the 
holy warfare in the East, without too gre,at apprehension as to what might 
happen to the royal x^ower in tlieir absence. 

Institutional Growth. — Of course along with territorial 
expansion there went institutional growth: and this growth in- 
volved in large part the destruction of local liberties. The amal- 
gamation of France into a single, veritable kingdom was vastly 
more fatal to local .self-government than the anarchy and confu- 
sion of feudal times bad been. The cities could cope with neigh- 
bor lords; and during the period of contest between king and 
barons they could count oftentimes upon assistance from the king: 
his interests, like theirs, lay in the direction of checking baronial 
posver. But when the feudal lords were no longer to he feared, 
the towns in their turn felt the jealousy of the king; and against 
his overwhelming power, when once it was established) they 
dared not raise their hands. The ancient provinces, too, had in 
the earlier days found ways of bringing lotial lords into their 
Estates, in which the right of the burghers to have a voice in the 
government was recognized (sec. 368). But they could no more 
resist the centralization determined upon by a king triumphant 
over all feudal rivals tlian the towns could. In the end the pro- 
vincial assemblies, where they managed to exist at all in the face 
of the growing power of the Crown, were, like all other indepen- 
dent authorities of the later time, sadly curtailed in privilege, 
and at the last .almost entirely lost heart and life. 

The States-General. — At one time, indeed, it seemed as 
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if the nation, in being draAvn close about the throne, was to be 
given a life of its own in a national parliament. Philip the Fair 
(1285-1314), bent upon making good his authority against the 
interference of tlie Pope in certain matters, bethouglit himself 
of calling representatives of the nation to liis support. The 
kings of France had already often taken the advice upon public 
affairs of the baronage or of the clergy, each of wliich orders had 
a corporate existence and organization of its own, and therefore 
possessed means of influential advising: but Philip called in the 
burghers of the towns also and constituted (1302) that States- 
General (Etats-Odndraux) in which for the first time in French 
history that ‘third estate’ of the Commons appears wliich in 
later times was to thrust both clergy and nobles out of power and 
itself rule supremo as ‘the people.’ 

Character of the States-Qeneral. — The first Rtates-Gen- 
eral, summoned by I'hilip the Fair, reminds one not a little of 
the parliament called together in England in 1205 by Edward I. 
(secs. 848, 830). Apparently France was about to have a parlia- 
ment such as England’s became, a reiiresentative body, si>caking, 
and at the end of every important contest bringing to jiass, the 
will of the nation. But for France this first promise was not ful- 
filled. During three centuries, the fourteenth, fifteenth, and 
sixteenth (1302-1(314), it was the pleasure of the Frenclijnonarch 
to keej) alive, at first by frequent, and later by occcasional sum- 
mons, this assemblage of the three Estates. This was^c period 
« during which feudal privileges were giving way before the royal 
'prerogative, and it was often convenient to have the formal sanc- 
tion of the Estates at the back of acts of sovereignty on the part 
of the Crown. But after the full establishment of the regal power 
the countenance of the Estates was no longer needed, and was 
no longer asked. The States-General never, moreover, even in 
the period of their greatest activity, became a legislative au- 
thority. For one thing, they had not the organization proper, 
not to say necessary, for the exercise of power. Th.e_th rgfi.,Es- 
tates, the Nobility, the Clergy, and the Commons (Tiers Etat), 
deliberated apart from each other as separate bpdiegj^and each 
submitted its own list of grievances and suggestions to the king. 
They acted often in harmony, but never in union; their only 
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^common meeting was tlie first of each session, when they all 
fthree assembled in the same hall to hear a formal opening speech 
■Itrom the throne. They nev er acquired the right to be.consulted 
with reference to that cardinal aflairbT politics, taxation; they 
never gained the right to sit independently of royal summons. 
They were encouraged to submit what suggestions they chose to 
the government concerning the administration of the kingdom; 
and, as a matter of fact, their counsels were often heeded by the 
king. But Jdie y ne ver got beyond advising : never won the right 
to expect that their advice would be taken. Their sessions did, 
however, so long as they continued, contribute to keep alive a 
serviceable form of self-government which at least held the nation 
within sight of substantial liberties; and which, above all, secured 
national recognition for that ‘third estate,’ the people, whose 
sturdiest members, the burghers of the towns, were real represen- 
tatives of local political life. 

Administrative Development. — Of course along with the 
territorial expansion of the monarchy by annexation, absorption, 
and conquest there went also great adlninistrative developments. 

I As the monarchy grew, the instrumentalities of government grew 
along with it ; possession and control advanced hand in hand. 

Growth of the Central Administration. — In the earlier 
periods of the Capetian rule a Feudal Court and certain house- 
hold officers constituted a sufficient machinery for the central 
administration. There was a Chancellor, who was the king’s 
private secretary and keeper of both the public and the private 
records of the court; a Chamberlain, who was superintendent of 
the household; a Seneschal, who presided in the king’s name 
and stead in the Feudal Court, and who represented the king in 
tlie direct administration of justice; a Great Butler, who was 
manager of the royal property and revenues ; and a Constable, who 
was commander of the forces. The Feudal Court, composed of 
} the chief feudatories of tlie Crown, exercised the functions of a 
tribunal of justice in suits between tenants in capite, besides the 
; fimctions of a taxing body and of an administrative council. 

The Council of State. — So long as ‘ France ’ was only a 
duchy and the real territory of the Crown no wider than the im- 
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mediate domain of the Capetian dukes, the weight of administra* 
tion fell upon the officers of the household, and the Feudal Court 
was of no continuous importance. But as France grew, the 
jliousehold officers declined and the Feudal Court advanced in 
jlpower and importance. As the functions of, the Court increased 
and the Court became a directing Council, the Council more and 
more tended to fall apart into committees, into distinct sec- 
tions, haxiug each its own particular part of the duties once 
common to the whole body to perform. The earlier Councils 
exercised without distinction functions political, judicial, and 
financial, and their differentiation, though hurried forward .by 
monarchs like Louis IX., was not given definite completeness 
until 1302 (the year of the first Rtates-fTeneral) when, by an 
ordinance of Philip the Fair, their political functions were 
assigned to the body which was to remain the Council, their 
judicial functions to a body which was to bear the ancient name 
of parliament (and which we know as the Parliament of Paris), 
their financial functions to a Chamber of Accounts. Alongside 
of the Chamber of Accounts there sprang up a Chamber of 
Subsidies which concerned itself with taxation. Into these 
bodies, whose activity increased from year to year, the old offi- 
cials of the household were speedily absorbed, the Great Butler, 
for instance, becoming merely the president of the Chamber of 
Accounts. 

The Parliament of Paris. — Tlie jiuliciiil soctiou of the Council 
of State uonsisluU at flral like tlic (illier seel ions, like the whole Council 
indeed, of feudatories of tlie Crown, as well as of administrative cxpeiis 
gradually introduced. More and more, however, tills cliief tribunal tended 
^ to become exclusively a body of technical olticiais, of trained jurists and 
f experienced lawyers, the law officers and advisers of the Crown. 

Growth of Centralized Local Administration: Louis IX 
This expansion of the central organs of administration meant 
that the royal government wtis entering more and more exten- 
sively into tiie management of affairs in the provinces, that 
local administration was being centralized. This extension of 
centralized local administration may be said to have begun in 
earnest under Louis IX. Louis IX. did more than any of his 
predecessors to strengthen the grip of the monarchy upon its 
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dominions by means of direct mstiyimeiitalities o£ ggyeiiunent. 
He was a man able to see justice and to do it, to fear God and yet 
not fear the Cliurch, to conquer men not less by uprightness of 
character than by force of will and of arms; and his character 
established the monarchy in its power. By combined strength 
and even-handedness he bore down all baronial opposition ; the 
barons subjected to his will, he sent royal commissioners through- 
out the realm to discover where things were going amiss and 
where men needed that the king should interfere ; he established 
the right of appeal to his own courts, even from the courts of the 
barons, thus making the Parliament of Paris the centre of the 
judicial system of the country; he forced limitations of power 
upon the feudal courts ; he forbade Mid-m-part prevented judicial 
combats and private warfare. He drew the administration of the 
law in France together into a centralized system by means of 
royal Baillis and PrMts, whom he subordinated to the Parliament 
,of Paris. 


Steps of Centralization. — It i.s not, of course, to be unclerstootl 
that Louis' work wa.s to any consiilenxblo e.xtent a work of creation : it wa.s 
not, but ratlier a work of adaptation, expansion, sy.stematization. Tlie 
system wliicli lie perfected bad been slowly growing under bis predecessors. 
A bailU was, in tbe Middle Age.s, a very common officer, repre.sentiiig 
king or seigneur, as tbe case migbt be, .odininistering justice in bis name, 
commanding bis men-at-arms, managing tbe finances, caring, indeed, for 
every detail of administration. At first, it is said, ‘’all of judicial, finan- 
cial, and military administration was in his bands.” It was an old system 
of royal baillin, set over districts known as bailUages (bailliwicks), that 
I’bilip Augustus instituted (1190) and Louis IX. extended and regulated, 
keeping an eye to it, tbe while, that the buillis should be made to feel their 
dependence upon tbe Crown so constantly that they should per force re- 
main officials and nut dream of following tbe example of dukes and 
counts and becoming independent feudal lords on their own accounts. 

Personal Government: Ziouis ZIV. — Such measures naturally 
tended to subordinate all local magnates to tbe king. Uy the policy of 
Louis XIV. this tendency was coiupleteil : the whole of the nobility of 
France were, so to say, merged in the person and court of tbe king. 
Louis took care to have it undenstood that no nnin who I'emained upon 
his estate, who did not dance constiint attendance upon his majesty, tbe 
king, at his court, to add to' its brilliancy and servility, migbt expect any- 
thing but disfavor and loss. He made of tbe great landed nobility a court 
nubility, turning men from interest in their tenants and their estates tu 
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interest in court intrigue alone. lie drew all men of rank and ambition 
to himself, merged them in himself, and left nothing between the mon- 
archy and the masse.s wliereby the terrible impact of tlie great revolution 
wliicii was to come migiit bo broken. 

The Completed Centralization: the Intendant. — Finally 
came the completed centralization which followed the days of 
Richelieu: the system tvhose central figure was the Intenihml, a 
direct appointee and agent of the king and absolute ruler within 
the province ; and whose lesser figures were the sub-delegates of 
the Intendant, rulers in every district and commune. The rule of 
these agents of the Crown almost totally extinguished the separate 
privileges of the elected magistrates of the towns and of tlie other 
units of local government. In many places, it is true, the people 
were suffered still to elect their magistrates iis before; but the 
usurping activities of the Intendant and his subordinates speedily 
left elected magistrates with nothing to do. In other cases elec- 
tions ceased; the Crown sold the local offices as life estates to any 
one who would buy them for cash. 

The Province was a militarj-, not a civil, arlministrativo district. 
The Provinces wore grouped into (feni’ralilics, of wliich there were in all 
tliirty-two, and it was over a Generality lliat each Intendant ruled. ,Eo- 
cleiiastical admin i.stralion was served by still another distinct division into 
Dioceses. 

Judicial Centralization. — The local tribunals of justice in 
like manner had their business gradually stolen from them. The 
principle of appeal established by Louis IX. at length worked its 
perfect work. Every case in which any interest cared for from 
Paris (and what interest was not?) was either actually or by pre- 
tence involved was ‘ evoked ’ to special courts set up by royal 
commission. Xo detail was too insignificant to come within the 
usurpations of the king’s government. 

The Royal Council and the Comptroller-General. — The 
Royal Council at Faris regulated, by ‘orders in council,’ every 
interest, great or small, in the whole kingdom. The Comptroller- 
General, acting through the Intendants and their sub-delegates, 
and through the royal tribunals, managed France. Everybody’s ^ 
affairs were submitted to him, and tlirough liim to the Royal 
Council; and everybody received suggestions from Paris touching 
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his affairs. Ko labor of supervision was too overwhelming for 
the central government to undertake. Interference in local affairs, 
made progressively more and more systematic, more and more 
minute and inqiiisitive, resulted, of course, in tlie complete 
strangulation of local government. All vitalitj’’ ran to the veins 
of the central organism, and, except for the lingering and treas- 
ured privileges of the pays d’itats, and for here and there a per- 
sistent form of town life, France lay in the pigeon-holes of a 
bureau. Tabula rasa had been made of the historical elements of 
local government. 

The Spirit of the Administration. — This busy supervision of 
■ local and individual interests was ahv.ays paternal in intent ; and the 
intentions of the central power were never more benevolent than just 
when the Revolution w.is beginning to draw on apace. “The royal gov- 
ernment was generally willing in the latter half of the eighteenth century 
to redress a given case of abuse, but it never felt itself strong enough, or 
had leisure enough, to deal with tlie general source from which the par- 
ticular grievance sprang,” > 

The Revolution. — This whole fabric of government went 
for a moment to pieces in the storm of the Revolution. But the 
revolutionists, when their stupendous work of destruction had 
been accomplished, were under the same necessity to govern that 
had rested upon the monarch whom they hail dethroned and exe- 
cuted; and they very soon proved themselves unable to improve 
much upon the old patterns of government. In denial of the in- 
defeasible sovereignty of the king, tliey proclaimed, with huzzahs,' 
the absolute sovereignty of the people ; but Assembly and Con- 
vention could do no more than arrogate all power to themselves, 
as the people’s representatives, and seek to reign in the king’s 
stead througli the king’s old instrumentalities. They gave voice 
to a new conception, but they could not devise a new frame of 
administration. The result was confusion, Committees, the 
Terror, and — Napoleon. 

The Reconstruction by Napoleon. — The Revolution re- 
moved all the foundations of French politics, but scarcely any of 
the foundations of French administration. The interests of the 

1 John Moriey, Miscellanies, Vol. II. (last Macmillan edition), essay on 
“Turgot,” p. 138. 
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r oyal a dministration had centred in the general government, 
rather than in its local parts, — in patronage, in the aggregate 
national power and prosperity, in finance. The true interests 
of republican government, on the other hand, centre in thorough 
local development: republican work, projierly done, ought to 
tend to broaden and diversify administrative work by diversi- 
fying political life and quickening self-directive administrative 
agencies. But tliis the leaders of the Kevolution neither saw nor 
could do; and Xapoleon, whom they created, of course made no 
effort to serve republican develojiment. 

Napoleon simply reorganized despotism. In doing so, 
however, he did scarcclj'^ inore tlian eariy into effect tlie principal 
purposes of the Constituent Assemlily. The legislation of that 
Assembly had sought, not to shatter centralization, but to sim- 
plify and .systematize it; and it was tliis [uuqiose that Napoleon 
carried out. For the Convention and Assembly, as representa- 
tives of tlie nation’s sovereignty, he substituted himself; and 
then he proceeded to give to centralization a perfected machinery. 
The Convention and Assembly had endeavored to direct affairs 
tlirough Committei's, Commissions, Councils, Directories, — 
through executive hoards, in a word. For such instrumentalities 
Napoleon substituted single oflicers as depositaries,of.,ihe several 
distinct functions of administration ; though he was. content to 
associate with these otficers advisory councils, whose, advice they 
might ask, but should take only on their own individual responsi- 
Mlity. “ ‘To give advice is tlie province of several, to administer, 
that of individuals,’ says the maxim which he ..engraved on 
the pediment of the administrative arrangements of France,” to 
remain there to the present day. The Constituent Assembly, 
willing to obliterate the old Provinces of France, with their 
memories of feudal privilege, and the Oeneralities, with their 
ancient savor of absolutism, had redivided the coimtiy, as sym- 
metrically as possible, into e_ighfy.-nine ; and it was 

upon this territorial framework that Najroleoii superinqiosed a 
machinery of Prefects and sub-prefects, modelled, with simplifi- 
cations and improvements of method, upon the system of Interrd- 
ants and delegates of the old regime. This he accomplished in 
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Miat celebrated “Constitution of the Year VTII.” which still lies 
almost undisturbed at the foundation of French administration. 
The Ke volution had resulted in imparting to centralization what 
it never had had before: namelj', assured order and effective 
system. * "" 

Advances towards Liberal Institutions. — ^Nevertheless, 
the Eevolution had asserted a new principle of rule, and every 
change of government which has taken place in France since the 
Eevolution has pushed her, however violently, towards genuine 
representative institutions and real republicanism. Louis XVIIl., 
tliougli he persisted in holding to the divine right of kings and in 
retaining for himself and his ministers an exclusive right of in- 
itiative in legislation, assented to the establishment of a parlia- 
ment of two houses and conceded to it the responsibility of the 
ministers. Louis Philippe abandoned the delusion of the ‘divine 
right,’ acknowledged the sovereignty of the people, and shared 
with the chambers the right of initiative in legislation. AVitli 

1 Napoleon III. came reaction and a return to a system like that 
of the first Napoleon; but even Napoleon III. had consented to 
return to the .practice of ministerial responsibility before the 
war with Germany swept him from his throne and gave birth to 
the iji'esent Republic. 

The Third Republic. — Sedan having fallen (September 2), 
and tlie Emperor iiaving been taken prisoner, the imperial gov- 
ernment went to pieces, and on Sunday the fourth of September, 
1870, tlie leaders of uneasy Paris proclaimed the Third Republic, 
Gainbetta being their mouthpiece. A provisional government 
was at once set up by the republican leaders, under the name of 
the National Defence. The men wlio constituted it were fully 
aware tliat tliey legally represented nobody but themselves, that 
they had usurped power in the face of a national crisis and were 
acting by sufferance, and it was their purpose to call together a 
national assembly at once, an assembly chosen by universal suf- 
frage, in order that the people’s representatives might construct 

1 Since the war between France and Germany in 1870-’!, the Depart- 
- ments of France have numbered only eighty-six, the loss of Alsace and Lor- 
raine having subtracted three Departments. There is also the territory of 
Belfort. 
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in more formal fashion a government of their own. Immediate 
preparations were accordingly made for an election. Bnt the 
rapid and fatal progress of the war prevented. Germany pressed 
her victories to the utmost. It was not possible to liold an as- 
sembly at all until the end had come .and it had become necessary 
to decide terms of submission and peace. 

The National Assembly of 1871-1876. — On the Sth of 
February, 1871, a National Assembly was elected, and on the 
I'.lth of tlie same month it convened for the transaction of its 
business at Bordeaux. It turned out not to be a republican body. 
Of its seven hundred and sixty-eight members a majority were 
foundTIo be in favor of a monarchical form of government. Had 
that majority been united, it could have undone the work of Gam- 
betta and his colleagues and have set a prince once more upon 
the throne of France. But it could not unite. Some, the ‘Le- 
gitimists,’ wished to see the old house of Bourbon restored; 
others were partisans of the house of Orleans ; a few were Im- 
perialists and wanted the empire of the Bonapartes set up again. 
The first business of tlie Assembly was easily disposed of, hu- 
miliating though it was. Peace was concluded with Germany 
upon her own terms, only Belfort being saved by the dijjlomacy 
of Thiers. The matter of real difficulty was the establishment 
and maintenance cf a government. For the time being, and until 
sometliing better and more permanent could be agreed upon, tlie 
name and the forms of tlie Kepublic were kept. M. Grevy, a 
moderate Kepublican, w.as made President of the Assembly; M. 
Thiers, a moderate Orleanist, was chosen ‘Chief of the Executive 
Power’ of the Bcpublic (a title i»resently changed to President); 
and the ‘Assembly itself undertook to direct affairs, through the 
President as its responsible agent. 

A Balance of Parties. — For five years the Assembly main- 
tained its authority and hold upon affairs. It had been given no 
formal eonimission at the elections what it should do. It had 
been clearly enough understood, of course, that it was first of all 
to come to terms of peace with Germany; but no one knew what 
the voters had expected it would do after that. It had neither 
been commissioned to form a government nor to conduct one, and 
yet it certainly had not been forbidden to do either. The Repub- 
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licans, finding themselves in a minority, urged that the Assembly 
had no authority to make a permanent constitution, and demanded 
that it should be dissolved and the people asked to choose a new 
assembly explicitly authorized to frame a government. The 
monarchical majority, however, feared that they should not have 
such another chance as the present to frame a government to their 
own liking, and claimed that as a National Assembly elected 
without instructions the existing body had practically received 
sovereign powers from the electors and might do as it pleased, 
watching, as prudent men should, the while, the temper of the 
country. The real difficulty was to hit upon a practicable pro- 
gramme, agreeable to all factious of the monarchists. The 
interests of the factions proved in fact irreconcilable and it soon 
became evident to conservative and observant men of every opin- 
ion that the Eepublie must be left standing. Thiers declared 
very frankly that he would have preferred a constitutional mon- 
archy; but he believed a republic to be the real preference of the 
country, and he knew that to attempt the restoration of any one 
of the royal houses would be in the highest degree dangerous and 
revolutionary under the circumstances. “The Eepublie exists,” 
he said; “it is the legal government of the country; to w'ish for 
anything else would be a revolution.” The monarchists had at 
all events lost their opportunity by waiting; opinion ran steadily 
against them, and it was presently too late. 

The Framing of the Constitution. — The more statesman- 
like and practical jnen iimongst them saw at last very clearly that 
they must frame a republican government or none at all ; but they 
determined to do as little as possible to\vards making the consti- 
tution they should frame definitive and difficult of alteration. 
They would make the forms of the now government such that it 
could at any rate be readily changed, and that without radical 
amendment, into a constitutional monarchy. They gave it, ac- 
cordingly, as simple and rudimentary a frame as possible, leav- 
ing almost every detail, and even some of the main arrangements 
of its administration, to be settled by ordinary legislation; and 
they took care to make constitutional change as easy and informal 
a matter as might be without risking immediate instability. For 
four years they experimented with the government they had : 
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defining the poAvers of the President and their own relations to 
him more than once, as if tentatively, and so as it Avere testing 
and shaping the arrangements to which they should ultimately 
give permanency. About a month after its convening the As- 
sembly removed from llordeaux to Versailles. While the Com- 
mune ruled Paris the leaders of the Assembly could of course 
think of nothing but the measures necessary to establish order 
and the authority of the government. When order had been re- 
stored, it Avas still necessary to handle the finances and arrange 
many disordered matters of administration. What Avith the diffi- 
culties of governing the country and tlie even greater difficulty of 
quieting its OAvn factions, it jn'oved impraeticable for the Assem- 
bly to enter upon the Avork of constitution-making before 1873. 
The Avork Avas not completed before the elosing months of 1875. 

Meanwhile (Augiisl .'ll, 1871), hy the same act which conferred 
upon him ids new title of I’residciit of the Hopnblio, the Assembly liad 
defined Its relations to 'rhicr.s, constiUiliuK him its responsible minister, 
Avitli the right to appoint the other execulivu olHcers of the government and 
to address the Asseiiihly upon all inattm-s of public husincss, and giving 
him a term of oliioe wliieli sliould Itist until it slioiild liavc finished its own 
business. In Maivli, 1873, tliiiiking him ton dominant in its counsels, it 
had sought to exclude tlie I’ro.sident from its debates, except upon extraor- 
dinary occasions, and to put a responsible cabinet of ministers between 
itself and the head of tlie government. Two months later it forced M. 
Tliiers to resign and elected JIarshal MacJIalion to exercise the ollico of 
President in ids sicad, nxmgJd!ttsaanjUi.bn.Aien.year3^and leaving tlio scope 
of his authority and of his relations to the Icgislatiu-o to be determined by 
tlio definitive coustitulioiial l.aws it was .about to frame. It had expcfi- 
Aiiented long enougli at governing and at tlie making and modifying of 
Executive.s, and was ready, a.s it no doubt saw tlie country was, for its 
final task. 

Scope and Character of the Constitutional and Organic 
Laws of 1875. — In frumiug the laAvs Avhich Avere to give shape to 
the neAV government the As.snmbly lUstinguishecl beiaKfiOn tliose 
Avhioh Avere to be ‘constitutional ’ and subject to change^ only by 
special processes of amendment, and those Avhich, though ‘or- 
ganic, ’ Avere to be left subject to change by the ordinary processes 
of statutory enactment by the tAvo Houses of the Legislature. 
The ‘constitutional ’ Iuavs, passed February 24th and 25th and J uly 
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loth, 1875, respectively, dciilt in the simplest possible manner 
with the larger features of the uew governmeiit''s structure and 
'operation: the el ectionyind goiieral-powei:s.of the President; the-; 
d^ision of the National Assembly into two houses, a Senate and~ 
Chamber of Deputies ; the general powers and mutual relations of 
the two Houses, the President’s relation to them, and the general 
rul^^ which .should control their assembling and adjournment. 

( Two ‘organic’ statutes, bearing date August ,2nd and November 
30th, 1875, respectively, provided for the election of Senators and 
Deputies. The only radical amendment of the ‘constitutional’ 
laws since then effected was made in August, 1884, when almost 
the whole of the constitutional law regarding the composition and 
powers of the Senate was repealed, and replaced by an ‘organic ’ 
law (that is, an ordinary statute) which introduced a number of 
important changes, and left the organization and authority of the 
Senate henceforth open to the freest legislative alteration, likely 
to be checked only by the circumstance that the Senate must itself 
assent to the changes made. The ‘organic’ laws of 1875 with ' 
regard to elections to the Chamber of Deputies have been several ’’ 
times amended. 

y The Sovereignty of the Chambers. — There can bo no doubt 
that the National Assembly had invested Marshal MacMahon 
with the presidential power, upon the resignation of M. Thiers 
in May, 1873, with a distinct jiurpose. MacMahon was at once a 
popular and patriotic soldier and a partisan of monarchy. It was 
hoped that he might keep the chief executive place of the nation 
warm for some sovereign to be afterwards agreed upon and en- 
throned, — not necessarily by coup d’itat : perhaps by a mere 
modification of the constitutional laws with regard to the person 
and powers of the head of the state. Sovereignty, nevertheless, 
passed under the new constitution to the new National Assembly, 
the Senate and Chamber of Deputies. The ‘constitutional ’ laws 
of 1876 can be changed at will by the legislature which they called 
into existence : changed by the simple substitution of action in 
joint Assembly for the ordinary separate action in two houses. 
The Senators and Deputies have but to unite in National Assem- 
bly to become as sovereign as the Assembly which created them 
(see page 134). They are, besides, the sole judges of their own 



THE GOVERNMENT OE FRANCE. 


151 


constitutional powero. No courts restrain them. France, like 
England, vests in her parliament a complete sovereignty of dis- 
sfStion as to its own acts. 

The prinui2ial difference belwcon the two cases is, that tlie English 
Parliament may exercise all its powers in the same way, by the ordinary 
procedure of enactment, whether it changes by the act a mere detail of 
the common law or a chief arrangement of the constitution of the reaini, 
while the French chambers are put under limitations of procedure ii: 
resiject of every alteration of the fundamental law. 

Tlie constitutional arrangements thus effected have tliis 
admirable difference from all other previous constitutions France 
has had since the llevolution: the3’^ do not pretend to constitute 
the whole body of her fundamental j)ublic law. They exclude 
neither precedent nor growth. In practice even the precedents 
of previous constitutions have been suffered to have a part in sup- 
plementing them. So much of former constitutional usage as is 
not incompatible with the laws and character of tlie Republic is 
regarded as still in force. There has been no absolute break 
with the ])ast, but only a new construction on old foundations. 

The Chamber of Deputies. — It was the hope of the consti- 
tution-makers of 1875 that the Senate would have equal weiglit 
in affairs with the Cliaiuber of Deputies; but that liope lias been 
disappointed. Effective jiower has fallen from the first to the 
popular cliamber, and the Senate li.as been thrust into a secondary 
role. Of the choice of members of the Cliamber of Deputies, the 
constitutional laws say no more than that they shall be elected 
by universal suffrage. ‘Organic ’ statute law has organized the 
Chamber on the basis of one deputy to every one hundred thou- 
sand inhabitants. Deputies must bo at least twenty-five years of 
age, and their term, unless the Chamber be sooner dissolved, is 
four years. The eighty-six Departments into which the country 
is divided are the basis of representation in the Chamber, as in 
the Senate ^age 153). To each Department is assigned a certain 
number of deputies, according to its population; every Depart- 
ment, however, whatever its population, being entitled to at least 
three representatives. The deputies are elected, not ‘at large’ 
for the whole Department, that is, on a general ticket, lint by 
districts, as members of our federal House of Representatives 
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are chosen in the States. The Arrondissements serve as ‘ con- 
gfessfon^ districts,’ as we should call them,* — and this method 
of voting is accordingly known in France as scrutin d'arrondisse- 
ment (ballot by arrondissemcnt). 

This was the original arrangement of 1875 ; but in 1885 the system of 

( voting for deputies in each Department on a general ticket, as we vote 
for presidential electors in the States, was introduced, being called scrutin 
de liste (ballot by list). It was adopted at the suggestion of Gainbetta, 
who thought that a sy.stoin of general tickets would give his party a freer 
sweep of popular majorities. In 1889, however, scrutin d' arrondmemenl 
was regstablislied, because scrutin de liste had given too free a sweep to 
the popular niajoritie.s of General Boulanger. 

The principal colonies, too, are entitled to representation in 
the Chamber. Algiers sends live deputies ; Cochin-China, Guade- 
loupe, Guyana, India, Martinique, Keunion, and Senegal each 
send one. In all, there are six hundred and two deputies. Elec- 
tions to the Chamber do not take jilace at regular intervals and 
on fixed dates named by statute, but must be ordered by decree 
from the President of the Republic in each case. The law direcits, 
however, that the President must order an election within sixty 
days, or, in case of a dissolution, within two months after the 
expiration of a term of the CJiamber ; and that the new Cliamher 
. must come together within the ten days following the election. 
At least twenty da5's must separate decree and day of election, 

Election by Majority. — The law' governing the cleclion of 
Deputies provicle.s against choice by plurality on the lirst ballot ; and the 
result is unfortunate. If there are more than two candidates in an elec- 
toral district (an arrondisSenieni), an election on the lirst ballot is possi- 
ble only if one of the candidates receive.9 an absolute majority of all the 
votes cast not only, but also at least one-fourtli as many votes as there 
are registered votei-s in the district. If no one receives such a majority, 
banothcr vote must be taken two weeks later, and at this a plm-ality is 
®ufflcient to elect. The result Is, that the multiplication of partie.s, or 
rather the multiplication of groups and factions within the larger party 
lines, from which Franco naturally suffera overmuch, is directly encour- 
aged. Bival groups are tempted to show their strengtli on the first ballot 

* Arrondissements having a population of more than one hundred thou- 
•sand people are divided into districts, called circonscriplims — one for each 
hundred thousand people or fraction thereof. 



THE GOVEBKMENT OE IHiANCE. 


153 


In an election, for tho purpose of winning a piaco or exchanging favor 
for favor in the second. Tliey lose notliing by failing in the first ; they 
may gain concessions or he moi-e regarded another time by showing a 
little strength ; and rivaliy is ciicoiu~aged, instead of consolidation. France 
cannot afford to foster factions. 

The Senate. — liy an act of tho Xiitional Asseinhly passed 
August 14th, 1884, almost the tvhole of the constitutional law of 
February 24th, 1875, relating to the organization of the Senate 
and to the qualifications and election of senators was stripped of 
its ‘ constitutional ’ character and became an ordinary statute. 
Four months later it wms replaced by the act of December 9th, 
1884. In all that respects its organization and in much that re- 
spects its powers the Senate has become a merely statutory body. 
So far as the ‘ constitutional ’ laws are concerned, it might be con- 
stituted by executive appointment or by lot. By statute it has 
b^n.made to consist of three hundred members chosen 4)y ‘elec- 
toral colleges ’ specially constituted for the purpose iu'the several 
Departments and colonies, and the terra of senatorship has been 
fixed at nine years.' Forty years has been declared the minimum 
age for senators. The olectaral college for the choice of senators 
is composed in each Department oOfii* deputies from flae Depart- 
ment, the members of the ‘ (rcncral Council ’ of the Dep)artment 
(page 169), and tlie members of the Councils of its several Arron- 
dissements (page 171), together with delegates chosen in each 
Commune by the Communal Council, varying in number according 
to the numbers of the Communal Council. One-third of the 
member.ship of the Senate is renewed every three years. In lega^i 
powers the Senate is in all rcsj)ects u])on a footing of equality^* 
with the Chamber of Deputies, except that money bills mustil 
originate with the Chamber ; and though it has in practice been ■ 
conceded that the Senate may amend them, it has been doubted 
whether it can of strict legal right add to money bills. In 
political power, of course, the Chamber overshadows and domi- 
nafes’thc Senate. 

1 Until 188-1 the law proviflccl that seventy-live nf the senatorial seats 
were to be filled by the choice of the Senate itself, ami held for life. By 
virtue of the constitutional change effected in 1884, all vacancies occurring 
in these life-memberships are now filled by election in the Departments, aa 
other seats are, and for tho usual term of nine years. 
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Legislation determines from time to time iiow many senatora shall 
be elected by each Department. According to the present distribution 
ten are returned by the city of Parts, which itself constitutes most of the 
Department of the Seine. ( Jther Departments vary in their representation 
"Som two to eight. “The following elect one senator each ; the TeiTitory 
of Belfort, the .ihie-e Dfipavtuieuts of Algeria, the four colonies, Marti- 
nique, ~&uadeioupe, Rduiiion, French Indies.” (Law of Dec. 9, 1884.) 

In Case of Usurpation. — In case tlie Chambers should be illc- 
jgally dissolved or liindered from as.sembling, the General Councils of tlie 
ijbepartments are to convene without delay in their respective places of 
Inneeting and take the neee.ssary steps for preserving order and quiet. 
(Each Council is to ciioose two deiegates to join delegates from tlie other 
Councils in assembling at the place whither tlie members of the legal gov- 
ernment and the regular representatives of the people who have escaped 
the tyranny have betaken tlieinselves. The extraordinary assembly thus 
brought together is authorized to constitute itself for business when lialf 
the Departments shall be represented; and it may take any steps that 
may be necessary to niainlain order, administer affairs, and establish the 
independence of the regular Chambei's. It is dissolved, ipso facto, so .soon 
as the regular Chauibeis can come together. If that be not possible, it is 
to order a general election, within one month after its own assembling. 

The Nati onal Assembly ; its Functions. — The Senate and 
[Chamber of Deputies meet together in joint se.ssion as a National 
[Assembly for two purposes : tlie, revision of the Constitution. and 
the election of the Vresident; pf hhp. Tl.ppiildi e. Since November, 
1879, the Houses have met for the performance of their ordinary 
legislative functions in Paris; as a National Assembly tliey meet 
in Versailbes, apart from the exciting influences of the great capi- 
tal, which has led so many assemblies captive. Whether met for 
the election of the President or for the revision of the Constitu- 
tion, the National Assembly must do the single thing which it 
has convened to do and then at once adjourn. For the election 
of the President there are clearly determined times and occa- 
sions : whenever the office of President falls vacant, whether by 
the death or resignation of the President or by the exiriration of 
his term. 

- Eevision of Constitution. — A revis io n of ^tl re C onsti- 

tutio n may take place whenever the two Houses are agreed that 
revisipajs necessary. It has, thus far, been customary for tlie 
Houses to consider sepiirately beforehand not only the propriety 
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of a revision, — that standing constitutional rules require, — but 
also the particular points at which revision is necessary and 
the lines on which it should proceed; and to know each other’s 
minds on these important hcails before agreeing to a National; 
Assembly. Alike for the election of a I’resident and for the| 
adoption of constitutional amendments an absolute majority vote! 
of the united Chambers suffices. 

It might en.sily happen that the majority in one of the Houses 
would be outvoted ou joint ballot in National Assembly. If sneli were 
likely to be tlie c.ase, that majority could hardly be expected to con- 
sent readily to a joint session. France h.i-s, not two, but many national 
parties, and it is not always pos.siblc to effect I he same combination of 
factions in support of a measure in both the Houses. Cases must fre- 
quently arise in which a joint vote of the Ilomses upon a particular measure 
would carry with it defeat to the policy preferred in one of them. And 
yet there is no legal obstacle to prevent the in.ajority in a joint session 
taking up and deciding questions not agreed upon beforehand. The only 
guarantee is good faitli. 

The National Assembly is the niost completel£..8pvereign 
body known to the Constitution, there Iteiiig but one thing it 
cannot' do under existing law: it cannot .sit as long as it pleases. 
Its sessions must not exceed in length the duration of an ordi- 
nary.legislative session_(five mouths), It is, indeed, forbidden, 
besides, to consider the repeal of rcpublic.'in governmentj but it 
could repeal the law which forbids it. 

The o flicci'S of the Scnalc act as olHccrs of the National Assembly. 
They consist of a I’resident, four Vicc-Vresidents, .six .Secretaries, and 
three Qua;stors, elected for one year. Tlie I'liamhur of Deputies hits the 
same ofticcs, with the addition ut two mure scercUiry.ships. 

The President of the Republic. — The president, elected by 
the joint ballot of the Chambers, is titular head of. the, Executive 
of Fraflse. ffis_term_.of office is set'en years. He lias the power 
of appointing and removing all officers of the public service. Iie_ 
has no veto ou legisltition, but he is authorized to demand a re- 
consideration of any measure by tliq_Houscs. He can adjourn the 

t Chambers at any time (tliough not more tliau twice during the 
same session) for any period not exceeding one month; he can 
close a regulur session of the Houses .at his di-seretiou after it lias 
continued Kve inoiiths, uiul an extra session when he pleases; and 
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Ep. pan wit-.h t,hp. consent of the S enate^ dissolve the Chamber of 
Deputies, even before the expiiutioii of the hve months of its 
regular session. A dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies 
puts an end also to the sessions, though not to the life, of tlie 
Senate ; for it cannot act, except as a court, without the Chamber. 
In the event of a dissolution, as has been said, the President 
must order a new election to l)e held within two months there- 
after, and the Houses must convene within ten days after the 
election. “ The President is responsible in case of high treason 
only,” says the constitutional law of February 25th, 1875 ; and, 
incase of high .treas on th e Chamber must imjjeMh, the Senate 
, try, him. As a matter of fact, however, four Presidents of the 
lEepublic have been forced or have chosen to resign. 

The only limitation put by larv upon tlie choice of the National 
Assembly in electing a President of the Republic is, that no one 
shall be chosen President who is a member of any family 
which has qccupitjd .the throne of Francq Members of these 
fellies are also excluded from.seats hr either the Cliamber or the 
Senate. 

i. 

Influence of President and Senate. — The President and 
Senate, it will be seen, are given a r ealby very great power oi' 
control over the Chamber of ,Dei>uties. It is within the choice of 
the President to moderate the excesses of the Chamber by return- 
ing bills to it for reconsideration,* or by adjourning it during a 
period of too great excitement ; and it is within the choice of tlic 
President and Senate acting together to appeal from its decisiems 
to the constituencies by a dis.solutiou. The Senate, moreover, 
has once and again been given so many members of real weight 
of character and distinction of career that it would seem to have 
been in a position to act in restnunt of the Chamber with tirmness 
and success. But, though the National Assembly which elected 
Thiers and MacMahon and put together the framework of the 
constitution may have intended the new government to be in 
some real sense a government by the President, it has in fact 
never shown the President in any degree a master in affairs since 
the days of MacMahon himself. MacMahon exercised the power 

* The President has no veto power and while tlie Chamber must recon- 
sider bills thus returned to it, it may at ouce repass them without change. 
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of dissolution, with the approval of the Senate ; but the change 
of Deputies only taught him the real character of the govern- 
ment, as a government subject to the will of the Chamber. Year 
by year the subordinate ijosition of the Senate and the irregular 
but always irresistible power of the Chamber have become, more 
and more obvious. 

The Cabinet and the Council of Ministers. — A C abinet o/ '| 
ministers constitutes a link between the President and the Cham- 1 
bers : and the political functions of this Cabinet are amongst, the 
c entral features of goveriiment in Prance. Hgjjjj, ,t|) je C.abinet a.nd 
the Council consist of the .same persons ; but the Cabinet is. ,„a 
poUtical body exclusively a^d is presided over^Y fhb Pr&mier, 
while the .Council has adininistiative. functions and is presided! 
over by the President. The distinction illustrates pointedly the * 
double capacity of the ministers. 

The Ministries. — There arc now fourteen ministerg .; the 
Minister of Justice, tilling the office filled before the Eevolution 
by the Chancellor'; the Minister of Finan ce, who has taken the 
place of the Comptroller-General of ante-revolutionary days 
(page 143) ; the Minister of who acts as head of the adminis- 
trative department created in the time of Mazarin (1G44) ; the 
Minister of Madiie ; the Alinister of Colonjes ,' the Minister 
of Foreign Affuij-s (1044) ; the Minister of the iTtterior, an ottice 
created by the Constituent Assembly in 1791, by a consolidation 
of the pre-revolutionary olliees of Coinptrollcr-General and Minis- 
ter of the Iloyal Household, except so far as the functions of 
the Comptroller-General were linancial and bestowed upon the 
Miidster of Finance; the ISlinister of Public Instruction (1848) 
and the Fine Arts; the ^Minister of Public Works and Transporta- 
tion; the Minister of Agriculture (an office created in 1812, but 
afterwards abolished, to be revived in 1828-30) ; the Minister 
of Trade and Industry; the Minister of Labor; the Minister of 
Supplies, and the Minister of Munitions. 

" The Cabinet. — As a Cabinet, .the minis ters repr ese nt th e 
Chambers. They ari^ commonly chosen from amonga^ the mem- 
bers of the- Houses ; but', whether members or not, they have, as 
ministers, the right to attend all sessions of the Ch;iuibers and to 
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take a specially privileged part in (lebate.* Tbe same right ex- 
{enda alsollTth'e'^'der-secreto who are, conseq u e n tly, usually 
members of the Chambers. 

""“^ ^The Council of Ministers. — A s an admia iskativg Counc il 
the ministers are, in o fficia l rank a{ ~liast, sub^rdinaie,.Jifi__tiie 
P^dentTwhpls the Chief Executive. T he~CQu nciL§ita-inL-liiH 
preieuce and under, his presidency, Its duty is to exercise a 
general oversight of the administration of the laws, with a view 
fco giving unity of direction to affairs of state. In case of the 
death, resignation, or incapacitation of the President of the Ite- 
publie, the Council is to act in his stead until the National As- 
sembly can meet and elect his successor. Its members are ex 
officio members of the Council of State, the highest judicial tri- 
buiiaT'of the Eepublie for the determination of administrative 
cases (page 174). 

Relation of the Ministers to the President. — The Council 
of Ministers is a body recognized by law, the Cabinet is not : it 
is only the ministers in consultation concerning matters affecting 
their political responsibility : it is, aside from such meetings for 
consultation, <jnly a name representing their union in responsi- 
bility. But the two names. Council and Cabinet, furnish con- 
venient means for making plant the various relations of the 
ministers to the President. As a Council they are, in a sense, 
his creation ; as a Cabinet they are, in a sense, his masters. The 
Executive llepartments or Ministries over which they preside 

! are the creation, not of the Constitution or of statutes, but of the 
President’s decree. No decree of the President is valid, however, 
unless countersigned by the minister whose department is affected. 
Any such decree must, too, almost necessarily affect the budget, 
and must in that way come within the control of the ministers 
and the Cliambers. The ministers are the President’s appointees ; 
but he must appoint ministers who are in agreement with the 
majority in the Chambers, and tliey are responsible to the Cham- 
bers alone for their c.onduct in office. The President is the head 
of the administration ; but his salary is dependent upon the 

^ A minister may speak at any time in the Chambers ; not even the 
cloture (previous question) can exclude him. In 1888 the Minister of War 
was witliout a seat in tlie Cliainher, 
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annual budget -whieli the Minister of Finance presents to the 
Chambers : and the items of the budget are matter of agreement 
between the ministers and the Chambers. 

All these ‘ buts ’ are so many fingers iiointing to the power, of 
the Cabinet over the President. The Ministers are in fact noMiis 
representatives, but representatives of the Chambers. In this 
capacity they control n^ the policy only, but also the patronage 
of the government. Hatural lv the President’s appouitments, 
needing, as they do in every case, the countersignature of a 
minister, are in general the apjiointments of the ministers ; and 
tFeir ai)pointments are too often bestowed according to their in- 
terest in the Chambers, — are too often used, in short, to be cast 
as bait for votes. 

The Patronage of Office, indeed, threatens to become 
even more of a menace to good government in France than it has 
been to good government in our own country under the federal 
system of appointment. The number of offices in tlie gift of the 
ministers in Fraiice is vastly greater than the number within the 
gift of the President of the United Stiites ; and the ministers’ 
need to please the Chambers by favors of any and all kinds is in- 
comparably greater than our President’s need to please Congress, 
since they are dependent upon the good-will of the Chambers for 
their tenure of office, while he is not dependent on Congress for his. 

There have never yet been in France, however, any such whole- 
sale removals from office upon the going out of one administra- 
tion and the coming in of another as we liave seen tigain and 
again in this country ; because there has really been no radical 
change of administration in France since the days of MacMahon. 
In this country, as in England, there are tw^o great national parties, 
and the government is now in the hands of one and again in the 
hands of the other. But in France a change of cabinet means 
nothing more than a change from the leadership of one group to 
the leadership of another. 

For some years after the establishment of the present form of 
government, the only real party opposed to the Eejmblicans was 
made up of persons known or suspected to be hostile to the very 
form of government under Avhich the country was living. The 
people never gave it a majority in the Chamber and were never 
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willing to intrust it with office. With the general acceptance of 
the Repnhlic this monarchical party has disappeared ; support of 
the BiCpublic has become unanimous. No well-defined issues 
have divided the people or tlieir representatives into two great 
political parties ; at present eight parties are represented in the 
Chamber of Deimties,'' ranging in number after the last electioji 
from 136 to 26, with 18 Independents. Since no partj' has a 
majority, a mimstry must depend upon a bloc, or union of parties. 
There is thus no strong bond of support behind finy ministry, and 
while ministries do not change with the disconcerting frequency 
ofTETearlier years of "the Ilepubhc, their tenure is still far too in- 
secure and short lived. Generally a now cabinet is composed in 
part of men who held office also in the cabinet just thrown out. 
If is a change only of chief figures. And so wholesale removals 
from office do not take place. 

Ministerial Responsibility. — The responsibility of the 
ministers to the Chambers is of law, and not simply of custom 
M in England. Their tenure of office is dependent upon the 
fiivpr of, the Houses.' It would doubtless bo so witliout law, for 
no policy of theirs could succeed without legislative approval and 
support, and it is Erench precedent as well as English for minis- 
I ters to resign when defeated. They resign because they will not 
carry out measures of which they di.sapprove. In theory their 
responsibility is to both Houses ; but, as a matter of fact, it is 
almost wholly to the Chamber of Depmties. The votes, .of the 
Se^te alone seldom make or unmake Cabinets ’ ; that has come 
■ to be recognized as the pirerogatiAm of the p)op)ular Chamber, 
! which is more directly representative of the nation. 

Questions and Interpellations. — The ministers may be 
held closely to their responsibility at every turn of their policy 
by means of various sinipde and effecth'e forms of inquiry on the 
• part of the Chamljers. Fir st of all is the direct question. Any 
member of either House may, after due notice given to the min- 
ister concerned, ask any epuestion as to affairs of state ; and an 
^answer is demanded, by custom at least, to every question which 

iQn Miiroh 18, 1013 Briaiul propo.scd a vote ot coidicleiice in the Senate 
on the question of proportional representation, ami wlicn it was not given, 
the ministry resigned. 
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can be answered publicly without detriment to the public interest. 
Next to the direct question, which is a matter between the indi- 
vidual questioner and the minister questioned, comes that broader 
formjjf cliallenging the policy of the Cabinet, known in France^ 
as the ‘ TnterpeUationJ The simple questioner must lirsib get the / 
consen lnLthe minister to Jiear his question ; an interpellation, on i 
t he co ntrary, can be brought on without awaiting the acquiescence ' 
of Jthe minister. It is a special and formal challenge of the ' 
policy or action of the Cabinet on some matter of the day, and is 
commonly the occasion of a general debate. It usually results in 
a vote expressive of eonfideiu* or want of confidence in the min- ' 
isters, as the case may be. It is the question exalted into a 
subject of formal discussion : it is the weightiest form of interro- 
gating ministers : it makes them and all that they have done the 
objects of set attack and defence. A thi rd and still more formal 
method of bringing administrative acts under the scrutiny of the 
Cumbers, consists in the appointment of a Committee of Investi- 
gation. 

The power of iiiterpellation has been so imliscriininately and unwiselyi 
used in France as seriously to discredit her system of cabinet government.! 
Interpellation is uuho.silatingly used to take the ministers by surprise 
Deputies lie in wait to take them at a disadvantage. They ai-e ‘ inter- 
pellated,’ moreover, mo.st often, not upon questions of firsWate impor- 
tance or in any way rcprcsenUitivo of their ijnlicy, but upon trivial matters 
of the moment. A sudden imimlse upon a minor question of administra- 
tion often deleriuiiies the vote, and a cabinet goes out, it may be, as it 
by a trick, — not because its policy has been rejected or discredited, but 
because a chance and temporary majority has been got together against it. 
Yet the French regard the interpellation, de.spite its abuses, as the essence|i 
of constitutional government and .an indispcns.able element in securingl 
n iini-st orial responsibility. 'I’lic Chambers have sought within recent years . 
to les.sen the evils of interpellation by restricting the opportunities for iis 
use. Under the present rules of both the Senate and the Chamber inter- 
pellations can be made only oii one day of the week. Demands foi‘ inter- 
pellations are .so nuineroiis that few ean bo made in the time allotted, and 
us each takes its turn in order, it Ims happened that interpellations have 
been reached as long us a year and a half after they were made. Tlie 
Chamber is always mistress of its own oialer of tlie day and interpellations 
ragiU'ding inqiortant matters may be heaiil at once or may be speci.ally 
set for an early day The number of interpellations is still so great as to 
hni3o.se a terrible tax upon the time of IroLli mini.sters and Chambers. 
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Control during the War. — The Senate and the Chamber have 

■ exercised a wide degree , of control over the government, not'only with 
i^ect to questions of internal affairs but also with respect to its diplo- 
imaiac policy and tlie general direction of military affairs. During 1915 
.anSTii&e'eafly rabhtfis of iOlB, important groups in the Chamber demanded 
that interpellations upon diplomatic and military affairs should be dis- 
cussed in secret session, but the government opposed this on the ground of 
the serious consequences that might result from a discussion of these 
matters, even in a secret session. The right of the Senate and Chamber 
to control was not questioned, but the government thought it could be done 
better by tlie great parliainentaiy committees on the army, finance, and 
foreign affaire. Finally the government was compelled to yield and on 

, June 14-22, 1916, secret sessions were held for the first time in the history 
[g£ the Third Republic. Though a vote of confidence in the Briaiid 

■ ministry was given, the Chamber r&solved to appoint a special committee, 
which, with the concurrence of the government, should exercise effective 
conti-ol. But the Chamber was flnaliy compelled to abandon the plan of a 
special committee of control and on July 26, 1916, it delegated to the great' 
standing committees the powers necessary to exercise effective control.i 

Sie Course of Legislation. — All propositions alike, ■whether 
made hy ministers or by private members, have to go to a special 
committee for consideration before reaching a debate and vote by 
the tvliole House ; but the propositions of private members must, 
in the Senate, pass another test before they reach even a special 
committee, they must go first to the ‘ Monthly Committee on 
Parliamentary Initiative,’ and it is only after hearing the report 
|of that Committee upon bills submitted to it that the Senate 
jdetermiues -whether particular measures shall be taken under 
fuither consideration and advanced to the special-committee stage. 
In the Chamber of Deputies every proposition of a private mem- 
ber goes to the president of the Chamber who refers it to the 
permanent committee -within whose province it falls. A vote 
of emergency taken upon the introduction of a measure canTh^- 
. ever, rescue a ministerial bill from all committee handling, and 

a private member’s bill from the delays of the Initiative Com- 
mittee. 

Committees.- — The committee organization of the 
House IS worthy of special remark. Every month during the 
session, the members of the Senate are divided hy lot into nine 
‘ Duguit, Manuel, pp. 452 11. a fhul., pp. 431 fl. 
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hur f<y^ . The businesa of these bureaux is. not to CQn8idej:.«.iiyis 
b ut to elect the. committees to which hills are referred. 

In the Chamber of Deputies since 1915, at the opening of a 
new session eleven bureaux are chosen by lot and they proceed 
at once to examine the certificates of election ; other bureaux 
are chosen in the event .the Chamber decides to establish a >per- 
manent or special committee, elected by the bureaux, in addition 
to the great standing committees. 

Until 1902 the committees of both Senate and Chamber of 
Deputies were special and temporary: special in that they 
were appointed to consider one or more definite points and they 
could not consider anything else ; temporary, that is, they ceased 
to exist so soon as tlie matter with which they were intrusted 
was disposed of. Since 1902 the Chamber has adopted the 
s^tem of permanent or standing committees, chosen for a year, 
among which all the business is distributed. In 1911 the Senate, 
though holding in principle to the theory of special committees, 
decided to establish a certain number of standing committees. 
The number of these committees in the Chamber is nineteen and 
in the Senate four. In the Senate they are chosen by the 
bureaux, but in the Chamber a method is used which gives pro- 
portional representation to the various political groups ; the 
bureaux of the different groups report to the president a com- 
plete list of their members and, after agreement among them- 
selves, the list of candidates which they have determined in 
accordance with the rule of proportion. This list is regarded as 
having received the ratification of the ■ Chamber unless fifty 
deputies have opposed it by a declaration in writing delivered to 
t^ president. In the event pf opposition the Chamber proceeds 
to a vote by the scrutin de lisle. Each committee consists of 
forty-four members and no deputy can serve on more than three 
committees at the same time. 

The very existence of committees and of the matter-of-course \ 
reference of all measures to their consideration, m.eans that the 
Chamber insists upon examining and sifting all proposals for 
itself, whether they have been introduced by the ministers or riot. 
It means, consecj^uently, that the leadership of the ministers is 
thus still further broken and embarrassed. The committees will 
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always insist upon putting some touch at least of their own 
handiwork upon the bills submitted to them ; and even the 
ministers may comit upon seeiug their proposals pulled about 
and altered. 

The Budget Committee. — All financial matters are con- 
sidered by special standmg committees chDsen_for one year; in 
the Cliamber o f Deputies by a Budget Committee composed of 
forty-four members, and in *t1Se~Beiiate by a Finance Committee 
composed of eighteen members ; and these Committees, like other 
standing committees, arrogate to themselves something like abso- 
lute domination of the financial policy of the government, with 
the result of robbing financial legislation of order and consistency, 
and of sadly obscuring the responsibility of the ministers. Otlier 
committees simply consider and report ; the Budget Committee 
undertakes often radically to revise, sometimes altogether to 
transform, ministerial proposals, originating when it was meant 
only to control. 

Govenunent by the Chambers. — Ministerial re.sponsibiUty lias 
rapidly degenerated in Franco into government by fiie Chamber of Deputies. 
Ministerial responsibility is compatible with ministerial leaclersliip ; and 
under a ministry really given leave to direct the couree of public policy, tlie 
Chambers judging and controlling but not directing, that ijolicy might liavo 
dignity, consi.stciicy, and strength. But in France the ministers liave, more 
aijdjiKire as the yeius of the Kepublie have uiulliplied, been made to substi- 
tute for originative leadership suhinlssive obedience to tlie wi.shes, and even 
to llie_ yyliinw, of the .Climnlier of Deputies. Tlie extraordinary functions 
wliicli liave been iirliitriivily a.ssiniied by the Budget f'umniittee simply mirror 
tlie wliole political situaliim iii Fiance. 

The Administrative and Judicial Powers of the Executive. 

^ — It must not be supposed, because the life oE a ministiy is short 
|,iid its leadersliip in the houses uncertain, that it wholly lacks 
power while it lasts. It inherits the traditional prerogatives of 
the I reneh Executive, and they are very great. The powers of 
the President are the power’s of the ministers.^, His po_ryei’ to 
CMcut^mid administer the laws means, according to the imme- 
morial practice in France, thiit he may freely interpret them to 
meet circumsfcinces and cover cases which the legislature did not 
foresee or provide for. The laws are for the most part them- 
selves without detailed provisions. They give the officers of 
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state who are to execute them a principle by which to go rather^ 
than a body of minute instructions. He may not disregard the/ 
plain princijiles of the law, indeed, but he is not restrained by 
detail ; and in shaping administrative arrangements, instructing 
officials, and developing plans to meet the requirements of public 
business the executive authority exercised by the ministers 
through the President’s decrees is in most cases wholly free from 
the trammels of statute. The legality of administrative action, 
moreover, is tested, when challenged, not by the ordinary courts 
of law, in which private rights arc determined and guarded, but 
by special administrative tribunals in wliicli tlie utmost latitude 
of discretion on the part of officers of state is the principle chiefly 
respected and enforced. The Executive inherits a very absolute 
tradition of j3ower. 

The President’s power to ‘dispose of tlic armed force ’ of tlie nation has) 
hcen employed in sueli a way its almost to amount to a declaration of war/ 
in some of the aggressive colonial sehemes into which French ministries 
have allowed tliemselves to be drawn. There goes with the executive 
liower of apijointmcnt, loo, an absolute power of removal from office, and 
; all the vast official machinery of a centralized state is under the hands ot 
the ministers to use almost as they will. 

Departmental Functions. — Tlic miiin duties of most of the 
Departments tire sufficiently indiciited by tlieir names and illus- 
trate the range of function assumed by the gttvernment iji France 
more conspicuously than they illustrate tlie form anil spirit of 
her political institutions. A mirror of the jiolitical life of France 
is to be found in the organization of the jMinistry of the Interior, 
which is more largely concenied tlmn any other Department with 
the multifarious details of local government. 

LoCATj CIOVKKXJIENT. 

France still preserves the administrative divisions .created by 
the Constituent Assembly in December, 1789. Insjiead of the 
old system of ecclesiastical dioceses, military proyinees, and ad- 
mmistrative ‘ generalities ’ (page 143), with their complexities and 
varieties of political regulation and local privilege,- there is a 
system, above all thmgs simple and symmetrical, of Deimrtmenls 
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di vided . iiito Arrondissements , Arrondissements divided into Can- 
tons, and Cantons divided into Communes . Much the most signifi- 
cant of these divisions is the Department : whether for mUitary, 
judicial, ^ucational, or political administration, it is the impor- 
tant, the persistent unit of organization ; arrondissement, canton 
and commune are only divisions of the Department, — not fra c- 
tions of Prance, hut only_fractions_ _of._her Departments. The 
canton, indeed, is little more than an election district ; and the 
arrondissement is only a fifth wheel in the administration of 
the Department. The symmetry of local government is perfect 
throughout. Everywhere the central government superintends 
the local elective bodies ; and everywhere those bodies enjoy the 
same privileges and are hedged in by the same limitations of 
power. 

The several parts of the system of local government in 
Prance will thus be seen to rest, not upon any historical ground- 
work, creating each a vital whole, with traditions of local self- 
government handed down from an older time of freedom, but upon 
a bureaucratic groundwork of system. Prance, therefore, in ap- 
proaching confirmed democracy and complete self-government, is 
builduig, not upon a basis of old habit, fixed firmly in the stiff 
soil of want and prejudice, but upon a basis of new habit widely 
separated from old wont, depending upon the shifting soil of new 
developments of character, new aptitudes, new purposes. Her 
new ways run across, not with, the grain of her historical nature. 
Her self-government is a-making instead of resting upon some- 
thing already made. 

^ The Department : the Prefect. — The central figure of 
French administration is the Prefect, the legal successor of the 
Intendant (page 143). He is the agent of the central government 
in the Department. He is the recruiting officer of that district, 
its treasurer, its superintendent of schools,.* its chief of police, its 
executive officer in all undertakings of importance, and the ap- 
pointer of most of its subordinate officials. He fills a double 
capacity: he is the agent and appointee of the central govern- 
ment, and at the same time the agent of the local legislative 
authorities; He is at once member and overseer of the General 

* He appoints and disciplines the teachers. 
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Coiineil of his Department ; and he is necessarily, its agent, inas- 
mmjh as he commands, as representative of the authorities in 
Paris, all the instrumentalities through which its purposes must 
be effected. A minister can veto any act of aJPrefect, — for he 
is tte„representative of any minister who needs his executive aid 
in the Department, — but no minister can override him and act 
by his owii direct authority. Until he is dismissed the minister 
must act through him. 

When acting as the agent of the central authorities in carrying 
out the provisions of general statutes or of general administrative 
regulations the Prefect has, of course, no choice but to obey the 
orders he receives from the ministers in Paris. But when he 
acts in local matters, he may use his own discretion and can be 
bi'ought to book only by judicial process and upon complaint. 
It is of great consequence, therefore, that his powers in the 
field of local government are so many and so important. He 
prepares the budget of the Department not only but also all the 
other business upon which the General Council of the Department 
(pages 168, 169) is expected to act. His initiative determines the 
greater part of what that Council does ; and it can act only through 
him in getting its resolutions carried into effect. His police 
power extends beyond the organization and government of the 
police of the Department to the, at any rate, indirect control of 
the police organization and the police regulations of the Com- 
munes, many of which are great cities, with elective officers of 
their own (page 171). Every mayor’s liolice appointments must 
be confirmed by him, and he alone can remove police officials 
from office in the Commimes. ‘Police’ affairs, in France, more- 
over, cover not merely the preservation of order and the enforce- 
ment of the law, but also such important matters as those, for 
example, which concern the public health. In respect of some 
matters of local management, too, the Prefect can act by direct 
orders of his own, addressed to the officials of the Communes, as 
if to his own immediate subordinates. He can in his discretion 
suspend the mayor of a Commune from office for a month’s time ; 
he can suspend also the session of a communal council (page 173) 
for a like period. 

The Prefect may take part in the proceedings of the General 
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Coimcil of the Department at any time except when his accounts 
are being considered. 

Such is the legal position of the Prefect. His actual position 
is somewhat different. The politics of the Republic, one of 
whose tendencies has been to contribute by degrees to local self- 
government, is making the Prefect more and more largely the 
executive agent of the General Council of liis Department. He 
is appointed by the IMiuister of the Literior and is in law first of 
all and chiefly the representative of the Interior. Hut the other 
ministers also, as has been said, act through him in many things. 
He frequently owes his appointment to the favorable influence 
of the deputies and senators from his Department with the 
Minister of the Interior, and he is kept, by his i)ersoiuil relations 
with them, close to local influences. He is, consequently, not the 
autocrat he was under Napoleon. 

The General Council of the Department. — The legislative 
body of the Department is the General Council, wliicli is made 
up of representatives chosen, one from each canton, by universal 
suffrage. Except during a session of the Chambers, the Presi- 
dent of the llepuhlic may at any time dissolve the General Gouneil 
of a Department for cause. The election of representatives to the 
General Council, like the election of deputies, does not take place 
upon days set by statute, but on days set by decree of the Presi- 
dent. Councillors are elected for a term of six years, one-half of 
the membership of the Council being renewed every three years. 
In order that members of the General Council may be in fact 
representatives of at least a respectable number of the voters of 
the cantons, the law provides, as in the case of the election of 
Deputies (page 153), that no one shall he elected on a flrst ballot 
unless voted for on that ballot by an absolute majority in a poll 
of at least one-fourth of the registered voters. Attention having . 
been called to the election by the failure of a first ballot, a plu-' 
rality will suffice to elect on a second. In case of a tie, the older 
candidate is to be declared elected. 

The membership of the Council varies in the several Depart- 
ments, according to the number of cantons, from seventeen to 
sixty-seven. 

The Council of State is judge of the validity of elections to its 
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membership, and a seat may be contested on the initiative 
either of a member of the Council, the Prefect, or a constituent 
of the member whose rights are in question, or a defeated 
candidate. 

T here ar e two regular sessions of the General Council each 
year. The duration of botli is limited by law : for the iirst to 
hfteen days, for the second to one month. Extra sessions ofj 
eight days may be called by tlie President of the Eepublic or byf 
the Prefect at the written request of two-thirds of the inenibers| 
|If the Council in any ciise outsit its legal term, it may be dis- 
fsolved by the Prefect ; if it oversteq) its jurisdiction in any matter,! 
its acts may be annulled by a decree of the President. Jl embers 
are liable to penalties for non-attendance or neglect of duty. 

I They are, however, on the other hand, paid nothing for their 
services. 

Aj^the first regular session of the j-ear the Council considers. , 
general business; at the second and longer session it discussesj? 
the budget of the Department, presented .by ...the Prefect, and- 1 
audits the .accounts of the year. At either session it nia.v require I 
from the Prefect or any other chief of the departmental servicof i 
full oral or, if it choose, written replies to all questions it may- ; 
have to ask with reference to the administmtioii. 

The supervisoiy and regulative p<jwors of the Genei'al Council 
are of considerable imj)ortauce ; but its originating powers are 
of the most restricted kind. It Jias_the, right to appropriate 
certain moneys for the e.vpenses of lociil government, but it has 
not the right to tax for any purpose. The amount and the source 
of the money it is to use are determined by the Chambers in i 
Paris. Even such narrowed acts of ai)proj)riation as it can pass 
have to be confirmed by presidential decree. Its chief functions 
are directory, not originative. It sees to the renting and maui- 
tenance of the buildings needed for its own use, for the use of tlie 
Prefect and his subordinates, for the use of the public schools, 
and for the use of the local courts ; it votes the pay of the police 
(gendarmerie) of the Department ; ijrovides for the cost of print- 
ing the election lists ; supervises the administration of the roads, , 
railroads, and public works of the Department ; oversees the man- 
agement of huiatic asylums and the relief of the poor. Most 
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important of all, it apportions among tlie several arrondissements 
the direct taxes aanually voted by the Chambers. 

The Departmental Commission. — During the intervals 
between its sessions, the General Council is represented in local 
administration by a committee of its own members called the 
Dspartmental Conunisaion, which it elects to counsel and over- 
see the Prefect. The powein of this Commission, however, are 
merely advisory. 

Central Control. — The most noticeable feature of this 
system is the tutelage in which local bodies and the individual 
citizen himself are kept. Fines compel the members of the Gen- 
eral Council to do their work, and then every step of that work 
is liable to be revised by the central administration. Irregulari- 
ties in the election of a member may be brought to the attention 
of the General Council by the Prefect, as well as by its own 
members or by petition from the constituency affected. If the 
Council overstep the limits of its powers, it is checked by decree 
of the President, and not by such a: challenging of its acts in the 
courts by the persons affected as, in English or American prac- 
tice, strengthens liberty by making the individual alert to assert 
the law on his own behalf, instead of trusting inertly to the gov- 
ernment to keep all things in order. Even expression of opinion 
on the part of the General Council is restricted. It may express 
its views on any matter affecting local or general interests, ‘ if 
only it never express a wish which has a political character.’ 

The Arrondissement is the electoral district for tlie Cham- 
ber of Deputies, the members of the Chamber of Deputies being 
elected, as we have seen, not ‘at large,’ for the whole Depart- 
ment, but by Arrondissements, — not by scrutin de Uste, that is, 
but by scriitin cV arrondissement (page 152). It also serves as a 
judicial district and as the proyince of an arfbndissemental 
Council. Its chief administrative officer is a Sub-Prefect. The 
Council of the Arrondissement {conseil arrondissement'), elected 
from the Cantons, like the General Council of the Department) 
has no more important function than that of subdividing among 
the communes the quota of taxes charged to the Arrondissement 
by the General Council. For the rest, it merely gives advice to 
administrative officers appointed by the ministers in Paris. Its 
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decisions are largely controlled by .tlic Pr°f°"t, mny Im an [ 
nulled by the President of the liepublie. 

The .Canton is the electoral district from which members 
are chosen to the General Council and the Council of the Arron- 
dissemeiitY rF marks fire jurisdiction of the Jnsti(;e of the Peace ; 
it is a muster district for the army, and serves as a territorial unit 
of organization for registration :ind for the departmental care oi' 
roads ; but 'it has no administrative organization of its own. It 
is a mere region of convenient size for elecitoral and like purjioses. 

The Commune, imlike the Arrondissemont and Canton, is 
as vital an organism as the Department. All towns are Com- 
munes; but there is, of course, a much larger number of rural 
than of town Communes. 

There are 3(i,220 Couimuiies, most of which have less than 
1500 inhabitants and many of which have less than 500. One 
hundred and seventeen have more than 20,000. Every city'"bf 
France, except Paris iuid Lyons, is organized as a Commime. 

Paris has its special form of administration, which differs from 
that of all the other cities of France. It has no mayor, but its 
chief administrative officials are two Prefects — one, the Prefect 
of the Department of the Seine, which embraces Paris and the 
immediate environs, Avho exercises all the functions of a mayor 
except those relating to police. ; the other, the Prefect of police. 
The, Municipal Council is composed of eighty members, four from 
each of the twenty Arrondi.ssemcnts into which the city is 
divided. Each Arrondissement has its own mayor, who is aj>- 
pointed by the central government. 

The general rule of French administration is centralization, the 
direct representation of the central authority, through appointee! 
officers, in every grade of local government, and the ultimate 
dependence of all bodies and officers upon the ministers in Paris. 
In one particular this rule is dejiarted from in the Commune. 
The chief executive officer of the Commune, the mayor, is elected, 
not appointed. He is chosen by the Municipal Council from 
among its own members and is given one or more assistants 
elected in the same way. 

Down to 1874 the mayors of the more populous Communes 
were appointed by the authorities in Paris, the mayors of the 
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smaller Communes by the Prefects. Between 1831 and 1852 the 
choice of the appointing power was confined to the members of 
the Municipal Councils ; between 1853 and 1874 the choice might 
be made outside those bodies. Prom 1874 to 1882 the smaller 
Communes elected their mayors, indirectly as now. Since 1882 
all mayors have been elected. 

The Communal Magistracy. — The mayor and his assist- 
ants do not constitute an executive hoard : the maj'^or’s assistants 
are not his colleagues. He is head of the communal government : 
they have their duties assigned to them by him. The mayor is 

( responsible to the central administration and its departmental 
representative, the Prefect. Once elected, he becomes the repre- 
sentative of the Minister of the Interior. If he will not do the 
things which the laws demand of him in this capacity, the Prefect 
may delegate some one else to do tliem, or even do them himself 
instead. For cause, both the mayor and his assistants may be 
suspended, by the Prefect for one month, by the Minister of the 
Interior for three months, and all their acts are liable to be set 
aside either by Prefect or Minister. T^ey may even be removed 
byj;he Executive. 

In case of a removal it is the duty of the Municii)al Council to 
fill the vacancies, and to fill them with other men ; for removal 
renders the mayor or his assistants ineligible for one year. 

One of the duties of the mayor is to appoint the police force and 
ot her s ubordinate officers of the Commune ; but in Communes of 
over_f 9 rty thousand inhabitants the mayor’s composition of the 
police force must be ratified by decree of the President, and in 
other Communes all his appointments must be confirmed by the 
Prefect. 

The Municipal Council. — There is in every Commune a 
Municipal Council (of from ten to thirty-six members, according 
to the size of the Commune) which has, besides its privilege of 
electing the mayor and his assistants, pretty much the same place 
, inThe government of the Commune that the Geneial Council has 
in the government of the Department j and, in the main, a like 
dependence upon the approval of the central administration. 
Unlike the General Council, the Municipal Council is liable to 
be suspended for one month by the Prefect ; like the General 
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Council, it may be dissolved by decree of the President. passed 
in the Council of Ministers. It holds four regular sessions each 
year, one of which it devotes to the consideration of the munici- 
pal budget, which is presented by the mayor. Its financial ses- 
sion may continue six weeks ; none of its other sessions may last 
more than fourteen days. The mayor acts as its president, ex- 
cept when his own accounts are under consideration. 

Neither the Municipal Council nor the Council of the Arrouh 
dissement is judge of the validity of the elections of its niembersJ 
Contested election cases are heard by the Prefectural Council. 

Until 1831 the Municipal Council was chosen by the Prefect 
from <a list of (qualified persons made up in tlie Commune, lle- 
tweeu 1831 and 1848 its ineiubers were elected by a restricted 
suffrage. Since 1848 they have been elected by universal suffrage. 

In case of a dissolution of tlie Municipal Council, its place may 
be taken, for the oversight of current necessary matters, by a 
delegation of from three to seven members apiJointed by the Presi- 
dent of the Kepublic to act till another election can be had. This 
I delegation cannot, however, take upon itself more than the merely 
j directory powers of the Council. 

Administrative Courts; the Council of State. — So thorough 
is the difl'erentiation of fiuietions in Kraiicc that actions at law 
arising out of the conduct of administiation are instituted, not in 
the regular law courts connected with the Ministry of Justice, 
but in special administrative courts coiniected with the Ministry 
of the Interior. French thought, inherited from days of un- 
bounded royal prerogative, makes sharp separation between 
Public Law, whie.h concierns the action of the government, and 
Private Law, which concerns the relations of individuals to one 
another. The ordinary courts will determine the rights of an 
individual wlieiUthey concern the action of another individual ; 
but the special (lourts of the adiniiiistration must determine the 
questions involved in any challenge of official action, — in any 
challenge of the public p)ower. (Gomp. page 166.) The highest 
of these courts is the Council of State, which is composed of the 
ministers, and of various high administrative officers of the per- 
manent service. It is the court of last resort on administrative 
questions. It is also charged with the duty of giving advice to 
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the Chambers or to the government on all questions. afEecting ad- 
mmlitration that may be referred to it. 

The Prefectural CounoiL — Below the Council of State 
are the Prefectural Council, a Court of Eevision, a Superior 
Council of Public Instruction, and a Court of Audit. These are 
not subordinate to each other : each is directly subordinate to the 
Ccmneil of State. The_Prefectural Council is directly associated 
with the Prefect and is the. most important of them. It has, 
amongst other weighty functions, that of determiijmg the validity 
of elections to the Council of tlie Arroiidissemeut and to the 
Municipal Council, h'or the rest, it has jurisdiction over all ad- 
ministrative questions, and over all conflicts between administra- • 
tive authority and jirivate rights. Its processes of trial and 
adjudication are briefer and less expensive than those of the 
ordinary law courts. In almost all cases an appeal lies to the 
Council of State. 

The Prefect is the legal representative of the government in cases 
brought before the Prefectural Council ; but that court is not at all under 
bis dominance. It is composed of perinaueiit judges, one of whom, at 
least, is usually of lung administrative experience. Its members are 
appointed, and, for cause, are removable, by the central administration. 

The Ad.mini.stkation of Justice. 

Ordinary Courts of Justice. — The supreme court of France 
is the Cassation Court (the Court, that is, of reversals or appeals) 
which sits at Paris. Next lielow it in rank are twenty-six Courts 
of Appeal, the jurisdiction of each of which extends over several 
Departments. These hear cases brought up from the courts of 
first instance which sit in the capital towns of the arrondisse- 
ments. These last consider cases from the Justices of the Peace, 
who hold court for the adjudication of small cases in the cantons. 
By decree of the President, passed in the Council of Ministers, 
the Senate may he constituted a special court for the considera- 
tion of questions seeming to involve the safety of the state ; and 
such questions may he removed by the same authority from the 
ordinary courts. 

1 The appointment of all judges rests with the President, or, 
f rather, with the Minister of Justice ; and the tenure of the 
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judicial office^ except in the ease of Justices of the Peace, is 
during good behavior. In the ease of justices of %e„!]^ao^ 
the President has power to remove. 

Jury Courts. — In France, the ordinary civil courts are 
without juries ; the judges decide all questions of fact as well 
as all questions of law. There are, however, s pecia,! jury courts 
{cours d’assises) constituted four times a year in each Department 
for the trial of crimes, and of political and press offences ; and 
iif these the jury is sole judge of the guilt or innocence of the 
accused ; the judges determine the punishment. 

Tribunal of Conflicts. — lietwocn the two sets of courts, 
the administrative and the ordiiiarj', there stands a Tribunal of 
Conflicts, whose province it is to determine to which jurisdiction, 
the ^'mmistrative or the ordinary, any case belongs whose proper 
destihafibh, or forum, is in dispute. This Tribunal consists of the 
Minister' of Justice as president, of three State Councillors 
chosen by their colleagues, and of three members of the Cassation 
Court selected, in like manner, by their fellow-judges, besides 
two members chosen by those already mentioned. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

I. Central Government. 

Origin of the English Constitntion. — The history of gov- 
ernment in England begins with the primitive politics of the 
Teutonic races. Those great race movements of the fifth cen- 
tury which put the Frank into the Roman’s place in Gaul put 
the Angles and Saxons in the place of the Roman in Britain. 
The first Teutons who made a permanent settlement in Britain 
(a.d. 449) did not find the Roman there; the imperial legions 
liad been withdrawn from the island almost forty years before 
(a.d. 410) to serve the Empire in her contest with invading 
hosts nearer home. But the new-comers from the lowlands 
about the Elbe and the IVeser found there many splendid and 
impressive monuments of the civilization which everywhere 
kept company with Roman dominion. What effect these evi- 
dences of the displaced system of Rome may have had upon 
the rough seamen who made the new conquest, or how much of 
Roman influence may have remained with the people of Britain 
to be handed on, in faint reproduction, to future masters of the 
island, it is impossible to say. Certainly, however, there was 
nothing of Rome’s handiwork in the forms of government which 
the Teutons established at the basis of English polities. Those 
forms were their own. They were reproductions, as nearly as the 
conditions of conquest would permit, of the institutions which 
the Romans had seen in use among their redoubtable foes beyond 
the Rhine before ever the Empire had suffered serious inroad. 

Primitive Teutonic Institutions. — These institutions had 
none of the national character which they were in the course of 
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time to acquire. They illustrated the well-known historical se- 
quence, in which local tribal government always precedes central 
national government. Men governed themselves as families and 
, small communities before they were governed as nations. For 
the Germans of that early time the village was the centre of 
political life ; national organization they at first scarcely knew 
except for purposes of war ; kingship among them was honorary 
and typical rather than real. The freemen of each little com- 
munity in times of peace directed their own affairs with quite 
absolute freedom in village meeting. Even in war each freeman 
had a vote in the distribution of booty and could set his own im- 
perative individuality as a more or less effectual cheek upon the 
wilfulness of his commander (pages 94-98). A very fierce 
democratic temper seems to have ruled in the politics of that 
rough primitive time. And it is not at all likely that this temper 
was a whit abated among the hardy pirates, as tempestuous as 
the northern waters which they braved, who founded new tribal 
kingdoms in Britain in the fifth century. 

Institutional Changes effected by Conquest. — Concerted, 
organized movements tor conquest did the same thing for the 
Angles and Saxons that they did for the Franks (page 102) : 
they made real kingship necessary as an abiding basis for national 
organization. The military leader was of necessity constituted 
permanent king, the same cohesion being needed to follow up 
and enjoy conquest that had been needed to effect it. But the 
new kingdoms were at first quite small, — small as the island 
was, it held many such, — and the internal organization of the 
tribes was probably not deeply affected by the fact that a throne 
had been set up. The people gathered, as was their long-time 
wont, into more or less compact but always small communities, 
round about the homesteads and villages the Homans had built; 
enjoying their lands according to some system of ownership 
which left the chief pastures and the principal water supply 
open to use by all and reserved only the arable land to separate 
use by individuals. Justice and government still j)i‘oceeded, as 
of old, at first hand, from the meeting of village freemen. 

The Hundred-moot and the Folk-moot. — But there was, 
besides, a wider organization, possessing features which possiblj 
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had not been quite so fully and symmetrically developed and 
integrated in earlier practice. Communities were combined into 
‘hundreds,’ and it was a combination of ‘hundreds,’ doubtless, 
that constituted the little kingdoms of the first periods of Saxon 
dominion, — some of which at any rate became the ‘ shires ’ or 
counties of the later times when all England was united, under 
one rule. The ‘hundred,’ like the smaller units of the system, 
the several villages or communities, had its ‘moot’ or meeting, 
composed of the priest, the reeve, and four men from each 
township within its limits. Tlie principal functions of this 
hundred-moot were those of a court; for the hundred was dis- 
tinctively a judicial rather than an administrative district. Above 
the hundred-moot, at the top of the primitive system, was the 
general folk-moot, a general assembly of the freemen, playing 
the same part as tribal or national council that Tacitus had 
seen similar assemblies play in Germany in the first century. 

English Kingdom and English County. — When the Eng- 
lish kingdoms were many, each, probably, had its general council, 
which sat under the presidency of the king, and which advised 
with him concerning the common interests with some at least of 
the old authoritativeness rvliieh its conclusions had possessed be- 
fore the new kingship had been created. When England had 
been made a single kingdom, in the later days when the Norman 
conquest was drawing near, these divisions of the laud, these 
kingdoms which had once had independent political life, sank to 
the role of counties, and their folk-moot, s, which had once been 
national assemblies, became mere shire-moots, mere county courts, 
presided over by the sheriff as rex>reseutative of the king, the 
bishop as representative of mother Church, and the ealdorman as 
representative of the tribe, and composed of the landowners of 
the shire, the reeve, priest, and four men from each township, 
twelve representatives from each hundred, and all officials. 

The Witenagemot. — National authority, meantime, had 
passed, so far as it had passed to any assembly, to an assembly of 
another kind, to a great council called the Witenagemot, or Assem- 
bly of the Wise. AVe have no certain knowledge of the exact 
character of this famous national Imdy; but we are probably 
warranted in concluding that it was formed more or less closely 
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upon the model of the assemblies which it had supplanted. The 
national councils of the smaller kingdoms of the earlier time, 
which had now shrunk into mere shire courts, handed on their 
functions of general counsel, and in theory also, it may be, their 
organization, to the Wilenagemot. Possibly it was within the 
right of every freeman to attend and vote in this great meeting 
of the nation ; but as a matter of fact, its membership was limited, 
apparently from the first, to the chief men of the shires and of 
the royal household. To it came the sheriffs, the ealdormen, the 
bishops, and the chief officers and thegns about the king’s person. 
When the king wished a veritable national council he would 
sometimes summon the moots of all the shires to meet him in 
grand Mycel-rjemdt at some central point in the kingdom and de- 
clare their assent to his laws. This he did to spare himself the 
trouble of taking his laws to each shire moot in turn, as it had 
once been the king’s custom to do. 

Powers of the Witenagemot. — 'I'he powers of the Witm- 
agimot were very great indeed, — in theory always, perhaps at 
first in practice also. To it belonged the old popular 2)rerogative 
of electing, or upon occasion dejrosing, the king. It gave or with- 
held its consent to grants of the public land. It was the suj)reme 
court of the kingdom, for both civil and criminal cases. It 
shared with the king the lawmaking and ai)pointing 2)ower, and 
joined him in the imiiositiou of taxes. As the king grew in ijowcr 
and influence, the cooperation of the Witenagemot in judgment 
and legislation became more and more a matter of form only ; 
but always there were two or three yearly meetings of the body, 
and its action, though in most things meicly formal and ijerfiinc- 
tory, was yet a necessary and, symbolically, a valuable form, 
preserving, as it did, the memory, if no more, of the nation’s 
freedom. 

The Norman Feudalization — ‘WTth the Norman conquest 
came profound changes in the government of England. The chief 
officers of the shire became royal officers merely, the ecclesiasti- 
cal authority being set apart to itself, and the ealdorman being 
shut out from all administrative functions. The land ^Villiam 
confiscated in vast quantities, in the ruthless thoroughness of his 
conquest, because of the stubborn resistance of its English own- 
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ers, and granted away in new estates to Normans or to submis- 
sive Englishmen, to be held in feudal subjection to hiftiself. 
The feudal system, so familiar to the historian of the Continent, 
with its separated baronial jurisdictions and its personal depend- 
encies of vassal upon lord and of lord upon overlord, was per- 
fected in England also. Township courts in most places gave 
way to baronial courts ; hundred-moots lost their one-time impor- 
tance ; and all judicial *power that did not pass into the hands of 
feudal lords tended to pass to the court of the sheriff, the king’s 
lieutenant in the shire. Still William kept the barons under ; he 
did not suffer their power to become threatening to his own, but 
kept them always dependent upon himself for the continued exer- 
cise of their privileges. 

The Great Council of the Norman Kings. — More impor- 
tant still, he preserved, with modifications to suit his change of 
system, the national assembly of the Saxon polity. He claimed 
to come to the throne by natural right and legal succession, not 
by conquest, and ho sought to continue, so far as might be, the 
constitution under which he claimed succession. He sought and 
obtained formal election to the throne, as nearly as possible in 
accordance with the ancient forms; and, his throne secure, he 
endeavored to rule within the sanction of ancient custom. He 
maintained the Witenagemot. But its character greatly changed 
under his hands. Revolt hardened his rule, to the exclusion 
of the old national element from the central assembly of the 
realm. As the new organization of the country assumed a feu- 
dal character of the Norman type, that new character became 
mirrored in the composition of the royal council. The Mycel- 
gemdt merged in the Great Council (magnum or commune con- 
ciliiim') of the king’s tenants-in-chief. To it came at first, besides 
the earls, the barons, and the knights, who either in fact or in 
feudal theory held their lands of the king, the archbishops also, 
the bishops, and the abbots; subsequently, however, even these 
ecclesiastical members were admitted only as barons, as holding 
land of the king and so members of the feudal hierarchy. In 
theory, it would seem, every landowner was entitled to claim a 
seat in this Council ; it was meant to hold the place of a national 
assembly which could speak for the governing classes; but in 
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fact only the greater barons and churchmen as a rule attended, 
and ‘ tenure by barony ’ became at length the only valid title to 
membership. The development of the Great Council of the 
Norman kings is the central subject of early English constitu- 
tional history ; for from it may be said to have sprung the whole 
effective organization of the present government of England. Out 
of it, directly or indirectly, by one process or another, have been 
evolved Parliament, the Cabinet, and the courts of law. 

The Feudal Syetem in England. — England was nut feudalized 
by the Normans. Feudalization had grown there under Saxon and Dane 
as elsewhere under Frank and Goth. Society in England, as on the 
Continent, had divided into ranks of nobles, freemen, and slaves bound 
together by personal fealty and tlie principles of land ownership. What 
the Norman did was to give new directions to the indigenous growth of 
feudalism. The system iiad not gone to such lengths of disintegration 
in England as it afterwards went on tlie Continent, and William the 
Conqueror’s first care when compacting his power in the island was to 
suboixlinate all feudal elements permanently to the Crown. He saw to 
it, by the unhesitating use of his great power, that no baron should be 
able to cope with the king without wide combination with other barons, 
such as watcliful kings could probably always prevent; and he dulled 
the edge of hostile feeling by giving to the greater barons of the kingdom 
a function of weight in the management of affairs by bringing them into 
peaceful and legitimate combination in the Great Council, which he called 
together three times every year', and whose advice he never refused at 
least to hear. Tlie Council retained, formally at any rate, tlie right to 
choose the king, and all laws were declared to be enacted by and with its 
advice and consent. 

Character of English Institutional Growth. — It has been 
noted as a leading characteristic of the constitutional history of 
England that her jpolitical institutions liave been incessantly in 
process of development, a singular continuity marking the whole 
of the transition from her most ancient to her present forms of 
government. It is not a history of breaks or of new establish- 
ments, or of successive new creations of instrumentalities of 
legislation and administration: all the way through it is a his- 
tory of almost insensible change, of slow modification, and of 
unforced, almost of unconscious, development. Very great con- 
trasts appear between the character of her government in one 
age and its character in another age distant one or more cen 
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tuiies from the first; but it is very difficult to perceive any 
alteration at all when comparison is made from generation to 
generation. Almost no changes can be given exact dates : each 
took place ‘ about ’ such and snch a year, or in this or that long 

I reign. The whole process, therefore, is one which may be out- 
lined in brief epitome : its stages ai‘e long, its features large, its 
details unessential to clearness. 

The Course of Development. — In briefest summary the 
facts are these : t he Great (or Nationn.1) nonneil itse lf becajne.tlie 
Parliiiinent of the rea lm ; tl mse of its mem bers, as originally con- 
stituted, wh o were st ale offi cer s and chief officials of the _cmirt 
b ecame _a,_DemLanent^oyal Coimcil, out oF whiichTlii course of 
time grew the mo re modern Privy Council and at lenirth the f!a h- 
inet; and whose me mbers of the Term anent Council whose duties 
we re financial and pidicial gradnallyTTrelTSpaiE Sa^^ rest fo r 
the exercise o fAlmir-Jiiuctions. their work being finally divided 
among them according to its nature, and the several bodies into 
which they thus fell apart becoming, in the end, the courts of 
Exchequer, of Chancery, and of common law. 

The Permanent Council. — T he body of state and cop rt 
office rs whomJd mJduaL kept always about him as his ‘ Ordina ry ’ 
or Permanen t Coun cil were originally all of them meinbers of the 
Gr eat Council anil seem at first to have n.ef ^ pg- o. nf “ pgi in. 
niittee, or iuii cr circleT^^TIhat CTCUfer boilj^ Tlie Clreaf Council 
met but tln;ce_tiio£a-Ln the ‘yea r ; its orgahf^ti on was not per ma- 
nentj_i^ nifimhejahip_.Y.ariedj both nuineiically and ]3prsonn.1 1y. 

I l>’mn_year_tQ.^-.eai:. The officers of the permanent service, on the 
other hand, wei'e always within easy reach of consultation; they 
were in a certain sense pickecL nien out of th e Jarger b ody of th e 
nationaI_^nicil ; it was natural tliat they should be consulted 
by the _k ing__and,.tliaL-their advice, given in tlmir pnlle ptivo en- 
pacity_a^ a mnallei^ cgnncil , .shonld carr y with i t the w eidit of 
their conneetipn. with, thej nore^thori tati ye "Grea t Cou ncil. As 
a matter oTTact at any rate, they acquired powers almost coinci- 
dent with those of the national body itself. Their powers came, 
indeed, to possess an importance superior even to those of the 
more august assembly, being exercised as they were, not inter- 
mittently or occasionally, but continuously ; not with a mere out- 
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side acquaintfince with the posture of affairs, but with an, inside 
intimacy of knowledge. 

Composition of Permanent Council. — Under the JTor - 
man kings the membcr s lii]) of tlie roriii!i,nent Council c onsisted, 
usually, of the two archbishojis (of Canterbury and of York), the 
Justiciar, the 'treasurer, the^Chaiiccllor, the Steward, the Mar- 
shall, the Chamberlain, and the Butler, with the occasional addi- 
tion of other officials, such as the k ing’s Sergeant, and of su ch 
bisha]' >s and baron s as the so vereign saw fit from-time to.tiuieJio 
siimmnn. There was, however, miTixed Tule^ as to its composition. 
Possibly every baron, as a member of the Great Council, could, if 
he had so chosen, have attended the sittings of this section of the 
Great Council also, Avhich, while the Great Council was not in 
session, masqueraded as its deputy and proxy. Practically, it 
would seem always, as a rule, to have lain within the king’s 
choice to constitute it how he would. 

The Powers of the Permanent Council were enormous : 
were as large as those of the king himself, who constituted it 
his administrativ e, judicial, and legislative a gent. Its “work 
w as to counse l and~assist the king i n the ex ecution of ever y 
p ower ot the crown winch was not exercised thmngh the m a- 
ch inery oT the (ioilliiiuii hnv ” auTf “the ki^ could do nearly 
every act in ms I'ermauent Council of great men which he could 
perform- when surrounded by a larger number of his nobles ; 
except impose taxes on those nobles themsel ves.” But the Per- 
manent Council very early ceased to act as a whole in the dis- 
charge of all its functions alike. Itself a committee, it presently, 
in its turn, began to split up into committees. 

The Law Courts. — Men sp eci-ally len.rnpd in the 1.1.W were 
brought into its nici nbcr .ship. the later kings not hi:sitating, when 
the needs of tlic service dciuandedUto introduce commoners,/ 
as the Council drifted away from even its nominal connection with! 
the Great Council ; and to these the financi.al and judicial funcy 
tions of the Crown were more and more exclusively entrusted! 
(Compare page 141.) It was not long before (a) a separate Court 
of Exchequer, which was at first charged principally with the 

1 Stubbs, Conatitational History of Enyland, Vol. III., p. 252. 

* A. V. Dicey, ZVie Privy Council, p. ii. 
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audit of finance accounts, had been permanently assigned its 
special ‘barons’ as Justices, and had acquired jurisdiction over 
all cases in which the king was directly concerned ; (6) another 
special bench of judges received, as a Court of Common Pleas, 
jurisdiction over all civil cases between subject and subject; (c) 
still another came to figure as a supreme court, or Court of King^s 
Bench, which always accompanied the sovereign wherever he 
went, which was in theory presided over by the king himself, and 
which was empowered to supervise local justice and itself control 
all cases not specially set apart for the hearing of other courts ; and 
(d) the Chancellor, who had once been merely president, in the 
king’s absence, of the Permanent Council when it heard appeals 
in its judicial capacity, absorbed to himself, in his Court of 
Chancery, the whole of that so-called ‘ equitable ’ function of the 
Crown by virtue of -which the king granted relief to suitors for 
Avhose cases the common law provided no adequate process. The 
Chancellorship was thus jmt in the way of attaining to its later- 
day partial ascendency over the ‘courts of law.’ This process of 
the differentiation and development of the courts began in the early 
years of the twelfth century and may be said to have been com- 
pleted by the middle of the fourteenth. 

Parliament — Meantime tlie national body, the Great 
Council, from which the Permanent Council and courts had been 
derived, had had its own expansions and changes of form and had 
taken on a new character of the utmost significance. Not greatly 
altered in its composition during the century -which followed the 
N onnj in conquest, the Great Council was pr ofoundly affected by 
.?^'tcome Cliarta” (7f57 1215) and the momentou,“ 

constitutional struggles, whidj^ ollow ed it. It was then that the 
principle pi rejiresentation -vto first intro duce d^ into, tli£ .noiistiili- 
lisn of Parliament and tfia^_cqiii mone rs.^s.,well as nobles jiig re 
given seats in the national as^nAly. The archbishops, bishops, 
and abbots attended as of course, as always before, and the earls 
and greater barons held themselves ecpially entitled to be sum- 
moned always by special personal summons ; but the lesser barons, 
who formerly had been called to the Council, not by personal 
summons, but only by a general summons addressed to them, 
along with all tenants-in-chief, through the sheriffs of the counties, 
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had given over attending because of the expense and inconven- 
ience of the privilege, and were accordingly no longer called. 
Their place was filled by representation. Writs addressed to the 
sheriffs commanded the election of representatives of the lower 
clergy and, more important still, of representatives (knights) of 
the shires and (burgesses) of the towns. The Parliament which 
Edward I. suinmonej in 1295 contained all these elements and es- 
t^ilsliecl tlie”type for the composition of all fuhire Parliaments. 

In the fourteenth clause of Magna Charba .lohn was made to 
promise that, besides .suniinoning the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, 
and greater barons severaliy, by special personal letters, he wonlil sum- 
mon all lesser barons also by a general summons, througli the sheriffs and 
'bailiffs. But this general summons failed of the desired effect. 

l{epre.sentatives from tlie towns were summoned first in 12C5 by 
Earl Simon of Montfort, wlio knew that he could count upon the support j 
of the commons of England in his conte.st with the king, Henry HI., ainv 
who called burgesses to the Parliament which he constituted during tlie 
brief period of his supremacy in order to give open proof of that support. 
Edward I. followed Montfort’s example in 1206, not because he was de- 
liberately minded to form a truly representative assembly as a wise step 
in constitutional development, but because he wanted money and knew 
that taxes would be most readily paid if voted by an assembly represent, 
ing ail classes. 

Representatives from the shires (knights) had often been called 
to Parliament before 1205. Step by step, first one element of the nation 
and then another liad been introduced into Parliament: first the les.sri 
barons, by general summons, — only, however, to drop out again, — tlini 
the gentry of the .shires by election in tlic counties, finally the burgliers 
of the tmvns by similar election in county court. 

v/Genesis of the Two Houses. — Such a body as the Parliar 
ment summoned by Edward was, however, too conglomerate, too 
little homogeneous to hold together, ft did not long act as a single 
assembly ; but presently fell apart into two ‘ ho_uses.’ Had the 
lower clergy'confuined to claim representation, there might and 
probably would have been three houses instead of two. But, 
instead of setting up a separate house in the civil Parliament, the 
clergy drew apart for the creation of an entirely distinct body, 
which, under the name of ‘Convocation,’ was to constitute a 
sepaiate ecclesiastical parliament, devoting itself exclusively to 
the government of the Church. Their share in the management 
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of temporal affairs they left altogether to the ‘ spiritual lords,’ the 
few greater magnates of the Church who retained their places in 
the national council, and to such lay representatives as the clergy 
could assist in electing to the lower house. 

There were left, therefore, in Parliament two main 
elements, lords and commoners. The lords, to -whom the arch- 
bishops, bishops, and abbots adhered by immemorial wont, formed 
a house to themselves, the House of Lords. .The commoners 
from the towns, who w'ere soon joined by the middle order of 
gentry, the knights of the shires, who were neither great lords 
summoned by personal summons nor yet commoners, formed the 
other house, the House of Commons. These changes also were 
completed by the middle of the fourteenth century. Parliament 
was by that time, outwardly, just what it is now. 

The Privy Council. — The Great Council and its direct 
heir. Parliament, wore not a little jealous of the enormous powers 
wielded by the preferred counsellors of the king whom he main- 
tained in permanent relations of confidence wdth himself, and 
through whom he suffered to be exercised some of the greatest 
of the royal prerogatives. Especially did the arrangement seem 
obnoxious 'when the vitality of the Permanent Council passed 
to a still smaller ‘Privy’ Council. This body was to the Per- 
manent Council w'hat the Permanent Council had been to the 
Great Council. It was still another “ inner circle.” It emerged 
during the reign of Henry VI. (1422-1461). The Permanent 
Council had become too large and umvieldy for the continuance 
of its intimate relations with the sovereign ; it could no longer 
be used as a wdiole for purposes of private advice and resolution ; 
and the king separated from tlie ‘ ordinary ’ councillors certain 
selected men whom he constituted his Privy Council, binding 
them to himself by special oaths of fidelity and secrecy. Prom 
tliat moment the Permanent Council was virtually superseded, and 
the Privy Council became the chief administrative and govern- 
ing body of the realm. 

The Privy Council assumes Judicial Powers. — Many of 
the judicial prerogatives which really belonged to the king when 
sitting in his Great Council, or Parliament, had been claimed for 
the king’s Permanent Council: hence the distinct law courts 
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whioii were developed from its midst (sec, 847) ; and the same 
rights of exercising tlie powers of a court which had been 
assumed by the Permanent Council were in the later time arro- 
gated to itself by the Permanent Council’s proxy, the Privy 
Council. Out of it came, in course of time, the well-remembered 
Council of the North, the hated Star Chamber, and the odious 
High Commission Court, which were not abolished until 1G41, 
when that great revolution had fairly sot in, which was to crush 
arbitrary executive power forever in England, and to usher in the 
complete supremacy of Parliament. 

y/brigin of the Cabinet. — jMeaii while, long before the parlia- 
mentary wars had come to a head, the same causes that had 
produced the Permanent and Privy Councils had again asserted 
their strength and ijroduced the Oahinet, still a third “ inner 
circle,” this time of the Privy Council ; a small body selected for 
special confidence by the king from the general body of his 
couns€'llors, and meeting him, not in the larger council chamber, 
but in g, ‘cabinet,’ or smaller room, apart. The Privy Council 
had, in its turn, becoiTie “t06 large for despatch and secrecy. 
The rank of Privy Councillor was often bestowed as an honoraiy 
distinction on persons to whom nothing was confided, and whose 
opinion was never asked. The Sovereign, on the most important 
occasions, resorted for advice to a small knot of leading ministers. 
The advantages and disadvantages of this course were early 
pointed out by JJacon, Avith his usual judgment and sagacity ; but 
it was not till after the Restoration that the interior Council 
began to attract general notice. During many years old-fashioned 
politicians continued to regard the Cabinet as an unconstitutional 
and dangerous board. Nevertheless, it constantly became more 
and more important. It at length drew to itself the chief execu- 
tive poAver, and has noAvbeen regarded during several generations' 
as an essential part of our jmlity. Yet, strange to say, it stilll 
continues to be altogether unknoAvn to the laAV. The names of 
the noblemen and gentlemen avIio compose it are never officially 
announced to the public ; no record is kept of its meetings and 
resolutions; nor has its existence ever been recognized by any 
A.ct of Parliament.” ' 

1 Maoaul.ay, Ilistorij of Emjland, Vol, I., pp. 107, 198 (Harper’s eil., 1849). 
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jyThe Development of the Cabinet. — The Cabinet first come* 
Idist^Mtly into public view as a preferred candidate for the highest 
I executive place in the reign of Charles II. It is now the central 
body of the English Constitution. The steps by which it ap- 
^proached its present position are thus summarized by a distin- 
guished English writer : — 

“(1) First we find the Cabinet appearing in the shape of a 
small, informal, i rregul ar Camarilla^ selected at the pleasure of 
the Sovereign from the largeiTbody of the Privy Council, con- 
sulted by and privately advising the Crown, but with no power 
jto take any resolutions of State, or perform any act of government 
J^thout the assent of the Privy Council, and not as yet even 


Jantenor to the reig i of Charles 


(2) Then succeeds a second period, during whidi this Cojm - 
f ^of nbta"'° title pf Cabinet, but without 

aco Hiri ng any recognized g tatus, or pennaneiitlr/ displacing the 
Privy Council from its position of de facto as well as de jure the 
only authoritative body of advisers of the Crown. ^(Reign of 
Charles I. and Charles II., the latter of whom governed during 
a part of his reign by means of a Cabinet, and towards its close 
'' through a ‘ reconstructed ’ Privy Council.) 

4_tlikd ueri od, commencing with the_jQimaJiinn_-bji 
rf*^ ^lliam III.” of a n iinistry representing, n ot jev eral j iarties, 
as of ten Jjefore, but the part y predominant in the st ate, “the 
^rst ,jnuustj:y__ approaching t he modern t ype. The Cabinet, 
though still reniainmg, as "it" remains to this day, unknown to 
the Constitution,” had “now become de facto, though not de jure, 
t^ real and sole supreme consultative council and executive au- 
^ffimity in the State.” It was “ still, however, regarded with 
ymalousy, and the full I'ealization of the modern theory of ininis- 
|/^rial responsibility, by the admission of its members to a seat in 
■, Parliament,” was “ only by degrees effected. 

“ (4) Finally, towards the close of the eighteenth century, the 
political conception of the Cabinet as a body, — n ecessarily con- 
sisting (^) of_niember^qf_the L^islature (b) 5 ^_tlifi_aama_pQliti- 
cal views, and chosen from the p arty possessing n majority: in 
the House of Commons ; (c) prosecutiug a concerteif pn1ic.y ; (cfl 
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under a common responsilnlity to be signified by collective resign 
na tion in the~~ event'~o? parliani entar .v:..censm‘e ; and (e) acknow* 
lod ging a common subordination to on e ..chief .nuxu^ter, — took 
definitive shape in our modem theory of the Constitution, and 
so remains to the present day.” * 

Parliament and the Ministers, — The principles concern- 
ing the composition of the modern Cabinets which are stated in 
this last paragraph of Mr. Traill’s summary may be said to have 
been slowly developed out of the once changeful relations between 
Parliament and the ministers of the Crown. As I have said (page 
188), the national council very early develoiied a profound jeal- 
ousy of the power and influence of the small and private council 
of state and court officials which the king associated with himself 
in the exercise of his great prerogatives. By every means it 
sought to control the ministers. Abandoning very soon, as revo- 
lutionary, all efforts to hold the king himself personally respon- 
sible for executive acts. Parliament early accepted the theory that 
the k i ng cou ld do no wroi^ ; that breaches of law and of right 
committed by the government were committed always, — so the 
theory ran, — by tliajiciQus.adyice.of the king.’s personal advisers; 
the y could ^o wrong (here the theory shaded off into fact), and 
they should be held responsible for all the wrong done. So early 
as the close of the twelfth century the Great Council deposed Wil- 
liam Longchamp, Justiciar and Chancellor of Richard I., for abuse 
of power. During the fourteenth century Parliament claimed and 
once or twice exercised the right to appoint ministers and judges; 
it beheaded Edward II.’s Treasurer and imprisoned his Chancel- 
lor for their part in Edward’s illegal acts ; and at the close of the 
century (1386) it impeached Michael de la Pole, Richard II.’s 
minister, notwithstanding the fact that he was able to plead the 
king’s direct commands in justification of what he had done. In 
the seventeenth century a new ground of impeachment was added. 
,Erom that time out, ministers were held responsible, by the se- 1 
vere processes of trial by Parliament for high crimes and mis- 
demeanors, not only for illegal, but also for bad advice to the 
Crown, for gross mistakes of policy as well as for overt breaches 
of law and of constitutional rights. 

* H. D. Traill, Central Government (English Citizen Series), pp. 20-26. 
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Disappearance of Impeachment. — The Act of Settlement 
and the policy of William and Mary inaugurated, however, the 
final period of Parliament’s _sm)reiiiacy. Parliament’s preferences 
began to be~ regarded habitually in the choice of ministers, and 
impeachment, consequently, began gradually to fall iirto disuse. 
I Its place was taken by parliamentary votes, — finally by votes of 
the House of Commons alone. Ministers who cannot command a 
majority in the House of Commons for the measures which they 
propose resign, and Parliament has its own way concerning the 
conduct of the goveinment. 

The Executive. — The Executive, under the English sys- 
tem, so far as it may be described at once briefly and correctly, 
may be said to consist, therefore, of the Sovereign and a Cabinet 
of ministers appointed with the Sovereign’s formal consent. All 
'real authority is with the Cabinet; though the mimsters are, in 
law, only the Sovereign’s adviserfs, and the government is con- 
ducted in the Sovereign’j^^name. The true place of the Sovereign 
in the system is that of an honored and influential hereditary 
couucillor^^to whoso advice an' exalled {ine"and a constant famili- 
arity with the greater affairs of state lend a peculiar weight. 
'The Jsing * is in fact, though of course not in legal the ory, a 
/permanent minis^r, differing from the other ministers chiefly 
*in not being responsible to Parliament for his acts, and on that 
account less powerful than they. 


The Sovereign is not a member of tlie Cabinet because George I. 
could not speak Englisli. Until the accession of George I. the king always 
attended Cabinet councils ; George did not do so because he could not 
either understand or be understood in the discussions of tlic luinislers. 
Since liis time, therefore, the Sovereign has not sat witli the Cabinet. A 
similar example of the interesting ease with which men of our race establi.sh 
and observe precedents is to be found in tlie practice on the part of Presi- 
dents of the United States of sending written messages to Congre.ss. 
Washington and John Adams addressed Congress in person on public 
affairs ; but Jefferson, tiie third ITesident, was not an easy speaker, and 
preferred to send a written message. Snbsccjuont I’resideuts followed liis 
example a-s of course. Hence a sacred rule of constitutional action! t 

' A rule wliich President Wilson, himself, was the first President to violate, 
lie has never sent a written message to the Cougi'ess, but has always ad- 
dressed it in person. 
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Position of the Cabinet Th^ Cabinet consists of tba. 

principal ministers of state and has reached its present position 
of fiower in the government because of its responsibility to 
Parliament. The chief interest of English constitutional his- 
tory centres in the struggle of Parliament to establish its 
supremacy over all other authorities in the conduct of the gov- 
ernment; that struggle issued in the last century in the com- 
plete triumph of Parliament; it has reached its farthest logical 
consequence in 1911 in the eoncenti-ation of parliamentary 
authority in tlie. popular house of Parliament, the House of 
Commons. Parliament ahvaj’s claimed the right to direct in 
the name of the people, of the nation ; that was the solid basis 
of all its pretensions ; and so soon as reforms in the composition 
of the House of Oominous had made it truly representative of 
the people, the House of Lords, whie.h represents the hereditary, 
not the representative, principle, necessarily lost some part of its 
political authority. It is constantly recruited, by the creation of 
peerages, from all classes of successful men, scientists, manufac- 
turers, lawyers, diplomatists, journalists, poets ; hut it is recruited 
by appointment, not by election ; its votes are not controlled by 
the electorate ; and precedence in affairs has fallen to the people’s 
chamber. 

Appointment of the Cabinet Ministers. —The responsi- 
bility of the ministers to Parliament constitutes their strength 
because it makes them the agents of Parliament : and the agents 
ot a sovereign authority virtually share its sovereignty. The 
king appoints only such ministers as have the confidence of the 
House of Commons; and he does it in this way; he sends for 
the recognized leader of the political jjarty which has the major- 
ity in the House of Commons and asks him to form a Cabinet. 
If this leader thinks that his pai-ty will approve of his assuming 
such a responsibility, he accepts the commission, and, usually 
after due consultation with other prominent members of his 
party, gives to the Sovereign a list of the men whom he recom- 
mends for appointment to the chief offices of state. These the 
Sovereign appoints and commissions as of course. They are 
always men chosen from among the iiiembers of both houses of 
Parliament, and generally because they have proved there theii 
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ability to lead. They have, so to say, ehosen themselves by a 
career of steady success in the debates of the Houses : they have 
come to the front by their own efforts, by force of their own abil- 
ity, and usually represent tried parliamentary capacity. Such 
capacity is necessary for their success as ministers ; for, after they 
have entered the Cabinet, they constitute, in effect, a committee 
of the majority of the House of Commons, commissioned to lead 
Parliament in debate and legislation, to keep it, — ajid, through 
it, the country at large, — informed concerning all important 
affairs of state which can prudently be made public, and to carry 
out in the conduct of the government the policy approved of by 
^the representatives of the people. 

CompoBitioiL of the Cabinet. — The Cabinet does not con- 
sist invariably of the same number of ministers. Until 1916 
eleven officials alway s h ave h ad seats in it; namely, the First 
Lord of the Treasury, the Lord Cbane'elTorJThe Lord President of 
the Council, the Lord Privy Seal, the Chancellor of the Exchequ er, 
the five Secretaries of State (for Home Affairs, for Foreign 
. Affairs, for the Colonies, for India, and for War) , and the First 
,Lord of the Admiralty. To these were generally added from 
three to six others, according to circumstances : often, for in- 
stance, the President of the Board of Trade, generally of late the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, frequently the President of the Local 
Government Board. The general rule which governed these 
additions was, that every interest which was likely to be promi- 
nent in the debates and proceedings of the House of Commons 
ought to have a Cabinet minister to speak for it and to offer to 
the House responsible advice. When Mr. Lloyd Ge orge b ecame 
Pr^e^ Minuter in Dece mber . 19i 6. he fo ri^d a Wa r C abine t of 
jlye memb m‘3, Branded tq_six in^ with an occasion al 

seventlij^ Imt di d no t include any of jhe nrincinal Se cretaries 
of State. _ Three members of the War Cabinet are ministers 
‘ without Portfolio.’ The Avord ‘ Ministry ’ is of wider meaning 
than the Avord ‘ Cabinet.’ The ‘ Ministry ’ consists of all those 
executive officers Avho have seats in Parliament. These are the 
‘ political ’ officers, Avho are expected to resign their offices Avhen 
the Cabinet is defeated in the Commons. But not all of thei't 
are members of the Cabinet. The Co ali tion Ca binet of Mr. 



THE GOVEENMBXT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


195 


A gquit h. in 1916 con sisted o f twenty-three p eiaoi^B ; but besides 
these there are some forty-five non-Cabinet ministers in Parlia- 
ment. (Compare p. 202.) 

bT o member of the House of Commons m ay a ccept office with- 
out the approval of his constitiienfsT U pon receiving an appoint- 
ment as m inister ^eliuusl:' resign his seat in the House and seek 
re election, as repres entatlve'fJto miiitster.'* The whole matter is 
merely formal, however, iiT most cases. The opposite party do 
not usually, under such circumstances, contest the seat a second 
time, and the minister is reelected without opposition. 

The custom of the Sovereign’s selecting only the chief minister 
and intrusting him with the formation of a ministry also, as well ' 
as the Sovereign’s absence from Cabinet meetings, originated with 
jQeorgp. T., w ho did not know enough of English public men to 
■fiheosi^l the ministers, and so left the choice to_^ ' 

This method of forming a ministry is the outcome of Par- ■ 
liament’s efforts to hold the king’s ministers to a strict. responsi-i 
bility to itself. Xone but members of their own party would suit 
the majority iii Parliament as ministers ; and since the ministers 
have to explain and excuse their policy to the Houses it is best 
that they should be members of the Houses with the full privi- 
leges of the floor. Only by such an arrangement could the full 
harmony desired between Parliament and the ministers be main- 
tained : by face to face intercourse. 

ministerial Besponsibility. — If the minist ers a re defeated 
on a ny impor tant meas ure in the House of Commons, or if any 
vote oififiiiauie.iajjassed upon them i n tha t I^use, they must 
resi gn,^ such is the commaalJTof jjrecedent, — and another min- 
istry must be formed which is in accord with the new majority. 
The ministers must resign together because the best form of 
responsiBnrty jor.SIeir conduct.of the gdveriimeirt caiTbe se'ciireSr 
only w^n their measures .are taken injconcert, and'The House of 
Commons would be cheated of all real control of them if they 
could, upon each utterance of its condemnation of an executive 
act, or ujjon each rejection by it of a measure proposed or sup. 
ported by them, ‘throw overboard’ only those of their number 
whose departments were most particularly atfected by the vote, 

' This requiremeul, luus been waived by acts of I’ai'liameiil duriiCj' tlie war. 
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and BO keep substantially the same body of men in office. If 
[ a defeated or censured ministry think that the House of Com. 
j mons in its adverse vote luis not really spoken the opinion of 
' the constituencies, they can advise the Sovereign to dissolve the 
! House and order a new election ; that advice must be taken by 
I the Sovereign ; and the ministers stand or fall according to the 
1 disposition of the new House towards them. 

It should be added that exceptional cases do sometimes arise 
in which responsibility for an objectionable course of action can 
be so plainly and directly fixed upon a particular minister, who 
has acted, it may be, without the concurrence, possibly without 
the knowledge, of his colleagues, that his separate dismissal 
from office is recognized as the only proper remedy. A notable 
instance of this sort arose in England in 1851, when Lord Palm- 
erston, then foreign secretary, was dismissed from office for 
adding to various other acts of too great independence an un. 
authorized expression of ap 2 )roval of the coup of Louis 

Napoleon in Prance. 

Legal Status of the Cabinet. — The peculiar historical 
origin of the Cabinet appears in a sfextement of its position before 
the law. As we have seen (page 189), it is not a body recognized 
byJaw: ilig.exi3ten(^ like the existence of n^a few otln“r politi- 
cal institutions in England, is . onliT c^ io'wtan/. The ijarticular 
jmiuisters who form the Cabinet have the legal right to be the 
exclusive advisers of the Crown, — that is, the sole exc'cutive 
Ijower, — only by virtue of their membershij) of the Privy Coun- 
cil. They must all be sworn into the membership) of that body 
before they can act as confidential servants of the Sovereign. 
The Privy Council itself, however (as a whole, that is), has not 
been asked for political advice for two centuries. It takes no 
pjart whatever in the function which certain ministers exercise by 
virtue of belonging to it ; it is not responsible for the advice they 
give ; and it cannot in any way control that advice. Membership 
of the Privy Council, moreover, is for life. The leaders of the 
minority in the Commons, having themselves once been minis- 
ters, are still members of the Council and have still the same 
legal right to advise the Crown. 
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' Initiative of the Cabinet in Legislation. — Irving inheril 
ited the of initiatiYe in legislation which once l)elonged 
t he C rown, the Cabinet shape and direct the business of th^ 
House^ Most of the~tinie of Parliament is^c cupied by the con i 
sideration of measures which ~flicy have'iireinire il an d introduced j 
at everj' stejj in the prociedure of the Houses it is the duty of th| 
ministers to guide luid facilitate busine.^s. 

' The Prime Mmister. — ‘ Consistency in policy and vigor in 

administration’ on the paid; of the Cabinet are o))tained by its 
organization under the authority of one ‘First’ Minister. This 
Prime Minister generally holds the oflico of First Lord of the 
Treasury, though it is within his choice to hold another, if he will. 
It is not the office whidi gives him primac}’^ in the Cabinet, but 
Ids recogniz ed weitrht as lemler of his party. The leader chosen 
'ij^tlie SovereigriTTo form the ininistiy' stands at its head when 
formed. He usually chooses to occupy the olHce of First Lord of 
the Treasury because the official duties of that place are nominal 
only and leave him free to exercise his important functions as 
leader of the party in poiver. The Prime Minister, though 
‘unknown to the constitution,’ has lieen given indirect recogni- 
tion by a Eoyal Proclamation of December 2, 1905, giving him 
‘ place and precedence ’ above all his colleagues except the Lord 
Chancellor and next after the Archbisliop of York. Kecognition 
by statute fixing the order of precedence of public dignitaries 
followed in 1900. 

The Departments of Administration. — So jnuch for the re. 
lations of the Cabinet to the Sovereign and to Parliament. When 
we turn to vieAV it in its administrative and governing capacity as 
the English Executive, we see the ministers as heads of depart- 
ments, as in other governments. Put the departments of the 
central government in England are by no means susceptible of 
brief and simple description as are those of other countries, which 
have been given their present forms by logical and self-consistent 
written constitutions, or by the systematizing initiative of absolute 
monarclis. They hide a thousand intricacies born of that com- 
posite development so characteristic of English institutions. 

The Five Great ‘ Offices ’ of State. — Not attempting detail, 
however, it is possible to give a tolerably clear outline of the cen- 
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tral administration of the kingdom in comparatively few words. 
The Treasury I shall descrite in a separate paragraph. The 
Home has a great variety of duties : it superintends the 
'Constabulary ; oversees, to a limited extent, the local magistracy 
and the administration of prisons; advises the Sovereign with 
reference to the granting of pardons ; and is the instrument of 
Parliament in carrying out numerous statutes regulating the hours 
aitd conditions of labor in mines and factories. The Fimijjii 
Office ^Jesoribes itself. So do also, sufficiently, the Colonial Office, 
the lyiir Office, and the India Office. 

These great ‘ Offices ’ are all, historically considered, in a 
certain sense offshoots from a single office, that of the king’s 
Principal Secretary of State. By one of the usual processes of 
English constitutional development, an officer bearing this title 
very early came into existence as one of the most trusted min- 
isters of the Crown. At first only a specially confided-in servant 
of the Sovereign, employed in all sorts of confidential missions, 
he gradually assumed a more regular official place and began to 
absorb various important functions. At length it became neces- 
sary to double him and to have two Principal Secretaries of State, 
two men theoretically sharing one and the same office, and alter- 
nates of each other. At last he has, for the sake of convenience, 
been qtdntupled. 

There are five Principal Secretaries of State, all, in theory, 
holding the same office, and each, in theory, legally authorized 
to perform the functions of any or all of the others; but in 
fact, of course, keeping each to a distinct department. There 
is a Principal Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
a Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, a Principal Secretary of State 
for War, and a Principal Secretary of State for India. It is an 
interesting and characteristic case of evolution. ^ 

The Admiralty, the Board of Trade, and {he Local Govern- 
ment Board. — The Admiralty is the naval office. It is presided 
over by a Commission of six, consisting of a chairman, entitled 
First Lord of the Admiralty, and five Junior Lords. The Board 
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of Trade is, in form, a committee of the Privy Council. It is 
reconstituted at the opening of each reign by an oi’der in Coun- 
cil. It consists, nominally, of “ a President and certain ex officio 
members, including the Pirst Lord of the Treasury, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, the Principal Secretaries of State, the 
Speaker of the House of Commons, and the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury.” * But it has long since lost all vital connectiou vyith 
the Privy Council and all the forms even of board action. Its 
President is now practically itself. Its duties and privileges are 
both extensive and important. It advises the other departments 
concerning all commercial matters, and is the statistical bureau of 
the kingdom ; it exercises the state oversight of railways, inspects 
passenger steamers and merchant vessels, examines and commis- 
sions masters and mates for the merchant marine, administers the 
statutes concerning harbors, lighthouses, and pilotage, provides 
standard weights and measures, superintends the coinage, and 
supervises the Post Office. The Local Government Board, which 
is also in form a committee of the Privy Council, has also in 
reality none of the characteristics either of a committee or of a 
board. It is a separate and quite independent department, under 
the control of a President. Its other, nominal, members, the 
Lord President of the Council, the live Principal Secretaries of 
State, the Lord Privy Seal, and tlie Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
in reality take no part in its management. It is, in effect, the 
English department of the Interior. It is charged with super- 
vising the administration, by the local authorities of the kingdom, 
“ of the laws relating to the public health, the relief of the poor, 
and local government ” ; old age pensions ; roads; — duties more 
important to the daily good government of the country than those 
of any other department. It also specially examines and reports 
upon every private bill affecting private interests. 

The Board of Agriculture. — In 1889 still another depart- 
ment was set up which was to be in form a Board but in fact in 
charge of a single minister, its President. Since 1883 there had 
been a Committee of the Privy Council charged with the special 
1 Traill, pp. 126, 127. 
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aAiperintendence of the agricultural interests of the kingdom ; in 
1889 it was given a more definite organization and larger powers, 
under the name of The Board of Agriculture, — a Board to consist 
nominally of the Lord President of the Council, the five Principal 
Secretaries of State, the First Commissioner of the Treasury, the 
Chancellor of the Exchefiuer, the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster, and the Secreteiry for Scotland ; hut really to be under the 
direction of none of these gentlemen, but of its own independent 
President. 

The duties of the Board embrace, besides the collection and 
publication of all . information likely to be serviceable to the 
agricultural interest and the conduct and encouragenieut of in- 
quiries and investigations touching agricultural processes and con- 
ditions and concerning the cnltnre of forests, the inspection and 
subvention of schools in which uistruction is given in such sub- 
jects, the duties hitherto atfaiching to the oflices of the Land 
tlommissioners and of the Commissioners of ^\’’orks and Public! 
Buildings, the enforcement of the acts concerning contagious 
diseases among animals, and a miscellany of duties of like 
kinds. ' 

The Post Office is in England a subdivision of the Board of 
Trade. At its head is a Postmaster General. It controls, besides 
the usual business of a post-office department, the telegraph and 
telephone system of the country, which is owned by the govern- 
ment ; and it has also under its direction a useful 2JOstal savings- 
bank system. 

The war has made necessary the creation of a number of new 
ministerial jeosts, the most imjjortant of which are the iMinister 
of Munitions of War, with Jlr. Lloyd George as the first to hold 
the position, for the cioiitrol and production of arms and ammuni- 
tion of every sort ; the Alinister of Blockade ; the Shipjnng Con- 
troller ; the Food Controller; the President of the Air Bcjard, and 
the Minister of Reconstruction. 

The Treasury. — The history of this department, which 
may be retikoned the most important, may serve as another typi- 
cal exaiiqjlc of English dei)artiuental evolution. Originally the 
chief financial minister of the Crown was the Lord High Treas- 
urer, with whom was associated at an early date a Chancellor of 
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the Exchequer. But in the reign of George I. the great office of 
Lord High Treasurer was, m English phrase, put permanently 
‘ into commission ’ : its duties, that is, were intrusted to a board 
instead of to a single individual. This board was known as the 
“Lords Commissioners for executing the office of Lord High 
Treasurer,” and consisted of a First Lord of the Treasury, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and three others known as Junior 
Loi-ds. 

Evolution speedily set in, as in other similar English boards. 
That is, the hoard ceased to act as a board. Its functions be- 
came concentrated in the hands of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
cheipier; the First Lordshi2), occiqjied almost invariably since 
1762 Ijy the Prime Minister, gradually lost all connection, excei)t 
that of honorary chairiuanshii), with the Treasury Commission, 
its occupant giving all his em-rgies to his political functions 
(page 197) ; and the Junior Lords Avcrc left none but parliamen- 
tary duties. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, therefore, is the working 
head of the Treasury Department, and as such plays one of the 
most conspicuous and important rbles in the government of the 
country. He controls the revenue and expenditure^ of the.^stete, 
submitting to Parliament, in the form of an annual_ ‘ budget,’ 
careful comi^arisons of the sums needed for tlie public service and 
of the sums that ina^be expected to accine from existing or pos- 
sible sources of revenue, together with i)roposals to extend or 
curtail taxation, according as there is ^n'ospecd of a deficit or of a 
surplus under existing ariungements. 

The Estimates. — The various departments make up their 
own estimates ; but tliose are subjected to a careful examination 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and with him rests the pre- 
rogative of revising them where they may seem to admit of or to 
require revision. Thus changes in the clerical forces of the de- 
l)artments or redistributions of their work among sub-departments, 
etc., cannot, if they involve additional exjiense, be made without 
express approval by the Treasury. 

Mr. Gladstone twice, with characteristic energy, held, when 
Prime Minister, both the office of the First Lord of the Treasury 
and the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, thus in effect once 
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more bringing the First Lord into vital connection with his 
nominal department. 

AcbniiUBtrative Departments of the Privy Council. — 

Though superseded as advisory council to the Grown by the Gabi 
net and deprived of all actual executive control by the virtual 
erection of its several boards into independent departments, the 
Privy Gouncil still has one or two vital parts. Ghief among 
these is The Education Department, which consists of the Lord 
President of the Gouncil, as nominal chief, a Yice-President as 
working chief, and certain ex officio members, among them the 
Ghancellor of the Exchequer and the Secretary of State for Home 
Affairs, aud which is charged with the administration of the pub- 
lic educational system of the country. This committee preserves 
in a rather more than formal way its collegiate character. The 
important judicial duties of the Privy Gouncil I shall speak of 
in another connection (page 219). 

The lord Privy Seal exercises no important functions ex- 
cept those of keeping the great Seal of State and affixing it to 
such public documents as need its formal attestation ; but the 
office is a ‘ Gabinet office.’ The lightness of its duties leaves its 
incumbent the freer for his Gabinet functions of counsel. It is a 
berth for elderly men of intellectual and political weight who 
cannot or will not undertake onerous official duties. 

The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster holds an office 
whose duties (entirely legal and local) have all been delegated by 
longstanding custom to a Vice-Ghaucellor ; but eminent politicians 
are brought into the Cabinet through this sinecure Chancellor- 
ship in order that they may give the ministry the benefit of their 
advice and countenance. 

Political Under Secretaries. — There are often associated 
with the principal ministers of state certain ‘political’ Under 
Secretaries, whose function is one of very considerable impor- 
tance. A political Under Secretary is one who goes in or out of 
office with his party, not having a place in the Cabinet but shar- 
ing its fortunes in the Commons. He is parliamentary spokes- 
man for his chief. If the foreign minister, for instance, or any 
other member of the Gabinet, the affairs of vrhose department 
may be expected to call forth frequent comment or question in 
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the lower House, be a member of the House of Lords, he is repre- 
sented in the Commons by an Under Secretary, who there speaks 
as the minister’s proxy. The representation of the ministers in 
both Houses is thus secured. (Compare page 194.) 

Administration of Scotland and Ireland. — The affairs of 
Scotland are cared for through the agency of a Lord Advocate 
for Scotland, who is the legal adviser of the government concern- 
ing Scotch interests, and a Secretary for Scotland who is the in- 
termediary between the Scotch members of Parliament and tbe 
ministry, and the official spokesman of the ministers regarding 
Scotch business in the House of Commons. Officially the Lord 
Advocate ranks as a subordinate of the Secretary of State for 
Home Affairs. 

The Irish executive is, formally at least, separate from the 
English, being vested in a Lord Lieutenant and a Privy Council ; 
but in fact it is completely controlled by the English Cabinet 
though the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, who is always 
a member of the House of Commons and, when Irish affairs are 
specially prominent, a member of the C!abinet also; and who, 
though in titular rank a subordinate of the Lord Lieutenant, is, 
by virtue of his relations to the Cabinet and to Parliament, in 
effect his master. 

For many years the agitation for Home Rule had been cai’ried 
on but without success till the accession to j)ower of the Liberals 
in 1906 and again in 1910. 

A Home Rule Act for Ireland was passed by the House of 
Commons in the three consecutive sessions of 1912-13, 1913, and 
1914, but was rejected by the House of Lords. Under the pro- 
visions of the Parliament Act it accordingly became a statute, but 
before it could be put into operation the war began and a Sus- 
pensory Act was passed postponing the time for putting it into 
operation for twelve months, or, if the war were not then 
ended, to such further time aS should be fixed by the King in 
Council. 

The Home Rule Act provided that the executive power, vested 
in the King, should be exercised by a Lord Lieutenant, acting for 
the King, through the Irish Ministers, heads of the Irish De 
partments. 
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The legislative authority is in an Irish Parliament, consisting 
of the TCing and two Houses — a Senate and a House of Commons. 
This Parliament has authority to “ make laws for the peace, order, 
and good government of Ireland ” subject to the plenary authority 
of the Parliament of the United Kingdom and to certain special 
limitations. 

All money bills shall originate in the Commons and may not 
be rejected or amended by the Senate. The Senate is to be 
composed of forty members, — those of the first Parliament to 
be nominated by the Imperial Cabinet and thereafter to be elected 
by the four Irish provinces, by pro 2 )ortional rejjresentation for a 
period of five years and not to be affected by dissolution. The 
House of Commons will consist of 164 hienihers, elected by the 
present Parliamentary electors. In constituencies returning 
three or more members the ijrinciple of proportional representa- 
tion will be ap 2 )lied. The duration of a House of Commons is 
five years, but it may be sooner dissolved by the Lord Lieutenant 
under circumstances similar to those that would lead to a disso- 
lution of the House of Commons at Westminster. 

In case of conflict between the Senate and the Commons, a bill 
sent up to the Senate for a second time in the following session 
and again rejected, is to Imj submitted to a joint session of the 
two Houses and if adopted by a majority of those present and 
voting, it shall become a law. 

Irish rciJi'oseiitation in the House of Commons at Westminster 
is fixed at 42. When the financial ariungements between Ireland 
and the United Ivingdom has been reached, additional members 
may be summoned from the Irish House of Commons in such 
numbers as will make the reijresentatiou of Ireland equivalent to 
that of Great Britain on the Ijasis of j)oi)ulation. These members 
so summoned shall be deemed members of the House of Com- 
mons at Westminster for the purposes of revision of the financial 
arrangements. 

The Lord Chancellor, the only regular member of the 
Cabinet whose duties I have not yet indicated, is a judicial and 
legislative officer. His functions will be mentioned in another 
connection (page 219). 
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Cabinet as Executive. — It would be a great mistake 
to suppose that, because tlie Cabinet is in reality a committee of 
the House of Commons, drawing all its authority from the confi- 
dence reposed in it by that chamber, it is a mere committee, pos- 
sessing no separate importance as the executive body of the 
kingdom. In a sense the ministers have inherited the ancient 
prerogatives of the Crown; and Parliament is, in a very sensible 
degree, dependent u])on theinjfpr the efficacy, of-the-part it-is-to 
play in gov erning. AWost a ll imp ortant legislation waits for 
their initiative, and the whole business of the Houses to a great 
extent "depeiids upon tliem for its progress. " Tlieyjcan_ make 
treaties]^6f“wlTa£ever iin p o rt.anee . w'ith foreign countries; they 
can shape the policy of the mother country tow'ardsjmr .colonies; 
t hey can take wha t, .gprimia they please wdth reference , t o 

the government of Indi a, can place troops and naval forces at 
pleasure, can make a score of momentous moves of policy towards^ 
the English dependencies and towards foreign countries, — in the' 
field, that is, of many of the largest interests of the Empire, — 
which may commit the country to the gravest courses of action; 
— and all Avithout any previous consultation with Parliament,, 
whom they serve. The House of Commons, in brief, can punish 
but cannot prevent them. 

y Parliament ; I. the House of Commons; its Original Char- 
acter. — “The Parliament of the nineteenth century is, inordi- 
nary speech, tlie House of Commons. "Wlien a minister consults 
Parliament he consults the House of Clomiuons; Avlien the Queen 
dissolves Parliament she dissolves the House of Commons. A 
new Parliament is merely a new House of Commons.”' Such 
has been the evolution of English politics. Put the jirocesses 
which worked out this result were almost five centuries long. 
During a very long period. Parliament’s first and formative 
l)eriod, the Commons held a position of distinct and natural 
subordination to the Lords, laj'aud spiritual; the great constitu- 
tional roles Avere played by the king and baronage. The com- 
moners in Parliament represented the toAvns, and spoke, for the 
most part, at first, only concerning the taxes they Avould give. 

' Spencer Walpole, 7'he SlecCoraCe ami the LefjMature (English Citizen 
Series), p. 48. 
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When the house of Parliament called the House' of Commons 
first assumed a distinct separate existence, about the middle of 
the fourteenth century (page 187), it was by no means a homo- 
geneous body. It held both the knights of the shires and the 
burgesses of the towns ; and it was a very long time before the 
knights forgot the doubt which had at first been felt as to which 
house they should sit with. Lords or Commons. They were men 
of consideration in their counties; the only thing in common 
between them and the men from the towns was that election, and 
not hereditary possessions or rank, was the ground of their pres- 
ence in Parliament. Long use, however, finally obscured such 
differences between the two groups of members in the lower 
House; their interests were soon felt to be common interests, 
because the chief questions they had a real voice in deciding were 
questions of taxation, which touched all alike. 

Historical Contrasts between County and Borough B.epre- 
seutatives. — The main object of the Crown in making the Com- 
mons as representative as possible would seem to have been to 
bring the whole nation, as nearly as might be, into cooperation 
in support of the king’s government: and at first the lower House 
was a truly representative body. The knights of the shires were 
elected “ in the county court, by the common assent of the whole 
country ” ; the burgesses of the towns were chosen by the borough 
freemen, a body numerous or limited according to the charter of 
each individual town, but generally sufficiently broad to include 
the better class of citizens. It was the decay of the towns and 
the narrowing of their franchises which made the Commons 
of the closing decades of the last century and the first decades of 
our own the scandalously subservient, unrepresentative Commons 
which drove the American colonies into revolt. So early as the 
reign of Henry VI., in the first half, that is, of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, the franchise was limited in the Cl^unties to freeholders 
whose landed property was of an annual valvre of forty shillings, 
and forty shilling freeholders were then men of means ; ' but this 
franchise remained unchanged until 'the parliamentary reforms of 

' Forty shilling.'?, it is e.stimateil, were equivalent at that time in pur- 
chasing value to eighty pounds at present (-^iOO). See I E. T. Rogers, 
Economic Interpretation of History, p. 32. 
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the present century, and tended steadily, with the advancing 
wealth of the country and the relative decrease in the value of 
the shilling, to become more inclusive and more liberal. The- 
borough franchise, on tlie contraiy, went all the time steadily 
from bad to worse. It became more and more restricted, and the 
towns which sent representatives to Parliament became, partly 
by reason of their own decay, partly by reason of the growth and 
new distribution of population in the kingdom, less and less fitted 
or entitled to represent urban England. New boroughs had been 
given representatives from time to time; but all efforts to redis- 
tribute representation had virtually ceased before the dawn of 
the period of that great increase of population and that immense 
development of wealth and industry which has made modern 
England what it is. The towns which returned members to the 
House of Commons were mostly in the southern counties where 
the old centres of population had been. Gradually they had lost 
importance as the weight of the nation shifted to the central and 
western counties and Liverpool, Manchester, and Birmingham 
grew up, — and not their importance only, but their inhabitants 
as well. Some fell into ruins and merged in neighboring proper- 
ties, whose owners pocketed both them and their parliamentary 
franchise; others, which did not so literally decay, became 
equally subject to the influence of neighbor magnates upon whom 
the voters felt more or less dependent; and at last the majority 
of seats -in the Commons were virtually owned by the landed 
classes represented in the House of Lords.,, 

The House of Commons consisted in 1801 of 658 members, and 
of these 425 are said to have been returned “ on the nomination or on 
the recommendation of 252 patrons.” It is said, also, that “.300 out 
of the 613 members belonging to England and Wales owed their elec- 
tion to the nomination either of the Treasury or of 162 powerful indi- 
viduals.” ^ 

Geographical Relations of Boroughs and Counties. — Borough 
populations had no part In the election of county members. The counties 
represented in Parliament were rural areas, exclusive of the towns. Thus 
the county of Derby was, for the pnrpo.ses of parliamentary representation, 
the county of Derby minus its boroughs. 


> Walpoie, p. 56. 
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Parliamentary Keform. — It wiis to lemerty tliis condition 
that the reforms siiKie tlio heginning of the nineteenth century 
• ■were undertaken. Those reforms have made the House of Com- 
mons truly represeiitiitive and national : and in making it national 
have made it dominant. In 1832 a wholesale redistribution of 
seats was accomplished, and a complete reformation of the fran- 
chise. The decayed to'wns were deprived of their members, and 
the new centi'es of population were accorded adequate repre- 
sentation. The right to vote in the countries was extended from 
those who owned freeholds to those who held property on lease 
and those who held copyhold estates,^ and to tenants whose hold- 
ings were of the clear annual value of fifty pounds. The borough 
franchise was put upon the uniform basis of householders whose 
houses were worth not less than tear pounds a year. This was 
putting representation intt> the hands of tlie middle, well-to-do 
classes ; and with them it remained until 1887. In 1867 another 
redistribution of seats was effected, which iinsreased the number 
of Scotch members from fifty-four to si.xty and made other impor- 
tant readjustments of representation. TJie franchise was at tlie 
same time very gresitly widened. In the boroughs all house- 
holders and every lodger whose lodgings cost him ten pounds 
annually were given the right to vote j and in the counties, be- 
sides every forty shilling freeholder, every cojiyholder and lease- 
holder whose holding was of the animal value of five pounds, and 
every householder whose rent was not less than twelve pounds 
a year. Thus representation stood for almost twenty years. 
Finally, in 1884, the qualifications for voters in the counties were 
made the same as the qualifications fixed for borough electors l)y 
the law of 1867, and over two millions and a half of voters were 
thus added to the active citizenship of the country. 

In 1885 another great Redistribvtion Hof was passed, which 
merged eighty-one English, two Scotch, and twenty-two Irish 
boroughs in the counties in which they lie, for purposes of repre- 
sentation ; gave additional members to fourteen English, three 

I Copyhold estates arc estates held hy the custom of the manor in which 
they lie, a custom once evidenced by a ‘ copy ’ of the rolls of the Manor 
Court. 
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Scotch, and two Irish boroughs; and created thirty-three new 
urban constituencies. The greater towns which returned several 
members were cut up into single-member districts, and a like ar- 
rangement was effected in the comities, which were divided into 
electoral districts to each of which a single representative was 
assigned.* These changes were accompanied by an increase of 
twelve in the tofcil number of memliers. Through the redistribu- 
tion of seats in 1S32 and 18G7,the number had remained, 658 ; in 
1885 it was raised to 070. 

Parliamentary Franchise. — The last and most far-reach- 
ing extension of tlie suffnige, through the Kepresentation of the 
People Act of 1918, swept away all spei'ial (pialih cations exi;vting 
at the time of its pas.sage. Xeither owners, lodgers, nor freemen 
are to be registered as such and the principle of woman suffn-.ge 
has received wide recognition. U niversal suffrage for men a nd 
women has been largely achie ved. 

By this Act the franchise ivas extended to all male subjects 
of full age, not subject to any legal incapacity, wbo have resided 
in a constituency for a period of six months terminable either on 
July 15th or January 15th in any year. This period is reduced 
to one month for discharged soldiers. Men who have the resi- 
dential qualili cation ami arc also occupiers as owners or tenants 
of land on premises of the yearly value of not less than BIO, 
are entitled to a sei'ond vote, jirovided tlie land or premises be 
used for the purjioses of a business, trade, or profession and that 
the qualilieation is not in the same coiistitueuciy as that in which 
they have their residence. 

All men of full age and not under any legal incapacity who 
have received a degree (other than an honorary degrei') from a 
University and all women tliirty year.s of age who would be 
entitled to vote for a University if she were a man are entitled tO| 
vote for the University or group of Universities formed under 
the Act. This vote may be in addition to the residential vote, 
but no person may have more than two votes. W omen of thirty 
years of age and not subject to any legal incapacity, who are 

* This was establishing what the French, as we have seen (page 222), 
would call acrutin d'urrondmcment. 
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entitled to be local government electors, in respect of the occupa- 
tion, as owners or tenants, of land or premises of the value of 
£6 per annum or of a dwelling house, and women whose husbands 
are electors in a local government area for lands or premises of 
the value of £5 per annum or of a dwelling house, have received 
the franchise. It is estimated that the vote has thereby been 
extended to six million women and that the total number of 
electors under the new Act will be doubled. 

A new redistribntion of seats, based on one member for every 
70,000 people, was also included, with a special act for Ireland, 
so that the new House of Commons will be composed of 707 
members. In the new House of Commons England will have 
492 members, “Wales 36, Scotland 74, and Ireland 105, 372 sitting 
for counties, 320 for boroughs, and 15 for universities. All elec- 
tions will be held on the same day; the cost of elections is 
cheapened and registration is simplified and put in charge of a 
responsible public official in every constituency, 

Election and Term of the Commons. — Members of the 
House of Commons are elected, by secret ballot, f or a term of 
Jive years. * Any male citizen is eligible for election except 
priests and deacons of the Church of England, ministers of the 
Church of Scotland, Eoman Catholic priests, and sheriffs and 
other returning officers, — and except, also, English and Scotch 
peers. Irish peers not elected to the Lords are eligible and have 
often sat in the House.® The persons thus excepted, — all save 
the peers, at least, — can neither sit nor vote. 

As a matter of fact no House of Commons previous to the 
present one has ever lived its full term. A dissolution, for the 
purpose of a fresh appeal to the constituencies, has always cut 
it off before its statutory time. The average duration of Parlia- 
ments has been less than four years. The longest Parliament of 
the nineteenth century (elected in 1820) lived six years, one 
month, and twelve days. The present Parliament has prolonged 
its own life to avoid a general election during the war and has 
been in existence since 1911. 

* Until 1011 the term was seven years. 

2 Lord Palmerston, for example, was an Irish peer. 
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There is no property qualification for election to the House 
now, as there was formally ; and the members receive £ 400 a 
year for their services. 

Summons, Electoral Writ, Prorogation. — Ho standing 
statutes govern the time for electing Parliaments. Parliament 
assembles upon summons from the Crown (which, like all other 
acts of the Sovereign, now really emanates from the ministers) ; 
and the time for electing members is set by writs addressed 
to the sheriffs and the mayors. Parliament is also ‘pro- 
rogued’ (adjourned for the session) by the Sovereign (that is, 
the Cabinet) ; and assembles again, after recess, by special 
summons. 

The summons for a new Parliament must be issued at least 
thirty-five days before the day set for its assembling; the 
summons to a prorogued Parliament at least fourteen days before- 
hand. It is now the invariable custom to assemble Parliament 
once every year about the middle of Febmary, and to keep it in 
session from that time till about the middle of August. 

If a seat fall vacant during a session, a writ is issued for an 
election to fill it upon motion of the House itself; if a vacamsy 
occur during a recess, the writ is issued at the instance of the 
Speaker of the House. 

Since 18G7 the duration of Parliament has not been liable to 
be affected by a demise of the Crown ; before lC>9o Parliament 
died with the monarch. In that year it was enacted that Parlia- 
ment should last for six months after the demise of the Crown, 
if not sooner dissolved by the new Sovereign. Parliament, it is 
now provided, must assemble immediately upon the death of the 
Sovereign. If the Sovereign’s death take place after a dissolu- 
tion and before the day fixed for the convening of the new Par- 
liament, the old Parliament is to come together for six months, 
if necessary, but for no longer term. 

Organization of the House. — The Commons elect their 
own Speaker (Spokesman) ; their clerk and sergeant-at-arms are 
appointed by the Crowji. The business of the House is, as we 
have seen (page 197), quite absolutely under the direction of its 
great committee, the Cabinet. Certain days of the week are set 
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apart by the rules for the consideration of measures introduced 
by private members, but most of the time of the House is devoted 
to ‘ government bills.’ ^ The majority put themselves in the hands 
of their party leaders, the ministers, and the great contests of 
the session are between the minority on one side of the chamber 
and the ministerial party, or majority, on the other side. 

Down the centre of the hall in which the House sits ruus a 
very broad aisle. The Speaker’s seat stands, upon an elevated 
place, at the farther end of this aisle, and below it are the seats 
and tables of the clerks and a great table stretching some distance 
down the aisle, for the reception of the Sergeant’s macc and 
various books, petition boxes, and papers. The benches on either 
side of the aisle face each other. Those which rise, in tiers, to 
the Speaker’s right are occupied by the majority, the Cabinet 
ministers, their leaders, sitting on the front bench by the great 
table. This front bench is accordingly called the ‘ Treasury 
Bench,’ — the Treasury being the leading Cabinet office. On the 
benches which rise to the Speaker’s left sit the minority, their 
leaders also (the ‘leaders of the 02 )position,’ — the minority 
being expected, generally with reason, to be opposed to all minis- 
terial proposals) on the front bench by the table, and so directly 
facing the ministers, only the table intervening. 

■> / The House of Lords ■. its Composition. — The House 
of Lords consisted on April 4th, 1918, o f six huiulTcil ontl tiftce n 
English hereditary peers (Dukes, Man^uises, Earls, Viscounts, 
Barons) ; the two archbishops and twenty-four bi.shops, holding 
their seats by virtue of their offices ; sixteen Scottish rein'esenta- 
tive peers, elected by the Avhole body of Scottish peers to sit for 
the term of Parliament-, twenty-seven Irish peers, elected by 
the peers of Ireland to sit for life ^ ; and seven judicial members 
known as Lords of Appeal in Ordinary (pages 21G, 218, 219), 
sitting as life-peers only, by virtue of their office. 

’ Due to Uio war, the Govornnicnt now possesse.s the whole time of the 
House except an hour allowed to iiiemboi's for general discussion on the 
motion for adjournnicnt at each silting. 

-harl t urzon of Keclleston, the28tli Irish Representative Peer, is also a 
peer of the Uniteil Kiiiijiloui* 
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There is no necessary limitation to the number of hereditary 
English peers. Peers can be created at Avill by the Crown (that 
is, by the ministry), and their creation is in fact frequent. Two 
hundred and thirty-one peers have been created since 1900. The 
number of Scottish and Irish peers is limited by statute. 

The House of Lords is summoned to its sessions when the 
House of Commons is, and the two must always be summoned 
together. ' 

Ennction of the House of Lords in Legislation. — The 
House of Lords was until 1911, in legal theory, coequal in all 
respects with the House of Commons; but, in fact, its authority 
was politically very inferior. I>y tlic Parliament Act of 1911, 
this actual inferiority was given statutory recognition and the 
House' of Lords became thereby a subordinate legislative 
chamber. - 

In the elections of 190G the Liberals won an overwhelming 
victory and under the leadershiji of Lloyd George as Cliancellor 
of the Exchequer radical changes in the system of taxation Avere 
proposed in the Finance I’.ill of 1909. When this Ifill went to 
the Lords, it Avas rejected thougli the x)ractice had been so long 
observed as to be regarded as one of the conventions of the con- 
stitution that the Jjords must accept the financial legislation 
passed by the Commons. The House avus dissolved and an appeal 
to the people Avas taken, Avith the result that the Liberals Avere 
returned to poAver but Avith a reduced majority. The Finance. 
Bill Avas reintroduced and successfully ])assed. J!ut the Liberals 
Avere determined that the poAvers of the Lords should be limited 
and a series of resolutions AA'cre introduced and passed in the 
Commons to the effect (1) that the House of Lords should by 
law be_ deprived of the power of rejecting or amending a mone y 
bill ; (2) that the no Aver of the Lords to AX-to other bills shoul d 
be limited bv laAV ; and (3) that the duration of aparllament 
shordd be limited to a maximum period of live years. The House 
of Lords itself took up the question of its own reform and various 
proposals Avere introduced, looking, hoAvover, rather to a change 
in the method of constituting that body rather than to a change 
in its poAvers. These resolutions adopted by the Lords reeog- 
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nized the right of the Commons with respect to money hills of a 
purely financial character; provided a ijlan for determining 
whether or not a hill was of this character hy a committee of the 
two Houses in which the Speaker of the House of Commons 
should have the deciding vote ; that with respect to other hills 
about which the Houses might differ in two successive sessions 
with an interval of not less than a year, the matter should he 
settled at a joint sitting of the two Houses unless it referred to 
a matter of grave importance, in which case it should he sub- 
mitted to the people hy referendum; and that the hereditary 
principle should not ho the sole basis of membership in the 
Lords. 

A fresh appeal to the people was taken in Deeemher, 1910, 
and again the Liberals were returned to power and the Parliament 
Bill was reintroduced without change and passed with only minor 
amendment. The Commons claimed that the people had ap- 
proved of the Bill at the general election, and when it went to 
the Lords and was there amended, the ministry let it he known 
that it would accept no compromise and that the Bill would ho 
passed if enough new peers must Ixj created to secure a majority. 
Faced with this threat the Lords 3 'ielded and the Bill was passed 
as approved hy the House. Thus ended one of the most momen- 
tous struggles in English constitutional history, and as a result the 
^QUse of Commons is practically supreme. The Lords have 
retained only a right of criticism and a suspensive veto. 

The Parliament Act of 1911. — Both houses had accepted 
the principle of reforming the House of Lords hy substituting a 
popular for the hereditary basis, and this jn-inciple was declared 
in the preamble to the Act, hut as j'et no steps have been tiikcii 
to put such a reform into operation. The Lords remain an heredi- 
tary body hut with greatly restricted powers. 

Ill the first nlace the power o f the Lords over urmipy -Eilla 
■ has been entirely taken a way, it a .mTiTirv Bill wbicR Tins been 
passed hy the House of Commons, and sent up to the I-Iouse of 
Lords at least one month before the end of the session, is not 
passed hy the House of Lords without amendment within one 
month after it has been so sent up, the Bill shall, unless the 
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House of Commons direct to the eoiitraiy, be presented to his\ 
Majesty and become an Act of Parliament on the royal assen^; 
being signified, notwithstanding that the House of Lords hasl 
not cousented to the Bill. The decision as to what is a i\roney 
Bill under the terms of the Act rests with the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, who shall indorse thereon his certificate to 
that effect. 

In tlie second place if aii}'^ Publi c Bil l other than a IMoney Bill, I 
or ai /Bill contai ning any provisions to ext end the maximum - 
d uratim of Parliament Feyond five yeai i^ is passed by the House 
of Commons in three successive ses sions, whether of the sa me 
Parliament or not, and is rtijeeted b^Tlie Lords in each of tho.se 
sessions, the Bill shall, unless the House of Comiiions directs to ^ 
the" contrary, be presented to his .Majesty and shall become an 
Act of Parliament on receiving the Royal Assent, notwithstand- 
ing that the floirse of Lords has not consented to the Bill. A 
period of two years jnust elapse between the date of tlie second 
reading of the Bill in the first of the three successive sessions of 
the House of Commons and its passage in the third session. The 
Speaker shall likewise juit his certilicato upon Hills of this ehar- 
aeter to the effect that all the provisions of the Parliament Act 
have been complied Avith. 

The certificate of the Speaker shall in both ctises be conclusive ' 
and shall not be questioned in any court of law. By this Act 
the time fixed for the maximuin duration of Parliament was five 
years. 

The House of Lords as a Supreme Court. — The House of 
Lords is still, however, in fact as well as in form, th e, suprem e 
court of n.]i]ie}i,l in Bny laiid. though it has long since ceased to 
exercise its judicial functions (iidierited from the Great Council 
of Norman times) as a body. Those functions are noAv always 
exercised by the Loid Chancellor, ivho is ex officio president of f 
t he House of Lords , and f our Lords of Appeal in Ordi nary, who | 
are learned judges appointed as life neers , s])eciany to ])crform | 
this fluty . These special ‘ Laiv Lords ’ are assisted from time to 
time by other lords who have served as judges of the higher 
courts or who are specially leanxed in the law. 
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[^Legislation, therefore, is control led by t he House of Com - 
* ons. the inTernretation of the l aw by HiTi^cia L membe rs 
f the House of Lo rclsT The House of Lords has a limited share 
l(\vith the popular chamber in the right of law-mak ing, but _caunot 
lass ei-t that ri^ t furt lier than to cause (lela y~ T^ie Sovereign has 
tEeoi’eticajiytlirnglit to negiitive legislation ; but the Sovereign 
is in the hands of the ministers, and the ministers are in the 
ands of the Commons ; and legislation is never negatived. 

The. Cnnatitntion of England consists of law and precedent. 


She has great documents like Magna Charta at the foundation 
of her institutions ; but ^Magna Charta was only a royal ordi- 
nance. She has great laws like the Bill of Eights at the centre 
of her political system; but the Bill of Eights was only an 
,act of Parliament. She has no w r itten cnnstitnr irm, and Par- 
liament may, in theory, change the whole structure and principle 
;Of her institutions by mere Bill. But in fact Parliament d are 
not ^0 faster th au-pub lic opinigp : and public opiniai i in .Lughand 
is steadily an d powe i'ful ly. con servative. 

The Courts of Law. — The Administration of justice has 
always been greatly centralized in England. From a very early 
day judges of the king’s court have ‘gone on circuit,’ holding 
their assizes (sittings) in various parts of the country, in order 
to save suitors the vexation and expense of haling their adver- 
saries always before the courts in London. But these circuit 
judges travelled from place to place under special commissions 
from the central authorities of the sfcite, and had no permanent 
connections witli the coujities in which their assizes were held : 
they came out from London, were controlled from Loudon, and, 
their circuit work done, returned to London. It was, moreover, 
generally only the three courts of Common Law (the Court of 
King’s Bench, the Court of Common Pleas, and the Court of 
Exchequer) that sent their judges on circuit ; the great, over- 
shadowing Court of Chancery, which arrogated so wide a juris- 
diction to itself, drew all its suitors to its orvn chambers in West- 
minster. 

ihe only thing lacking to perfect the centralization was a 
greater uniformity of organization and a less haphazard dis- 
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triljution of jurisdiction among the various courts. This lack 
was supplied by a great Judicature Act passed in 1873. By that 
Act (which went into force on tlie 1st November, 1875), and 
subsequent additional legislation extending to 1879, the courts 
of law, which had grown, as we have seen (page 185), out of that 
once single body, the ancient Permanent Council of the Norman 
and Plantagenet kings, were at last reintegrated, made up to- 
gether into a coordinated whole. 

Judicial Reform : the Reorganization of 1873-1879. — These 
measures of reorganization and unili(!ation had been preceded, in 
1846, by a certain degree of decentralizrition. Certain so-called 
County Courts were than created, whidi are local, not peripatetic 
Westminster, tribunals, and which have to a considerable extent 
absorbed the assize business, though their function, theoretically, 
is only to assist, not to supplant, the assizes. Now, tlierefore, the 
general outlines of the judicial system are these. The general 
courts of the kingdom are combined under the name. Supreme 
Court of Judicature. This court is divided into two parts, which 
are really two quite distinct courts : namely, the High Court of 
Justice and the Court of Ai)peal ; while over both, as the court of 
last resort, still stands the House of Lords. The High Court 
of Justice acts in three divisions, a Chancery Division, a King's 
Bench Division, and a Probate, Divorce, and Admii-alty Division ; 
and these three divisions constitute the ordinary courts of law, 
inheriting the jurisdictions suggested by their names. Prom 
them an appeal lies to the Court of Appeal ; from the Court of 
Appeal to the House of Lords. The County Courts stand related 
to the system as the Assizes do. 

“ The Chancery Division has live judges besides its presi- 
dent, the Chancellor; the Queen’s llench Division has fifteen 
judges, of whom one, the Lord Chief Justice, is its president; 
the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Division has but two judges, 
of whom one jn’esides over tlie other.” This arrangement into 
divisions is a mere matter of cojivenience ; no very strict dis- 
tinctions as to jurisdiction are imeserved ; and any changes that 
the judges think desirable may be made by an Order in Council. 
Thus an Exchequer Division and a Common Pleas division, which 
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at first existed, in preservation of the old lines of organization, 
were abolished by such an Order in December, 1880. The 
judges assigned to the various Divisions do not necessarily or 
often sit together. Cases are genemlly heard before only one 
judge ; so that the High Court may be said to have the effec- 
tive capacity of twenty-three courts, its total number of 
judges being twenty-three. Only when hearing appeals from 
inferior tribunals, or discharging some other function differ- 
ent from the ordinary trial of cases, must two or more judges 
sit together. 

The Court of Appeals may hear appeals on questions both 
of law and of fact. It consists of the Master of llolls and five 
Lords Justices, who may be said to constitute a permanent and 
separate bench, and of the presidents of the three Divisions of 
the High Court, who may be called its occasional members, 
Since 1891 Ex-Chancellors are ex officio members, though they do 
not ordinarily sit. Three judges are necessary to exercise its 
powers, and, in practice, its six permanent members divide the 
work, holding the court in two independent sections. 

The House of Lords may sit, when acting as a court, when 
Parliament is not in session, after a prorogation, that is, or even 
after a dissolution : for the House of Lords when sitting as a court 
is like its legislative self only in its modes of procedure. In all 
other respects it is totally unlike the body which 'obeys the House 
of Commons in law-making. It is constituted always, as a court, 
of the Lord Chancellor and at least two of the Lords of Appeal in 
Ordinary of whom I have spoken (page 212) ; only sometimes are 
there added to these a third Lord of Appeal in Ordinary, an ex- 
Lord Chancellor, or one or more of such judges or ex-judges of 
the higher courts as may have found their way to peerages. 
Other mejubers of the House never attend ; or, attending, 
never vote. 

A Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, of which also 
the Lord Chancellor is a member, and which now consists mainly 
of the same Lords of Appeal in Ordinary who act in judicial 
matters as the House of Lords, constitutes a court of last resort 
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for India, the Colonies, the Channel Islands, and the Isle of Marij 
as well as, within certain limits, as a court of appeal from the 
Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Division of the High Court of 
Justice. 

The Lord Chancellor is the most notable officer in the whole 
system. He is president of the House of Lords, of the Court of 
Appeal, of the High Court of Justice, and of the Chancery Divi- 
sion of the High Court, and he is a member of the Judicial Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council ; and he actually sits in all of these 
except the High Court, — in the House of Lords and the Privy 
Council always, in the Court of Appeal often. More singular 
still, he is the political officer of the law : he is a member always 
of the Cabinet, and, like the other members, belongs to a party, 
and goes in or out of office according to the favor of the House of 
Commons, exercising while in office, in some sense, the functions 
of a Minister of Civil Justice.* 

Civil Cases are heard either by judges of the High Court 
in London, by judges of that court sitting on circuit in the various 
‘ assize towns’ of the county, of which there is always at least one 
for each county, or by the County Courts created in 1846, which 
differ from the old county courts, long since decayed and now de- 
prived of all judicial functions, both in their organization and in 
their duties. They consist, not of the sheriff and all the freemen of 
the shire, but of single judges, holding their offices during good 
behavior, assisted by permanent ministerial officers, and exercising 
their jurisdiction not over counties but in districts much smaller 
than the counties. They are called county courts only by way of 
preserving an ancient and respected name. 

The County Courts have jurisdiction in all cases of debt or dam- 
age where the sum claimed does not exceed .£50, and in certain equity cases 
where not more than £500 is involved, — except that cases of slander, libel, 
seduction, and breach of promise to many, as well as all matrimonial cases, 
are ^vithheld from them. At least, such is their jurisdiction in rough out- 
line. A full account would involve many details ; for it has been the 
tendency of all recent judicial legislation in England to give more and more 

- Maitland, p. 68. 
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busibess, even of the more important kind, to these Courts. Their normal 
importance may he judged from the fact, stated by Mr. Maitland, that 
“most of the contentious litigation in England is about smaller sums 
than” £60. 

A judge of the High Court may send down to a county co>u't, upon 
the application of either party, ca.ses of contract in which tiie sum eiaimed 
does not exceed £100. Any case, however small the pecuniary ciaim in- 
volved, may be removed from the county to the High Court if the judge of 
the county court wiii certify tliat important principles of law are likely to 
arise in it, or if the High Court or any judge thereof deems it desirable 
that it should be removed. Appeals from a county court to tlie High 
Court are forbidden in mo.st casc.s in which lc.ss than £20 is involved. 

The county court system rests upon the basis of a ilivision of tlie 
country into fifty-six circuits. All but one or two of these include several 
‘ districts ’ — the districts numbering about 600. Each district has its own 
separate court, with its own ofSces, registrar, etc. ; but tlie judges are ap- 
pointed for the circuits, — one for each circuit. They arc appointed by 
the Lord Chancellor from barristere of seven years’ standing.* 

Juries arc falling more and more into disuse in England in civil 
cases. In all the more important causes, outside the Chancery Division, 
whose rule of action, like that of the old Cliancery Court, is ‘ no jury,’ a 
jury may be impanelled at tlie desire of oitlier parly ; but many liligaiits 
now prefer to do without, — especially in the County Courts, where both 
the facta and the law are in a large majority of the caso.s passed upon by 
the judge alone, without the a.s.sistancc of the jury of five wiiich might 
in these courts be summoned in all cases of above £20 value. 

Criminal Cases are tried either before the county Justices 
of the Peace, who are unpaid oiScers appointed by the Chancellor 
upon the recommendation of the Lords Lieutenant of the Coun- 
ties; before borough Justices, who are paid judges much like 
all others ; or before judge.s of the High Court on circuit. The 
jurisdiction of the Justices may be said to include all but the 
gravest offences, all but those, namely, which are punishable by 
death or by penal servitude, and except, also, perjury, forgerj, 
bribery, and libel. There are many Justices for each county, 
there being no legal limit to their number; and they exercise 
their more important functions at general Quarter Sessions, at 
general sessions, that is, held four times yearly. The criminal 
assizes of the High Court also are held four times a year. All 

* The various Acts affecting the Coimty Courts were amended and consoli- 
dated by the County Courts Act, 1888, 



THE GOVEKNMENT OP GREAT BRITAHr. 221 

criminal eases, except those of tlie pettiest character, such aa 
police cases, are tried before juries. 

“ Aljout one-half of the criminal trials,” it is stated,' “take place 
at county sessions, about one-fourth at borough sessions, the rest at Assizes 
or the Central Criminal Court," tiie great criminal court of London, 

Quarter and Petty Sessions. — For tlie exercise of all their 
more important judicial functions the Justices meet quarterly, in i^uarter 
Se-ssions ; but for minor duties in which it is not necessary for more tlian 
two Ju-stices to join, there are numerous Petty Sessions held at rarioas 
points in the counties. Each county is divided by its Quarter Sessions 
into petty sessional distrirts, and every neighborhood is given thus its own 
court of Petty Sessions, — from which in aimost all cases an appeal lies to 
Quarter Sessions. Thus the important function of licensing (page 233^ is 
exercised by Petty Sessioits, subject- to appeal to tlie whole bench of 
Justices. 

The Justices of the Peace were, as we .dndl .see more particu- 
larly in aiiutlier connection (iiages 22(i-a27j, the general governmental 
autliorilies of the counties until the reform of local government effected 
in 1888, exercising functions of the most various, multifarious, and influ- 
ential sort. They are generally country gentlemen of high standing in 
their coniiiies, and serve, as already stated, without pay. They are 
appointed, practically, for life. The ‘Commission of the Peace.’ — the 
commissioning, that is. of Justices of the Peace, — originated in tlie four- 
teentli century, and has liad a long history of interesting development. 
Considering the somewliiU- autocnitic mitnro of the office of Justice, it 
has been, on tlie wliole, exercised with great wisdom and public spirit, 
and during most period.s witli extraordinary moderation, industry, and 
effectiveness. 

Tlie duties wliicli Americans associate witli tlie office of Justice of 
the Peace are exercised in England, not by llic bench of Justices sitting in 
Quarter Se.s.sions, — they tlien constiinie, as we have seen, a criminal court 
of veiy extensive jurisdiction, — hut by llie .Tusliecs singly, sitting cither 
formally or informally. A single Justice may conduct tlie preliminary 
examination of a person cimrged -with crime, and may commit for trial if 
reasonable ground of .siisiiicinn he proved. A single Justice can also issue 
•search wan-ants to the coiistabiilai-y for tlie detection of crime, etc. 

Police. — The iiolieo force, or, in more English phrase, 
the constabulary, of tlie kingdom is overseen from London by the 
Home Office, which makes all general rules as to discipline, pay, 
etc., appoints royal insiiectors, and determines, under the Treas- 
ury, the amount of state aid to be given to the support of the 
1 .Uaitlaud, p. 86. 
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forces; but all the actual administration of the system is under- 
taken by the local authorities. In the Counties a joint Com- 
mittee of Quarter Sessions and the County Council appoint the 
Chief Constable, who appoints and governs the force with powers 
of summary dismissal and ijunishment, but who acts in all tilings 
subject to the governing control of the Committee (page 235). In 
those towns which undertake to maintain a force distinct from 
that of the County the Head Constable is chosen by the town 
authorities and the direction of the force is superintended by a 
‘Watch Committee ’ of the Town Council. London, which em- 
ploys, it is stated, one-third of the entire police force of the 
kingdom, has been given a special, exceptional system of its own. 
The city police are governed by a Commissioner and two Assist- 
ant Commissioners who are appointed by the Home Secretary and 
serve directly under his authority. 

The police throughout the country are given something like mili- 
tary drill and training, the organization being made as perfect, the training 
as thorough, and the discipline as effective as possible. Ex-army olScers 
are preferred for the office of Chief Constable. 

II. Local Government. 

Complex Character of Local Government in England. — 

The subject of local government in England is one of extreme 
complexity and, therefore, for my present purpose of brief de- 
scription, one of extreme difficulty. So perfectly unsystematic, 
indeed^ are the provisions of English law in this field that most 
of the writers wlio have undertaken to expound them, — even to 
English readers, — have seemed to derive a certain zest from the 
despairful nature of their task, — a sort of forlorn-hope enthusi- 
asm. The institutions of local government in England have 
grown piece by piece as other English institutions have, and not 
according to any complete or logical plan of statutory construc- 
tion. They are patch-work, not symmetrical net-work, and the 
patches are of all sizes, shapes, and materials. 

“For almost every new administrative function,” complains one 
writer on the subject, “the Legislature has provided a new area contain- 
ing a new constituency, who by a new method of election choose candi- 
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dates who satisfy a new qualification, to sit upon a new board, during a 
new term, to levy a new rate [tax], and to spend a good deal of the new 
revenues in paying new officers and erecting new buildings.” ^ 

It has been the habit of English legislators, instead of 
perfecting, enlarging, or adapting old machinery, to create all 
sorts of new pieces of machinery with little or no regard to their 
fitness to be combined with the old or with each other. The 
Local Government Act of 1888 represents the first deliberate at- 
tempt at systematization ; but even that Act did not effect system, 
and itself introduced additional elements of confusion by first 
adopting another Act (the Municipal Corporations Act of 1882) 
as its basis and then excepting particular provisions of that Act 
and itself substituting others in respect, not of all, but of some 
of the local administrative bodies meant to be governed by it. 
The supplementary legislation of 1894 introduced some further 
elements of consistent system; but did not after all very much 
simplify existing methods. It would seem as logical a plan of 
description as any, therefore, to discuss the older divisions and 
instrumentalities first and then treat afterwards of more recent 
legislative creations as of modifications, of however haphazard a 
kind, of these. 

General Characterization. — In general terms, then, it 
may be said, that throughout almost the whole of English history, 
only the very earliest periods excepted, counties and towns have 
been the principal units of local government; that the parishes 
into which the counties have been time out of mind divided, 
though at one time of very great importance as administrative 
centres, were in course of time in great part swallow'ed up by 
feudal jurisdictions, and now retain only a certain minor part in 
the function, once exclusively their own, of caring for the poor; 
and that this ancient framework of counties, towns, and parishes 
has, of late years, been extensively overlaid and in large part 
obscured: (a) by the combination (1834) of parishes into ‘Unions ’ 
made up quite irrespective of county boundaries and charged not 
only with the immemorial parish duty of maintaining the poor but 
often with sanitary regulation also and school superintendence, 

* Local Administration (Imperial Parliament Series), by Wm. Rathbona 
Albert Pell, and F. C. Montague, p. 14. 
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and generally with a miscellany of other functions ; (6) by the 
creation of new districts for the care of highways; (c) by new 
varieties of towni and semi-town government; and (d) by the sub- 
division of the counties (1889) into new administrative ‘districts,’ 
charged with general administrative functions. The only dis- 
tinction persistent enough to serve as a basis for any classifica- 
tion of the areas and functions of the local administration thus 
constructed is the distinction between Rural Administration and 
Urban Administration, — a distinction now in part destroyed by 
the Act of 1888; and of these two divisions of administration 
almost the only general remark which it seems safe to venture 
is, that Rural Administration has hitherto rested much more 
broadly than does Urban on old historical foundations. 

. / The County; its Historical Rootage. —For the County, 
with its influential Justices of the Peace and its wide adminis- 
trative activities, is still the vital centre of rural government in 
England; and the Counties, are in a sense older than the kingdom 
itself. Many of them, as we have seen (page 180), represent in 
their areas, though of course no longer in the nature of their 
government^ separate Saxon kingdoms of the Heptarchy times. 
When they were united under a single throne they retained (it 
would appear) their one-time king and his descendants in the 
elder male line as their eoldormen. Tliey retained also tlieir old 
general council, in which eohJormnn and bishop presided, though 
there was added presently to these xircsidents of the older order 
of things another official, of tlie new order, the king’s officer, the 
Sheriff. To this council went uj), as was of old the rvont, the 
priest, the reeve, and four select men from every township, 
together with the customary delegates from the ‘Imndreds.’ 

Of course the Counties no longer retain tliose antique 
forms of government; scarcely a vestige of them .now remains. 
But the old forms gave way to the forms of the qiresent by no 
sudden or violent changes, and some of the organs of county gov- 
ernment now in existence could adduce qilausible x^roof of their 
descent from the manly, vigorous, self-centred Saxon institutions 
of the ancient time. - 

Early Evolution of the County Organs. — In Norman 
times the eoMoriiian’s office languished in the shadow of the Sher- 



THE GOVERNMENT OE GREAT BRITAIN. 


225 


iff’s great authority. The spiritual and temporal courts were 
separated, too, and the bishop withdrew in large measure from 
official participation in local political functions. The County 
Court became practically the Sheriff's Court; its suitors the free- 
holders. Its functions were, however, still considerable : it chose 
the officers wlio assessed tlie taxes; it was the medium of the 
Sheriff's military administration; and it was still the principal 
source of justice. Hut its duties were not slow to decay. As a 
Court it was speedily lianded over to the king’s itiner.ant justices, 
who held tlieir assizes in it and heard all important cases, all 
‘pleas of tljc Crown.’ Its financial functions bec.'ime more and 
more exclusively the personal functions of tlic Sheriffs, who were 
commonly great barons, who managed in some instances for a 
little while to make their office hereditary, and who contrived 
oftentimes to line their own pockets witli the proceeds of the 
taxes: for great barons who were sheriffs were sometimes also 
officials of the Exche(pier, and .as such audited their own accounts. 
The local courts .at last became merely the instruments of the 
Sheriffs and of the royal judges. 

Decline of the Sheriff’s Powers. — It was the overbearing 
power of the Sheriffs, thus developed, that led to the great 
changes which were to produce the county government of our own 
da^. The interests alike of the Court and of the people became 
enlisted against them. The first step towairds displacing them 
was taken when the royal justices were sent on circuit. Next, 
in 1170, under Henry ll.’s c.apable direction, the gi'cat baronial 
sheriffs were tried for malfeasance in office, .and, though influen- 
tial enough to escape formal conviction, were not influential 
enough to retain tlmir offices. They were dismissed, and re- 
placed by Exchetpier officials directly dependent upon the Crown. 
In 1194, in the next reign, it was arranged that certain ‘custo- 
dians of pleas of the Crown ’ should be elected in the counties, to 
the further ousting of the Slieritt’s from their old-time judicial 
prerogatives. Tlien came Magna Charta (1210) and forbade all 
participation by Sheriffs in the administration of the king’s jus- 
tice. Einally the tenure of the office of Sheriff, which was by that 
time little more than the chief place in the militia of the county 
and the chief ministerial office in connection with the administra* 
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tion of justice, was limited to one year. The pulling down of 
the old system was complete; fresh construction had already 
become necessary. 

.'"^Justices of the Peace. — The reconstruction ivas effected 
through the appointment of ‘Justices of the Peace.’ The expe- 
dient of ‘custodians of pleas of the Crown ’ (custodes placitorum 
soronat) elected in County Court, as substitutes for the Sheriff in 
the exercise of sundry important functions of local justice, had 
proved unsatisfactory. They, too, like the Sheriffs, were curtly 
forbidden by Magna Charta to hold any pleas of the Crown ; and 
they speedily became only the coroners we know (‘crowners’ 
Shakspere’s grave-digger in Hamlet very appropriately calls 
them), whose chief function it is to conduct the, preliminary in- 
vestigation concerning every case of sudden death from an un- 
known cause. Better success attended the experiment of Justice.^ 
of the Peace. At first ‘Conservators ’ of the peace merely, these 
officers became, by a statute passed in 1360, in the reign of Ed- 
ward III., justices also, intrusted with a certain jurisdiction over 
criminal oases, to the supplanting of the Sheriff in the last of his 
judicial functions, his right, namely, to pass judgment in his 
toum or petty court on police cases, — to apply the discipline of 
enforced order to small offences against the public peace. 

Henceforth, as it turned out, the process of providing 
ways of local government was simple enough, as legislators chose 
to conduct it. It consisted simply in charging the Justices of 
the Peace with the doing of everything that was necessary to be 
done. Slowly, piece by piece, their duties and prerogatives were 
added to, till the Justices had become immeasurably the most 
important functionaries of local government, combining in their 
comprehensive official characters almost every judicial and ad- 
ministrative power not exercised from London. Hot till the 
passage of the Local Government Act of 1888 were they relegated 
to their older and more characteristic judicial functions, and their 
administrative and financial powers transferred to another bodj^, 
the newly created County Council. 

Functions oi Justices of the Peace prior to Recent Reforms. 

— The Justice of the Peace lias been very happily de.scribed as having 

been under the old system “ the state’s man of all work.” His multifari- 



THE GOVEKXMENT OE GREAT BRITAIN. 


227 


ous duties brought him into the service (a) of the Privy Council, under 
■whose Veterinary Department he participated in the administration of 
the Acts relating to contagious cattle diseases ; (6) of tlie Home Office', 
under which he acted in governing the county constabulary, in conduct- 
ing the administration of lunatic asylums, and in visiting prisons ; (c) of 
the Board of Trade, under whose general supervision he provided and 
tested weights and measures, constructed and repaired bridges, and over- 
saw highway autliorities ; and (d) of the Local Government Board, nnder 
whose superintendence he appointed parish overseers of the poor, exer- 
cised, on appeai, a revisory power over the poor-rates, and took a certain 
part in sanitary regulation. The Justices, besides, formerly levied the 
county tax, or ‘rate,’ out of which the expenses of county business were 
defrayed ; issued licenses for the sale of intoxicating drinks (as they still 
do), for the storage of gunpowder and petroleum, and for other under- 
takings required by law to be licensed ; divided the counties into highway, 
polling, and coroner’s districts ; issued orders for the removal of paupers 
to their legal places of settlement ; fulfilled a tliousand and one adminis- 
trative fonctioiis too various to classify, too subordinate to need enumera* 
tion, now that moat of them have been transferred to the Councils. The 
trial of criminal cases, together with the ijerformance of the various func- 
tions attendant upon such a jurisdiction, always constituted, of course, 
one of the weightiest duties of their office, and is now its chief and almost 
only duty. 

“Long ago,’’ laughs Mr. Maitland, speaking before the passage 
of the Act of 1888, “long ago lawyers abandoned all Iiope of describing 
the duties of a justice in any methodic fashion, and the alphabet has 
become the only possible connecting thread. A Justice must have some- 
thing to do with ‘Railroad.s, Rape, Ratos, Recognizances, Records, and 
Recreation Grounds ’ ; with ' Pei'jury, Petroleum, Piracy, and Play- 
houses ’; with ‘Disorderly Houses, Di.ssenters, Dogs, and Drainage.”’* 

Character and Repute of the Office of Justice. — The office 
of Justice of the Peace is representative in the same sense, — not an un- 
important sense, — in which the unreformed parliaments of the early part 
of the century were representative at any rate of the county populations. 
The .Justices are appointed from among the more considerable gentry of 
the counties, and represent in a very substantial way the permanent 
interests of the predominantly nind communities over whose justice they 
preside. An interesting proof of their virtually repre.sontative character 
appears in the popularity of tlieir office during the greater part of its 
history. Amidst all the extensions of the franchise, all the remaking of 
representative institutions which this century has witnessed in England, 
the Justiceship of the Peace remained all the while practically untouched, 
because on all hands greatly respected, until the evident need to introduce 

* Justice and Police, p. 84. 
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system into local government, and the apparent desirability of systeraatiz- 
ing it in accordance with the whole policy of recent reforms in England 
‘ by extending the in-inoiple of popular representation by election to county 
government, as it had been already extemled to administration in the 
lesser areas, led to the substitution of County Councils for tlie Justices 
as the county authority in financial and administrative affairs. 

The Lord Lieutenant. — In tlio reign of Mary a ‘Lorn 
Lmitenaiit ’ took the place of the Sheriff in tlie County as hetul 
of the militia, becoming the chief representative of the Crown in 
the County, and subsequently the keeper of the county records 
(Custos Motuloriim). The Sheriff, since the completion of this 
change, has been a merely administrative officer, executing the 
judgments of the courts, and presiding over parliamentary elec;- 
tions. The command of the militia remained with the Lords 
Lieutenant until 1871, when it was vested in the Crown, — 
that is assumed by the ceuteil admini.stration. (Compare pagi'S 
220 - 22 ^.) 

The Eeform of 1888. — The reform of local administration 
proposed by the ministry of Lord Salisbury, in the spring of 1888, 
although not venturing so far as it would be necessary to go to 
introduce order and symmetry into a patch-work system, sug- 
gested some decided steps in the direction of simplification and 
coordination. The confusions of tlie existing arrangements were 
many and most serious. England was divided into counties, 
boroughs, urban sanitary districts, rural sanitary districts, poor- 
law parishes, poor-law unions, highway parishes, and school dis- 
tricts ; and tliese areas had been superimposed upon one another 
with an astonishing disregard of consistent system, — without 
either geographical or administrative coordination. The confu- 
sions to be remedied, therefore, consisted («) of the overla 2 )ping 
of the various areas of local government, the smaller areas not 
being in all cases subdivisions of the larger, but defined almost 
wholly without regard to the boundaries of any other areas ; (&) 
of a consequent lack of coordination and subordination among 
local authorities, fruitful of the waste of money and the loss of 
efficiency always resulting from confusions and duirlications of 
organization; (c) of varieties of time, method, and franchise in 
the choice of local officials; and (d) of an infinite complexity 
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in the arrangements regarding local taxation, the sums needed 
for the various purposes of local government (for the poor, for 
example, for the repair of highways, for county outlays, etc.) 
being separately assessed and separately collected, at great ex- 
pense and at the cost of a great deal of vexation to the tax- 
payer. 

The ministry at first proposed to remedy this eonfusion, 
at least in part, by largely centering administration, outside the 
greater towns, in two areas, the County and the District. Tlie 
system of poor-relief, through parishes and unions, was to be left 
untouched, but a lieginniug was to be made in unifir-ation by 
making the Counties and Districts tlie controlling organs of local 
government; provision was to be made for extensive readjust- 
ments of boundaries so tliat the smaller rural areas might be 
brought into proper relation and subordination to the larger by 
making them in all cases at leiust subdivisions of counties; liotli 
County and District were to have representative councils pre- 
sumably fitted ultimately to a.ssumo tlie whole taxing function; 
and the franchise by which these bodies were to be elected was 
to be assimilated to the simplest and broadest used in local and 
parliamentary elections. 

Only a iiortion of this reform, however, it turned out, 
coidd be got through I’arliameiit. The provisions I’elating to the 
formation of Districts were loft out, and only the county was 
reorganized. The larger boroughs were given county privileges; 
the smaller were brought into new and closer relations witli the 
reconstructed county governments. London, too, was given a 
county organization. The integration of the smaller areas of 
rural administration with the new county system was not accom- 
plished till 1894. 

• Administrative Counties and County Boroughs. — The Act, 
as passed, coordinateil Counties with what were thenceforth to 
be called ‘county boroughs.’ Ever}’ borough of not less than 
fifty thousand inhabitants at the time the Act was passed, or 
which was, before the passage of the Act, tnuited as a county (in all, 
sixty-one boroughs), was constituted .'i ‘county borough,’ and was 
formally put alongside the county in rank and privileges. This 
did not mean that these boroughs were to be given a county or- 
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ganization. Paradoxically enough, it meant just the opposite, 
that the counties were to be given an organization closely resem- 
bling that already possessed by the boroughs. The nomen- 
clature of the Act would be more correct, though possibly less 
convenient, had it called the counties ‘borough counties ’ instead 
of calling some of the boroughs ‘county boroughs.’ The measure 
has been very appropriately described as an Act to apply the 
Municipal Corporations Act of 1882, wliose main provisions date 
back as far as 1835 (page 240), to county government, with cer- 
tain relatively unimportant modifications. 

The counties designated by the Act are dubbed ‘ administrative 
counties,’ because they are not in all cases the historical counties of the 
map. In several instances counties are separated into parts for the pur- 
poses of the reorganization. Thus the East Riding of York-shire consti- 
tutes one ‘administrative county,’ the North Riding another, and the 
West Riding a third ; Suffolk and Sussex also have each an East and 
West division ; Lincoln falls apart into three administrative counties, etc. 
All boroughs of less than 60,000 inhabitants not treated as counties are more 
or less incorporated with the counties in which they lie. (See page 242.) 

The County Councils: their Constitution. — In pursuance 
of the purpose of assimilating county to borough organization, 
the counties are given representative governing assemblies com- 
posed of councillors and aldermen, presided over by a chairman 
whose position and functions reproduce those of the borough 
mayors, and possessing as their outfit of powers almost all the 
miscellany of administrative functions hitherto belonging to the 
Juistices of the Peace. There is not, it should be observed, a 
Council and a Board of Aldermen, as in American cities, but a 
single body known as the Council and composed of two classes of 
members, the one class known as Aldermen, the other as Coun- 
cillors. These two classes differ from each other, not in power 
or in function, but only in number, term, and mode of election. 
The Councillors are directly elected by the qualified voters of the 
County and hold office for a term of three years; the Aldermen 
are one-thir.d as many as the Councillors in number, are elected 
by the Councillors, either from their own number or from the 
qualified voters outside, and hold office for six years, one-half of 
their number, however, retiring every three years, in rotation. 
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This single-chambered Council of Aldermen and Councillors elects 
its own chairman, to serve for one year, and pays him such com- 
pensation as it deems sufBeient. During his year of service the 
chairman exercises the usual presidential, but no independent 
executive, powers, and is authorized to act as a Justice of the 
Peace, along with the rest of the ‘ Commission ’ of the County. 

Any one may Be elected a coimcillor who is entitled to vote in parlia- 
mentary elections and is the owner of property held by freehold, copyhold, 
leasehold or otlier tenure within the area ; and in the counties, though 
not in the boroughs, peers owning pi-operty in the county and “clerks in 
holy orders and other ministers of religion “ may be chosen to the Council. 

The number of councillora and the number of aldermen in each 
County Council (for the latter number i.s always one-thiid of the former) 
was fixed in the tirat instance by an order of tlie Local Govenmient Board, 
and is in some cases very large. Thus Lancashire has a Comicil (alder- 
men, of course, included) of 140 meinbens, the West Riding of Yorkshire 
a council of 120, Devon a council of 104. Rutland, whose Council is the 
smallest, has 28. The average is probably about 75. For the election of 
councillors the county, including such boroughs ns are not ‘ county bor- 
oughs,' is divided into electoral dietrictx, one coimcillor being chosen from 
each district. The number of tliesc districts having been determined by 
the oilier of the Local Government Boaril, their area and disposition were 
fixed in tlie first instance by Quarter Ses.sions, or, witliin the non-county 
boroughs needing division, by the borough Council, due regard being had 
to relative population and to a fair division of representation between rural 
and urban populations. The number of councillors and the boundaries 
of electoral districts may be changed by order of the Local Government 
Board upon the recommendation of the Council of a borough or county. 

Iiocal Government Francbise. — lu England, Wales, and 
Ireland the franchise for all local government areas has, by the 
Representation of the People Act of 1918, been extended to all men 
and women, of full age not subject to any legal incapacity who are 
jointly or severally occupiers as owners or tenants of any land or 
premises in a local government area, if they have so occupied for 
six months ending either on the 15tli of January or the 15th of 
July. Tenant includes lodgers in unfurnished quarters. In 
Scotland the local government franchise is enjoyed by men and 
women of full age who are owners or occupiers of lauds and 
heritages of lilO yearly value ; or inhabitant occupiers of dwelling 
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houses ; or occupiers of unfurnished lodgings of the yearly value 
of £10 ; or service occupiers. Everywhere in the United Khig- 
dom the wife of a qualified local government elector enjoys the 
franchise if she is thirty years old. 

/ Powers of the County Councils. — The Council of each 
County is a body corporate and as such may have a common seal, 
hold property, make by-laws, etc. Its by-laws, however, unless 
they concern nuisances, are subject to approval by the Secretary 
of State [the Home Secretaiy], and may be annulled by an order 
in Couneil. 

(1) The Couneil bolds and administers all county property, and 
may purcliase or lease lauds or buildings for county uses ; 

(2) With it rests the duty of maintiiining, managing, and, when 
necessary, enlarging, the pau^Jer lunatic asylums of the county, 
and of establisKiiig and niamtainiug, or contributing to, reforma- 
tory and industrial schools ; by the-Education Act of 1902 it was 
given extensive authority over education. 

(3) It is charged with maintaining county bridges, and all main 
roads in every part not specially reserved by urban authorities for 
their own management because lying within their own limits; 
and it may declare any road a main road which seems to serve as 
such, and which has been put in thorough repair, before being 
accepted by the county, by the local highway authorities; 

(4) It administers the statutes affecting the contagious diseases 
of animals, destructive insects, fish preservation, weights and 
measures, etc. ; 

(5) It appoints, pays, and may^ remove the county^ Treasurer, 
the county coroner, the public surveyor, the eounty analyst, and 
all other officers paid out of the county rates, — except the clerk 
of the Peace and the clerks of the J ustices, — including the medi 
cal health officers, though these latter function.aries report, not to 
the Council (the C(juncil receives only a copy' of their report), but 
to the Local Covernment Hoard, and the only power of the Council 
in the premises is to address to the Hoard, independently and of 
their own motion, representations as to the enforcement of the 
Public Health Acts where such repi'eseutations seem necessary : 

(6) It determines the fees of the coroner and controls the 
division of the county into coroners’ districts ; 



THB GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


233 


(7) It divides the county into polling districts also for parlia- 
mentary elections, appoints voting places, and supervises the 
registration of voters ; 

(8) It sees to the registering of places of worship, of the rules 
of scientific societies, of charitable gifts, etc. 

It is obviously impossible to classify or make .any generalised 
statement of this miscellany of powers : they must be enumerated or not 
stated at all. They are for the most part, though not altogether, the 
administrative powers formerly intrusted to the Justices of the Teace. 

The Licensing Function, being senii-jndicial, is left in most 
cases with the Justices of the I’cace; but the County Council is 
assigned the granting of licenses to music and dancing halls, to 
houses which are to be devoted to the public performance of stage 
plays, and for the keeping of explosives. 

Oddly enough, the County Council is, by another section of the 
Act of 1888, authorized to delegate its powers of licensing in the case of 
playhouses and in the case of explosives back to the .lustices again, acting 
in petty sessions. The same section also permils a similar delegation to the 
Justices of the powers exercised by the Council under the Act touching 
contagious cattle diseases. 

The Financial Powers of the (lonncil are extensive and 
important. The Council takes the place of the Justices in deter- 
mining, assessing, and levying the county, police, and hundred 
rates, in disbursing the funds so raised, and in preparing or revis- 
ing the basis or standard for the county rates ; though in this last 
matter it ai!ts subject to appeal to Quarter Sessions. It may 
borrow monej’^, “on the security of the c.ounty fund,” for the 
purpose of consolidating the county debt, purchasing property for 
the county, or undertaking permanent pidjlic works, provided it 
first obtain the consent of the Local (iovernment Hoard to the 
raising of the loan. That Hoard gives or withholds its consent 
only after a local impiiry, and, in case it assents, fixes the period 
within which the loan must be repaid, being itself limited in this 
last particular by a provision of law that the period must never 
exceed thirty years. 

If the debt of the county already exceed ten per cent, of the 
annual ratable value of the ratable property of the county, or if the pro- 
posed loan would raise it above that amount, a loan can be sanctioned 
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only by a provisional order of the Board, — an order, that is, which 
becomes valid only upon receiving the formal sanction of Parliament also, 
given by public Act. A county may issue stock, under certain limita- 
tions, if the consent of the Local Government Board be obtained. 

Additional Powers. — The Act of 1888 provides that any othei 
powers which have been conferred upon the authorities of particular locali- 
ties by special Act, and which are similar in character to those already 
vested in the County Councils, may be transferred to the proper County 
Councils by provisional order of the Local Government Board ; and also 
that a similar provisional order of that Board may confer upon a County 
Council any powers, arising within the Goxintij, which are now exercised 
by the Privy Council, a Secretary of State, the Board of Trade, the Local 
Government Board itself, or any other government department, provided 
they be powers conferred by statute and the consent of the department 
concerned be first secured. 

The County Budget At the beginning of every local 

financial year (April 1st) an estimate of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the year is submitted to the Council, and upon the basis 
of this, the Council makes estimate of the sums to be needed, 
and fixes the rates accordingly. The Council’s estimate is made 
for two six-month periods, and is subject to revision for the 
second six-month period, provided the experience of the first 
prove it necessary either to increase or decrease the amounts to 
be raised. 

Returns of the actual receipts and expenditures of each 
financial year are also made to the Local Government Board, in 
such form and with such particulars as the Board directs ; and 
full abstracts of these returns are annually laid before both 
Houses of Parliament. The county accounts are, moreover, 
periodically audited by district auditors appointed by the Local 
Government Board. The accounts of the county Treasurer are 
audited by the Council. 

Local rates are assessed exclusively upon real estate, and, 
until the passage of the Local Government Act of 1888, it was 
the habit of Parliament to make annual ‘grants in aid of the 
rates’ from the national purse, with the idea of paying out of 
moneys raised largely upon personal property some part of the 
expense of local administration. The Act of 1888 substitutes 
another arrangement. It provirles that all moneys collected from 
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certain licenses (a long list of them, from liquor licenses to licenses 
for male servants and guns), together -with four-fifths of one-half 
of the proceeds of the probate duty, shall be distributed among 
the counties from the imperial treasury, under the direction of 
the Local Government Board, for the purpose of defraying cer- 
tain specified county expenses, notably for the education of pau- 
pers and the support of pauper lunatics. 

The Police Powers, long exercised by the Justices of the 
Peace, are no'w exercised by a joint committee of Quarter Ses- 
sions and the County Council. This committee is made up, in 
equal parts, of Justices and members of the Council; elects its 
own chairman, if necessary (because of a tie vote) by lot; and 
acts, 'ivhen appointed, not as exercising delegated authority, but 
as an independent body. The term of the committeemen is, how- 
ever, determined by the bodies which choose them. 

The Parish. — Parishes there have been in England ever 
since the Christian church was established there ; but the Parish 
which now figures in English local government inherits nothing 
but its name intact from those first years of the national history. 
The church, in its first 'work of organization, used the smallest 
units of the state for the smallest divisions of its own system : 
it made the township its parish; and presently the priest was 
always to be seen going up with the reeve and the four men of the 
township to the hundred and the county courts. Only wliere the 
population was most numerous did it prove necessary to make 
the parish smaller than the townshij); only where it was least 
numerous did it seem expedient to make the parish larger than 
the tDivnship. Generally the two -were geographically coin- 
cident. During much the greater jjart of English history, too, 
citizenship and church membership were inseparable. The 
vestry, therefore, which was the assembly of church-mem- 
bers which elected the church-wardens and regulated the 
temporalities of the local church, was exactly the same body 
of persons that, when not acting upon church affairs, consti- 
tuted the township meeting. It was the village moot ‘in its 
ecclesiastical aspect.’ And when the township privihjges were, 
by feudalization, swallowed up in the manorial lights rjf the 
baronage, the vestry was all that remained of the old organiza- 
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tion of self-government; for the court, or civil assembly, of the 
township was superseded by the baron’s manorial court. But 
the church was not absorbed ; the vestry remained, and whatever 
scraps of civil function escaped the too inclusive sweep of the 
grants of jurisdiction to the barons the people were fain to enjoy 
as vestrymen. 

The Poor-law Pariah. — It was in this way that it fell 
out that the township, when acting in matters strictly non- 
ecclesiastical, came to call itself the parish, and that it becainb 
necessary to distinguish the ‘civil parish ’ from the ‘ecclesiasti- 
cal parish.’ The vestry came at last to elect, not church-wardens 
only, but way-wardens also, and assessors ; and in the sixteenth 
century (1535, reign of Henry VIII.) the church-wardens were 
charged with the relief of the poor. We are thus brought within 
easy sight of the parish of to-day. The legislation of the present 
century, which has been busy about so many things, has not 
failed to readjust the parish and in most cases, as altered by 
statute to suit the conveniences of political administration, “ the 
modern civil parish coincides neither with the ancient civil par- 
ish, nor with the ecclesiastical parish ” ; but old parochial asso- 
ciations still survive, and many of the ancient parochial duties 
connected witli the support of the poor. Until 1894 the parochial 
authority was still the ancient vestry, reduced almost to a mini- 
mum of powers, indeed, brrt not yet taken from its seat of con- 
trol. In 1894 Parliament completed the reorganization of local 
government begun in 1888 : vestries were relegated, at any rate 
in all rural districts, to the exercise of ecclesiastical functions 
alone; and the parishes, with a new democratic organization, 
became once more the vital units of local self-government. 

■ The Reform of 1894. — All the legislation attempted in 
England during the present century with regard to local govern- 
ment, whether its object was first construction or reform, has 
carefully observed the difference between ‘rural ’ and ‘urban ’ 
areas; and the law of 1894 is no exception to the rule. The 
parishes which lie within the limits of boroughs or within the 
limits of those more thickly settled areas which, though without 
borough organization, are yet distinguished by the law as ‘urban ’ 
in their means of local government (page 239), are not directly 
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fcfEected by the Act. But the organization and action of the mrai 
parishes are revolutionized. They are made self-governing com- 
munes, with a very notable list of powers and privileges. 

Every rural parish, great or small, has now its primary 
assembly, its meelhnj, of which every person of legal age 

in the parish, man or woman, is a member who is a qualified local 
goveriiment elector. Tii jiarishes which have less than three 
hundred inhabitants the meeting is the actual governing 

body, unless the (louiitv tiouni-il sees fit, witli the consent of the 
parish elee.tors, to set up a jitirinJi cnuncil; liut in parishes which 
have a population of inoi'e than three hundred ii parish council of 
from five to fifteen members, — the (Jounty t!ouneil determines 
the number in eacli ease, — is given cliarge of affairs, and the 
parish meeting exercises only the functions of electing councillors, 
consenting to the larger sorts of loans, and voting upon the adop- 
tion and operation of (tertain statutes, known as tlie ‘adoptive 
acts,’ which Parliament has left it to them to adopt and act upon 
or not as they please. Tliese are the statutes with regard to 
street lighting and watching, the establisliment of baths and 
wash-houses, the undertaking of certain public, improvements, 
the foundation of juiblic, libraries, and like matters. AVomen, 
whether married or single, are eligible, foi- election to the parish 
councils, and even to the (thairmanship of those bodies. The term 
of a parish council is three years. 

Parishes which are governed hy a parish meeting only, without a 
cnuncil, usually appoint ouc or more executive committees for the actual 
work of administration ; ami, if they accept tlie ‘ adoptive ’ acts men- 
tioned in the last paragrajih, they elect commissioners to carry them into 
execution ; but in very many cases the County Councils have given these 
small parishes councils, and where there are councils they are the execu- 
tive agents of the parish in practically every sort of business. 

The chairman of a parish council is ex officio a Justice of the Peace 
for the county in which he resides ; and this feature of the law has, in 
view of the very large number of parishes in every county, radically 
changed the character of the commission of the peace. Any one may 
be a parish councillor, and any one may be a chairman of a parish 
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council who can he a ineiubei- of a, parish meeting (page 237), and a seat 
on the county bench of Justices is consequently no longer by any means 
the exclusive possession of countty gentlemen. 

The parish councillors are elected in parish meeting, by a mere 
show of hands, — unless a formal poll be demanded. No elector, what- 
ever his property or interest, can cast more than one vote in any one 
parish ; but those who have the requisite pi-operty qualification in more 
than one parish can be registered, and can vote in every parish in which 
they can prove the possession of the requisite amount of property. Mar- 
' ried -womeu cannot qualify, however, upon the same property upon which 
their husbands have qualified. 

Parochial Powers. — The parish councils (or the parish 
meetings, as the case may be) exercise a miscellany of powers 
variously distributed, until 1894, amongst vestries, church-war- 
dens, overseers of the poor, and commissioners of various sorts 
and functions. A parish council is a body corporate, and as 
such owns and manages the property of the parish. It may ac- 
quire property by gift or purchase, — not merely for the erection 
of parochial buildings and other directly parochial uses, but also 
for the establishment and maintenance of recreation grounds, and 
for the purpose of making allotments at a fixed rental to such 
residents of the parish as may wish to acquire holdings. It has 
control of the water supply of the parish, and is the local sani- 
tary authority; it can acquire, maintain, or change public rights 
of way; it maintains the highways and the enclosed burial 
grounds of the parish; and it provides for the prevention and ex- 
tinguishment of fires. It fixes the local assessment and tax rate, 
on appeal; prepares the parish register; and appoints the over- 
seers and assistant overseers of the poor, who assess the poor rates 
and make out the jury lists and the lists of parliamentary and 
county voters. The right to appoint the overseers was taken 
over from the Justices of the Peace. 

Supervision. — The County Councils are given supervisory charge 
of tlie new system of pari.sii government. Tliey group or divide the par- 
ishes for action under tiie iaw, in their discretion ; they may create or dis- 
solve parish councils in tlie smnlier parishes ; they determine the number 
of members in each parish council,' supervise the action of the parish coun- 
cils in the matter of loans and hind allotments ; regulate in some degree 
the custody and preservation of the parish books and documents ; and iu 
many other ways stand superintendent over their exercise of powers. 
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Urban parishes are for the most part unaffected by the Act of 
1894, and still act in civil as well as in church matters through their ves- 
tries, as of old. 

The Rural District. — Before 1894 the rural parishes 
were grouped in poor-law Unions, governed, in sundry other 
matters as well as in the care of the poor, by a Board of Guar- 
dians. Various Highway Boards, too. Burial Boards, Bath Com- 
missioners, Library Commissioners, and Public Improvement 
Boards, acted for the parishes singly or in groups in the several 
special matters committed to their direction. The Act of 1894 
substituted ‘Rural Districts’ for the Unions, gave to each Dis- 
trict an administrative Council, and united in the hands of that 
Council the various local functions hitherto dispersed and sepa- 
rated. The District Council is elected for a term of three years 
(as the Board of Guardians was), and is charged with the general 
oversight and conduct of all business affecting the common inter- 
ests of the parishes embraced within this District in matters of 
local government. It takes the place of the old Board of Guar- 
dians in the administration of the poor law, and is the general 
highway, sanitary, and administrative body of the District. Its 
members are elected by the parishes in parish meeting, and any 
one may be chosen who is a parochial elector in one of the par- 
ishes of the District, or who has resided in the District for a 
twelvemonth preceding the election. The chairman of a District 
Council, like the chairman of ajjam/t council, is ex officio a Jus- 
tice of the Peace for the county. 

The Urban District. — The urban parishes, outside incor- 
porated boroughs, are also grouped into Districts, each with its 
administrative Council, and to these Councils are assigned much 
the same powers as those which are exercised by the Councils of 
the rural Districts, except that they do not constitute the poor- 
law authority of the District. That is still, in the urban Dis- 
tricts, a distinct and separate Board of Guardians, selected for the 
purpose. The Local Government Board may, in its discretion, 
confer upon Urban District Councils, by order, any or all of 
the powers of rural parish councils, however, and so render 
them the most important administrative authorities for theii 
area. 



240 THE fiOA’^ERXMEXT ,OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

Women are eligible to serve upon District Councils as well aa 
upon parish councils, and arc eligible also to be chosen chairmen ; though 
a woman, if chairman, is not entitled to act ns a Justice of the Peace. 

The County Councils have a certain very considerable supervisory 
power over both Rural and Urban District Councils, fixing or altering the 
number of Councillors, hearing appeals from the parishes against their 
action or default, etc. 

x-.^/'ittunioipal Corporations. — The constitution of those Eng- 
lish towns which have fully developed municipal organizations 
rests upon the Municipal Corporations Act of 1835 and its vari- 
ous amendments, as codified in an Act of 1882 of the same name. 
This latter Act is, in its turn, in some degree altered by the Local 
Government Act of 1888. If the inhabitants of any place wish 
to have it incorporated as a municipality, they must address a 
petition to that effect to the Privy Council. • Notice of such a 
petition must be sent to the Council of the county in which the 
place is situate and also to the Local Government Board. The 
Privy Council will appoint a committee to consider the petition, 
who will visit the place from which the petition comes and there 
see and hear for themselves the arguments pro and con. All 
representations made upon the subject by either the County 
Council or the Local Government Board must also be considered. 

Generally there is considerable local opposition either to such a 
petition being offered or to its being granted when offered ; for the govern- 
ment of the place is usually already in the liaiuts of numerous local author- 
ities of one kind or .another who do not relish the idea of being extin- 
guished ; and there are always, besides, persons who do not care to lake 
part in bearing the additional expenses of a more elaborate organization. 

If the petition be granted, the Privy Council issues a 
charter of incorporation to the place, arranging for the extinction 
of competing local .authorities, setting the limits of the new 
municipality, determining the number of its councillors, and 
often even marking out its division into wards. 

Once incorporated, tlie town bikes its constitution ready- 
made from the Act under whose sanction it petitioned for incor- 
poration. That Act provides that the borough shall be governed 
by a mayor, aldermen, and (iouncillors. The councillors hold 
office for a term of three years, due-third of their number going 
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out, ill rotation, every year. There are always added to the 
councillors one-third as many aldermen elected hy the coun- 
cillors for a term of six years, one-half of their number retir- 
ing from office every three years, hy rotation. The mayor is 
elected by the Oouncil, — by the aldermen and councillors, 
that is, who constitute but a single body, — holds office for 
one year only, and, unlike the councillors and aldermen, receives 
a salary. 

Judicial Status of Boroughs. — Whatever powers are 
not specifically granted to a municipality remain with iireviously 
constituted authorities. The j\ruiiicipal Corporations Act does 
not provide for the e.xercise of judicial powers by the authorities 
of a borough by virtue of their separate incorporation. Unless 
additional special provision is made to the contrary, a munici- 
pality remains, for the purposes of justice, a part of the county. 
By petition, however, it may obtain an additional ‘ commission of 
the peace’ for itself, or even an independent Court of Quarter 
Sessions. 

Either, then, (a) a borough contents itself in judicial matters 
with the jurisdiction of the c.onnty Justices; or (6) it obtains 
the appointment of additional Justices of its own, wdio are, how'- 
ever, strictly, members of the couutj’ commission and can hold 
no separate Court of Quarter Sessions ; or (c) it acquires the 
privilege of having Quarter Sessions of its own. 

In the latter case a professional lawyer is appointed by the 
Crown, under the title of lle<!order, to whom is given the power 
of two Justices acting together and the exclusive riglit to hold 
Quarter Sessions, — who is made, as it rvere, a multiple .fustice of 
the Peace. 

Boroughs which have a separate commission of the peace are 
known as “counties of towns”; those which have independent 
Quarter Sessions as “ quarter sessions boroughs.” Every mayor 
is ex officio Justice of the Peace, and continues to enjoy that office 
for one year after the expiration of his term as mayor. This is 
true even when his borough has no separate commission of the 
peace. 
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County Boroughs. — In every borough the mayor, alden 
men, and councillors, who sit together as a single body, constitute 
the ‘Council ’ of the corporation; and the powers of the Council, 
if the borough be a ‘County Borough,’ are very broad indeed. 
Since the passage of the Local Government Act of 1888, it is 
necessary to distinguish, in the matter of powers, several classes 
of boroughs. ‘County Boroughs’ stand apart from the counties 
in which they lie, for all purposes of local government, as com- 
pletely as the several counties stand apart from each other. Ex- 
cept in the single matter of the management of their police force, 
they may not even arrange with the county authorities for merg- 
ing borough with county affairs. Their Councils may be said, in 
general terms, to have, within the limits of the borough, all the 
powers once belonging to the county Justices except those strictly 
judicial in their nature, all the sanitary powers of urban sanitary 
authorities, and powers of school administration, — all regulative 
and administrative functions except those of the poor-law Unions 
into which urban parishes are still grouped. In the case of these 
‘ county boroughs,’ all powers conferred upon counties are powers 
conferred upon them also. 

If the Council of any horongh or of a county make representation 
to the Local Government Board that it is desirable to constitute a borough 
which ha.s come to have a population of not less than fifty thousand a 
‘ county borough,’ tlie Board shall, unless there be some .special reason to 
the contrary, hold a local iiKpiiry and provide for the gift of county status 
to the borough or not as they think best. If they order the borough con- 
stituted a ‘ County borough,' the order is provisional merely, and must be 
confirmed by Parliament. 

Other Boroughs. — Boroughs which have not been put in 
the same rank with counties and given full privileges of self-ad- 
niiuistration as ‘county borough.s,’ fall into three classes in respect 
of their governmental relations to the counties in which they lie : 

(1) Those which have their own Quarter Sessions and whose 
population is ten thousand or more. These constitute for several 
purposes of local government parts of the counties in which they 
are situate. The main roads which pass through them are oared 
for bj'- the county authorities, unless within twelve months after 
the date at which the Act of 1888 went into operation (or after 



THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


243 


the date at which any road was declared a ‘main road ’) the 
urban authorities specially reserved the right to maintain them 
separately. They contribute to the county funds for the pay- 
ment of the costs of the assizes and judicial sessions held in them. 
They send members, too, to the County Council. Their repre- 
sentatives, however, cannot vote in the County Council on ques- 
tions affecting expenditures to which the parishes of the borough 
do not contribute by assessment to the county rates. Beyond 
the few matters thus mentioned, they are as independent and 
as self-sufficient in their organization and powers as the ‘county 
boroughs ’ themselves. 

(2) Boroughs which have separate Quarter Sessions but wliose ' 
population numbers less than ten thousand. These are made bj' 
the Act of 1888 to yield to the Councils of the counties in which 
they lie the powers once exercised by their own Councils or Jus- 
tices in respect of the maintenance and management of pauper 
lunatic asylums, their control of coroners, their appointment of 
analysts, their part in the maintenance and management of re- 
formatory and industrial schools, and in the administration of the 
Acts relating to fish conservation, explosives, and highways and 
locomotives. 

(3) Boroughs which have not a separate court of Quarter Ses- 
sions and whose population is under ten thousand are for all 
police purposes parts of the counties in which they are situate, 
and have, since 1888, been, for all save a few of the more exclu- 
sively local matters of self-direction, merged in the counties, in 
whose Councils they are, of course, like all other parts of the 
counties, represented. 

Every borough has its own paid Clerk and Treasurer, who are 
appointed by the Council and hold office during its pleasure, besides 
“such other ofiiceis as have usually been appointed in the borough, or as 
the Council tliink necessary.” If a boi-ough have its own Quarter Ses- 
sions, it has also, as incident to that Court, its own Clerk of the Peace and 
its own Coroner. 

The Financial Power's of a municipal Council are in all cases 
strictly limited as regards the borrowing of money. “In each instance, 
when a loan is required by a municipal corporation, the controlling au- 
thority [the Local Government Boanl] i.s to be applied to for its consent. 
A local inquiry, after due notice, is then held, and if the loan is approved, 
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a temi oi years over wliicU tlie repayment is to extend is fixed by the 
central authority.”^ The same powers are exercised by the Local Gov- 
ernment Board with regard to the larger loans of parish and district Coun- 
cils also. 

“ The accounts of most local authorities are now audited by the 
Local Government Board, but boroughs are exempt from this jurisdiction. 
The audit is conducted by three borough auditors, two elected by the 
burgesses, called elective auditors, one appointed by the mayor, called the 
mayor’s auditor.” “ 

Boroughs and Urban Bistricts. — The difference between 
boroughs and urban districts is not at all a difference of size, — 
boroughs range from a few hundred to half a million inhabitants 
and urban districts from a few hundred to a hundred thousand ; ® 
it has hitherto been a difference, apparently, of local preference, 
rather, and of legal convenience. The boundaries of a borough, 
when once fixed by a charter of incorporation, could, until the 
passage of the Act of 1888, be altered only by a .special Act of 
Parliament : it was much easier to apply to the Local Govern- 
ment Board, which could of its own authority create what was 
then known as an Urban Sanitary District. As towns already 
incorporated grew, therefore, the added portions became inde- 
pendently incorporated as Urban Sanitary Districts, and thus 
the town was pieced out. One writer was able to say, in 1882, 
“Ifowhere, from one end of England to the other, do we find 
an instance (Nottingham alone excepted) of a large borough 
which is municipally self-contained, and consequently self-gov- 
erning.” “ 

In tlie Loc.al Government Act of 1888 it was provided that the 
bouiidarie.s of a borougli niigUt be altered by provisional order of the 
Local Government Board, upon the address of the borough Council. 
This order, being provisional, must receive the saimtion of Parliament, 
and is made only after local inquiry. Tlie proceedings, therefore, for 
changing the boundaries of a borough were still left much more elaborate 
and difficult than the free action of the Local Goveriiuieut Board with 
reference to urban districts. 

Central Control of Urban Autboritiea. — Full municipal cor- 
porations look partly (in the matter of sanitary regulation, for example,) 

)Bmice, Cobdeii Club Essays, 1882, p. 283; title, “Municipal Boroughs 
and Urban Districts.” -Chalmei-s, p.'87. ^ Buiice, p. 298. 
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to the Local Government Board as a central authority exercising powers 
of supervision, partiy (in the management of tiie constabuiary, for in- 
stance,) to the Homo Olhco, and partiy (if seaports) to the Boaivl of 
Trade. Urban Districts, however, have but a single central authority set 
over them, tlie Local Government Board. 

London. — Tlie metropolis was, until the passage of the 
Act of 1888, the unsolved problem, the unregenerate monster, 
of local government in England. The vast aggregation of houses 
and population known by the world as ‘ London,’ spreading its 
unwieldy bulk over parts of the three counties of Middlesex, 
Surrey, and Kent, consisted of the City of London, a small cor- 
poration at its centre confined within almost forgotten boundaries, 
still possessing and belligerently defending medimval privileges 
and following medimval types of organization and procedure, and, 
romid about this ancient City as a nucleus, a congeries of hundreds 
of old parishes and new urban districts made from time to time 
to meet the needs of newly grown portions of the inorganic mass. 
This heterogeneous body of medimval trade guilds, vestries, and 
sanitary authorities had been in some sort bound together since 
1855 by a Metropolitan Board of Works which exercised certain 
powers over the whole area outside the ‘ City.’ 

The Local Government Act of 1888 made of the metrop- 
olis, not a ‘county borough,’ but a county, — the ‘Administra- 
tive County of Loudon ’ — with its own Lord Lieutenant, Sheriff, 
and (Commission of the Peace, as well as its own Council. Its 
numerous parishes were left to act, as formerly, under their sev- 
eral vestries ; and the Act of 1894 gave to those vestries the 
same constitution and substantially the same powers that are 
elsewhere in the kingdom possessed by the Urban District Coun- 
cils (page 2.89). The London Government Act of 1899 still further 
consolidated and coordinated the administration by creating 
twenty-eight inetrojmlitan boroughs, each with its own mayor, 
aldermen, and councillors, with sj)ecially defined powers, which, 
in the matter of finance, are considerably limited. The ‘ City ’ 
is still left to occupy its separate place in the great metropolitan 
county as a quarter sessions borough not enjoying separate county 
privileges, — with some limitations special to its case. 
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The number of councillors in the London County Council is 
fixed at twice the number of members returned to Parliament at 
the time of the passage of the Act of 1888 by the various con- 
stituencies of the metropolitan area. The councillors, thus, number 
118. The Council of the Metro]3olis is put upon an exceptional 
footing with regard to its q^uota of aldermen. The aldermen are 
to be one-sixth, instead of one-third, as many as the councillors. 
The total membership of the London Council is, therefore, 137. 

Central Control. — The plan of central control in Eng- 
land is manifestly quite indigenous. The central government is 
not present in local administration in the person of any superin- 
tending official like the French Prefect (pages 167, 168, 170), or 
any dominant board like the ‘Administration’ of the Prussian 
Government District (pages 480-481). There has, indeed, been 
developing in England a marked tendency to bring local author- 
ities more and more under the supervision in important matters 
of the government departments in London, — a tendency which 
has led to the concentration, since 1871, in the hands of the Local 
Government Board of various powers once scattered among such 
authorities as the Homo Office, the Privy Council, etc. But this 
tendency, which is towards control, has not been towards een- 
tralization. It has, so far, not gone beyond making the ad- 
vice of the central authority always accessible by local officers 
or bodies, and its consent necessary to certain classes of local 
undertakings. The central government has not itself often 
assumed powers of origination or initiative in local affairs. Even 
where the Local Government Board is given completest power 
the choice of the officers who are to put its regulations into force 
is generally left with the ratepayers in the districts concerned. 
Thus the authority of the Board over the Guardians of the Poor 
is complete ; but the Guardians are elected in the parishes. Its 
authority in sanitary matters makes its directions imperative as 
to the execution of the Public Health Acts ; but in many cases 
the local health officers are appointees of the local bodies. The 
by-laws enacted by the county authorities, unless they affect 
nuisances, may be annulled by an order in Council ; in the matter 
of borrowing money, too, local autliorities are narrowly bound by 
the action of the Local Government Board ; and its assent to 
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propositions to raise loans is seldom given without very thorough, 
inquiry and without good reason shown. But all these are func- 
tions of system, so to say, rather tlian of centralization. Coordi- 
nation in methods of poor-relief is sought, that relief being given 
under national statutes, and the cooperation of central with local 
judgment in financial matters, local debts constituting a very 
proper subdivision of national finance. But the spirit in which 
the control is exercised, as well as the absence of i)ermanent 
ofiicials representing the central authority in local government, 
and even of permanent instrumentalities for the administration of 
financial advice, besiDeak a system of cooperation and advice rather 
than of centralization. 

Local Government in Scotland. — An Act of 1889 ex- 
tended to Scotland a system of county government substantially 
the same as that created for England by the Act of 1888 ; and the 
Act of 1894 put parish crnmeils like those of England into the 
place formerly held by parochial Boards, and erected a separate 
Local Government Board for Scotland, of whidi the Secretary for 
Scotland was made President. 

The Goverxiient of the Exoia.sii Colonie.s. 

English Colonial Expansion. — Doubtless the most sig- 
nificant and momentous fact of modern history is the wide diffu- 
sion of the English race, the sweep of its coinmerce, the dominance 
of its institutions, its imperial control of the destinies of half 
the globe. When, by reason of the closing of the old doors of 
the East by the Turk and the consequent turning about of Europe 
to face the Atlantic instead of the iMediterranean, England was 
put at the front instead of at the back of the nations of the Con- 
tinent, a profound revolution was prepared in the polities of the 
world. England soon defeated Holland and Spain and Portugal, 
her rivals for the control of the Atlantic and its new continents ; 
and steadily, step by step, she has taken possession of almost 
every new land worth the having in wliatever quarter of the 
globe. With her conquests and her settlers have gone also her 
institutions, until now her people everywhere stand for types of 
free men, her institutions for models of free government 
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En g lish Colonial Policy. — It was only by slow degrees, 
however, that England learned the right ijolicy towards her colo- 
nies. She began, as Eoiiie did, by regardmg her possessions as 
estates, to be fanned for her own selfish benefit. Nothing less 
than the loss of America sufficed to teach her how short-sighted 
such a iDolicy was. Hut, unlike Home, she was fortunate enough 
to lose the best part of her possessions without being herself 
overwhelmed ; and even after the loss of America time and op- 
portunity offered for the building up of another colonial empire 
scarcely less great. 

Towards her present colonies her policy is most liberal ; for 
the England of the ijresent day is a very different England from 
that which drove America into rel)ellion. Even the notable 
lesson emphasized in the loss of America would not have sufficed 
to bring England to her senses touching her true interests in the 
colonies, had she not herself speedily thereafter been brought by 
other carrses to a change of heart. The movements of opinion 
which stirred her to religious revival, to prison reform, to en- 
lightened charity, to the reform of parliamentary representation, 
to a general social and ijolitical regeneration, stirred her also, no 
doubt, to vouclisafe to her colonists full rights as Englishmen. 

Lord Durham in Canada. — The turning point was 
reached in 18.')7, when a rebellion broke out in Lower Canada. 
Lower Canada was Erench Camula. Its government, like the 
govjrnments of the Ameriisui sfeites south of it in their own 
colonial times, eonsi.sted of an Executive, a Legislative Council 
nominated liy the Crown, and a legislative chamber elected by 
the colonists. The eoloiii.sts had been exas^jerated by just such 
arbitrariness and lack of symjjatliy on the part of the Goverimr 
and his Council, and just such efforts to make the salaries and 
the maintenance of the judicial officers of the colonj'^ independent 
of the appropriations voted by the popular assembly, as hud 
hastened the separation of the United States from England ; and 
at last rebellion had been made to speak the demands of the colo- 
nists for constitutional reform. The rehellion was put down, hut 
the defeated colonists were not treated us they would have been 
in 1776. A royal eominissioiicr was seat out to them from the 
mother country to redn-ss their grievances hy lilieral measures of 
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concession and reform. This commissioner was Lord Durham. 
He spoiled his mission by well-meant but arbitrary conduct which 
was misunderstood at home, and he was recalled ; but his report 
upon the condition of Canada and the measures necessary for 
her pacification may justly l)e called the fountain head of all that 
England has since done for the betterment of government in her 
colonies. Lord Durham recommended nothing less than complete 
self-government, with interference from England in nothing but 
questions immediately and evidently affecting imperial interests. 
1847 saw independent responsible self-government completely es- 
talDlished in Canada, and subsequent j^eurs have seen it extended 
to all the llritish colonies ciipable of self-direction. 

The Self-governing Colonies. — The English colonics, as 
at present organized, may be roughly classified in two groiqis as 
(n.) Self-goveriiiiig and (6) Crown colonies. The self-goveming 
colonies are five in number; namely, tianada, Newfoundland, 
the Commonwealth of Australia, the Union of South Africa, 
and New Zealand. In all of those there is practically complete 
independence of legislation in all matters not directly touching 
imperial interests: and in all there is full responsible govern- 
ment, — government, that is, through ministers rcsjumsible to 
representatives of the people for their policy and for all executive 
acts, because chosen from and representing the majority in the 
])opular chamber. In Tasmania, and the Commonwealth of 
Australia, both branches of the legislature are elected ; in the 
otlier.s the upper chamber is nominated by the Executive save in 
the Union of South Africa, where it is partly a]ipointed and 
partly elected. Hut the origin of the upper chamber does not 
affect the full responsibility of the ministers or the ju-actically 
comj)lete self-direction of the colony. 

The Government of Canada. — In 1840 rarliamcnt pro 
vided by Act for the union of Ujipcr and Lower Canada (norv the 
provinces of Ontario and Queljec) uimn a basis suggested by Lord 
Durham’s report ; but the legislative union of these two provinces, 
the one English, the other almost wholly Erench, was ill-advised 
and proved provisional only. Although an Act of 1854 granted 
to the united colonies a government as nearly as might be mod- 
elled upon the government of England herself, no satisfactory 
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basis of self-government was reached until, by the ‘ British North 
America.Act ’ of 1867, the colonies were at once se^jarated and re- 
integrated by means of a federal constitution. That Act is the 
present constitution, of. the ‘Dominion of Canada.’ Under that 
constitution the nine provinces now comprised within the Do- 
minion, namely, Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Manitoba, British Columbia, Prince Edward Island, Alberta, and 
Saskatchewan, ha^ each a separate parliament and administra- 
tion. In each a Lieutenant-Governor presides ; in each, as in the 
Dominion itself, there is a ministry responsible for its policy and 
executive acts to a parliament fully ec^uipped for self-direction in 
local affairs. 

The provisions of the British North America Act were drafted 
in Canada and accepted by the Parliament in England without 
alteration. In the division of powers which they make between 
the government of the Dominion and the governments of the 
several provinces, they differ very radically in character from 
the provisions of our own federal constitution. Our constitution 
grants certain specified powers to the. general government and 
reserves the rest to the states ; the British North America Act, 
on the contrary, grants certain specified powers to the provinces 
and reserves all others to the government of the Dominion. 
Among the powers thus reserved to the federal government is 
ithat of enaeting all criminanaws. 

In all the provinces except Quebec and Nova Scotia the legis- 
lature consists of but a single house. 

The government of the Dominion is for the most jpart a very 
fiiithful reproduction of the government of the mother country. 
The Crown is represented by the Governor-General, who acts 
in the administration of the colony as the Crown acts in the 
administration of the kingdom, through responsible ministers, 
and whose veto upon legislation is never used, though bills about 
whose bearing upon imperial policy there were serious doubts 
have been reserved for the approval of the king iiuCouncil (that 
is, of the ministry of the day in England).’ The ‘ Cabinet’ is a 
body unknown to the written constitution, but it comprises those 


Only one such hill hns been refused the Royal assent. 
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members of the Privy GouncQ who are also members of Parlia- 
ment who for the time being represent the views and policies of 
the majority in the popular house of the legislature, leading that 
house in legislation, and in all its functions following the j)rece- 
dents of responsible cabinet government established in England. 
The legislature consists of two houses, the Senate and the House 
of Commons. The Senate consists of ninety-six members nom i- 
nated for life 1)^ the Gover nor-Ixeneral, — that is, in effect, 
appointed by the Dominion mimaters ; for in the composition of 
the Senate, as in the creation of peers at home, the advice of the 
ministers is decisive.i Each Senator must be at least thirty 
years of age, must reside in the province for which he is ap- 
pointed, and must possess therein property, real or personal, to 
the value of four thousand dollars. The House of Commons 
conmsfs'of two hundred and twenty-one members elected from 
the several provinces, for a term of five years, upon the basis of 
one representative for every 22,688 inhabitants, it being under- 
stood, however, that Quebec shall never have less than sixty-five 
members. 

The eighteen ministers composing the cabinet are, the Prime 
Minister and President of the Council, Secretary of State, Min- 
ister of Trade and ('ommerce, Ministers of Justice, Marine and 
Fisheries, Kail ways and Canals, Militia and Defence, Finance, 
Agriculture, Public Works, Interior, Labor, Customs, Inland 
Kevenue, Solicitor-General, Postmaster-General, and two min- 
isters without portfolios. 

The distribution of representation in the Dominion House of 
Commons is at present as follows ; Ontario has 92 members, 
Quebec 65, Nova Scotia 20, New P>runswick 14, Manitoba 7, 
British Columbia 6, Prince Edward Island 5, and the North West 
Territories 4. The representatives are elected by a franchise 
based upon a small property qualification. i'f.-.'i- • 

The Parliament of the Dominion may be dissolved by the Gov- ' 
ernor-General upon the advice of the ministers, and a new Election 

* The power is reserved to the sovereign, upon recommend.atioii of the 
Governor-General, to direct that four or eiglit members be added to the 
Senate from the four divisions of Canada equally, but this power has never 
been exercised. 
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held, as in England, when an appeal to the constituencies is 
deemed necessary or desirable. 

The Commonwealth of Australia. 

History of Federation. — The early settlements in Aus- 
tralia, treated as little more than convict stations, were ruled by the 
Governor as he pleased, but as early as 1823 the need for a legis- 
lative body in New South Wales was met by vesting this function 
in an appointed GounoU. In 1842 the principl e of ren resentatioii 
was introduced into the Council, though one-third of its number 
remained appointive, and in 1850 two houses were substituted 
for the single Council and responsible government .was introdiiewl 
at the same time. A s the other colonies in Australia grew in po] )ii- 
lation, representative institutions and resiionsiblo government 
were introduced, the last colony to complete the process being 
Western Australia in 1890. The six colonies, New South Wales, 
Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, Queensland, and Western 
Australia, wore all in possession of substantially identical forms 
of government, consisting of a Governor .appointed by the Crown 
I and advised by a Council, composed in part by the ministers ol' 
I the day, and of a dual legislative body, the Parliament, to which 
the ministers ivere resiwnsible. The constitutions of all the 
colonies were originally framed in the colonies, and suhsiMpiently 
enacted, with amendments, by the Parliament at Westminster. 

Trade and the customs formed from the beginning a strong in- 
centive toward federation, and in 1873 tire Imperial Parliament 
removed the legal bars which had made a Customs Union im- 
possible, yet the divergent economic interests and tariff policies 
of the colonies stood in the way. The Federal Council of 
Australasia Act, passed by Parliament in 1885, created a Council 
with limited powers to deal with certain common interests in the 
South Pacific. There was no executive or judicial power created 
by the Act, and the Council lacked the power to raise revenue or 
expend money. Membership in the Council was optional. Vet 
the Council legislated with respect to a number of matters, and 
contmued in existence till 1899. 

The sentiment in favor of federation had been steadily gaining. 
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and in 1887 tlie question of defence added its weigiit when, at the 
Imperial Conference at London, Australia as a whole agp.’eed to 
furnish an annual subsidy of d8 226,000 towards the expense of a 
separate squadron on the Australian station. Conferences were 
held in 1890 and 1891, in which resolutions were passed laying 
down the basis on which federation should take place ; but it was 
not until 1897 that a convention assembled at Adelaide to frame 
a federal constitution. The proposed constitution was then sub- 
mitted to the legislatures of the colonies, and after consideration 
by them, the convention reassembled at Sydney to consider the 
changes which had been suggested. 

The larger colonies demanded that greater consideration should 
be given to population, and tlie smaller colonies sought to preserve 
their autonomy. The position and mode of election of the Senate 
was the source of the greatest dillerenoe of opinion, but hnally a 
draft was agreed upon which, when submitted to the colonies, 
failed of ratilication. Subsequently compromises were made to 
meet the obiectioiis, chieliy of New South Wales, and live colo- 
nies accepted the i)ropose(l constitution by popular vote. It was 
then forwarded to the Imperial Parliament for enactment. 
IVestern Australia, which had held aloof, asked for the right j 
to- join the federation, and in 1900 Parliament passed the.' 
Commonwealth of Australia Act. By ])roc]amatiou the date 
of the establishment of the Commonwealth was fixed as January 
1, i901. 

The Constitution. — The Constitution is an Act of the Im- 
perial Parliament, ami is in legal theory subject to change by that 
body whenever it chooses, though in inuetice it i.s not probable that 
any changes would be made which were contrary to the wishes of 
the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth differs from Canada in 
its fundamentals ; in the latter the provinces are far less inde- 
pendent of the TJomiuion government than are the states of the 
Commonwealth ; as jiroviiices they have no participation or 
representation in the central government whereas in the former 
the separate cliaracter of the states finds rejjresentation in the 
Senate, as in the case of the United States. Moreover, the 
powers of the Commoinvcalth are delegated, while in Canada it is 
the government of the Dominion which possesses the reservoir of 
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powers, and the provinces have only those .powers.. which Inive 
been granted to them. In Canada the lieutenant-governors of 
the provinces are appointed by the Governor-Gengjal, in Aus- 
tralia the governors of the states are appointed by the Crown. 
In short, Australia is far more of a federal state than is 
Canada. 

The Executive. — The Executive of the Commonwealth 
is vested in a Governor-General, appointed by the King, and his 
power extends to the maintenance of the Constitution and the 
laws of the Commonwealtli, but inasmuch as responsible gov- 
ernment exists in the Commonwealth as it had existed and still 
exists in the individual states, the real executive p,o.wer is vested 
in the ministry, which is responsible to Parliament. The min- 
istry constitute the Governor-General’s Executive Council, whose 
advice he must accept. The following ministries have been estab- 
lished in the Commonwealth : External Affairs, Attorney-General, 
Home Affairs, Treasury, Trade and Customs, Defence, and the 
Postmaster-General. There have also been ministers without 
portfolio. 

Instability of Ministries. — Both in the Commonwealth and 
in the individual states changes of ministries have been frequent, 
due to the absence of questions on which parties could divide on 
party lines. The Labor party is the only one which is effec- 
tively organized. There is a conspicuous absence of loyalty to 
party leaders, and as a result ministries are weak and easily 
overthrown. In the states the small size of the Parliament 
makes government more difficult, since the absence of a mem- 
ber or two in a small House may result in the overthrow of a 
government. 

The Parliament. — The Parliament of the Commonwealth 
is composed of a Senate and a House of liepresentatives. Until 
Parliament shall otherwise provide, th e Senate is comnosed of 
six senators from each of the original st^.te sj diTeittly chosen b y 
the people of each st ate. The number of senators may be in- 
creased or diminished, but the uumber of senators from each of 
the original states may not l)e less than six, and the equality of 
their representation must be maintained. The term of senators 
is six years, and one-half retire every three years. A senator 
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must be . twenty-one years of age, a native-born or naturalized 
citizen, and if the latter, he must have been a citizen at least five 
years ; he must be entitled to vote at the election of members of 
the House of Representatives and have been for three years a 
resident of the Commonwealth; also he must not be under cer- 
tain legal disabilities. 

The membership of the House of Representatives is seventy- v 
five, of whom 27 are from Hew South Wales, 22 from Victoria, 

9 from Queensland, 7 from South Australia, and 5 each from 
Western Australia and Tasmania. The term of members is three 
years, unless sooner terminated by dissolution. 

The powers of Parliament are fixed by the Constitution, iind 
extend in general to all powers affecting the common interests 
of all the states. Except with respect to finance bills, the Senate 
and the House have equal power over legislation. All hills for 
raising revenue or appropriating money must originate in the 
House and cannot be amended by the Senate, but such bills may 
be returned to the House by message with the request for the 
omission or amendment of any items. The House may or may not 
iwjcept the suggestions, as it sees fit. With respect to other legis- 
lation, if the Senate does not accept a bill which has passed the 
House, and if the House after an interval of three months, whether 
in the same session or the next, shall again pass the measure, the 
Governor-General may dissolve lx)th the Senate and the House 
simultaneously ; if after the dissolution the bill is again passed 
by the House and fails to pass the Senate, the Governor-General 
may convene a joint session of the two Houses, and if the bill is 
passed by a majority of the total membership of both Houses in 
joint session, it shall be taken as having been approved by Par- 
liament and shall go to the Governor-General for the King’s 
assent. 

The Powers of the Colonial Courts. — The action of the 
courts in the colonies on certiiin questions furnishes an instructive 
counterpart to the constitutional functions of our own courts. 
The colonial governments are conducted under written constitu- 
tions as our own governments are, though their constitutions 
are imperial statutes, while ours are drafted by conventions and 
adopted by a vote of the people. And colonial courts exercise the 



256 


THE GOVERNMENT Olf GREAT BRITAIN. 


same power of constitutional interpretation that belongs to out 
own courts and that has often been carelessly assumed to be a 
peculiar prerogative of tiieirs. They test acts of legislation by 
the grants of power under which they are enacted, an appeal 
lying from them to the Judicial Committee of the Privy CouikmI 
in England, which serves as a general supreme court for tlie 
colonies. 

The Union of South Africa. — Before the Boer War tlie 
two English colonies in South Africa, the Cape of Good Hope 
and Natal, both enjoyed responsible government, and the Cape 
Colony was one of the few English colonies in which both liouses 
of the legislature were elected. The terms of surrender of the 
Boer forces in the field provided that representative institutions 
should be granted to the conquered colonies of the Transvaal 
and the Orange River, and that at the earliest possible moment 
they should be given self-government of the usual colonial type. 
Upon the accession to power, in 1906, of the Liberal ministry 
under Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, the time was thought 
ripe for carrying out these terms, and so full ministerial responsi- 
bility for the general government of these two colonies was es- 
tablished by letters patent, in the Transvaal in December, 1906, 
and the Orange River Colony in June, 1907. 

These four English colonies in South Africa, so lately enemies, 
were faced with certain common mterests and problems, wbicli, 
despite race antagonisms and some conflicting interests, proved 
strong enough to draw them together into a union. Most j)rcss- 
ing of all the problems — and one still awaiting a solution — is 
th.'it of the native races, — the menace that South Africa might 
become a black man’s country. Singly the (iolonies might have 
found their resources insulficient to meet a great native uprising, 
but united they are in large measure relieved from that fenr. 
Railways and tariffs were other matters demanding common con- 
trol and uniform action if the prosperity of all the colonies was 
to be fostered. Discrimination of one colony against the other 
created a strong incentive to rmion. A customs union of the 
four colonies and of Rhodesia, together with the territorie.s 
under the administration of the Higli Commissioner for South 
Africa, had been formed in 1903 and was renewed in 1906. An 
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Intercolonial Council for the administration of the luilways of 
the Transvaal and the Orange liiver Colony was inaugurated in' 
1902, so that the colonies were not without some experience of 
the habit and advantage of common action. The real stimulus to 
union came after the granting of self-government to the Trans- 
vaal and the Orange Eiver Colonj-, at the conference of May, 
1908, for the revision of customs and railway rates. Delegates 
from the several colonies were selected upon the authorization of 
the four colonial governments, who took up in convention the 
discussion of a basis of unification of South Africa. The work of 
this convention was done in secret, the members well knowing 
that a publit! discussion of tlie delicate (piestions with which it 
was confronted would prove fatal to any hope of union. The 
results of the convention’s labors were submitted to the Parliar 
nients of the colonies — and in Natal to a referendum — and after 
ratification delegates were appointed by the Parliaments to pro- 
ceed to England and secure the enactment by Parliament of the 
proposed plan of union. This was done, and the Union of South 
Africa Act was passed in 1909, and the Ihiioii itself was inaugu- 
rated on May 31, 1910. 

Plan of the Union. — The Union of South Africa differs | 
fu ndamentally fron i the federal a rra ngements of Canada an d 
Australia. In them are present tlie characteristic features o f 
federalism — the . supremacy of the constitution, the distr ilmtienj 
o ^.he powers of goveriuawt an foiig li oiTies o^ limited^nd co- | 
o rdinate autlujritx . and tlicau thority ot tlic cimrts t o interpre t 
the c onstitution . Not one of tliese features is present in the 
Union of South Africa; t he Parliamen t, n ot the constitution, j^s 
suprem e ; power is not divided among coordinate authorities with 
limite d functions, but rest s ulti mately in the Parliam ent ; the 
courts have not the ri glit t o hiterjiret the constitution by decl ar- 
iiig ^ laj i-^tHMiaUs nti^ona l, but their function will be identical 
with that of the courts in England. In short, the suiiremacy of 
the Parliament within the Union has been secured in much the 
same way, though not to the same extent as the Parliament of 
the mother country — it is subject always to the ultimate author- 
ity of the latter, and with respect to certain jirovisions of the 
constitution of the Union its power is qualified. 
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As in Canada and Australia, the constitution of the Union is 
an Act of Parliament which legally may be changed by a Parliar 
mentary Act, though in practice any change without the consent 
of the Union would he bitterly opposed as in the like case in 
Canada and Australia. 

This supremacy of the Parliament of the Union has been gen- 
erally approved in South Africa because of the belief in the 
need for a ^'ong central government to meet the p^rave question s 
TOirfronting it Au interesting feature accompanying the con- 
summ^ion at union in South Africa was the abolition of the 
previous governmental institutions of the colonies, and the insti- 
tution by the Union of South Africa Act of a new framework of 
government within each colony. 

The Executive. — The executive power is vested in the 
King^nd may be exercised by the King in person, or by a 
Governor - General as his repre« gJ^ta^jjvp., who shall be appointed 
by the King and hold oifiee at his pleasure. Subject to the pro- 
visions of the Act, the G overnor-General shall e x ercise such 
po wers and functions as may liAa.^^m(rhim^iv vth^Cing. The 
salary of the Governor-General is iixed at teiUtEbusand pounds, 
and shall not be altered during his continuance in office. 

Executive Council. — The Governor-General is to be 
advised by an Executive Gouiicil, the members of which shall be 
appointed and summoned by him, and shall hold office during his 
jpleasure. The real ex ecu live power is vp atpH in Govcrnfl^'- 
General in Council, which means the Governo r-General acting 
^ vith the advi ce of the Executive Council. 

Tne Ministers . — Phe numoer of ministers is by the Act 
set a t ten, wh o are appointed by the Go verno r-General, hold office 
at his pleasure, are membe rs of 'the r’nmip.il, and who 

administer the departments of state. No minister shall hold 
office for a longer period than tliree months, unless he is or 
becomes a member of either House of Parliament. The minis- 
tries established are those of Agriculture, Interior, Mines and 
Defence, Native Affairs, Education, Einance, Lands, Public 
Works, Posts and Telegraphs, Railways and Harbors, Justice^ 
and Commerce and Industries. A minister has the right to sit 
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and speak in both Houses, but may vote only in the one of which 
he is a member. 

All powers, authorities, asid functions 'which had previously 
been exercised by the executive authorities of the separate col- 
onies were conferred upon the Governor-General in Council, unless! 
otherwise provided by the Act. The seat of the executive gov-* 
ernment was located at Pretoria.* 

The Parliament. — The legislative power of the Union 
was vested in a Parliament, coi igisting of the King, a Senate, an d 
a House of Assemb ly. The Governor-General may appoint such 
times as he sees tit for holding the sessions of Parliament, and lie 
may prorogue Parliament and may dissolve both Houses simul- 
taneously, or the House of Assembly alone. But the Senate may 
not be dissolved within a period of ten years after the estab- 
lishment of the Union, and no dissolution of the Senate shall 
affect Senators nominated by the Governor-General in Council. 
Parliament shall meet at least once a year. 

The Senate. — For ten years after the establishment of 
the Union the Senate shall be composed of eight Senators' nomi- 
nated by the Governor-General in Council, and for each province 
eight Senators shall be elected. Half of the Senators appointed 
by the Governor-General shall be selected on the ground of their 
thorough acquaintance Avith the reasonable Avants and Avishes of 
the colored races of South Africa. The elected Senators Avere 
chosen before the date of union by the tAvo Houses of the Par- 
liament of each colony, sitting together as one body on the prin- 
ciple of proportional representation A\dth a single transferable 
vote, and presided over by the Speaker of the Legislative Assem- 
bly. The term of Senators is ten years, and vacancies among 
the appointed Senators shall be filled by the Governor-General in 
Council, and among the elected Senators by the Provincial Coun- 
cil of the Province from Avliich such Senator had been chosen. 

Parliament may j)rovide for the manner in Avhich the Senate 

* The local rivalries of the coionies led to the unique arrangement of locat- 
ing the three departments of government in three different places — the 
executive in Pretoria, tile legislative in Cape Town and the judicial in 
Bloemfontein. 
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HTia.n be constituted after the expiration of ten years, but until 
otherwise determined, the provisions respecting appointed Seiiiv- 
tors shall continue in force ; the elected Senators shall be chosen 
by the Provincial Council and the House of Assembly in each 
Province, and shall hold office for ten years unless the Senate he 
sooner dissolved. 

Qualifications of Senators. — A Senator must be not less 
than thirty years of age, must be qualified to be registered as a 
voter for the election of members of the House of Assembly of 
one of the provinces, must have resided for five years within the 
limits of tlie Uiiion at the time when he is elected or appointed, 
must be a British subject of European descent, and in the case of 
an elected Senator must be the registered owner of immovahle 
property within the Union of the value of not less than five 
hundred pounds over and above any special mortgages thereon. 

House of Assembly. — Membership in the House of 
Assembly rests upon election by the voters of the Union, and 
members were allotted to the provinces as follows : Cape of 
Good Hope, 51 ; Natid, 17 ; Transvaal, 3C ; Orange Free State, 
17. The number is subject to increase upon the basis of the 
census taken every five years beginning in 1911, until it reaches 
one hundred and fifty, but until that number is reached, or until 
a period of ten years has elapsed after the establislnnent of tlie 
Union, the number of representatives of any of the four original 
provinces may not be decreased. Thereafter, however, the rep- 
resentation shall be based ujrou the European male adults. Qual- 
ifications of electors shall be determined by Parliament, with the 
exception that no law shall disqualify any person in the province 
of the Cape of Good Hope, qualified by its laws, by reasoji of 
race or color only, unless the bill be passed by both Houses of 
Parliament sitting together and be agreed to by not less than 
two-thirds of the total number of members of both Houses, and 
no registered voter shall be removed from the register solely by 
reason of race or color. These exceptions were for the protec- 
tion of the black voters of the Cajje Colony. 

The qualifications for members of the House of Assembly are 
the same as those for the Senate, except for the age and property 
requirements. 
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The House of Assembly shall, unless sooner dissolved by the 
Governor-General, continue for five years from the date of first 
meeting, but no longer. 

Powers of Parliament. — Parliament has the suiirenie 
legislative authority for the Union, and it is its duty to make 
laws for the peace, order, and good government of the Union. 
The two Houses do not, however, stand upon an equal footing 
in the matter of legislation. All bills annronriating money o r | 
raising revenue must originate ni the House of Assembly, and 
may not be amended so far as they are for the services of the • 
government, and may not increase any proposed burden or 
charges upon the people. The House ma^- not appropriate 
money unless such appropriation has been recommended by 
message from the Governor-General in the same session. 

If the Senate fails to pass any bill passed by tire House and 
if the bill is passed by the llorrse in the next session, the Gov- 
ernor-General may during that session convene a joint sessioir 
of the two Houses, and the bill, if passed by a majority of the 
Houses in joint, session, shall become a law. In the case of 
money bills the Governor-General may convene the joint sitting 
during the same session. 

Bills must be, iircscnied to thc - JGovcrnor-Generalf who may 
deckr ^hat he assents inAhe, Kimr's name, or th at he withhol ds 
a ssent, or that he re serves the bill for the significat ion of the 
KIiir’s assent. Bills fashing tin* House of A ssem bly, Til loTi.sh- 
ing coiu milsr or a bridmiuTt lr^ powers conferr e.d ..byutlic 

Act of Union upon provincial councils, must be reserved. 

The King may within one year disallow any bill to which 
the Governor-General has given assent, and bills reserved for the 
King’s pleasure shall have no force, unless within a year the 
Governor-General shall make known to each of the Houses or by 
proclamation that the King's assent has been given. 

The Provinces. — The executive power in each of the ^ 
provinces is in the hands of an administrator, appointed by the 
Governor-General in council, who shall hold olfice for five years 
and who shall not be removed except by the Governor-General 
for cause assigned. The legislative power in the provinces is 
vested in an elective council which meets annually and shall con- 1 
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tinue for three years from the date of its first meeting. The 
administrator may prorogue but may not dissolve the council. 
Each provincial council .chooses an executive committee of four 
members, from among its members or otherwise, who, together 
with the admuiistrator, shall carry on the administration of pro- 
vincial affairs. The powers of the provincial council are defined 
by the Act of Union, and may be said broadly to deal with the 
local affairs of the province, and any ordinance made by a pro- 
vincial council shall have effect as long and as far only as it is not 
repugnant to any Act of Parliament. 

The Crown Colonies. — All those colonies which have 
not responsible self-government are classed as Crown colonies, 
colonies more or less completely directed by the Colonial Office 
in London. They range in organization all the way from mere 
military administrations, such as have been established in St. 
Helena and Gibraltar, through those which, like Trinidad and 
the Straits Settlements, have both a nominated Executive and a 
nominated Legislative Council, and those like Jamaica, whose 
nominated Executive is associated with a Legislative Council in 
part elected, to those like the Bahamas and Bermuda, in which 
the Councils are altogether elected, but which have no resj)OU' 
sible ministry. 

Powers of Colonial Governors. — It is interesting to have 
the testimony of one of the most capable and eminent of English 
colonial administrators as to the relative desirability of the post 
of governor in a colony in which he is governor indeed, with no 
ministers empowered to force their advice upon him, and in a 
colony where he must play the unobtrusive part of constitutional 
monarch. Lord Elgin says with great confidence, in his Letters, 
that his position as governor of Canada was a position of greater 
official power than his position, previously held, as governor of 
Jamaica. He declares his unhesitating belief that there is “ more 
room for the exercise of influence on the part of the governor ” 
in such a colony as Canada, where he must keep in the back- 
ground, and scrupulously heed his ministers, than under any other 
arrangement that ever was before devised, although his influence 
there is of course “ wholly moral — an influence of suasion, sym- 
pathy, and moderation, which softens the temper while it ele- 
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vates the aims of local polities.”’ This is but another way 
of stating the unquestionable truth that it is easier, as well 
as wiser, to govern with the consent and cubperation of the 
governed than without it, — easier to rule as a friend than as 
a master. 

India. — India stands in matters of government, as in so 
many other respects, entirely apart from the rest of the British 
Empire.® It is governed, through the instrumentality of its 
Governor-General and his Council, directly from London by a 
member of the Cabinet, the Secretary of State for India. The 
Secretary of State is assisted by a Council of ten or more mem- 
bers appointed by the Crown from among persons who have 
resided or served in India. Acting under the Secretary of State 
and his Council in London, there is the Governor-General of 
India, who is also assisted by a Council of from live to six mem. 
bers, appointed by the Crown, — a Council which is first of all 
administrative, but which, when reSuforced by additional members 
nominated by the Governor-General or elected under the Indian 
Councils Act of 1909, has also the functions of a legislative 
ccuncil. 

The work of the Governor-General’s Council is divided among 
ten departments, one of which, that of foreign affairs, is generally 
kept in the hands of tlie Governor-General himself. These de - 
par tments do not constitute a ministry ; they are regarded aiiii]>l Y 

n.s mTnmit.tppji nf Cnimr-.il. 

The sessions oftiie legislative council are held always in public. 
The number of members is 68, of whom 36 are official and 32 
are non-official, which secures to the government the control of 
the action of the council. Special provision is made for repre- 
sentation of the Mohammedan i)artof the population. The legis- 
lative council inake.s laws, subject to some restrictions, for all 
persona in British India, for all British subjects in native states, 
and for all native Indian subjects in any part of the world. 

Hot all of India is directly administered by the English 
government. There are numerous native states whieh act with 

* Letters anti Journals of Lord Elgin, ed. by Theodore Walrond, Loudon, 
1872, p. 12B. 

*The Govenmieiit of India Ael, 1916, as amended by a like Act in 1910. 
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sabstantial independence in local affairs, though under English 
overlordship and control. Such part of the vast territory as 
is administered directly hy English officials is divided into 
fifteen provinces, of which the chief in iin23ortanee are under 
governors who are appointed by the Crown and are assisted, 
as the Governor-General is, by two councils, administrative and 
legislative. Lieutenant-Governors, a^ipointed by the Governor- 
General, and assisted by similar councils, ju'eside over the 
provinces next in importance. The Commissioners or agents 
of the other jirovinces, who are also apijointed by the Governor- 
General, also have their councils. In all jn'oviueial legislative 
councils the majority is elected. 

There has been a growing demand in India for a larger partici- 
pation on the jjart of Indiana in the government of India, and, 
among a few, a feeling of nationality. 

In 1885 there was held the first Indian national Congress, and 
in the succeeding Congresses there has been a considerable agita- 
tion in favor of throwing off llritish rule and of establishing a 
national Indian state. The nationalists are Hindus, and the in- 
terests of the Moslem part of the iwimlation were not cared for 
by their program. In 190G the All-India Moslem League was 
fomided on the basis of eomidete loyalty to the Crown. 

The war has prodiuied ijrofound changes in the situation. The 
prmces have contributed largely of men and money to aid in its 
prosecution, and thousands of Indians have been oi'ganized into 
labor units for work in various parts of the world. 

The Government of India Act of 1915 confers a larger partici- 
pation in affairs of the government upon native Indians, and 
Indians may now become officers in the British army. India also 
is represented in the Imperial War Conference. 

The ijolicy of the i)resent British government toward India was 
stated by the Secretary of State for India in the House of Com- 
mons on August 90, 1917, as follows : “ The poli(!y of His Maj- 
esty’s government ... is that of the increasing association of 
Indians in every branch of the administration, and the gradual 
development of self-governing institutions, with a view to the 
progressive realization of responsible government in India as an 
integral part of the British Empire.” 
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Greater Britain. — Greater Britain, the world of English 
colonies, differs very materially from Greater Greece, the wide- 
spread Hellas of the ancient world. Hellas was disintegrate: 
the Greeks carried with them, as of course, Greek institutions, 
but only to allow those institutions wide differentiation. In no 
way did Greek settlement signify race integration or a national 
nexus of rule. Englishmen, on the contrary, in English colonies, 
maintain a homogeneity and integration both of race and of in- 
stitutions which have drawn the four parts of the world together 
under common influences, if they have not compacted them for 
a common destiny. Throughout Europe reformers have copied 
English ijolitical arrangements; the colonists have not copied 
them, they have extended and are i)erpetuating and perfecting 
them. y 

to mperial Unity or Federation . — For the past fifteen 
years ther e has been mucli disciis.sion of the future relations o f 
the Dominions to tlic mother country and the means by whic h 
they mi ght be drawn closer together . The Dominions felt a grow- 
ing desire to participate actively in the decision of questions 
affecting imperial interests, particularly in view of the contribu- 
tions they were making to the Imperial defence, bu t nothing 
beyon d Colonial and Imiierial Oonfcrcncos had been achieved . 
At the outbreak of the war the Dominions responded instantly to 
the need of the niothei' country, and their efforts in the war have 
been worthy of the best tnulitions of Englishmen. The war has 
shown them their need of defence by tire United Kingdom, and 
the latter has received with gratitude the assistance so loyally 
given. 

On the part of tlie United Kingdom there has been practical 
acknowledgment of the need to draw the mother country and the 
Dominions into closer j'elations and a participation by the latter 
in the decisions affecting Imxierial questions. A War Conference 
was summone d in 1917 to which th e Premiers ot~ the Domin ions 
w ere invited, a.Tid all sent representatives with the excention of 
Australia. In 1916 the visiting Premiers had been asked to sit 
at s peciaT meeting s of the general Cabinet Council, but in 1917 
Llo yd Ge orge w ent further and t ook the Premiers into the inne r 
Wm Cabinet of five members which he had constituted upon 
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a.HanTninp r the, pnsitinn nf Primp. Minister. I t was decided to holrl 

meetings annu ally, or oftener if need be, “to discuss fore ign 

affairs and other subjects of Imperial poli cy.” The Imperial 

('^a.biTip.tTfnr Mie tiir.'ire should c onsis t-of— the E ri m^-M iniste r of 

the United i^mgdom and suc h of his coIleag uesjLa-dsalt-japfisially 

with Imperial affairs, the P rime Minister of -eacli of the Jom in- 

ibiis or a special re presentative clot hed with pqnal anthfiritYi and 

a repF^eiifative of the Indian people apnointed by the:^overn- 

ment of India. 

- "■> 

What shape the closer relation between the United Kingdom 
and the Dominions should take was left for determination after 
the War. 
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IX. 


TI ERNMENT OE THE UNITED STATES. 

The English Occupation of America. — The political in 
Btitutious of the United States are in the main the political insti- 
tutions of England, transplanted by English colonists to a new 
soil and worked out through a fresh development to new and 
characteristic', forms. Though they now show so large an ad- 
mixture of fareign blood, the main stock of the people of the 
United States I's still of British extraction. Eor several genera- 
tions the settlements of New England and the South contained 
scarcely any other element. In the North, in what is now 
Canada, and at the mouth of the Mississippi, there were French 
settlements; in Florida there were colonists from Spain; the 
Dutch had settled upon the Hudson and held the great jjort at 
its mouth ; and the Swedes had established themselves on the 
Delaware: all along the coast there was rivalry between the 
western nations of Europe for the possession of the new conti- 
nent. But by steady and for the most i)art easy steps of aggres- 
sion the English extended their domain and won the best regions 
of the great coast. New England, Virginia, and the Carolinas 
were never seriously disputed against them ; and, these once 
securely taken possession of, the intervening foreigner was 
soon thrust out: so that the English iiower had presently a 
compact and centered mass which could not be dislodged, and 
whose ultimate expansion over the whole continent it proved im- 
possible to stay. England was not long in widening her colo- 
nial borders. The French power was crushed out in the North, 
the Spanish power ■was limited in the South, and the colonies had 
only to become free to develop energy more than sufficient to 

2(i7 
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itialtp. all tlie most competed-for portions of the continent thor- 
oughly English, — thoroughly Anglo-American. 

Adaptation of English Institutions. — This growth of the 
English power in America involved a corresponding expansion of 
English institutions. As America became English, English institu- 
tions in the colonies became American. They adapted themselves 
to the new conditions and the new conveniences of political life 
ill separate colonies, — colonies struggling at first, then expanding, 
at last triumphing ; and without losing their English character 
gained an American form and flavor. Some institutions set up in 
New England the men ivho formed Plymouth had doubtless 
learned to know and to like while they were exiles in Holland ; 
but they brought nothing with them that was not suitable to 
English habit. 

It would be misleading to say that the Enj'lish planted 
states in America. They planted small isolated set elements, and 
these settlements grew in their own way to be states. The slow 
process was from local, through state, to national organization. 
And not everywhere among the English on the new continent was 
the form of local government at first adopted the same : there was 
no invariable pattern, but everywhere, on the contrary, a sponta- 
neous adjustment of political means to place and circumstance. 
By all the settlements alike English precedent was followed, but 
not the same English precedent. Each colony, with the true Eng- 
lish sagacity of practical habit, borrowed what was best suited to 
its own situation, and originated what it could not borrow. New 
England had one system, Virginia another. New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania still a third, compounded after a sort of the other two. 

The New England Colonies. — In New England the centre 
of government was always the town, with its church and school- 
house and its neighborly cluster of houses gathered about these. 
The soil on the coast where the first settlers established themselves 
was shallow and slow to yield returns even to hard and assiduous 
toil ; the climate was rigorous, with its long winters and bleak 
coast wnds ; every circumstance invited to close settlement and 
trade, to the intimate relationships of commerce and the advent- 
ures of sea-faring rather than to the wide-spreading settlements 
characteristic of an agricultural population. 
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The first New Englanders, moreover, were most of them 
religious refugees. They had left the Old World to escape the 
Old World’s persecutions and in order to find independence of 
worship ; they were establishing a church as well as a community ; 
they acted as organized congregations ; their life was both spiritu- 
ally and temporally organic. Close geographical association, 
therefore, such as was virtually forced upon them by the con- 
ditions of livelihood by which thej' found themselves constrained, 
accorded well with their higher social purposes. The church 
could be made, by such association, the vital nerve-centre of their 
union : the minister was the ruling head of the community, and 
church membership was in several of the settlements recognized 
as identical with citizenship. 

The Separate Towns. — The several parts of the New 
England coast were settled by independent groups of settlers. 
There was the Plymouth colony at Plymouth, and altogether 
distinct from it, the Massachusetts Pay colony at Salem and 
Charlestown and Poston. To the south of these, founded by 
men dissatisfied with the Massachusetts government, were Ports- 
mouth, Newport, and Providence, in what is now Rhode Island. 
On the Connecticut river other wanderers from Massachusetts 
built Hartford and Windsor and Wethersfield. Saybrook, at the 
mouth of the Connecticut river, wras settled direct from England ; 
so also was the colony of New Haven, on the coast of Long Island 
Sound west of the Connecticut. From year to year the planting 
of towns went diligently on : alino.st every towm became the pro- 
lific mother of towns, which either sprang up close about it and 
retained a sort of dependence upon it, or, planted at a distance, 
ventured upon an entirely separate life in the wilderness. 

Union of the Towns. — Gradually the towns of each 
of the general regions mentioned drew together into the colonies 
known to later times, the colonies -wliicli were to form the Union. 
Plymouth merged in klassachusetts ; Portsmouth, Newport, and 
Providence became but parts of Rhode Island; New Haven was 
joined to Connecticut. But at first these larger colonies were 
scarcely more than town leagues. It sometimes happened that 
Bach town retained unaltered its separate organization and its vir< 
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tual independence in the regulation of its own local affairs. In 
Bhode Island, ijarticularly, their jealousy of each other and their 
reluctance to expose themselves to anything like a loss of perfect 
autonomy long kept the common government which they most of 
the time maintained at a balance between union and dissolution. 
In the other New England colonies the same influences manifested 
themselves, though in a less degree. The town system which 
everywhere prevailed was by its nature an extremely decentralized 
form of government : government, so to say, came to a separate 
head in each locality : and the chief vitality was in the self-gov- 
erning units of each group rather than in the bonds which con- 
nected them with each other. 

Forms of Town Government. — The form of town govern- 
ment was everywhere such as it was quite natural that Englishmen 
should have set up. The names of the town officers were borrowed 
from the borough governments at home, and their duties were, as 
nearly as circumstances permitted, the same as the duties of the 
officers whose names they bore. The New England town was, at 
the same time, in many of its most important and characteristic 
features, rather a reversion to older types of government than a 
transplanted cutting of the towns which the settlers had left 
behind them in the England of the seventeenth century. There 
was in it none of the elaborated class privilege that narrowed the 
town governments of the England of that time. All the towns- 
men met in town-meeting and there elected their officers : those 
officers were responsible to them and always rendered careful 
account of their actions to the body which elected them. Gen- 
erally the most important of these officers were called Selectmen, 
— men selected by the town-meeting to carry on the necessary 
public business of the community, — and these Selectmen stood in 
the closest relations of counsel and responsibility to the town- 
meeting. In the earliest times the franchise was restricted, in 
Massachusetts and New Haven at least, to those who were church 
members, and many were excluded by this rule from participation 
in the government; but even under such circumstances there was 
real and effective self-government. The towns lacked neither 
vitality nor energy, for they did not lack liberty. In the late 
days when great cities grew up, the simple township system had 
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to be abandoned in part; as the colonies expanded, too, they 
gained in energy and vitality as wholes, and their component 
parts, the towns, fell by degrees to a place of less exclusive im- 
portance in colonial affairs ; but this basis of the township was 
never lost and has reniained to the present day the foundation of 
local government in New England. 

Colonial Organization. — As the towns came together 
into the groupings which constituted the later colonies other areas 
of government naturally came into use. Townships were, for 
judicial purposes, combined into counties, and by various other 
means of organization a new nexus was given to the several parts 
of the now extended state. Eroin the first the colonists had their 
‘general courts,’ their central legislative assemblies representar 
tive of the freemen. To these assemblies went delegates from 
the several towns comprised in the colony. As the colonies grew, 
their growth but strengthened their assemblies: it was in the 
common ruling function of these that the union of the several 
parts of each colony was made" real and lasting. 

The slieriffs of the comities of colonial Massachusetts wore ap- 
pointed by the Governor. The development of the county organization 
brought into existence, too, Justices of the Peace wlio met in Quarter Ses- 
sions, afterwards called ‘ General Se.«sion.s,’ and who were the general 
county authority quite after tlie fashion of the luotlier country.' 

The Southern Colonies. — To this picture of the political 
institutions of colonial New England political and social organi- 
zation in the Soutlierii colonies offered many broad eonlrasts. 
The settlers in '\''irginia were not religious refugees; they had 
come out for a separate adventure in 2)olitinal, or rather in social, 
organization, but not for a sei>arate venture in religion; and the 
coast they happened upon, instead of being rugged and bleak, u-as 
low and fertile, with a kindly climate, deep rivers, broad slretidies 
of inviting country, and a generous readiness to yield its fruits in 
their season. Tliey had been sent out by a (Jomijany (llie ‘Vir- 
ginia ComiJany ’ it was called) in England, to which the Virginia 
territory had been granted by the Crown, and they had no thought 

' See Town and Counti/ (lovermaent in the Enylish Colonies of Korth 
America, by Edward Cbaimiiig, Johns Hopkins University Studies in His- 
torical and Political Science, 2d Series, pp. 40-42. 
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but to live under the governors whom the Company had placed 
over them. They founded Jamestown some hundred miles 
above the mouth of the James river ; but Jamestown was in no 
way like the New England towns, and it soon became evident 
that town life was not to be the characteristic habit of the colony. 
The rich soil invited to agriculture, the numerous rivers, full and 
deep, stood ready to serve as natural highways, and as the popu- 
lation of the colony increased it spread far and wide along the 
courses of the rivers. 

Contrasts of Character. — There was much more, besides 
soil and climate and the differing conditions of settlement, that 
made the Southern colonies unlike the colonies of New England. 
The New Englanders came for the most part out of the town and 
village population of the mother country : out of a very distinctly 
marked middle class with common motives and ideals: the 
more distinctly marked because most of them had had the same 
experiences and were of the same way of thinking in matters of 
religion. They naturally drew together for the sort of life they 
had left behind them over sea. The settlers of the Southern 
colonies, on the contrary, came from no single class and had no 
common habit, — except the general habit of the English race. 
They had been taken by fortune, as if at haphazard, out of the 
general mass of Englishmen at home, some gentle, some common, 
some bred to comfort, some not, all bent upon an iudepeiideiit 
life and carrying in their purpose the general ideals of their race. 
Prominent among these ideals, no doubt, was this, that a gentle- 
man must live with space of good acres about him, a lord of the 
soil. The life of the Southern colonists was not more English 
than that of the New Englanders; but it was much more of the 
general pattern of English life, and more likely to keep near the 
models set up by English gentlemen outside the towns. There 
came a time, too, when Virginia received a strong infusion of 
Cavalier blood, and men came to her quiet lands who had the 
air and habit of courts, the ambitions of men of caste and estate ; 
not a little of the color of English country life went out of them 
into all the ways of the broad tide-water properties ; and the 
genial air told kindly upon the new fashions. Virginia grew 
more than ever like rural England ; and followed the new ways 
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antil the Scots-Irisli came into the valley, to add another quality 
and the spice of variety. Alike in the North and in the South, 
climate, soil, and every natural quality of the region chosen 
fitted the instinct of the settlers. Both lived after their kind. 

Expansion without Separation. — There would appear to 
have been no idea of organic separation in this southern process of 
expansion, as there was so often in the spreadings of the New Eng- 
land colonists. Great plantations indeed grew up with an almost 
entirely separate life of their own, with their own wharves on the 
river fronts and their own direct trade with the outer world by 
vessels which came and went between them and England, or be- 
tween them and the trading colonics to the north ; but all this 
took place without any idea of organic political separateness. 
This diffused agricultural population, thus living its own life on 
the great rural properties which steadily multiplied in all direc- 
tions, still consciously formed a single colonj', living at first 
under the general government of the Company which had sent 
out the first settlers, and afterwards, when the Company had 
been deprived of its charter and possessions, under the authority 
of royal governors. Its parts hung loosely together, it is true, 
but they did not threaten to fall apart : the plan was expausion, 
not segregation. 

Southern Colonial Society. — The characteristics of the 
society formed under such circumstances were of course very 
marked. Slaves were early introduced into the colony, and 
served well to aid and quicken the development of the planta- 
tion system. A great gap speedily showed itself between the 
owners of estates and the laboring classes. Where slavery ex- 
ists manual toil must be considered slavish and all the ideas on 
which aristocracy are founded must find easy and spontaneous 
rootage. Great contrasts of couditioTi soon appeared, such as 
the more democratic trading communities of New England were 
not to know until tlie rise of the modern industrial organization ; 
and the governing power rested with the powerful, propertied 
classes. 

Government of Colonial Virginia. — The government of 
colonial Virginia bore, in all its broader features, much the same 
character as the rural government of England. Organization was 
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tfCected through a machinery of wide counties, instead of by 
means of compacted townships. There was at the head of each 
county, under this first order of things, a Lieutenant whose duties 
corresponded roughly with those of the Lords Lieutenant in Eng- 
land. The other important executive officer of the county, too, 
in Virginia as in England, was the Sheriff. The Lieutenant was 
appointed by the Governor, was chief of the military (militia) 
organization of the county, and, by virtue of his memljership 
in the Governor’s Council, exercised certain judicial functions 
in the county. The Sheriff also was appointed by the Gov- 
ernor, upon the nomination of the Justices of the county. His 
duties an English sheriff would have regarded as quite normal. 
And added to these officers there was, as in England, a ‘commis- 
sion of the peace,’ a body of justices or commissioners'authorized 
to hold county court for the hearing of all ordinary cases not of 
grave import; authorized to levy the county taxes, to appoint 
surveyors of highways, to divide the county into precincts; 
empowered to act as the general administrative authority of 
the county in the management of all matters not otherwise as- 
signed. The Episcopal church had the same official recognition 
in Virginia as in England and contributed the same machinery, 
— the machinery of the vestry, — to local government. Even 
the division of the ‘luuidred’ was recognized, so close was the 
outline likeness between the institutions of the mother country 
and those of her crude child in the west. The system was un- 
democratic, of course, as Avas its model : “ the dominant idea,” 
as Mr. Ingle says, “ Avas gradation of power from the Governor 
downwurd, not upAvard from the people.”^ The Justices, like 
the other officers of the county, Avere appointed by the Governor, 
and held only during his pleasure : the Avhole system rested upon 
a frank centralization. Hut still there Avas liberty. There Avas 
strong local feeling and individual pride to counteract the sub- 
serviency of the officers: those officers shoAved a more or less 
self-respecting independence in their administration; and at 
least the spirit of English self-government Avas kept alive. 

' Local Institutions in Virginia, by Edward Ingle, Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity Studies in Historical and Political Science, 3d Series, p. 97 (cow 
tinnou-s, p. 109). 
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Virginia's Colonial Assembly. — The vital centre of the 
political life of the colony was her representative assembly^ So 
early as 1619, only twelve years after the foundation of the colony 
(1607), the Virginia Company, then .still in control, had called 
together in the colony, through its governor, an assembly repre- 
senting the several plantations then existing, which were in this 
way treated as independent corxmratious entitled to a represent- 
ative voice in colonial affairs. Later years saw the Assembly 
developed upon the basis of a representation by towns, hundreds, 
and plantations: and even after the governors sent out by the 
Company had been supplanted by royal governors this represent- 
ative body, this House of Burgesses, as it came to be styled, 
Bontinued to exist, and to wax strong in control. It was some 
time before the area of the colony justified that broader division 
into counties which was so characteristic of later days, and which 
ehanged very radically the system of representation. The 
‘ towns ’ and ‘ plantations ’ of the early days seem to have been 
known, at any rate for purposes of representation, as ‘ boroughs,’ 
and the representative house got its name, ‘ House of Burgesses,’ 
before county representation grew up. The first Assembly, that 
of 1619, sat in joint session with the Governor and his Council, 
but the more fully developed assembly of later times sat apart 
as a distinct and independent body. It was this elective repre- 
sentation in the government of the colony which made and kei)t 
Virginia a vital political unit, with a real organic life and feeling. 

The Constitutions of the other Southern Colonies corre- 
sponded in the main with the constitution of Virginia. They, 
too, had the county system and the general representation in a 
central assembly, combined with governors and councils ap- 
pointed by the Crown. All save hlaryland. Her constitution 
differed from the others mainly in this, that in place of the king 
stood a ‘ proprietor,’ to whom the fullest prerogatives of govern- 
ment had been granted. 

The Middle Colonies had a mixed population. New 
York had been New Netherlaiid, and the Delaware had been 
first settled by the Swedes and then conquered by the Dutch. 
\Vlien the territory which was to compi'iso New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania fell into the hands of the 
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English the foreign element was not displaced but merely domi- 
nated: and to a large extent it kept its local peculiarities of 
institution. For the rest, the English settlers of the region 
followed no uniform or characteristic method of organization. 
The middle colonies, though possessed of a rich soil, had also 
fine seaports which invited to commerce; their climate was 
neither so harsh as that of New England, nor so mild and be- 
guiling as that of the southern colonies. Their people were of 
all sorts and origins. They built towns and traded, like the 
people of New England ; they also spread abroad over the fertile 
country and farmed, like the people of Virginia. They did these 
things, moreover, without developing either the town system of 
New England or the plantation system of Virginia. Townships 
they had, but counties also; they were simple and democratic, 
like the New Engla.nders, and yet they were agricultural also, 
like the Virginians : in occupation and political organization, as 
well as in geographical situation, they were midway between 
their neighbors to the north and south. 

The Charters: MassaohusettB. — The political relations 
of the colonies to the mother country during the various develop 
ments of which I have spoken ivere as various as their separate 
histories. The three New England colonies, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, possessed charters from the 
king which virtually authorized them to conduct theii’ own 
governments without direct interference on the part of the 
Administration at home. During the first years of English 
settlement on the American coast it had been the iiractice of 
the government in England to grant territory on the new 
continent to companies like the Virginia Company of which I 
have spoken, — grants which carried with them the right of 
governing the new settlements subject only to a general super- 
vision on the part of the home authorities. The colony of 
Massachusetts Bay was established under such an arrangement: 
a Company, to which special privileges of settlement and govern- 
ment had been granted, sent out colonists who founded Salem 
and Boston ; but the history of this Company was very different 
from the history of the Virginia Company. The Virginia Com- 
pany tried to manage their colony from London, where the 
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members of the Company, who were active liberals and therefore 
not very active courtiers, presently got into trouble with the 
government and had both their charter and their colony taken 
away from them. The Massachusetts Company, on the other 
hand, itself came to America, and, almost unobserved by the 
powers in London, erected something very like a separate state 
on the new continent. Its charter was received in 1629 ; in 1630 
it emigrated, governor, directors, charter, and all, to America, 
bringing a numerous body of settlers, founded Salem, Boston, 
and Cambridge, and put quietly into operation the complete 
machinery of government which it had brought with it. It 
created not a little stir in official circles in England when it was 
discovered that the Company which had been given rights of 
settlement on the New England coast had left the country and 
was building a nourishing set of independent towns on its terri- 
tories; but small colonies at a great distance could not long 
retain the attention of busy 2 »o]iticians in London, and nothing 
was done then to destroy the bold arrangement. Eatal collision 
with the home government could not, liowever, it turned out, be 
permanently, or even long avoided by the aggressive, self-willed 
rulers of the Massachusetts Company. Many of the laws which 
they passed did not ^jlease the Crowni, — particul.arly those which 
set up an exclusive religion and tolerated no otlier ; they would 
not change their laws at the Crown’s bidding ; and, though the 
evil day was postponed, it came at last. In 168-1 the contest 
between Crown and colony came to a head, and the charter of 
the Massachusetts Comioauy was annulled. Before a change 
could be effected in the government, indeed, the king, Charles II., 
died, and at the end of the troublous reign of James II. the 
colonists quietly resumed their charter privileges; but in 1692 
the government of William and Mary was ready to deal with 
them, and a new form of colonial organization was forced upon 
them. They were compelled to take a governor from the king; 
the royal governor appointed the judicial officers of the colony 
and controlled its military forces ; and, although the colonists 
retained their assembly and through that assembly chose the 
governor’s council, the old charter privileges were permanently 
lost. 
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The Connectiout Charter. — Ehode Island and Connecti- 
out were smaller and more fortunate. The town of Saybrook, 
at the month of the Connecticut river, had been founded under 
a charter granted to two English noblemen, and consisted, there- 
fore, of immigrants direct from England; but Saybrook did not 
grow rapidly and proved a comparative failure. The successful 
and dominant settlement on the Connecticut was that which was 
founded higher up the river at Hartford, by men from hlassa- 
chusetts who had neither charter nor any other legal rights, ljut 
who had simply come, settled, and made a written coiistitiitioii 
for themselves. New Haven, rvestward of the river on the 
shore of the sound, had been established by a band of English 
immigrants equally without charter rights, but equally ready 
and able to construct a frame of government for themselves. 
Some thirty years after their settlement, the leaders of the 
‘Connecticut colony,’ up the river, which meantime had become 
an extended cluster of towns, decided that it was time to obtain 
a charter. Accordingly they sent their governor, 'Winthrop, to 
England to procure one. He was entirely successful, much more 
successful than was pleasant to tlie settlers of the New Haven 
district; for he had obtained a grant which included their lands 
and colony and which thus forced them to become a i)art of 
‘ Oonuecticut.’ Saybrook had already been absorbed. The 
charter gave the colonists substantially the same rights of self- 
government that they had had under their own written constitu- 
tion, adopted upon their first settlement ; it was, in other words, 
just such a charter as Massachusetts then enjoyed. And, unlike 
Massachusetts, Connecticut kept her charter, kept it not only 
through colonial times to the Revolution, but made it at the 
Revolution her state constitution, and was content to live under 
it until 1818. Her shrewdness, her acts of timely concession, 
and her inoffensive size enabled her to turn away from herself 
eaeh successive danger of forfeiture. 

Rhode Island's Charter. — Rhode Island was similarly 
protected by fortune and sagacious management. Roger Wil- 
liams, the energetic leader of .settlement in that region, obtained 
a charter from Parliament in 1G44, which was confirmed in 1054, 
and replaced by a new charter, from Charles II., in 1CG3, the year 
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after Connecticut obtained its legal privileges through the instru- 
mentality of Winthrop. As 2few Haven and Connecticut urere 
joined by Winthrop’s charter, so were the towns of the Rhode 
Island country united by the charters obtained by Williams, 
under the style ‘ Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,’ — a 
title which is still the full official name of the state. The charter 
of 1663 was retained by the people of Rhode Island even longer 
than the people of Connecticut retained theirs. It was not radi- 
cally changed until 1842. 

Proprietary Governments. — The governments of almost 
all the other colonies were at first ‘jiroprietary ’ ; those of Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania, and Delaware remained proprietary until the 
Revolution. Maryland was granted to the Calverts, Lords Balti- 
more; Pennsylvania and Delaw'are were both included in the 
grant to William Penn ; New York was besto'wed upon dames, 
Duke of York, upon whose ascension of the throne, as James II., 
it became an immediate province of the Crown; New Jersey, 
originally a part of New Pork, was first bestowed by the Duke 
of York on Lord John Berkeley and Sir John Carteret, was after- 
wards divided, then sold in part, and finally surrendered to the 
Crown (1702) ; the Carolinas and Georgia in the same way, given 
at first to proprietors, passed very sofm into the hands of the 
royal government. New Hamp.shire, after several attempts to 
unite with Massachusetts, fell quietly into the status of a royal 
colony, without having had either a charter or even any regularly 
ordered proprietary stage of existence. 

Government under xn-oprietors meant sim])ly government 
by governors and councils aiqiointed by the proprietors, with in 
all cases a right on the jiart of the xreoxile to exercise a substantial 
control over the government through representative assemblies. 
The private proprietors, like the great public proprietor, the 
Crown, granted charters to their colonics. The charter wdiich 
Penn bestow'ed uxmn Pennsylvania is distinguished as one of the 
best-conceived and most liberal charters of the time ; and under 
it his colony certainly enjoyed as good government as most of the 
colonies could secure. 

Direct Government by the Crown, which came in turn to 
every colony except Rhode Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and 
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Delaware, involved the appointment of governors by the Crown, 
and also, everywhere except in Massachusetts, the appointment 
of the governor’s council. It generally involved also the depend- 
ence of the colonial judiciary, and in general of the whole admin- 
istrative machinery of government, upon the royal will ; but it, 
nevertheless, did not exclude the colonists from substantial powers 
of self-government. Everywhere legislators disciijlined governors 
with the effective whip of the money pow'er, and everywhere the 
people grew accustomed to esteem the management of their own 
affairs, especially the control of their own taxes, matter-of-course 
privilege, just as much the inalienable right of Englishmen in 
America as of Englishmen in England. 

Development of the Assemblies. — It was, indeed, as a 
matter of course rather than as a matter of definite legal right 
that the powers of the colonial assemblies waxed greater and 
greater from year to year. Parliament would have been wise ta 
continue the policy of neglect which had been the opportunity 
of the colonies in the development of their constitutional liberties. 
Left to themselves, they quickly showed what race they ■were of. 

As Burke said, in their justification, they “had formed within tlienv 
selves, either by royal instruction or royal charter, assemblies so exceed- 
ingly resembling a pariiament, in all their forms, functions, and powers, 
that it was impossible they should not imbibe some opinion of a simi- 
lar authority. At the first designation of these iissembiies, they were 
probably not intended for anything more (nor perhaps did they tliink 
themselves much higher^ than the municipal corporations witiiin tiiis 
island, to which some at present love to compare them. But nolliing in 
progression can rest on its original plan. . . . Therefore, as tlie colonics 
prospered and increased to a numerous and mighty people, spreading over 
a very great tract of the globe, it was natural that they should attribute 
to assemblies so respoctabie in their formal constitution some part of the 
dignity of the great nations which they represented. No longer tied 
to by-laws, these assemblies made acts of all sorts and in all cases 
whatsoever. Thej' levied money, not for parochial purposes, but upon 
regular grants to the Crown, following all the rules and principles of a 
parliament, to which they approached every day more and more nearly. 
. . . Things could not be otherwise ; and English colonies must be had 
on these terms, or not had at all. In the meantime neither party felt 
any inconvenience from this double legislature [the parliament of Eng- 
land, that is, and a colonial legislatuiv], to which they had been formed 
by imperceptible habits, and old custom, the great support of all the gov- 
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ernmeiits in the world. Though these two legislatures were sometimes 
found perhaps performing the very same funetions, they did not very 
grossly or systematically clash. ... A regular revenue, by the authority 
of Parliament, for the support of civil and military establishments, seems 
not to have been thought of until the colonies were too proud to submit, 
too strong to be forced, too enlightened not to see all the consequences 
which must arise from such a system.” ^ 

111 such assertions of a right of parliamentary self-gov- 
ernment it might be expected that the charter colonies would be 
most forward; but, as a matter of fact, such was not the case, 
ilassachusetts was ever, indeed, very stubbornly and heroically 
attached to her liberties, but the royal colony of Virginia was not 
a whit behind her. The assemblies of the royal colonies, no less 
than those of the charter governments, early, and as if by an 
instinct and habit common to the race, developed a consciousness 
and practice of local sovereignty, which comported well enough, 
indeed, with a perfect loyalty, — long-suffering in respect of Navi- 
gation Acts and all like attempts of the mother country to regu- 
late their place in the politics and commerce of the outside world, 
— but which was from the first prompt to resent and resist all 
dictation as to the strictly interior affairs of the settlements. 
And the same was true of the proprietary colonies, also. Mary- 
land assumed the same privileges that Virginia insisted upon, and 
even Pennsylvania, with its poinilation compounded of English, 
Dutch, and Swedes, manifested not a little of the same spirit of 
independent self-direction. 

Development of Constitutional Liberty in the Colonies. — 

There was, therefore, a comparatively uniform development of 
constitutional liberty throughout the colonies. Everywhere the 
same general causes were operative. The settlement and develop- 
ment of a new country gave to the elective governing bodies of 
the, colonies a wide and various duty of legislative regulation; 
the newness of the country created everywhere substantially the 
same new conditions of social relationship ; everywhere, and 
more and more as the years went on, there was a very general 
participation in communal and colonial affairs by the mass of 

’ “Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol,” IFoi'i's (ed. Boston, 1880), Vol. II., 
PP a.')2, 233. 
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the people most interested : and democratic institutions brought 
in their train equality of law and a widespread consciousness of 
community of interest. Each colony grew, the while, more and 
more vividly conscious of its separate political personality in its 
relations with the other colonies and with the ruling powers in 
England. 

Political S 3 rmpathy of the Colonies. — The substantial 
identity of institutional development in the several colonies 
appears in nothing more clearly or conclusively than in their 
close and spontaneous alliance against England at the Revolution. 
Despite very considerable outward differences of social condition 
and many apparent divergencies of interest as between colony 
and colony, they one and all icantecl the same revolution. Almost 
without hesitation they ran together to cooperate by the same 
means for the same ends. They did not so much make a common 
cause as have a common cause from the first. The real concrete 
case of revolution, it happened, was made up between England 
and Massachusetts. To the politicians in the mother country it 
seemed possible to divide the colonies on grounds of self-interest. 
Apparently colonies so utterly different in every outward aspect, 
so strongly contrasted in actual economic condition as Massachu- 
setts and Virginia, could easily be played off against one another. 
But we now know how little foundation of fact such a view liad. 
Boston’s trade was offered to Salem, her commercial rival, as a 
bait to catch Salem’s acquiescence in the stringent Boston Port 
Bill which shut Boston off from all trade ; but Salem would not 
have it. What was to prevent similar treatment of herself in the 
future ? More striking still, distant Virginia sounded the call 
to ' revolution in behalf of Massachusetts. The contest wms 
apolitical, she clearly perceived, not economical, — a contest of 
principle, not a contest for any temporary interest or momentary 
advantage. Erom the point of view of politics Massachusetts’ 
quarrel was Virginia’s also. Virginia spoke at once, therefore, 
and as a leader, for combination, for a joint resistance to the 
3'ggressions of the home government, and at length for inde- 
pendence and a perpetual union between the colonies. For the 
shortest possible time did the struggle remain local ; almost 
immediately it became ‘ continental.’ 
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American as compared with English Oonstitutional Devel- 
opment. — There w.os in this deveiopinent of self-government in 
America a certain very close resemblance to the development of 
self-government in England; but there were also other points 
of very strong and obvious contrast between the institutional 
histories of the two countries. Hoth in England and in America 
the process of institutional growth was in the same direction. 
It began with small, hardy, deep-rooted local institutions, with 
small self-directing communities, and widened from these to 
national institutions which bound the constituent communities 
together in a strong and lasting central union. England began 
with her village communities and her judicial ‘hundreds,’ with 
the primitive communal institutions of the Teutonic folk ; these 
were first gathered to a head in the petty kingdoms of the days 
of the Saxon Heptarchy ; another step, and these one-time petty 
kingdoms were merely the counties of a wider union, and 
England was ready for the amalgamation of the Norman rule, 
— for the growth of her parliaments and her nationality. In 
like manner, the United States began with isolated settlements 
upon a long coast, settlements separate, self-contained, self- 
regulative; these in time merged in numerous petty colonial 
states ; and finally these colonial states fitted themselves to- 
gether into a national union. 

Process of Growth in America Federation, in England 
Consolidation. — lint the means of integration were in the two 
eases quite diverse. American integration has been federal; 
English, absorptive, incorporative. The earlier stages of federa- 
tion did not appear in the Southern colonies ; because there the 
unity of the first settlement was generally not broken ; 'the 
Virginia of the Kevolution wjis but an expansion of the James- 
town settlement; growth by agricultural development was not 
disintegration like growth by town establishment. But in New 
England the process was federative from the first, finding its most 
perfect type, probably, in Rhode Island, whose town atoms drew 
so slowly and reluctantly together and so long stoutly resisted 
the idea that they had in any^ sense been absorbed or subordinated 
under the operation of the charters of ‘ Jtlujde Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations.’ VTiat was at first mere confederation 
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between these smallest units, however, by degrees became virtual 
coalescence, and the absorbed towns finally formed but subordi- 
nate parts in the new and larger colonial units which drew 
together in the Continental Congresses. Between these larger 
units, these full-grown colonial states, union was from the first 
distinctly federative, matter of concession and contract. They 
were united in entirely voluntary association, as the Saxon 
kingdoms were not. 

Conscious Development of Institutions in America. — 

Throughout their development the colonies presented a marked 
contrast to English development in this, that the formulation 
of their institutions was conscious and deliberate. The royal 
colonies, like the proprietary and the charter colonies, exercised 
their rights of self-government under written grants of privilege 
from the Crown ; their institutions grew within the area of 
written constituent law ; from the first they had definite written 
‘ constitutions ’ wherein the general fabric of their governments 
was outlined. Constitution by written law, therefore, became 
very early one of the matter-of-course habits of colonial thought 
and action. When they cast off their allegiance to Great Britain 
their self-constitution as independent political bodies took the 
shape of a recasting of their colonial constitutions simply. Khode 
Island and Connecticut, as we have seen, did not even find it 
necessary to cliange their charters in any important particular : 
they already chose their own governors and officials as well as 
made their own laws. The other colonies, with little more 
trouble, found adequate means of self-government in changes 
which involved hardly more than substituting the authority of 
the jjeople for the authority of the English Crown. But the 
charter, the written constituent law, was retained : the new gov- 
ernments had their charters which emanated from the people, as 
the old governments had had theirs given by the king. Bopular 
conventions took the place of the Privy Council. The colonists 
were not inventing written constitutions ; they were simply con- 
tinuing, their former habitual constitutional life. 

-.// English Law and Precedent. — Whatever the form of 
colonial institutions, howes er, their substance and content were 
thoroughly English. In a sense, indeed, even the forms of colo- 
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nial constituent law may be said to have been English, since it 
was English practice which originated the idea and habit of giv- 
ing written grants of privilege to distant colonies. The colonial 
law of Canada and Australia stands to-day in much the same 
relation to the law of the mother country that the law of the 
American colonies bore to the law which created them (iJiige ‘2o5). 
Within the constitutions of the colonial and revolutionary time, 
at any rate, English law and precedent were closely followed. 
The English' common law has gone with Englishmen to the ends 
of the world. The English communities in America were but pro- 
jected parts of the greater English community at home ; the laws of 
private and personal relationship whicli obtained in England were 
recognized and administered also in the colonies ; and when, at 
the time of the Kevolution, the colonists developed out of their 
charters the constitutions under which they were to live as inde- 
pendent commonwealths their first care was to adopt this common 
law under which they had always acted. Important modifications 
were made, it is true, in the law thus adopted. It was purged 
of all class privilege, of all church prerogative, of all things in- 
compatible with the simple democratic society of the new world ; 
but no real break was made with the principles of English legal 
precedent and practice. 

Quite as naturally and quite as completely was English 
practice adhered to in the public law of the colonies and of the 
independent commonwealths into which they grew. The re- 
lations of the colonial legislatures with the colonial governors 
were substantially the relations of King and Parliament repro- 
duced on a small scale, btit with scarcely less earnestness and 
spirit. In all respects, except that of the erection of a responsible 
ministry representing and shielding the executive, the relations 
of the people to their governments suggest English precedent. 
The powers of the executive were, in small, the powers of the 
Crown. The courts were constituted as the English courts ■were, 
and followed the same rules of procedure. The English in 
America, being men of the same pracdical j)olitical race as Eng- 
lishmen ill England, struck out not a few lines of development of 
their own in suiting their institutions to the daily needs of a new 
civilization and to novel conditions of social organization ; Ameri- 
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can politics were not long in acquiring in many respects a charac: 
ter peculiarly their own. But the manner of development was 
English throughout: there was nowhere any turning of sharp 
corners: there was nowhere any break of continuity. To the 
present day our institutions rest upon foundations as old as the 
Teutonic peoples. 

Union: Preliminary Steps. — How much of political 
precedent that was their own the colonists had developed aj)- 
peared most distinctly when they came to put the timbers of 
their Union together in the days succeeding the Revolution. The 
colonies cannot be said to have framed any federative constituent 
law until 1777, when the Articles of Confederation were drawn 
up. Before that time they had cooperated without any determi- 
nate law of cooperation, acting rather upon the suggestions of 
international procedure than upon any clear recognition of corpo- 
rate combination. Preparations for union there had been, and 
signs of its coming ; but no more. For a period of forty years 
following the year 1643 the New England colonies had held 
together in a loose confederation against the In^lians; in 1754 
colonial delegates who had met at Albany for conference w'ith 
representatives of the Six Nations discussed a premature plan of 
union; in 1765 delegates from nine of the colonies met at New 
York and uttered in behalf of all English Americans that protest 
against taxation by Parliament which gave the key-note to the 
revolutionary movement that followed; and in 1774 sat the first 
of the series of ‘Continental Congresses’ with which began 
American union. But in none of these steps was there any 
creation of organic union; that was to be the result of slow 
processes, and was to be effected only by the formulation of aii 
entirely new body of law. 

Separateness of the Colonial Grovernments. — It is very 
important, if a just view is to be formed of the pi-ocesses by which the 
Union was constructed, to realize the complete separateness of the gov- 
ernments of the colonies. Tliey all held substantially the same general 
relation to the English authoritie.s ; they had a conunon duty as towards 
the distant countiy from which they had all come out ; but they were not 
connected with each other by any bonds of government on this side the 
sea. Each of the colonies had its separate executive officials, legislature. 
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and courts, which had no connection whatever with the officers, legisla- 
tures, and courts of any other colony. Their cooperation from time to 
time in meeting dangers which threatened them all alike was natural and 
spontaneous, but it was intermittent; it rested upon mere temporary 
necessity and had no basis of interior organic law. The colonists had 
many grounds of sympathy. Besides possessing the same blood and the 
same language, they entertained the same ideas about political justice , 
their dangers, whether proceeding from aggressions on the part of tlie 
French and Indiana which threatened their lives, or from aggressions 
by Parliament which threatened their liberties, were common dangers : 
they were one and all equally interested in the successful development 
and liberal government of the new country with which tliey had identified 
themselves. But the motive of their endeavors was always the preserva- 
tion of their internal and separate self-government; their liberties were 
historically coincident with their .separate organization and rights as dis- 
tinct governments. It was only by a slow and htal experience of the 
fatal consequences of any other course that the colonics were brought to 
subordinate themselves to a central authority wliicli could go further than 
mere conference and command them. They saw from the first the neces- 
sity for cooperation, but they did not see from the first the absolute 
necessity for union. Very slowly, considering the swift influences of 
revolution amidst which they worked, and very reluctantly, considering 
the evident dangers of separation which daily looked them in the face, 
did they construct the union which was to deprive them of the fulness 
of their loved independence. 

/' 

The Confederation. — It was not until 1781 that a founda- 
tion of distinct written law was put beneath the practice of union; 
it was not till 1789 that the law of the union was made organic. 
In 1781 the Articles of Confederation were fiTially adojitcd which 
had been proposed by the (iontineiital fioiigress of 1777. But 
those Articles gave no real integration to the confederated states : 
they were from the first a rope of sand which could bind no one. 
They did little more than legitimate the ("Continental Congress. 
Under them the powers of the Confederation were to be exercised 
by its Congress; its only executive or judicial organs were to be 
mere committees or agencies of the Coiigres.s; and it was in fact 
to have no real use for executive jmrts, for it was to have no 
executive rights. Its function was to he advice, not command. 
It hung upon the will of the states, being permitted no effective 
will of its own. The Articles were in effect scarcely more than 
an international convention. 
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The Articles oi Confederation formally vested the exercise 
of federal functions in a Congress just such as the Continental Con- 
gresses had been, — a Congress, that is, consisting of delegates from the 
several states, and in whose decisions the states were to have an abso- 
lutely equal voice. No state, it was arranged, should have her vote in 
the Congress unless represented by at least two delegates, and no state, 
on the other hand, was to he entitled to send more than seven delegates ; 
whether she sent two or seven, however, her vote was to be a single vote, 
upon which her delegates were to agree. The government thus consti- 
tuted was officially known as “The United States in Congress assembled.” 
For the exercise of representative functions it was very liberally and com- 
pletely equipped. To it the independence of the several states in dealing 
with foreign powers was entirely subordinated. It alone was to conduct 
international correspondence and sanction international agreements; it 
was to control the army and navy of the Confederation ; it was to preside 
over federal finances, doing all the borrowing and all the spending that 
might be necessary for the purposes of the common government ; it was 
to determine the value of current coin and the standards of weights and 
measures ; it was to be arbitrator in disputes between the states ; in brief, 
it was to be the single and dominant authority for all the graver common 
interests of the constituent states: its representative position was emi- 
nent and complete. 

'Weakness of the Confederation. — But it was given abso- 
lutely no executive power, and was therefore helpless and contemptible. 
It could take no important resolution without the difficult concurrence 
of nine states, — a concurrence made all the more difficult by the fact that 
the removal of the pressure of the war with England very greatly abated 
the interest of the states in the functions of the central Congress, and led 
some of them to fail again and again to send any delegates to its sessions. 
Its chief executive agency was a committee of its members represent- 
ing all the states (hence called the “Committee of States") and bound 
by the same hard rule of obtaining the concurrence of nine of its thir- 
teen members to every important executive step. Above all, its only 
power to govern was a power to advise. It could ask tlie states for 
money , but it could not compel them to give it ; it could a-sk them for 
troops, but could not force them to heed the requisition ; it could make 
treaties, but must trust the states to fulfil them ; it could contract debts, 
but must rely upon the states to pay them. It was a body richly enough 
endowed with prerogatives, but not at all endowed with powers. “The 
United States in Congress assembled’* formed a mere consultative and 
advisory board.' 
s 

STeed of a Setter TTnion. — It was the fatal executive 
impotency of the Confederation which led to the formation of the 



THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 289 

present stronger and more complete government. 'I’lie old Con- 
tinental Congresses had sufficed, after a fashion, to keep the 
colonies together so long as the pressure of the war continued. 
Throughout that war there had been, despite much indifference 
now and again on the part of some of the colonies to their duty, 
and of not a little positive dereliction of plain obligations, a 
remarkable degree of energy and unity of action among the con- 
federated colonists. But when the pressure of the war was 
removed there was an ominous access of indifference, an ill- 
boding decrease of respect for plighted faith between the states. 
Signs fast multiplied both of the individual weakness of the 
states and of the growth of threatening jealousies between them. 
A war of tariffs began between neighbor states on the seaboard, 
notably between New York and New Jersey and between Vir- 
ginia and Maryland. In Massachusetts there flared out, by 
reason of the poverty engendered by the war, a rebellion of 
debtors under Daniel Shays ■which it was for a moment feared 
the state authorities might find it impossible to cope with. It 
speedily became evident that, both for the sake of internal order 
and of interstate peace and goodwill, a real central government 
was needed. Central consultation would not suffice ; there must 
be central government. The Confederation, therefore, was no 
real advance upon the old Continental Congresses. Before a 
single decade had passed over the new government with its fair- 
spoken Articles a new union had been erected and the real his- 
tory of tjief' United States begun. 

kJ The Constitution : Colonial Precedents. — The present 
Constitution erects a very different government. It is the charter 
of a federal state, which has a commanding law and an indepen- 
dent power of its own, whose Constitution and law are the supreme 
law of the land. The Convention which framed the new Constitu- 
tion mgt in. Philadelphia in May; 1787, and fused together over 
the slow fires of prolonged debate the elements of English and 
colonial precedent which were to constitute the government of 
the United States. In the debates of that Convention during 
that memorable summer are to be read the particulars of the 
translation of English precedent into American practice made 
during the formative colonial period. Through the instrumen- 
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tality of tlie able men wlio composeA that extraordinary as- 
sembly, tlie government of tbe United States was fitted out 
with the full experience of the colonies and of the revolu- 
tionary states.* It wa^arranged that the legislature of the new 
federal government should consist, of two houses, not in direct 
imitation of the English system, whose House of Lords we 
did not have the materials for reproducing, but in conformity 
with an almost universal example set by the states. A single 
state furnished the precedent in accordance with -which a real 
difference of character was given to the two houses. The loAver 
house .of the Connecticut legislature was constituted by an equal 
representation of the towns of the state, while her upper house, 
composed of the governor, lieutenant-governor, and twelve ‘ as- 
sistants,’ represented her people at large: and Connecticut’s 
example showed the Convention a convenient way of compro- 
mise by which they could reconcile the two parties within it 
which were contending, the one for an equal representation of| 
the states in Congress after the absolute manner of the Confed- 
eration, the other for a proportional representation of the people. ( 
The Senate, it was agreed, should represent the states equally, 
the House of Eejiresentatives the people proportionally. The 
names Senate and House of Representatives were to be found 
already in use by several of the states. The single Executive, 
the President, -was an obvious copy of the state governors, many 
of whom at that time bore the name of president ; his veto po-wer 
was to be found fornndated ready to hand in the constitution of 
Hew York ; a method of impeachment was already prepared in 
the constitutions of half a dozen states. Several states had .also 
the office of Vice-President. With a fine insight into the real 
character of the government which they were constructing, the 
Convention provided that its judiciary should be placed, not 
under the President or the houses, but alongside of them, upon 

1 In describing the work of tlie Convention I follow here Professor Alex- 
ander Johnston’s admirable exposition given in the Nf.w Princeton Jievieu 
for September, 1887, under the title “The First Century of the Constitu- 
tion.” A convenient brief survey of the chief features of the state consti- 
tutions at tlie time of tlie formation of the present government of the Union 
may be found in Hildretli, -Vol. III., Chap. XLIV. 
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a footing of perfect equality with them. A similar arrangement 
obtained under the state constitutions. The function of constitu- 
tional interpretation was nowhere exi^licitly conferred, but existed 
in the nature of the case. It, necessarily as old as written char- 
ters and constitutions, was an inevitable corollary to their funda- 
mental proposition of a gift of limited powers. Written constitu- 
ent law is by its very nature a law higher than any statute the 
legislature acting under it can enact, and by that law, as by an 
invariable standard, must the courts test all acts of legislation.* 
The colonial courts had once and again upon this principle 
questioned the validity of colonial legislation, and the Supreme 
Court of the United States had long had a prototype in the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, whose function it 
was to hear appeals from the colonies, and whose practice it 
had been to pronounce against all laws incompatible with the 
royal charters (pages 219, 255).* 

When they came to equip Congress with powers, the Con- 
vention adopted the plan of careful enumeration. They set out the 
acts of government which were to be permitted to the legislature 
of the new government in a distinctly cast list of eighteen items. 
Even in doing this, however, they may be said to have been simply 
recording the experience of the Confederation. They were giving 
Congress the powers for lack of which the Congress of the Con- 
federation had proved helpless and ridiculous. It was only when 
they came to construct the machinery for the election of the Presi- 
dent that they left the field of American experience and English 
example and devised an arrangement which was so original that 
it was destined to break down almost as soon as it was put in 
operation. 

It is an instructive fact that tlie work of tlie Convention w.'is a, 
work of selection, not a work of creation, and that the success of 
their work was not a success of invention, always most dangerous 
in government, but a success of judgment, of selective wisdom, 
of practical sagacity, — the only sort of success in politics which 
can ever be made j^ermajient. 

' .Sec A. V. Dicey, The Law of the ConsliliUUm, Chap. Ill ; anil .1. Eiyce, 
The American Commonwealth, Chap. XXIII. 

" Sue Hriiitoii Coxe, Judicial Power and l/nconslitutional Legislation. 
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Character of the New GoTernment. — It is one of the dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of the English race whose political 
habit has been transmitted to us through the sagacious generation 
by whom this government was erected that they have never felt 
themselves bound by the logic of laws, but only by a practical 
understanding of them based upon slow precedent. For this race 
the law under which they live is at any particular time ivJiat it is 
then understood to be; and this understanding of it is compounded 
of the circumstances of the time. Absolute theories of legal 
consequence they have never cared to follow out to their con- 
clusions. Their laws have always been used as parts of the 
practical running machinery of their politics, — parts to be fitted 
from time to time, by interpretation, to existing opinion and social 
condition. 

Character of the Government Changes with Opinion. — 

It requires a steady, clear-viewed, thoroughly informed historical 
sense, therefore, to determine what was at any given time the 
real character of our political institutions. To us of the present 
day it seems that the Constitution framed in 1787 gave birth in 
1789 to a national government such as that which now constitutes 
an indestructible bond of union for the states ; but the men of that 
time would certainly have laughed at any such idea, — and for the 
English race, as I have said, every law is what those who admin- 
ister it think that it is. The men of 1789 meant to form “ a more 
perfect union ” than that which had existed under the Confedera- 
tion : they saw that for the colonies there must be union or disin- 
tegration ; they thought union needful and they meant to have it 
in any necessary degree. But they had no special love for the 
union which they set about consummating, and they meant to 
have as little of it as possible, — as little as might be compatible 
with wise providence in respect of the welfare of the new-fledged 
states. They were even more afraid of having too strong a cen- 
tral government than of having one which was too weak, and they 
accepted the new constitution offered them by the Convention of 
1787 because convinced of the truth of the arguments urged by its 
friends to the effect that the union would be federal inerelj’^ and 
would involve no real sacriflee of imjividuality or autonoin}' on 
the part of the states. 
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Early Sentiment towards the Union. — 1 1 is iistouiahiug 
to us of this generation to learn how much both of hostility and 
of indifEerence was felt for the new government, which we see to 
have been the salvation of the country. Even those who helped 
to make it and who worked most sincerely for its adoption enter- 
tained grave doubts as to its durability ; some of them even, in 
despondent moments, questioned its usefulness. Philosophic 
statesmen like Alexander Hamilton supported it with ardent pur- 
pose and sustained hope ; but for the average citizen, who was not 
in the least degree philosophic, it was at first an object of quite 
unexciting contemplation. It was for his state, each man felt, 
that his blood and treasure had been poured out : it was that 
Massachusetts and Virginia might be free that the war had been 
fought, not that the colonies might have a new central government 
set up over them. Patriotism was state patriotism. The states 
were living, organic persons : the union was an arrangement, — 
possibly it would prove to be only a temporary arrangement ; 
entirely new adjustments might have to be made. 

Early Tolerance of Threats of Secession. — It is by this 
frame of mind on the part of the first generation that knew the 
present Constitution that we must explain the undoubted early 
tolerance for threats of secession. The Union was too young to 
be sacred; the self-love of the states was too pronounced to be 
averse from the idea that complete state independence might at 
any time be resumed. Discontent in any quarter was the signal 
for significant hints at possible withdrawal. As the new system 
lived on from year to year and from year to year approved itself 
strong and effective it became resimcted ; as it gathered dignity 
and force regard was added to resimct, until at last the federal 
government became a rallying centre for great parties moved by 
genuine national sentiment. But at first neither love nor respect 
shielded the federal authorities from the jealousies and menaces 
of the states. The new government was to grow national with 
the growth of a national history and a national sentiment. 

Growth of the ITational Idea. — The career and fate of 
the Federalist party very well illustrate the first state of opinion 
concerning the Union. The Federalist party was the party of 
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the Constitution, — the party whieli had been chiefly instru- 
mental in Inioging about the adoption of the new fiume of gov- 
ernment. Immediately upon the inauguration of the present 
Union this party of its friends was put in charge of the new 
central body politic. It presided over the critical period of its 
organization, and framed the first measures which gave it finan- 
cial credit, international consideration, security, and energj'. 
But it soon became evident that the Federalists held views as to 
the nature of the new government which not all of those who had 
voted for the adoption of the Constitution were willing to sanc- 
tion. They assumed for the federal authorities prerogatives of 
too great absoluteness, and seemed to many to be acting upon the 
idea that the purpose of the Constitution was to subordinate, and 
if need be sacrifice, state interests to the interests of the general 
government. Very speedily, therefore, they brought a reaction 
upon themselves, and were displaced by a party which felt that 
the limitations put by the Constitution upon federal authority 
ought to be very strictly observed. This new party, calling itself 
‘Democratic-Republican,’ may be said to have been created by tl>e 
injudicious excesses of the Federalists; and from this point of 
view the Federalist jjarty may be said to have effected its own 
destruction. After its first national defeat it never again came 
into power. Rapidly in some places, slowly in others, it went 
utterly to pieces. 

But, although the Federalist party was destroyed, time 
worked in favor of its political conceptions. The Democratic- 
Republicans soon found that success in conducting the affairs of 
the federal government was, even for them, conditioned upon a 
very liberal reading of the authority conferred by the Constitu- 
tion ; and by slow degrees they drifted into practices of ‘ broad 
construction ’ quite as abhorrent to their own first principles as 
the much berated measures of the Federalists had been. But the 
Democratic-Republicans, — or the Democrats as they were before 
long more briefly called, — had the advantage of a corresponding 
change in public opinion. That, too, was steadily becoming 
nationalist in its tendencies. 

Railroads, Expansion, and War aid the Rational Idea.— 
So long as the peojde of one section of the country saw little or 
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nothing of the ]jeopIe of the other sections, separateness of feel- 
ing and localiiess of view continued to exist and to exercise a 
controlling force; the majority of the people continued to put 
the states before the nation in their thoughts and to demand 
more or less punctilious regard for state i)rerogatives. But when 
railroads began to be built and to multiply ; when people from 
all parts of the Union began to go out and settle the AVest 
together; when seeing each other and trading with each other 
began to make the people of all the states very much alike in 
most of the greater things of habit and institution, and even in 
most of the smaller things of opinion and conduct; when new 
states which had grown up in the AYest without any of the old 
conservati%’e colonial traditions Ijegan to be admitted to the Union 
in increasing numbers, regarding themselves as born in and of 
the Union; when a second war with England and a hot struggle 
with Mexico had tested the government and strengthened a sen- 
timent of national patriotism, — -then at length it began to be 
very generally tliought that the Federalists had been right after 
all ; that the federal government ought to come first in considera- 
tion, even at the cost of some state ])ride. 

Slavery stands in the Way of Nationality. — AVhat stood 
most in the way of the universal growth of this sort of national 
feeling Avas the great difference between the northern and southern 
portions of the Union caused by the existence of slavery in the 
South. So long as the laborers in the South were slaves and those 
of the North free men, these two sections could not becojiie like 
one another either socially or politically, and could not have the 
same national feeling. The North and Northwest meant one 
thing when they spoke of the nation ; Avhile the South meant quite 
another thing. Ejich meant a nation socially and politically like 
itself. The tAvo section.s, therefore, raj)idly became dissatisfied 
Avith living together under the .same political system, and the seces- 
sion so much talked about in various rpiarters in the earlier days 
of the Union at last became a reality. Inevitably came the Avar of 
secession, by means of Avhose fiery processes the differences of insti- 
tution betAveen North and South Avere to be swept utterly away 

Civil War completes the Union. — The war wrought 
changes of the most ]>rofound character. Secession was pre- 
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vented, the Union was preserved, and slavery was forever 
abolished ; these were the immediate effects of the struggle. 
But the remoter results were even more important. They pene. 
trated to the changing of the very nature of the Union, though 
the form of the federal government remained in all essential feah 
ures unaltered. The great effect of the war was, that the nation 
was made, in social institutions, at last homogeneous. There 
was no longer any permanent reason why the South should not 
become like the rest of the country in character and sentiment. 
Both sections were brought to the same modes of life and thought ; 
there was no longer any legal obstacle to their being in reality one 
great nation. The effort made in the war, moreover, to preserve 
the Union, and the result of the war in making the country at 
last socially homogeneous throughout, has made the federal gov- 
ernment, as the representative of the nation, seem greater in our 
eyes than ever before, and has permanently modified in the pro- 
foundest manner the way in which all the old questions concern 
ing constitutionality and state rights are regarded. 

Present Character of the Union. — It by no means fol- 
lows that because we have become in the fullest organic sense 
a nation, ours has become a unitary government, its federal feat- 
ures merged in a new national organization. The government 
of the Union has indeed become permanent, the cherished repre- 
sentative, the vital organ of our life as a nation ; but the states 
have not been swallowed up. Their prerogatives are as essential 
to our system as ever, — are indeed becoming more and moi'e 
essential to it from year to year as the already vastly complex 
organism of the nation expands. But, instead of regarding the 
government of the United States and the government of a state 
as two governments, as our fathers did, we now regard them, — 
if we may make a matter-of-fact analysis of our working views m 
politics, — as two parts of one and the same government, two 
complementary parts of a single system. The value of the plan 
of government which our statesmen adopted at the first, the plan 
of functions divided between national and state authorities, has 
depreciated not a whit : we are only a little less anxious about 
the clearness of the lines of division. The national government 
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still has its charter, somewhat enlarged since the war, but sub- 
stantially the same document as of old ; and the national authori- 
ties must still coniine themselves to measures within the sanction 
of that charter. The state governments, too, still have their 
charters, and still have valid claim to all powers not specifically 
delegated to the government of the Union. Liberal construction 
of the federal charter the nation wants, but not a false construe 
tion of it. The nation properly conies before the states in honor 
and importance, not because it is more important than they are 
but because it is all important to them and to the maintenance oi 
every principle of government which we have established and 
still cherish. The national government is the organic frame of 
the states: it has enabled, and still enables, them to exist. 

Present Character of the Government of the Union. — 
It is perhaps most in accordance with the accomplished results 
of our national development to describe the government of the 
United States, not as a dual government, but as a double govern- 
ment, so complete is the present integration of its state and fed- 
eral parts. Government with us has ceased to be plural and has 
become singular, the ■government of the United States. Distinct 
as are its parts, they are not separate. The state and federal 
systems are so adjusted under our public law that they may not 
only operate smoothly and effectively each in the sphere which is 
exclusively its own, but also fit into each other with perfect har- 
mony of cooperation Avherever their jurisdictions cross or are 
parallel, acting as parts of one and the same frame of govern- 
ment, with an uncontested subordination of functions and an 
Undoubted common aim. 

Although these two parts of our government are thus 
vitally united, however, thus integrated into what is in reality 
a single scheme of government, sjate law by no means depends 
upon federal law for its sanction. The Constitution of the 
United States and the laws and treaties passed in pursuance 
thereof are indeed the supreme law of the land, but their su- 
premacy does not trench upon or displace the self-originated 
authority of the states in the immensely important sphere re- 
served to them. Although it is true, taking our system as a 
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whole, that the governinents of the states are suljorclinate in oui 
politica l_oriler to the government of the Union, they are not sub- 
ordinate in the sense of being subject to be coninianded by it, but 
only in being less than national in their jurisdiction. 

The States not Administrative Divisions but Constituent 
Members of the Union. — The common and convenient distinction 
between central and local government furnishes here no appropri- 
ate ground of discrimination. A central government, as contra- 
distinguished from a local government within the meaning of 
that distinction, is a government which i)rescribes both the con- 
stitution and the mode of action of the lesser organs of the sys- 
tem to which it belongs. This the governments of the states do 
with reference to the townships, the counties, the cities within 
their territories: these local bodies are merely administrative 
divisions of the states, agencies delegated to do the daily work 
of local government. But there is no such relationship between 
the federal government and the states. They are not adminis- 
trative divisions but constituent members of the Union, cobrdi- 
nate Avith the Union in their powers, in no sense subject to it 
in their appropriate spheres. They are excluded, indeed, by the 
federal Constitution from the exercise of certain functions, but 
the great and all-important functions which they do exercise 
are not given them by that Constitution : they are exercised, ou 
the contrary, upon the completest principles of self-direction. 
A\e may properly distinguish the government of a county and 
the government of a state by the distinction betAveen local and 
central government, but not the government of a state and the 
government of the Union. 

Character, Oroaxs, axd Function.'! op the States. 

'/ The States properly come first in a description of the 
government of this countiy, not only because it Avas in conform- ■ 
ity Avith state models and precedents that the federal government 
Avas constructed, but also and more particularly because the great 
bulk of the business of government still rests Avith the state 
authorities. The states still carry by far the greater part of 
the weight of the governing function, still constitute the ordinary 
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fountains of justice and of legal right, still stand nearest- tihe 
people "rii^flie regulation of all their social and legal relation- 
ships. Like the Swiss Cantons, our states have given to the 
government which hinds them together their own forms of con- 
stitution. Even more than the Cantons, our states have re- 
tained their right to rule their citizens in all ordinary matters 
without federal interference. They are the cdiief creators of law 
among us. They are the chief constituent units of our political 
system not only, but are also self-directive units. They make up 
the mass, the body, the constituent tissue, the organic stuft' of the 
government of the country. “ The federal government,” as Tocqiie-j 
ville said, ‘'ia the exception; the government of the states is the I 
ruie.” To them is intrusted our daily welfare, to the federal gov- 
ernment only certain collective interests. U pon the chavacter of the 
state go'vernments depends the character of the nation in its several 
constituent members ; upon the character of tlie federal govern- 
ment depends the character of the nation as a whole. If we are 
to begin our study of our imstitutions at the centre, at the heart 
of self-government, we must begin with the states. 

The Law of the States: its Character. — The law of each 
state consists of two great parts, (1) tlie (’onstitutiou, statutes, and 
treaties of the United States and (2) the constitution and statutes ’ 
of the state. The Constitution, statutes, and treaties of the United 
States are the supreme law of the land not so much in the sense 
of being set above the constitutions and laws of the states as in 
the sense of being, by virtue of the in’inciples of our public law, 
integral parts of the law of the states. The constitutions of 
several of the states explicitly declare the Constitution of the 
United States to be a part of their fundamental law : but such 
declarations are only formal recogiritions of a principle now in all 
cases indubitable. On their legal as well as on their i)olitical side 
the two parts of our system have been completely integrated. . 
Upon the state courts as well as upon the courts of the United 
States rests the duty of administering federal law. The federal 
Constitution is a negative portion of state law in respect of the 
limitations which it sets to the sphere of state activity ; but the 
laws passed by Congress under the authorit}^ of that Constitu- 
tion are also 2 'ositive portions of state law, whose mandates all 
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officers of government, whether state or federal, are bound to 
obey. 

The constituted authoritiee of the states do not stand in 
the same relation, however, to the Constitution and laws of the 
Union that they bear to state law. Of state law they are the 
final interpreters, but of federal law they are only provisional in- 
terpreters. In acting upon federal law state officers always act 
subject to the supervision of the federal tribunals. 

The functions of the state courts with regard to the inter- 
pretation of federal law very forcibly illustrate the adjustments of our 
system. If in any case brought in a state court the question arise whether 
a certain state law involved in the case is or is not in violation of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, the court may freely give its judgment upon 
the question, iuid if its judgment be that the state law is not constitutional 
that judgment is conclusive. If, however, it should declare the law to he 
in agreement with the federal Constitution, its opinion may he cited to a 
federal tribunal for revision. Tlie federal law is, thus, not regarded as a 
thing apart from the law of a state, too sacred to he handled by any but 
the federal courts, its specially constituted guardians : it is a part of stafe 
law and the state courts may declare and apply its principles. But in the 
last resort the federal courts must themselves shield it from a too liberal 
or too prejudiced judgment by state judges, who may very conceivably 
be interested to vindicate the statutes of their state as against any objec- 
tions drawn from the law of the Union. Both for the sake of making it 
uniform and for the sake of keeping it supreme federal law must receive 
its final adjudication in its own courts. 

Scope of State Law. — A moment’s thought suffices to 
reveal how very great a field of activity, how preponderant a part 
remains under our system to the states. The powers of the fed- 
eral government seem great by enumeration. Besides being in- 
trinsically powers of the greatest importance, they are made the 
more imposing in the Constitution by the fact of their being set 
forth in an exhaustive list. The residmmi of powers that remains 
to the states, consisting as it does of unenumerated items, is 
vague, and because vague seems unimportant by comparison. 
A moment’s examination of this residuum however, a moment’s 
consideration of its contents, puts a very different face on the 
matter. It is worth Avhile for the sake of an adequate under- 
standing of the real divisio» of powers under our government tc 
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give to the powers remaining with the states something like the 
same setting forth that is given to those granted to the Union. 

legislative Powers of the Union. — The Constitution of 
the United.- States grants to Congress first of all the power to. lay 
an(i_cpllect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises for the support of 
the government of the Union, the payment of its debts, and the 
promotion of the common defence and welfare, and also the power 
to borrow money on the credit of the United States : but these 
powers of taxation and borrowing belong also to the states, except 
t hat t hey-must raise their revenues without resort to duties, im- 
posts, a nd excises, the privilege of imposing these being reserved ^ 
to the Union exclusively. The powers which distinguish the 
general government from the governments of the states are not 
these powers of raising money but these others : To control the 
monetary system of the country, to maintain post-offices and post- 
roads, to grant patents and copyrights, to deal with crimes com- 
mitted on the high seas or against the law of nations, to shape the 
foreign relations of the country, to declare war and control the 
military forces of the nation, and to regulate commerce both witli 
foreign countries and among the. .states. It is empowered also to ' 
establish uniform rules of naturalization and uniform laws concern- 
ing bankruptcy ; but these powers do not belong to it exclusively. ' 
In case Congress does not act in these matters, the states may 
adopt laws for themselves concerning them. All the powers of 
the general government are plainly such as affect interests which 
it would be impossible to regulate harmoniously by any scheme 
of separate state action, and only such ; all other powers whatever 
remain with the states. 

Powers withheld from the States. — Some powers, it is 
true, the Constitution of the United States expressly withholds 
from the states, besides those granted exclusively to the general 
government. Uo state may pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto "■ 
law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, or grant any 
title of nobility ; no state may, without the consent of Congress, 
lay any imposts or duties, keeiJ troops or ships of war in time of 
peace, enter into any agreement with another state or with a 
foreign power, or engage in war unless actually invaded or in such 
immediate danger as will not admit of delay. But these prohibi- 
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tions obviously curtail scarcely at all the sphere which the states 
would in any case normally occupy within the scheme of federal 
union. 

Powers left with the States. — Compared with the vast 
prerogatives of the state legislatures, these limitations seem 
small enough. All the civil and religious rights of our citizens 
dejjead upon state legislation; the education of the people is 
in the care of the states ; with them rests the regulation of the 
suffrage; they prescribe the rules of marriage, and the legal rela- 
tions of husband and wife, of parent and child ; they determine the 
powers of masters over servants and the whole law of principal 
and agent, which is so vital a matter in all business transactions ; 
they regulate partnership, debt and credit, and insurance; they 
constitute all corporations, both private and municipal, except 
such as specially fulfil the financial or other specific functions of 
the federal government ; they control the possession, distribution, 
and use of property, the exercise of trades, and all contract 
relations ; and they formulate and administer all criminal law, 
except only that Avhich concerns crimes committed against the 
United. States, qn^the high seas, or against the law of nations. 
Space would fail in which to enumerate the particular items of 
this vast range of power ; to detail its parts would be to catalogue 
all social and business relationships, to set forth all the founda- 
tions of law and order. 

A striking illustration of the preijonderant part played by state 
law under our sy.stem is supplied in the surprising fact that only one out 
of the dozen greatest subjects of legislation which engaged the public 
mind in England during the nineteenth centui-y would have come within the 
power's of the federal government under the Constitution as it stood before 
the war, only two under the Constitution as it stands since the addition of 
the war amendments. I .suppose that I am justified in singling out as 
these twelve greiitost subjects of legislation the following : Catholic eman- 
cipation, parliamentary reform, the abolition of slavery, the amendment 
of the poor-laws, the reform of municit>al coiporations, the repeal of the 
corn laws, the admission of the .Jews to Parliament, the disestablishment 
of the Irish church, the alleratiun of the Irish land laws, the establishment 
of national education, the introduction of the ballot, and the reform of the 
criminal law. Of these every one except the corn laws and tlie abolition 
of slaverj' would have been under our system, so far as they could be 
dealt with at all, subjects for state regulation entirely ; and it was only 
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by constitutional amendment made in recognition of the accomplished 
facts of the war that slavery, which was formerly a question reserved 
for state action, and for state action alone, was brought within tlie field 
of the federal authority.^ 

Non-constitutional Provisions in State Constitutions. — 

One of the most characteristic circuinstaiices connected with our 
state law is the threatened loss of all real distinction between 
constitutional and ordinary law. Constitutions are in their 
proper nature bodies of law by which government is constituted, 
by which, that is, goverument is given its organization and 
functions. Private law, the regulation of the relations of citi- 
zens to each other in their private capacities, does not fall 
within their legitimate province. This principle is fully recog- 
nized in the construction of our federal Constitution, which 
is strong arid flexible chiefly because of its great, its admirable 
simplicity and its strictly constitutional scope. But constitution- 
making in the states, especially in tlie newer states, has pro- 
ceeded upon no such idea,- Not only do the constitutions of 
the states go very much more into detail in their prescriptions 
touching the organization of the government; they go far beyond 
organic provisions and undertake the ordinary, but very diiTereiit, 
work of legislative enactment. They commonly embody regula- 
tions, for example, with reference to the management of state 
property, such as canals and roads, and for the detailed admini.s- 
tration of the state debt ; they determine the amounts and sorts 
of property which are to be exempt from seizure for private 
debt ; they formulate sumptuary laws, such as those forbidding 
the sale of intoxicating liquors ; at a score of points they enter 
without hesitation or restraint the field usually reserved for the 
action of legislative bodies. 

Distrust of Legislation. — The motive is dissatisfaction 
with legislation, distrust of legislators, a wish to secure for cer- 
tain classes of law a greater permanency and stability than is 
vouchsafed to statutes, which stand in constant peril of altera- 

^ Compare J. F. Jameson, Iiitroihictioii to the Constitutional and Political 
History of the Individual States, Johns Hopkins University StuiUes in His- 
torical and Political Science, 4tb Series, p. 9 (continuous p. 189). 
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tion or repeal. A further motive is the desire to give to such 
laws the sanction of a popular vote. It is the almost universal 
practice throughout the Union to submit constitutional provisions 
to a vote of the people; and the non-constitutional provisions 
which are becoming so common in our constitutions are virtually 
only ordinary laws submitted to popular sanction and so placed, 
along with the rest of the instrument of which they form incon- 
gruous parts, beyond the liability of bemg changed otherwise 
than through the acquiescence of the same ultimate authority. 
The practice perhaps discovers a tendency towards devising 
means for making all very important legal provisions deiiendent 
upon direct popular participation in the process of enactment. 

The objections to the practice are as obvious as they are 
weighty. General outlines of organization, such as the Consti- 
tution of the United States contains, may be made to stand with- 
out essential alteration for long periods together ; but, in propor- 
tion as constitutions make jjrovision for interests whose aspects 
must change from time to time with changing circumstance, they 
enter the domain of such law as must be subject to constant 
luodilication and adaptation. Hot only must the distinctions 
between constitutional and ordinary law hitherto recognized and 
valued tend to be fatally obscured, but the much to be desired 
stability of constitutional iirovisions must in great part be sacri- 
ficed. Those constitutions which contain the largest amount of 
extraneous matter, wliich does not concern at all the structure or 
functions of government, but only private or particular interests, 
must of course, however carefully drawn, prove subject to most 
frequent change. In some of our states, accordingly, constitu- 
tions have been as often changed as important statutes. The 
danger is that constitution-making will become with us only a 
cumbrous mode of legislation. 

Distrust of the legislatures is further indicated by the intro- 
duction in several states of the initiative and the referendum for 
ordinary laws. By the former a certain percentage of the elec- 
torate may initiate legislation by a petition which, when properly 
signed and forwarded to the Secretary of State, compels the sub- 
I mission to popnlar vote of the measure set out in the petition. 
By the referendum a certain percentage of the electorate, gener- 
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ally smaller than, in the case of the initiative, may compel the' 
submission to popular vote of a measure already passed by thel 
legislature. 

The objections to the initiative and the referendum are that 
they assume a discriminating judgment a nd a fullness of infor- 
mation on the part of flie people touching questions of public pol- 
icy which they do not often possess, and that it lowers the sense 
of responsibility on the part of legislators. In their behalf it 
may be urged that they enable the people to pass good measures 
and to kill bad ones and that their educational value is large._ 

Constitutional AmendmehfeT— ^e~amendment of state 
constitutions, like the amendment of the federal Constitution, can 
be effected only by elaborate, formal, and unusual processes which 
are meant to hedge the fundamental law about with a greater 
dignity and sanctity than attaches to any other body of legal 
precepts. The theory of our whole constitutional arrangement 
is, that the people have not only, in establishing their constitu- 
tions, bound their agents, the governing bodies and officials of 
the states, but have also bound themselves, — have bound them- 
selves to change the fundamental rules which they have made 
only by certain formal and deliberate processes which must mark 
the act of change as at once solemn and fully advised. 

The distinction between constitutional provisions and ordinary 
laws is further lessened in those sbites which have adopted the 
initiative and the referendum both for constitution making and 
amending and for the passage of oi-dinary laws. By their intro- 
duction the formal difference between the constitution and a 
statnte, adopted through their use, has been very largely removed. 

In England, constitutional amendment is not distinguishable 
from simple legislation (page 210). Parliament maj^ by simple 
Act, change any, even the most fundamental, principle of govern- 
ment that the deliberate opinion of the nation wishes to see 
changed. Where the constitution consists for the most part of 
mere precedent, and for the rest of Acts of Parliament or royal 
ordinances simply, it may be altered as easily as precedent may be 
departed from. In England that is not easily. The great con- 
servative force there is the difficultj' with which Englishmen 
abandon established courses. 
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lu France constitutional ammd ment ditt'ers from o rdinary 
legislation only in this, that the t\7o chambers must sit together 
at VersaiUes, as a single National Assembly, when passing laws 
which affect the constitution (page 156). 

In Germany constitutional amendment differs from ordinary 
legislation only ih“fhe number of votes’ required for the passage 
of an amendment through the Bundesratli, in which fourteen 
negative votes will defeat it. In the United States, on the con- 
trary, constitutional amendment ditt'ers from ordinary legislation 
both in formal procedure and in the political powers called into 
action to effect it. 

Preliminary Steps of Amendment. — Legislatures, with 
us, cannot of themselves undertake any general revision of the 
fundamental law. In ease a general revision of a state constitu- 
j tion is sought to be effected, the legislature is empowered to pro- 
j pose the calling of a popular convention to be chosen specially 
for the purpose ; the question whether or not such a convention 
shall be called must be submitted to the people ; if they vote for 
its bemg summoned, it is elected by the usual suffrage ; it meets 
and undertakes the revision, and then usually submits the results 
of its labors to the popular vote,.which may either accept those 
results, or reject them and fall back upon the old constitutional 
arrangements. 

In many of the states a proposition for the calling of such a 
• convention may be submitted to the people only if adopted by a 
■itwo-tliirds vote of both houses of the legislature. The new state 
constitution, adopted in South Carolina (1896) and in Delaware 
(1897) were not submitted to the popular vote, but were promul- 
gated as law by the conventions which framed them. This 
method of adoption was once not uncommon ; but it is now very 
unusual. 

Proposal of Amendments. — Legislatures may, however, 
themselves propose particular amendments to constitutional pro- 
visions. In some of the states a mere majority vote suffices for 
the preliminary adoption of amendments by the legislature, 
though in most states larger majorities, ranging from three-fifths 
of a quorum to two-thirds of all the elected members of each 
house, must be obtained. Hut in almost all cases iropular sane- 
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tion must follow : a vote of the people being made an indispen- 
sable condition precedent to the incorporation of an a mendqie nt 
in th e funda mental law. In many states, indeed, amendments 
proposed thus by the legislature must be adopted by two stccces- 
sive legislatures, besides receiving the people’s sanction, before 
they can become part of the constitution. In some a popular vote 
intervenes between the two legislative adoptions which must be 
had before the desired amendment is effected. In Delaware 
amendments may be made without a popular vote, if adopted 
b y a tW- O-thir ds vote in two successive legislatures, a renewal of 
the representative house by election intervening. 

In some of the states amendments to the constitution can also 
be proposed by the initiative of the people and when so proposed 
must be submitted to popular vote and, if adopted, become part 
of the constitution without the participation of the legislature. 

The details of these processes differ widely in different states. 
In Vermont oidy the senate can propose amendments, and it only 
at intervals of ten years. In Connecticut amendments can be 
originated only by the house of representatives. Various restric- 
tions, too, are in many of the states put upon the number of 
clauses of the constitution to which amendments can be proposed 
at any single legislative session, the number of times amend- 
ments may be submitted to the people within a specified term 
of years, and the method to be followed in the popular vote 
when more than one amendment is sulnnitted. In most states, 
too, special popular majorities are required for the adoption of 
all constitutional changes. 

, These processes of amendment have been found by no means 
so difficult as they seem. The habit of inserting in state consti- 
tutions enactments not properly belonging with constitutional 
provisions, and which must be subject to fre(]uent alteration, has 
led to frequent appeals to the peo])le for puri)oses of amendment, 
and has served to show how easy amendment may be made. So 
ea.sy and normal, indeed, have apjieals to the ])eople in state 
affairs become tliat the constitution of New Hampshire goes the 
lengtli of providing for the submission to the vote of the peo2)le 
every seven years of the question whether or not the state con- 
stitution shall be revised by a convention called for the imrpose. 
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while that of Iowa commands the submission of the same ques> 
tion to the people every ten years, that of Michigan every sixteen 
years ; and the constitutions of New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, and 
Maryland direct its submission every twenty years. 

Conflict of Laws. — The plan of leaving to the states the 
regulation of all that portion of tlie law which most nearly touches 
our daily iuterests, and which in effect determines the whole 
structure of society, the whole organic action of industry and 
business, has some very serious disadvantages : disadvantages 
which make themselves more and more emphatically felt as 
modern tendencies of social and political development more and 
more prevail over the old conservative forces. When the Consti- 
tution of the Union was framed the states were practically very 
far distant from one another. Difficulties of travel very greatly 
restricted intercourse between them : being, so to say, physically 
separate, it was no inconvenience that they were also legally sepa- 
rate. But now that the railroad and the telegraph have made 
the country small both to the traveller and to the sender of mes- 
sages the states have been geographically and socially compacted. 
Above all, they have been commercially and industrially knit 
together. State divisions, it turns out, are not natural economic 
divisions ; they practically constitute no boundaries at all to any 
distinctly marked industrial regions. Variety and conflict of 
laws, consequently, have brought not a little friction and confu- 
sion into our social and business arrangements. 

Detrimental Effects. — At some points this diversity and 
multiformity of law almost fatally affect the deepest and most 
abiding interests of the national life. Above all things else, it 
has touched the marriage relation, that tap-root of all social 
growth, with a deadly corruption. Not only has the marriage tie 
been very greatly relaxed in some of the states, while in others it 
retains its old-time tightness, so that the conservative rules which 
jealously guarded the family, as the heart of the state, promise 
amid the confusion to be almost forgotten ; but diversities be- 
tween state and state have made possible the most scandalous 
processes of collusive divorce and fraudulent marriage. 

In the Matter of Taxation so great a variety of law 
obtains among the states as to preclude in part a normal and 
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healthy economic develoimient. Special taxes drive out certain 
employments from some states, special exemptions artificially 
foster them in others ; and in many (quarters ill-judged or ill- 
adjusted systems of taxation tend to hamper industry and 
exclude capital. So, too, in the matter of corporations diversity 
of state law works great confusion and partial disaster to the 
interests of commerce and industry, not only because some 
states are less careful in their creation and control of corpora- 
tions than others, and so work liarm to their own citizens, but 
also because loosely or unwisely incorporated companies created 
by the laws of one state may do business and escape proper 
responsibility in another state. 

In the Criminal Law, again, variety works social damage, 
tending to concentrate crime where laws are lax, and to under- 
mine by diffused percolation the very principles which social 
experieuM has established for the control of the vicious classes. 
So, too, in laws concerning debt, special exemptions or special 
embarrassments of procedure here, there, and everywhere impair 
that delicate instrument, credit, upon whose perfect operation the 
prosperity of a commercial nation depends. 

Proposals of Peform. — It is in view of such a state of 
affairs, such a multiformity and complexity of law touching mat- 
ters which ought, for the good of the (tountry, to be uniformly 
and simply regulated throughout the Union, that various exten- 
sions of the sphere of the federal government have been proposed 
by sanguine reformers, who would have all interests which need 
for their advancement uniform rules of law given over to the (lare 
of Congress by constitutional amendment. 

Evils of the Case Easily Exaggerated. — The extent of 
the legal friction and (ionfusion complained of may, however, 
easily be exaggerated. It is in most cases a confusion of detail 
and of procedure rather than of principle or substance, and has 
more exasperations for the lawyer than for the layman. Unques- 
tionably there is vastly more uniformity than diversity. Nearly 
all the states have built up their law upon the ancient and (!om- 
mon foundation of the Common Law of Englsyid, the new states 
borrowing their legislation in great part from the old. Nothing 
could afford clearer evidence of this than the freedom with which, 
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in the courts of nearly every state in the Union, the decisions 
of the courts of the other states, and even the decisions of the 
English courts, ai’e cited as suggestive or illustrative, some- 
times also as authoritative, precedent. Everywhere, for instance, 
the laws of property rest upon substantially -the same bases of 
legal principle, and everywhere those laws have been similarly 
freed from the burdens and inequalities of the older system from 
which they were derived. Everywhere there is the same facility 
of ti-ansfer, the same virtual abolition of all feudal character- 
istics of tenure, the same separation between the property in- 
terests of man and wife, the same general rules as to liens and 
other claims on property, the same principles of tenancy, of 
disposition by will, and of intestate inheritance. Every- 
where, too, contracts, common carriage, sales, negotiable paper, 
and partnership rest npon similar principles of practically uni- 
versal acceptance. We feel the conflicts, because we suffer under 
their vexations ; while we fail to realize and appreciate the uni- 
formities, because they are normal and have come to seem matters 
of course. It must be acknowledged, moreover, that even within 
the area of irritation there are strong corrective forces at work, a 
growing moral sentiment and a fashion of imitation, promising 
the initiation and propagation of reform. As the country grows 
socially and politically, its tendency is to compact, to get a com- 
mon thought and establish common practices. As it compacts, 
likenesses will be emphasized, diversities pared and worn away. 

Louisiana and New Mexico stand .apart with a peculiar law of their own, 
unlike tiie law of tlie rest of tlie .states, because based upon the civil law of 
France and Spain, wliicli is Roman law filtered through the histories of tlie 
Romance nations. Inevitably, however, the laws of these exception.al com- 
munities have approximated in some degree to the legal systems of tlie rest 
of the Union ; and they will draw .still chiser to them in the future. 

Interstate Law: Commerce. — In a country being thus 
compacted, thus made broader than its states in its feelings and 
interests, thus turned away from the merely local enterprise of 
its early industrial history to the national commerce and produc- 
tion of the present generation, state lines must coincide with the 
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lines of very few affairs which are not political : there must be 
many calls for the adjusting weight of an authority larger than 
that of any single state. Most such interests, happily, are 
commercial in their nature, and with the regulation of interstate 
commerce Congress has always been charged. It was to give 
Congress this power, indeed, that the great constitutional con- 
vention was called : interstate commerce was one of the chief 
sources of the alarming friction between the states which marked 
that time of crisis. It is by the operation of this power that the 
great railroad systems of this country, and the endless telegraph 
and telephone lines, have come under the guardianship, and, so 
far as Congress has chosen, under the regulation of the federal 
government. Federal law cannot touch agencies of commerce 
which lie wholly within a single state ; but there are nowiidays 
very few such agencies, and the jurisdiction of Congress over 
commerce, where it does exist, is exclusive of all interference by 
the states. Federal law controls all navigable waters which 
constitute natural highways of interstate traffic or intercourse, 
whether directly or only through their connections ; it extends to 
such waters, not only, but also to the control of the means by 
which commerce may cross them in its land passage, to the 
construction, that is, of bridges over navigable waters for the 
facilitation of land traffic. It excludes every state tax or 
license law, every state regulation whatever, that in any way 
affects by way of restriction or control any movement of com- 
merce or intercourse between the states. 

Posts and Telegraphs. — Directly supplementary to the 
power of Congress over intersfcite commerce is its j)ower to 
establish post-offices and post-roads. This has been interpreted 
to Bestow upon Congress the right to facilitate telegraphic inter- 
course between the states by taking measures to break down 
exclusive privileges granted by a state ; and it must undoubtedly 
be taken as rounding out to a perfect wholeness the control of 
the general government over the means of communication 
between state and state. 

Of eourse, too, this is a jurisdiction which must necessarily ad- 
vance with lengthening strides as the movements of our already 
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vast commerce become yearly even wider still and more rapid. 
It has been made, indeed, to carry also a promise even of federal 
ownership of the telegraph systems of the country, and of a very 
much more extensive regulation of railway management than 
has yet been ventured upon.* The most significant step yet 
taken was the creation, in 1887, of an Interstate Commerce 
Commission charged with the prevention of unjust discrimina- 
tions in railroad rates either for freight or 2 )assage. This Com- 
mission has already become one of the most important judicial 
bodies of the nation, and illustrates a very important experiment 
in federal control. 

Citizenship. — Citizenship in the United States illus- 
trates the double character of the government. Whoever pos- 
sesses citizenship at all is a citizen both of the United States 
and of the state in which he lives. He cannot be a citizen of 
the United States alone, or only of a state ; he must be a citizen 
of both or of neither : the two parts of his citizenship cannot 
be separated. The responsibilities of citizenship, too, are both 
double aud direct. Under our federal system punishment for the 
violation of federal law falls directly upon individuals, as does 
punishment for the violation of state law ; the obligation of obe- 
dience is in both cases direct : every citizen must obey both federal 
law and the law of his own state. His citizenship involves direct 
relations with the authorities of both parts of the government 
of the country, and connects him as immediately with the power 
of the marshals of the United States as with the power of the 
sheriff of his own county, or the constable of his own town. 

The population of the United States is probably less stationary 
in its residence than the population of any other country in the 
world, and frequent changes of residence have led to a great 
facilitation of the transfer of citizenship from one state to 
another. A very brief term of residence in a new home in an- 
other state secures the privileges of citizenship there: but in 
transferring his state citizenship a citizen does not affect his 

* The control of both the railroads aud the telegraph systems has been 
taken over by the federal government for the period of the war. 
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citizeoship of the United States at all. The term of residence 
required for the acquirement of the privilege of suffrage varies 
from three months to two years and a half, but is in most cases 
one year. 

Elements of Confusion. — A very considerable amount of 
obscurity, it must be admitted, surrounds the question of citizen- 
ship in the United States. The laws of our states have so freely 
extended to aliens the right to hold property, and even the right 
to vote after a mere declaration of intention to become naturalized 
citizens (see page 320), — have, in brief, so freely endowed aliens 
with all the most substantial and distinguishing privileges of citi- 
zenship, — that it has become extremely difficult to draw any 
clear line, any distinction not merely formal, between citizens 
and aliens. Of course if a person who is not formally naturalized 
exchanges residence in a state in which he was allowed the priv- 
ileges of citizenship for residence in a stiite in which those priv- 
ileges are denied him, he can complain of no injustice or inequal- 
ity. The Constitution of the United States commands that “ the 
citizens of each state shall be entitled to all the privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several states”; but only federal 
law admits aliens to formal citizenship, and only formal citizen- 
ship can give to any one, wherever he may go, a right to the 
privileges and immunities of citizenship. The suffrage in par- 
ticular is a privilege rvhich each state may grant upon terms of 
its own choosing, i)rovided only that those terms be not inconsis- 
tent with a republican form of government, and with the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 

Naturalization. — Natuialization is the name given to 
the acquirement of citizenship by an alien. The power to pre- 
scribe uniform rules of naturalization rests with Congress alone, 
by grant of the Constitution. The states cannot make rules of 
their own in the matter, though they may, singularly and incon- 
sistently enough, admit to the privileges of citizenship on what 
terms they please (page 220). The national naturalization law 
requires that the person who wishes to become a citizen must 
apply to a court of law in the state or territory in which he 
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desires to exercise the rights of citizenship for formal papers 
declaring him a legal citizen ; that before receiving such jpapers 
he must take oath to be an orderly and loyal citizen and must 
renounce any title of nobility he may have held ; aaid that in 
order to obtain such papers he must have lived in the United 
States at least five years, and in the state or territory in which 
he makes application at least one year ; and at least two years 
before his application he must have declared in court under oath 
his intention to become a naturalized citizen. 

It is not necessary for a person who became a resident of the 
United States three years before coming of age to make such a sworn 
declaration of his intention to become a citizen. If a man who has made 
such sworn declaration dies before taking out his papers of naturalization, 
his widow and minor children may become citizens by merely taking the 
necessary oath of citizenship at the proper time. The children of persons 
who become naturalized, if they live in the United States, and are under 
twenty-one years of age when their parents take the oath of citizenship, 
become citizens by virtue of the naturalization of their parents. 

In Germany, the terms and conditions upon which foreigners are to bo 
admitted to citizenship are also regulated by federal law ; while in Switzer- 
livnd citizenship in its fulness can bo conferred only by cantonal law, 
though naturalization Is regulated by fetleral provision. The European 
states have, however, very few of the problems of naturalization which 
confront and confound us in the United States. The whole world is not 
coming to them as it is coming to us. 

Citizenship under a Confederation. — Tlie possession of a 
national naturalization law is one of the practical iJolitical features which 
distinguish our general government from the government of a mere 
confederation. The states which compo.se it are the only ‘citizens’ of a 
confederation : for the individual there is no federal citizenship ; and the 
transfer by an individual of his citizenship from one state to another 
within the confederation is as much a mere matter of international comity 
as if the states were not hound together hy any common law. 

Central Governments of the States.— -The governments 
of the states depend for their structure and iiowers entirely upon 
written fundamental law, — upon documents which we may call 
popular charters. It was, as I have said, upon the models and 
precedents furnished by the govermnents of the thirteen original 
states that the federal government was constructed, and this was 
one of the features copied : the state governments, no less dis" 
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tinctly than the federal government, rest upon fundamental law 
based upon the explicit assent of the people or their representa- 
tives. 

A very great uniformity of structure is observable among 
the central governments of the states in all general features. One 
of the most obvious points of resemblance between them is the 
complete separation and perfect coordination of the three great 
departments of governmental action, — the legislative, the execu- 
tive, and the judicial ; and these are set apart and organized under 
the state constitutions with a very much greater particularity than 
characterizes the provisions of the federal constitution. 

. The State Legislatures: their Powers. — The state con- 
stitutions supplement the Constitution of the Union, ])roviding 
for the exercise of all powers not bestowed by the federal charter ; 
and the legislatures of the states may be said, in general terms, 
to possess all law-making powers not given to Congress. But this 
is by no means a complete statement of the case. State constitu- 
tions contain strict limitations of power no less than does the 
Constitution of the United States. Some powers there are which 
are altogether withheld: which cannot under our system be 
exercised by any existing authority: which have been granted 
neither to Congress nor to the legislatures of the states. Such, 
for example, are the power to grant to any person or class of per- 
sons exclusive political privileges or immunities, the power to 
bestow hereditary privileges or honors, and the power to abridge 
in any way the equal rights to life, lil)erty, and property. These 
may safely be said, however, to be powers which no state legis- 
lature would in any case dream of exercising, inasmuch as they 
would have to be exercised, if exercised at all, in the face of a 
public opinion which would certainly refuse reelection to any 
legislator who should violate the principles of republican govern- 
ment so strenuously worked out in our histoiy, from Magna Charta 
down, and now so warmly cherished by all classes of Our people 
that no denial of them could stand upon our statute books a single 
twelve-month. These are at most limitations put upon reaction. 

Limitations of Length of Session, etc. — There are other 
limitations, however, of a very different character contained in 
our state constitutions : limitations meant especially to control 
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the action of legislatures within the sphere of their proper and 
undoubted powers, and unquestionably based upon a general dis- 
trust of the wisdom, if not of the honesty, of legislators. Thus 
our constitutions very commonly forbid all private or special 
legislation, confining legislatures to the passage of general laws 
applying uniform rules to all persons and all cases alike. They 
limit, moreover, in very many cases, the length and frequency of 
legislative sessions,* providing that the legislature shall convene, 
for instance, only once in every period of two years, and shall 
continue its biennial session for not more than a certain number 
of days, except under special or exceptional conditions, when 
extra sessions may be called by the governor or regular sessions 
extended by a special two-thirds or three-fifths vote. Many con- 
stitutions contain, also, minute provisions concerning the conduct 
of legislation, forbidding the introduction of bills later than such 
and such a day of a limited session, prescribing the general form 
of bills, limiting their subject-matter to a single object each, and 
even commanding the manner of their consideration. 

Other Limitations. — More than this, as we have seen, 
there are certain classes of legislative provisions which have been 
removed beyond the cognizance of legislatures by being put into 
the constitutions themselves : such as exemptions of certain classes 
of property from seizure for private debt (generally called “ home- 
stead exemptions ”), ‘ prohibition ’ provisions, etc. The embodi- 
ment of such measures in constitutions is intended to put 
them beyond legislative interference, — is a limitation of the 
same indirect sort as a Bill of Eights. It is usual, also, for our 
state constitutions to limit tlie power of legislatures to create 
corporations, by provisions which direct the passage of general 
laws of incorporation to be applied in a formal administrative 
manner by the courts, to which applications for incorporation 
are to be made. 

State Legislatures not Sovereign Bodies. — It will thus 
be seen that our state legislatures are not in any sense ‘ sovereign ’ 

' The period to which the duration of legislative sessions is restricted 
varies, when imposed, from forty days (Wyoming) to ninety days (Colorado 
and Minnesota) , the most common period being sixty days. 
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bodies. There is a certain serviceable clearness of view to be 
had by regarding the state governments as, in their legal as- 
pect, like corporations. Their legislatures are law-making bodies 
acting within the gifts of charters, and are by these charters 
in most cases very strictly circumscribed in their action. It 
is this fact which gives so unique a place of jjower under our 
system to the courts, the authoritative interpreters of the funda- 
mental law to which all legislation and all executive action must 
conform. 

Leg^islative Organization. — In every state the legislature 
consists of two houses, a senate and house of representatives, and 
in most of the states the term of senators is four years, that of 
representatives two years, one-half of the senate being renewed 
every two years at the general elections. There is no such differ- 
ence in character, however, between the two houses of the state 
legislatures as exists between the Senate and the House of Eepre- 
sentatives of the United States. Connecticut, as we have seen 
(pag§ 289), furnished the suggestion upon which the framers of 
the federal Constitution acted in deciding upon the basis and 
character of representation in the two federal houses ; for in the 
Connecticut legislature of that time one house represented the 
towns, as the confederate units of the state, while the other rep- 
resented the people directly. Even Connecticut has now aban- 
doned this arrangement, however, and in almost all the states 
representation in both houses is based directly upon population, 
the only difference between the senate and house being that the 
senate consists of fewer members representing larger districts. 
Often, for instance, each county of a state is entitled to send 
several representatives to the lower house of the legislature, 
while several counties are combined to form a single senatorial 
district. 

Beaisons for Two Houses in State Legislatures. — There 
is, consequently, no such historical reason for having two houses 
in the states as exists in the case of the federal government. The 
object of the federal arrangement is the representation of the 
two elements upon which the national government rests, namely, 
the popular will and a federal union of sfaites. The state legis- 
latures have two houses simply for jjurposes of deliberateness in 
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legislation, in order, that is, that legislation may be filtered 
through the debates of two coordinate ’ bodies, representing 
slightly differing constituencies, though coming both directly 
from the people, and may thus escape the taint of precipitation 
too apt to attach to the conclusions of a single all-powerful 
popular chamber. The double organization represents no prin- 
ciple, but only an effort at prudence. 

The reason for our having double legislatures cannot, however, 
be so simply explained. It is compounded of both deliberate and histori- 
cal elements. Its historical grounds are sufficiently clear : the senates 
of our states are lineal descendants of the councils associated with the 
colonial governors, though they now represent a very different principle. 
The colonial councils emanated from the executive, and may be said to 
have been parts of the executive, while our senates emanate from the 
people. Then, too, there was the element of delibeiate imitation of 
English institutions. One hundred years ago England possessed the 
only great free government in the world ; she was, moreover, our mother 
land, and the statesmen who formed our constitutions at the revolution 
naturally adopted that English fashion of legislative organization which 
has since become the prevailing fashion among all liberalized govern- 
ments. Possibly, too, they were influenced by more ancient example. 
The two greatest nations of antiquity had had double legislatures, and, 
because such legislatures existed in ancient as well os in modern times, 
it was believed that they were the only natural kind. 

Historical Precedents. — Greeks, Romans, and English alike 
had at first, it is true, only a single law-making body, a senate represent- 
ing the elders or nobles of the community, associated with the king, and, 
because of the power or rank of its members, a guiding authority in the 
state. In all three nations special historical processes produced at length 
legislatures representing the people also ; popular assemblies were, on one 
plan or another, coordinated with the aristocratic assembly, and pres- 
ently the plan of an aristocratic chamber and a popular chamber in close 
association appeared in full development. AVe copied the English cham- 
bers when they were in this stage of real coordination ; before her legis- 
lature had sustained that great change, which Greece and Rome also had 
witnessed, whereby all real power virtually came to rest again with a 
single body, the popular assembly. 

Terms of Senators and Representatives. — Among the older 
states of the union there is a more noticeable variety of law as to the 
terms of senators and repre.sentatives than is to be found in most of 
the constitutions of the newer states. In Massachu.setts, for instance, 
the term of butli senators and repre.suulatives is a single year only. 
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In New Jersey senators are elected for three years, one-third of the senate 
heing renewed every year at the election for representatives, whose term 
in New Jeraey is but one year. A few of tlie states, however, both new 
and old, limit the term of senators to two years, the usual term of repre- 
sentatives ; while in Louisiana representatives are given the term usuaily 
assigned to senators, namely, four years. 

Names of the Houses. — There is some variety among tlie 
states as regards tlie name by whicli the lower house of the legislature is 
known. In New York the popular house is called ‘-the Assembly” ; in 
Virginia, the “ House- of Delegates”; in New Jersey, the “General 
Assembly," — a name usually given in most of tiie states to the two 
houses taken together. 

The Qualifications required of senators and representa- 
tives vary widely in the different states, but not in any essen- 
tial point of xJi'inciple. It is universally required, for examijle, 
that members of the legislature shall be citizens; it is very 
generally required that they shall be residents of the states, 
sometimes that they shall be residents of the districts for 
which they are elected; and it is in almost all cases required 
that a member of the legislature shall have reached a certain 
age. Variety appears in these jirovisions only in respect of 
details, as to the length of time citizenship or residence shall 
have been acquired before election, the particular age necessary, 
etc. The age required varies in the case of senators from 
twenty-one to thirty years, in the case of representatives from 
twenty-one to twenty-five. 

legislative Procedure. — The same general rules of 
organization and procedure are observed in the constitution 
and business both of Congress and of the state legislatures. 
The more numerous branch is in all cases presided over by 
an officer of its own election who is called the ‘Speaker’; and 
the senate sits under the xiresidency, generally, of a Lientenunt- 
Governor, who occupies much the same place in the govern- 
ment of the state that the Vice-President of the United States 
occupies in the national government. He is contingent substi- 
tute for the governor. In twenty-seven of the states it is re- 
quired that the votes of a majority, not of a quorum merely, but 
of the full number of members elected to each house, shall be 
necessary for the xiassage of a bill. 
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Standing Committees. — The houses of the state legis- 
latures, too, being separated from the executive in such a way 
as to be entirely deprived of its guidance, depend upon stand- 
ing committees for the preliminary examination, digestion, and 
preparation of their business, and allow to these committees 
an almost unquestioned command of the time and the conclu- 
sions of the legislature. The state legislatures of the early 
time served as models for Congi-ess. They and the legislatures 
of the later states, made like them, have retained substantially 
their first plan of organization, following the rules of parlia- 
mentary practice universally observed among English-speaking 
peoples ; and they and Congress alike have had in the main 
the same development. As they have grown larger they have 
grown more dependent upon their advisory parts, their com- 
mittees. 


In several states the constitutions themselves command the refer- 
ence of all hills to committees and forbid the passage of any measure 
which has not been referred and reported upon. 

The Suffrage. — The suffrage is in all the states given 
by constitutional provision to male citizens twenty-one years 
of age ; but it does not in all the states stop there. Several of 
the states extend the privilege of voting also to every male resi- 
dent of foreign birth who is twenty-one years of age and has 
declared his intention to become a naturalized citizen; and 
several of the states grant it to every male citizen or Hnhabi- 
tant’ of voting age. The laws of almost all the states require 
residence in the state for a certain length of time previous to 
the election in which the privilege is sought to be exercised 
(the period varies all the way from three months to two years 
and a half), as a condition precedent to voting; most require 
a certain length of residence in the county also where the 
privilege is to be exercised; some a certain length of residence 
in the voting precinct. Many states require all voters to have 
paid certain taxes ; in Delaware they are required to have paid 
a fixed registration fee ; but no state except Rhode Island and 
South Carolina has a property qualification properly so-called. 
In South Carolina it is required that each voter shall be able 
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to read and write, or, if illiterate, shall own property valued at 
three hundred dollars. 

In several of the states the suffrage is coiitined to those who can read the 
constitution or the laws of the state. It is common, of course, throughout 
the country to exclude criminals, insane persons, and idiots ; and in sev- 
eral states the privilege is withheld from those who bet on elections. In 
Florida betting on an election not only excludes from the election in con- 
nection with which the offence is committed, but is punished, upon con- 
viction, by entire and permanent di.sfi-anchisement. 

Women are accorded the privilege of voting in school elections 
in a number of states, and in a still larger number they are made 
eligible to be elected to school boards. JSeveral states have extended 
the franchise to them in municipal elections ; and, although the con- 
stitutions of most of the states declare the suffrage to be restricted 
to males, fifteen have conferred it upon women in all elections.' 

The ballot, or voting paper, is throughout all the states the in- 
strument of voting, and they have adopted the so-called Australian 
ballot system, by which voters are secured a complete privacy 
in the preparation of the voting papers and in the casting of their 
votes when prepared. 

The State Courts. — A very great variety exists among 
the laws of the several states regarding the constitution, 
functions, and relative subordination of the courts. A general 
sketch of the state courts must, therefore, be made in very 
broad outline. Perhaps in this department of state law, as in 
others, there may be said to be, despite a bewildering variety 
of detail, sufficient unity of general feature to warrant a gener- 
alized description, and to render unnecessary the unsatisfactory 
expedient of choosing the institutions of a single state as in some 
broad sense typical, and describuig them alone. 

The courts of our states are in no sense organs of federal justice, 
as the courts of the German states are. They have an entirely 
independent standing and organization and an entirely indepen- 
dent jurisdiction. Their constitution and procedure are in no 
way affected by federal law, — except of course by way of lim- 
itation ; — their sphere is a sphere apart. The series of courts 
' These are Arizona, California, Coloriido, Id.alio, Kansas, Mitdiigan, Mon- 
tana, Nevada, New York, Oklahoma, Oragoii, South Dakota, Utah, Waishiiig- 
ton and Wyoming. Illinois has imnfeiTed upon women the suffrage in eertain 
elections. 
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in each state, therefore, is complete. Every state has its supreme 
court, as well as its inferior tribunals, and appeals lie from the 
state courts to the courts of the United States only in cases in- 
volving federal law or in cases where the character of the parties 
tc the suit does not give any state court complete jurisdiction. 

One of the most characteristic features of our state 
courts is what I may call their local attachment. In most cases 
the judges are not appointed by any central authority but are 
elected by the voters of the district or circuit in which they 
hold court; they, like members of legislatures, may be said to 
have ‘constituents.’ Their responsibility is thus chiefly a 
responsibility to the electors, a j)opular rather than an official 
responsibility. The courts are held together in a common 
system and to a common duty only by law, therefore, and not 
by discipline or official subordination to superior judicial authori- 
ties. The courts may be said to be local rather than central 
organs; they are integrated only in opinion, — only by the 
course of appeal, the appellate authority of the higher over the 
lower courts in points of law. 

This localization of the organs of government, in their origin as 
well as in their functions, is a general characteristic of American 
political organization, — a chanicteristic whic.h appears most con- 
spicuously in the arrangements of local government, which is not 
so much organized as left to organize itself under general statutes, 
for whose enforcement no central administrative machinery is 
provided. 

Common Law Courts. — There are, usually, four grades 
of jurisdiction in the judicial systems of the states, with four 
grades of courts corresponding. There are generally (1) Justices 
of the Peace, who have jurisdiction over all petty police offences 
and over civil suits for trifling sums ; who conduct preliminary 
hearings in cases of grave criminal offence, committing the 
accused, when there is prima facie proof of guilt, for trial by a 
higher court ; and who are, in general terms, conservators of the 
peace. They act separately and have quite lost the high 
judicial estate which still belongs to the English Justices, from 
whom they take their name. Their decisions are in almost all 
cases subject to appeals to higher courts. 
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Mayor’s courts in the towns arc generally the same In rank and 
jurisdiction, so far as criminal cases arc concerned, as the courts of tTus* 
tices of the Peace. 

(2) County or Municipal Courts, which hear appeals 
from Justices of the Peace and from Mayor’s courts, and whose 
own original jurisdiction is one step higher than that of the 
Justices, including civil cases involving considerable sums, and 
criminal cases generally not of the gravest character. 

Often, however, courts of this grade, especially the municipal 
courts of the larger towns, are given a much higher jurisdiction and are 
coordinated in some respects with courts of the next higher grade, the 
Superior Courts. In New York, New Jersey, and Kentucky the county 
courts retain the English name of Quarter Sessions. 

(3) Superior Courts, which hear appeals from the county 
and municipal courts, and generally from all inferior courts, and 
which are themselves courts of high original jurisdiction of the 
most general character in both civil and criminal cases. They 
may be said to be the general courts which give to the courts of 
lower grade their name of ‘inferior.’ County and municipal 
courts, as their names imply, sit only for certain small districts ; 
but the districts over which superior courts have jurisdiction 
usually cover a wide area, necessitating the sitting of each such 
court in several places in succession. In other words, superior 
courts are generally circuit courts, and in many states bear that 
name. 

‘ Circuit courts ' i.s, indeed, the most generally used name for 
courts of this grade, that i.s, for the iiriucipal courts of the state ; though 
in almost as many states they arc called ‘district courts.’ In most of the 
states these courts have special judges of their own; but in Maine and 
New Hampshire they are hold by the judges of the supreme court on 
circuit. 

In some states civii is .separated from criminal jurisdiction in this 
grade, and distinct courts are created for each. Thus in Texas tlicre are 
District courts for civil caitses. District Criminal courts for criminal case.s. 
In Pennsylvania courts of Quarter Sessions are the courts of general crimi- 
nal jurisdiction, as in England, civil causes going to the courts of Common 
Pleas. Delaware has criminal courts called courts of Gaol Delivery. 

(4) Supreme Courts, whicli in most of the states have no 
original jurisdiction at all, but only appellate jurisdiction, hearing 
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appeals in all classes of cases (except such as involve only trifling 
offences or small sums of money) from the superior courts and 
from various inferior courts. 

(5) In several states there are supremest courts above the ‘su- 
preme.’ Thus in New York there is a Supreme Court, which has its Appel- 
late Division ; the Appellate Division has four several parts or sections 
which sit and hear appeals in the four judicial districts into which the state 
is divided ; and over all there is a Court of Appeals, a court of general 
revision. In New Jersey there is a supreme court above the circuit, which 
is itself of high appellate jurisdiction, and a Court of Errors and Appeals 
above the supreme ; in Louisiana the order is reversed and there is a 
supreme court above a court of appeals ; in Illinois a supreme court above 
certain district “ appellate courts ” ; and in Kentucky a somewhat similar 
arrangement prevailed until the Constitutional revision of 1801. In Texas 
there are two coordinate supreme courts : one, called the supreme, for the 
hearing of civil cases only, the other, called the court of appeals, for the 
hearing of criminal cases and of civil cases brought up from the county 
courts. 

The name ‘court of appeals ’ is found also in California, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and West Virginia. 

In five of the original states (New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey), and in Maine, the supreme 
courts have, anomalously enough, original as well as appellate jurisdic- 
tion in all cases ; but in the newer states such an arrangement is never 
found. In the case of New York, however, it is hardly accurate to say 
that the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction, but rather that its judges 
have, acting separately, and subject to the oversight of the several sections 
of the ‘Appellate Division.’ 

In several of the larger cities of the country there are complete 
sets of courts, reproducing the state judiciary in small. Thus in Baltimore, 
for example, there are city courts from the lowest grade up to a ‘ Supreme 
Bench of Baltimore City.’ 

CourtB of Equity. — ‘Equity’ is defined, under the legal 
systems of England and the United States, as “ that portion of 
remedial justice which is exclusively administered by a court of 
equity, as contradistinguished from that portion of remedial jus- 
tice which is exclusively administered by a court of common law ” 
(Story). In other words, it is that portion of remedial justice 
which was administered in England by the Chancellors, who were 
‘the keepers of the king’s conscience,’ and from whose court, as if 
from the king’s sense of justice, there issued writs from time to 
time for the remedy of wrongs for which the common law made 
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no adequate provision (page 185). The early Chancellors were 
ecclesiastics imbued with Homan law as it had come down through 
the medium of the canon law, and both in their hands and in 
those of their lay successors of later times, who were the heirs of 
their principles and prerogatives, equity law and procedure became 
a very different thing from the law and procedure of the common 
law courts. 

Fusion of Law and Equity. — As time has gone on equity 
and law have been largely fused, even in England, just as theyas 
gentium and the jus civile became merged in the development 
of the Homan law ; and in most of the states of the Union the 
same courts exercise both equitable and common law jurisdic- 
tion. In several states the whole procedure even, in both juris- 
dictions has been made practically identical, and law is hardly 
distinguishable from equity. Generally, however, the dis- 
tinctive procedure at least has been preserved, and only courts 
of the superior and supreme grades have been given equitable 
jurisdiction, — jurisdiction, that is, over cases in which the 
remedy is equitable. In Alabama, Delaware, Michigan, Missis- 
sippi, New Jersey, Tennessee, and Vermont there are still 
special chancery courts. 

Equity processes of trial differ from common law processes, 
outwardly, chiefly in the fact that the testimony is written instead 
of oral, and that decisions of fact as well as of law rest with the 
judge instead of with a jury. For its special subject-matter equity 
jurisdiction generally embraces such matters as trusts, mistakes, 
frauds, etc., — matters hardly tangible by ordinary remedies. 

Probate Courts. — In most of the states there are special 
probate courts, — special courts, that is, charged with jurisdiction 
over the proof of wills, the administration of estates, the appoint- 
ment of guardians, administrators, etc., the care of the estates of 
wards, and, in general, of the proper disposition of the property of 
persons deceased. In some of tlie states, however, these functions 
are left to the ordinary courts of law. 

In England thi-s probate jm-Lsdiction was, from tlie first until a very- 
recent date, a prerogative of tlie ecclesiasticai courts, and in two of 
ouj’ .states the probate coiu'ts retain the names of tlie officein who exer- 
cised this function in the place of the bishop ; in Georgia tlie court is 
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called the court of the ‘ Ordinary,’ in New York the ‘ Surrogate’s ’ court. 
In New Jersey, with a reminiscence of the same origin, it is called the 
‘ Prerogative ' court. In several states, on the other hand, it is known, 
by virtue of one side of its function, as the ‘ Orphan's ’ court. 

Judges. — The judges of most of the state courts are 
elected, generally by the people, in a few cases by the legislature ; 
but in several states they are nominated by the governor and ap- 
pointed by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. In 
New Hampshire they are appointed by the governor by and with 
the advice and consent of the Council. 

Supreme court judges are usually elected by the people of the 
state at large ; circuit, district, county, municipal, and other judges by the 
electors of the areas in which they serve. 

The terms of judges range all the way from two years to a tenure 
during good behavior. The constitutions of more than three-fourths of 
the states permit the removal of judges by the legislature, or by the gov- 
ernor at the request of the legislature. In Florida, Massachusetts, and 
Rhode Island all judges of the higher courts hold during good behavior ; 
in New Hampshire until seventy years of age. The length of the term 
varies with the grade of the court, the tendency being to give longer terms 
to the judges of the higher courts. 

The qualifications required of jhdges by state law are not 
stringent. Only fourteen of the states require by law any 
identification of their judges with the legal profession ; and 
only ten require ‘ learning in the law ’ ; though custom and public 
opinion invariably confine the choice of judges to professional 
lawyers. Generally a certain age is required of judges (varying, 
where there is such a requirement, from twenty-five to thirty- 
eight years), besides, in most cases citizenship and residence in 
the state or circuit. As a rule single judges hold all the courts 
except the highest. Supreme courts have a more or less nu- 
merous ‘ bench.’ 

The ministerial oificers of the state courts, the sheriffs, are 
generally not appointed by the judges or responsible to them, but 
elected by the people and answerable to ‘ constituents,’ just as the 
judges themselves are. Even the clerks of the courts are often 
elected. 

The position of sheriff thus differs very materially from the 
position of a United States marshal (sec. 1317), the sheriff’s counterpart 
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in the federal judicial eystcin. The marslial is appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and is responsible to a central authority, is 
part of a centralized organization of justice. Tlie sheriff, on the con- 
trary, is the organ of an extremely decentralized, an almost disintegrated, 
organization of justice. The bailiffs, the sheriff’s deputies, are usually 
the appointees of the sheriff. 

The State Executives. — The Executives of the states are 
the least distinct parts of state organization, the least susceptible 
of being adequately pictured in outline, or indeed in any broad 
and general way. Under our system of state law the executive 
officers of a state government are neither the servants of the legis- 
lature, as ill Switzerland, nor the responsible guides of the legis- 
lature, as ill England, nor the real controlling authority in the 
execution of the laws, as under our own federal system. The 
Executive of a state has an important representative place, as a 
type of the state’s legal unity ; it has a weighty function of super- 
intendence, is the fountain of information, the centre and source 
of advice, the highest organ of administration to the general eye ; 
but it cannot be said to have any place or function of guiding 
power. Executive power is diffused by our law throughout the 
local organs of government ; only a certain formal superintendence 
remains with the authorities at the state capitals. 

Of course this does not apply to the governor’s veto power, — 
that contains real energ)', — but only to executive functions proper; these 
are iocalized, not centralized, after the extremest pattern. 

Kot all of the states have the same central executive 
officers. All have governors j a majority of them have lieutenant- 
governors ; all have secretaries of state ; all have treasurers ; 
almost all have attorneys-geiieral ; and a majority, superintend- 
ents of education. Many have also auditors : eleven have comp- 
trollers, and fifteen boards of education ; four (Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, Maine, and North Carolina) associate councils 
with their governors. 

For tlie rest, there are a great many minor officers of various 
functions in the different states ; superintendents of prisons, for instance, 
registrars of land offices, superintendents of labor, bureaux of agriculture, 
commissioners of mines, commissioners of immigration, etc. There if 
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no uniformity lietween the administrations of the states as regards these 
special offices ; different states undertake different functions, new or old, 
and create new, or revive old, offices accordingly. 

The governor’s term of office is in almost ' all of the states 
either two or four years, although Massachusetts gives her gov- 
ernor a term of hut a single year, while New Jersey elects hers 
for three. The lieutenant-governor, where such an officer is 
elected, has the same term as the governor, and is generally 
required to have the same qualifications. 

These qualifications consist, almost always, of citizenship of 
from two to twenty years’ standing, residence within the state of 
from one to ten years, and age of fi‘om twenty-five to thirty-five 
years. In Maine it is required that the governor shall be a 
native-honi citizen. 

The terms of the other principal state officers are usually 
the same as the term of the governor, though it is not uncommon 
to give to treasurers, secretaries of state, attorneys-general, and 
auditors a longer tenure. The qualifications required of the dif- 
ferent officers are of the most various nature. 

The constitutions of many of the states still exhibit the jealousy 
of long terms of office which was so characteristic of the exti’eme demo- 
cratic feeling generated in the colonies by the constant friction between 
the representatives of the people and officials who owed their offices, not 
to election, but to royal appointment. Seven states limit official tenure 
to a maximum period of seven years ; Texas makes two years the maxi- 
mum ; and Massachusetts, Virginia, and Maryland give express constitu- 
tional sanction to rotation in office. 

Many states effect such a limitation with reference to the tenure 
of the governor’s office by provisions setting bounds to the re Eligibility 
of the governor. Thus some exclude their governors from successive 
terms ; others allow only a single term to any one man within a specific 
period of, say, eight years; while still others withhold reeligibility al- 
together. 

V Contrast between State and Federal Executives. — The 

federal executive was, as we have seen (page 289 ), constituted in 
quite close accordance with the models of previous state organiza.- 
tion ; but the imitation can scarcely be said to have gone further 
than the adoption of the suggestion that the United States should 
have a single governmental head, a president, because the states 
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had tried and approved a single presidency, ror the rest, the 
president was given the character, as regards his relations with 
the other officials of the federal system, rather of an English sov- 
ereign than of a state governor. Certainly the contrast between 
the official place and power of the president and the place and 
power of the state governors of the present day is a very sharp 
and far-reaching contrast indeed. The president of the United / 
States is the only executive officer of the federal government who 
is elected ; all other federal officials are appointed by him, and 
are responsible to him. Even the chief of them bear to him, in 
theory at least, only the relation of advisers ; though in fact, it 
must be acknowledged, they are in effect his colleagues. Of state 
officials associated with the governor it may, on the other hand, 
be said that both in law and in fact they are colleagues of the 
governor, in no sense his agents, or even his subordinates, except 
in formal rank and precedence. Tl iev. like himself, are elect ed 
by the people: he is in no w av concerned in their choic e. Nor 
do tliey'~ ^ve him atter electlo m They are not given h im/ 
as advisers; they are, on the contrary, c obrdinated with hi mj 
North Carolina, indeed, calls her chief officers of state a 'c.i, bi- 
net ’ ; but they are not dependent upon each other even in counsel, 
and they are quite as independent of the governor as Congress is 
of the president. The only means of removal to which the prin- 
cipal officers of the states are subject is, ordinarily, imjiecwhvient, 
to which the governor also is equally exposed. Both they and 
he may be charged with official crimes and misdemeanors by the 
house of representatives, and tried, convicted, and removed by 
the senate of the state. Their only other responsibility is to the 
courts of law, to which, like other citizens, they are answerable, 
for actual breaches of law. Governor, treasurer, secretary of 
state, attorney-general, — all state officers alike, serve, not other 
officers, but the people, who elected them ; upon the people they 
are dependent, not upon each other ; they constitute no hierarchy, 
but stand upon a perfect equality. 

•In the states of Delaware, Maryland, New .Jersey, Reiiiisylvania, and 
Texas the secretaries of state are appointed by the governor, .subiect to 
confirmation by the senate ; in several states the attorney-general also is 
appointed ; nor is it uncommon for tlie .state superintendent of education 
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to be an appointee of the governor ; and these facts offer apparent contra- 
diction to the statement that the several constituent parts of the state ex- 
ecutives stand aiways apart in complete independence and cooixlination, 
— especially when it is added tliat in one or two states ofticers so impor- 
tant as the sccretaiy of state and the attorney-general hold durinr/ the 
pleaeure of the governor. Several of the states empower their governors 
to suspend or remove subordinate ofBcers against whom charges are pre- 
ferred, and to institute criminal proceedings against them in the courts. 
Maryland authorizes the summary removal of sundry minor officials hy 
the governor, and Michigan and New York oven the suspension of the sec- 
retary of state or the treasurer, in case of corruption or gross misconduct, 
until the legislature can act ; and in Delaware the governor can remove 
any public officer “ convicted of misbehaving while in office, or of any in- 
famous crime.’’ But the.se cases constitute in fact no real exceptions: 
for the duties of such officers, after their appointment, are prescribed l)y 
constitutional provision or hy statute, not by the governor ; and tlie 
governor may remove them, not at his whim, or for mere administra- 
tive reasons, hut for just cause only, and as if he acted as an officer of 
justice. In brief, even when appointed by him, they do not depend upon 
him. 


Beal Character of a State ‘Executive.’ — The governor 
therefore, is not the ‘Executive’; he is but a single piece of the 
executive. There are other pieces coordinated with him over 
which he has no direct official control, and which are of less 
dignity than he only because they have no power to control 
legislation, as he may do by the exercise of his veto, and because 
his position is more representative, perhaps, of the state govern- 
ment as a whole, of the people of the state as a unit. Indeed if 
may be doubted whether the governor and other principal officers 
of a state government can even when taken together be correctly 
described as ‘the executive,’ since the actual execution of the 
great majority of the laws does not rest with them but with the 
local officers chosen by the towns and counties and bound to 
the central authorities of the state by no real bonds of responsi- 
bility whatever. Throughout all the states there is a significant 
distinction, a real separation, between ‘ state ’ and ‘ local ’ officials ; 
local officials are not regarded, that is, as state officers, but as 
ofScers of their districts only, responsible to constituents, not to 
central authorities. Throughout the country the sheriff's and 
other couniy officers, the county treasurers, clerks, surveyors. 
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comiuissioncrs, etc., and the town and city odicialis also, as well 
as the judges of the courts and the solicitors or district attorneys 
who represent the public authority before the courts, are, almost 
without exception, chosen by the voters of limited areas, and are 
regarded, for the most part, as serving, not the state, but theh 
part of the state. Minor ‘state’ officers there are, — minor officers, 
that is, who ministerially serve the central offices, — and these 
are often appointed by the governor ; but it is exceptional for the 
governor to control the local authorities by whom the laws are in 
fact put into actual operation. The president of the United States 
is the veritable chief and m^ister of the official forces of the fed 
eral government ; he appoints and in most cases can remove all 
federal marshals, district attorneys, revenue officers, post-office 
officials. But the governor of a state occupies no such position ; 
nor does any high ‘ state ’ official ; the central offices of a state 
constitute a system of supervision and report often, but seldom 
a system of control. 

In Michigan, it is true, all otiicials not legislative or judicial may 
he removed by the governor for just legal cause ; in New York, too, 
sheriffs, coroners, district attorneys, and county clerks are removable by 
the same authority, and in Wtsconsin sheriffs, coroners, district attorneys, 
and registrars of deeds ; but such provisions are exceptional, .md are not 
accompanied by a system of continuous central control. Government 
remains disjointed, — still lies in sepanUed i)arts. 

B elation s of the Local to the Central Organs of Govern- 
ment in the States . — It ischaiuctc.ristitTot our state ort;anization, 
th^efore, that the counties, townsliips, and cities into which the 
states are divided for purposes of local government do not serve 
as organs of the states exactly, but rather as independent organ- 
isms, constituted what they are by state law, indeed, but, after 
being set up, left to themselves almost as entirely as if they were 
self-constituted. They elect their own officers, and, except for 
the occasional mandates of the courts, go their own paces in en- 
forcing the general laws of the state. 

Our local areas are not governed, in brief ; they act for thenmelves. 
Self-government implies, when used in its strict historical meaning, that 
the officers of local admini.stratiun are officers of the state, of the central 
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authority, ■whatever may he the machinery of their appointment, and tliat 
their responsibility is central, instead of to their neighbors merely. The 
only sense in which the local units of our state organizations are governed 
at all is this, Uiat they act under general laws which are made, not by 
themselves, but by the central legislatures of the states. These laws are 
not executed by the central executive authorities, or under their control, 
but only by local authorities acting in semi-independence. They are, so 
to say, left to run themselves. 

The Governor. — The usual duties of a state governor 
may be conveniently summed up under four general heads: 

(1) As towards the legislature, it is his duty to transmit to the 
houses at each regular session, and at such other times as may be 
required, full information concerning the state of the common- 
wealth, and to recommend to them such measures as seem to 
him necessary for the public good. It is also his duty in case 
of necessity for such a step, or upon the requisition of a sufficient 
number of legislators, to summon the houses to extra session. 

(2) He is commander-in-chief of the state militia, and as such 
is bound to see, not only that foreign invasion is repelled, but 
also that internal order is preserved. (3) He exercises the clem- 
ency of the state towards condemned persons, having the right 
to grant pardons to persons convicted of crime, to remit fines 
and penalties, under certain conditions, and to remove political 
disabilities incurred in consequence of conviction of crime; 
though he exercises these high prerogatives subject always to 
a definite responsibility to public opinion and to the laws. 

In some states, as notably in Pennsylvania, tbe power of grant- 
ing pardons is given to the governor, however, only in form, the sanction 
of a Board of Pardons being made necessitry, whose action is semi-judicial. 
In New Jersey there is a, judicial committee on pardons ; and in Connecti- 
cut the legislature alone can pardon : tbe governor can only reprieve until 
the end of the next session of the legislature. 

(4) In all the states with the single exception of North 
Carolina the governor’s assent is made necessary to the va- 
lidity of all laws not passed over his dissent by a special 
legislative vote upon a second consideration made in full ■view 
of his reasons for withholding his signature. And in Rhode 
Island, Ohio, and North Carolina, though the governor has no 
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veto properly so-called, he can compel the reconsideration of anj 
measure by the legislature. 

All bills which the governor signs, or upon which he does not 
take any action within a certain length of time, become law ; those which 
he will not sign he must return U) the legislature with a statement of his 
objections. Generally he must return bills which he thus rejects to the 
house in which they originated, thoi;m;h in Kansas he must return theta 
always to tlie house of representatives. ' 

The vote by which a bill may be passed over the governor’s veto 
varies very widely among the states. In Connecticut a mere’ majority 
suffices for its second passage ; in other states a three-fifths vote is re- 
quired, in some a two-thirds vote ; sometimes a majority of elected mem- 
bers (instead of a special number witliin a mere quorum) must concur 
in a second passage ; and sometimes two-thirds of the elected members. 
In Missouri it is provided that the votes of two-thirds of tlie elected 
members shall be necessary in the house in which the measure originated, 
while a mere majority of tlie other house will suffice. 

In many of the states the governor is given the power to veto 
particular items in appropriation bills ; as regards all other bills his 
approval or disapproval must cover all of the measure or none of it. 

The Secretary of State. — The title ‘Secretary of State,’ 
borne by a conspicuous officer in each of the states, is very apt 
to mislead those who have studied tlie English executive or the 
functions of our own federal minister of foreign affairs. The 
federal Secretary of State is first of all an executive minister, 
only secondarily a secretary ; and the five principal Secretaries 
of State in England are equally without prominent secretarial 
functions. They are one and all executive heads of department. 

The federal Secretary of State is entitled to his official name 
chiefly by virtue of certain minor duties seldom thought of by the public 
in connection with the Department of State. He has charge, for example, 
of the seal of the United States ; he preserves the originals of all laws and 
of all orders, resolutions, or votes of the houses which have received the 
force of law ; he furnishes to Congress, besides consular and diplomatic 
reports, lists of passengers arrived in the United States from foreign 
countries, etc. 

The chief clerical features of the office which the five Principal 
Secretaries of State in England theoretically share (page 198) would seem 
to be represented by the necessity of Oie countersignature of some one of 
them to the validity of the sign-manual. 
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The Secretaries of State in the commonwealths of our 
Union, on the contrary, can show substantial cause for holding 
their title; the malting and keeping of records is the central 
duty of their office. It is usually their duty to register the 
official acts of the governor, to enroll and publish the Acts of 
the Legislature, to draw up all commissions issued to public 
officers, to keep all official bonds, to record all state titles to 
property, to keep and affix, where authorized, the seal of the 
commonwealth, to preserve accurate maps and careful records 
of the boundaries of the vaiious civil districts of the state, 
(the counties, townships, etc.) and to give to all who legally 
apply duly attested copies of the public documents in their 
keeping. In brief, the Secretary’s office is the public record 
office. 

Often other duties are assigned to the Secretary of State. In 
one state, for Instance, he is constituted Internal Improvement Com- 
missioner; in another Surveyor-general. But such additional functions 
are not necessarily characteristic of his office. 

1200. It is to the Secretary of State in each commonwealth that the 
votes of the state’s electors for President and Vice-President are re- 
turned ; and it is he who transmits them to the president of the Senate 
to he opened in the joint session of the two houses. 

Votes in state elections also are generally returnable to the 
Secretary of State’s office, and the Secretary of State is very commonly 
one of the state canvassers of election returns. Such duties manifestly 
flow very naturally from the general duties of his office. 

The Comptroller, or that equivalent officer, the state 
Auditor, is public accountant. It is his function to examine 
and pass upon all claims presented against the state under 
existing provisions of law; to audit the accounts of all officers 
charged with the collection of the revenue of the state, filing 
their vouchers, requiring of them the necessary bonds, and 
crediting them with all sums for which they present the state 
Treasurer’s receipt ; to ensure uniformity in the assessment and 
collection of the public revenue by preparing and furnishing to 
the local fiscal officers the proper forms and instructions; to 
issue warrants for all legal disbursements of money from the 
treasury of the state, keeping a careful account with the state 
treasurer; to submit his books and accounts at any time to 
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examiuatioii by the legislature, — in a word, to regulate the 
assessment, collection, and disbursement of the public moneys. 

The State Treasurer may be said simply to keep the 
public moneys subject to the warrants of the Comptroller. 
Without such warrant he can pay out nothing. 

These, manifestly, are not offices of control. The Comptroller, 
for example, can generally proceed against local fiscal officers through 
the local law-representatives of the state, tlie local states-attorneys, in the 
ordinary courts, for the purpose of securing the necessary bonds when 
these are not promptly or properly given, or of enforcing the payment of 
moneys withheld or uncollected ; and lie may make test of the validity or 
sufficiency of official bonds by any means within his reach ; but he has 
none but this indirect control, exercised tlirough the courts over officers 
who refuse bond or who neglect the forms and instructions issued to them 
regarding the assessment and collection of taxes. The whole machinery 
of control is local, not central, — through courts and states-attorneys who 
are themselves elected by the s.amc persons, in town or county, by whom 
the collecting officers them.selves are chosen. The local fiscal officers are 
not officers of the state treasury, but officers of the towns and counties 
whom the state employs as its agents. 

The State Superintendent of Education often occupies a 
somewhat different position. It is frequently his prerogative 
to prescribe the qualifications of teachers and the methods by 
which they are to be selected ; he is required to make a thorough 
inspection of the schools throughout the state ; often he is 
given power to secure proper reports of school work through 
special inspectors appointed to act instead of local superin- 
tendents whose reports are irregular or unsatisfactory. School 
administration is recognized to recpiire a certain degree of 
centralization of administrative authority, and so to constitute 
a legitimate exception to the general rules as to the constitution 
of executive pow'er in the states. Still, even the power of a 
state Superintendent of Education does not often go very much 
beyond supervision. The powers of district or township school 
directors remain in most cases very absolute as regards the 
management of the schools. They are governed by statute, not 
by the state Superintendent. 

Constitutional Diffusion of the Executive Power. — The 
cuiisiilutions of at least seveu of the states make very frank confession of 
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the diflusiun of execulive authority upon which I have dwelt as character 
istic of our state system. 'I'lius the constitution of Alabama provides that 
the executive ijower “shall consist of the governor, secretary of state, 
state treasurer, state auditor, attorney-general, aud superintendent of 
education, and the sheriff for each county." The constitutions of Arkan- 
sas, Colorado, Illinois, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Texas make simiiar 
enumerations, with the exception of the sheriffs of the counties. The 
Plorida constitution of 1868 provided that the governor should be “as- 
sisted by a cabinet of administrative officers” appointed by himself, sub- 
ject to the conSrmation of the senate ; but clothed these officers with 
functions which made them in fact not assistants but colleagues. 

The constitutions of most of the other states declare the execu- 
tive power to be vested in the governor, but are hardly through with out- 
lining his functions before they provide for the erection of executive 
departments among which the greater part of executive power shall be 
parcelled out; so that the arrangement is everywhere practically that 
of those states which in effect declare the executive office to be ‘ in com- 
mission' by enumerating the officers who are to divide its duties. 

Full Legal, but no Hierarchical, Control. — This, then, is 
the sum of the whole matter : the control of law, exercised through the 
courts, is thorough and complete -. statutes leave to no officer, either cen- 
tral or local, any considerable play of discretionary power ; so far as pos- 
sible they command every officer in every act of his administration. But 
no hierarchy stands between an officer and the law. The several func- 
tions of executive power are segregated, — each official, so to say, serves his 
own statute. So thorough is the control attempted by legislation, — and 
so potent among us is the iegal habit and conscience, the iaw-abiding 
sense, — that no official control, no hierarchical organization has been 
deemed necessary. 


Local Government. 

General Characteristics. — The large freedom of action 
and broad scope of function given to local authorities is the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of the American system of government. 
Law is central, in the sense of being uniform and the command 
of the central legislature in each state; and its prescriptions are 
minute j but function and executive power are local. There is a 
single comprehensive statutory plan, but a host of unassociated 
deputies to carry it into effect, an infinite variety in the local 
application of its principles. General laws are given to the 
localities by state legislation, and these laws are generally char- 
acterized by a very great degree of particularity and detail of 
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provision; but no central authority has executive charge of their 
application: each locality must see to it for itself that they are 
carried out. 

Saties of Local Government. — The duties of local gov- 
ernment include Police, Sanitation, the Care of the Poor, the 
Support and Administration of Schools, the Construction and 
Maintenance of Eoads and Bridges, the Licensing of Trades, the 
Assessment and Collection of Taxes, besides the Administration 
of Justice ill the lower grades, the maintenance of Court Houses 
and Jails, and every other affair that makes for the peace, con- 
venience, comfort, and local good government of the various 
and differing communities of each commonwealth. In many 
places libraries are included among the institutions given into 
the charge of the ofiScers of local government. Local officers 
look to state laws for their authority ; but practically state 
administration represents only the unifying scheme of local 
government. Local administration is the administration of the 
state. 

Local Varieties of Organization. — Almost without excep- 
tion the states which have been added to the original thirteen by 
which the Union was formed have derived their local institutions, 
whether by inheritance or by imitation, from the mother states 
of the Atlantic seaboard. Wherever Isew England settlers have 
predominated the toivnshi}} has taken quick rootage and had a 
strong growth ; wherever Southern men have gone the county has 
found favor above other forms of local organization; wherever 
the people from the two sections have met and mixed, as in the 
early days they met and mixed in New York, New Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania, the same combination or mixture of institutions 
that is characteristic of the middle Atlantic states is found in 
full prominence. But in all cases the new foundations in the 
West have this common feature : they have all been in a greater 
or less degree artificially contrived. Towns have not grown up 
in the Northwest for the same reasons that led to their growth 
in New England, in the days when isolation was necessary and 
when isolation involved compact and complete self-government: 
they have, on the contrary, been deliberately constructed in 
imitation of New England models. Neither have Western conn- 
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ties been developed l)y i)roeesses of pioneer agricultural expan- 
sion like those which made the irregular, and in a sense 
geographically natural, counties of Virginia (pages 271-273) ; 
they have, on the contrary, been geometrically laid off in the 
exact squares of the government survey and deliberately organ- 
ized after the Southern fashion because the settlers wanted to 
reproduce by statute the institutions which in their old homes 
had been evolved by alow, unpremeditated growth. The institu- 
tions of the admitted states, in a word, were transplanted by 
enactment, whereas the institutions of the original states were 
sown by habit. It by no means follows that these newer institu- 
tions lack naturalness or vigor: in most cases they lack neither, 
— a self-reliant race has simply readapted institutions common 
to its political habit ; but they do lack the individuality and the 
native flavor often to be found in the institutions in whose like- 
ness they were made. 

The differences of institution, then, which show them- 
selves in the East between local government in New England, 
local government in the South, and local government in the cen- 
tral belt of Atlantic states extend also into the West. There, too, 
we find the three types, the township type, the county type, and 
the compound type which stands between the two ; but the com- 
pound type is in the West naturally the most common. The West- 
erner has had the sagacity to try to combine the advantages of 
aU the experiments tried in the older states, rejoicing in being 
fettered by no hindering traditions, and profiting by being re- 
strained by no embarrassing incapacity for politics. 

Keeping these facts in mind, it will be possible to con- 
sider without confusion, the Township, the County, the School 
District, the Town, and the City as elements of local government 
in the United States. The different place and importance given 
to each of these organs in different sections may be noted as we 
proceed. 

The Township : its Historical Origin. — The township is 
entitled to be first considered in every description of local gov- 
ernment in the United States not only because it is a primary 
unit of administration, but also by reason of its importance and 
because of its ancient and distinguished line.age. It is a direct 
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lineal descendant from the primitive eomiiiimal institutions which 
Caesar and Tacitus found existing in the vigor of youth among 
the peoples living in the ancient seats of our race. The New 
England town was not an American invention j and the settlers 
upon the northern coasts did not adopt the town system simply 
because they were obliged to establish themselves in isolated 
settlements in a harsh climate and among hostile native tribes. 
We have seen (pages 268, 269) that they kept together in close 
settlements for religious purxioses, for mutual defence, and for 
purposes of trade, and that their settlements were often com- 
pletely isolated by stretches of wild jirimeval forest ; but their 
form of government, or at least the talent and disposition for 
it, they brought with them, an inheritance of untold antiipiity. 
Their political organization was like a spontaneous reproduc- 
tion of the ancient G-ermanic mark. In most cases they re- 
garded the land upon which they settled as the property of 
the community, just as their remote barbarian ancestors had 
done ; like those ancestors, they divided the land among families 
and individuals or worked it in common as might be decided by 
public vote in general assembly, in open ‘ folk-moot ’ we may call 
it. This same ‘ town-meeting/ as tliey stjded it, voted the com- 
mon discipline, elected the officers, and made the rules of common 
government. Each group of colonists constituted themselves a 
state with a governing primary assemblj'. They reestablished, 
too, the old principles of folk-land. Whether they tilled their 
lands in common or divided them in severalty, they had always 
a communal domain, part of wdiich was kept as open common 
for the general pasturage, and tlie rest of which was given over 
in parcels, from time to time, for settlement. They were invent- 
ing nothing; they were simply letting their race habits and in- 
stincts have natural play. Their methods showed signs at almost 
every point of having been filtered through intervening English 
practices ; but they rested, none the less, upon original Teutonic 
principles. 

The exceptions to the principle of folk-land occurred where, as 
in tlie Hartford, Windsor, and Wethensfield settlements on the Connecti- 
cut, the land was held, not in common by the civil community, but in 
common by a sort of corporation of joint owners under whose supervision 
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the new colonies were established. These joint owners were quite distinct 
from the communal authorities.^ 

Absorption of the Town in larger Units of Govern- 
ment. — It was towns of this primitive pattern that were drawn 
together ultimately into the New England colonies of the later 
time, by the processes I have already described (page 269) ; and 
in becoming parts of larger organizations they lost to some 
extent their independence of movement, as well as in some 
slight degree their individuality also. In some cases, as for 
instance in the coalescence of ‘ Connectieut ’ and New Haven 
(page 278), the establishment of central state legislative eontrol 
over the towns took the shape of a mere confirmation to them of 
their old functions and privileges, and in this way fully recog- 
nized their elder and once sovereign place in the historical de- 
velopment of the commonwealth; but it in all cases necessarily 
resulted in their virtual subordination. It led also to the creation 
of new areas of local government. Towns were grouped, at first 
for judicial purposes only, into counties, and the counties came 
in time to furnish a very convenient basis for certain adminis- 
trative functions once vested exclusively in the smaller areas. 
Great cities, too, presently grew up to demand more complex, 
less simply and directly democratic, methods than those of the 
towns. But no change has seriously threatened town organizar 
tion with destruction. The ‘town’ is still the most character- 
istic and most vital element of local government in New 
England; and it still has substantially the same officers, sub- 
stantially the same functions, that it possessed at its foundation 
in America. 

An influx of foreigners has In many places disturbed and 
Impaired the town system, and the cities, which draw to themselves so 
rapidly the rural population, but which are too big for the primitive 
methods of town government, are powerful disintegrating elements in 
the midst of the old organization ; but the new adaptation and develop- 
ment of the township in the West, and the tendency to introduce it 
in some parts of the South, seem still to promise it honor and length 
of days. , 

t See Andrews, The Sivef Toiojis of Connecticut (Johns Hopkins Studies 
Ith Series). 
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Town-meeting. — The sovereign authority, the motive 
power, of town government is the Town-meeting, the general 
assembly of all the qualified voters of the town, which has 
reminded so many admiring observers of the ancient Grecian 
and Roman popular assemblies and of the Landsgemeinde of 
Switzerland. The regular session of this assembly is held once 
a year, usually in the spring,* but extra sessions are held from 
time to time throughout the year as occasiou arises, due notice 
being given both of the time of meeting and of the exact 
business to be considered. Town-meeting elects all officers, — 
its regular annual session being the session for elections, — and 
decides every affair of local interest.® It is presided over by a 
‘ Moderator ’ and attended by the town officers, who must give a 
full account of their adininistration, and who must set before the 
Meeting a detailed statement of the sums of money needed for 
local government. These sums, if approved, are voted by the 
Meeting and their collection ordered, on a prescribed basis of 
assessment. Everything that the officials and committees of the 
town have done is subject to be criticised, everything that they 
are to do is subject to be regulated by the Meeting. 

The Town Officers. — The officers of the town are certain 
‘ Selectmen,' from three to nine in number, according to the size and 
needs of the town, who constitute the general executive authority 
for all matters not otherwise 'assigned ; u Town C^lerk, who is the 
keeper of the town records and registers ; a Treasurer ; Assessors, 
whose duty it is to make valuation of all property for tax assess- 
ment; a Collector of the taxes voted by the Meeting or required 
by the county and state authorities; a School Committee; and a 
variety of lesser officers of minor function, such as Constables, 
together with certain committees, such as library tnistees, etc. 
Generally there are also overseers of the poor and surveyors of 
highways. 

To this corps of officers all the functions of local gov- 
ernment belong. The county authorities cannot enter their 

* In Connecticut in the autumn. 

s In some of the coast towns (townships), as notably in Connecticut, the 
regulation of the use of the oj'ster beds is a very prominent question in 
town-meeting. 
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domain, but must confine themselves to the judicial duties 
proper to them and to such administrative matters as the lay- 
ing out of inter-town roads, the issuing of certain county licenses, 
the maintenance of county buildings, etc., for the due oversight 
of which larger areas than the town seem necessary. County 
expenses are defrayed by taxes raised by the towns : the county 
authorities apportion such taxes, but do not lay them. 

In Rhode Island the only county officials are those connected 
with the administration of justice. 

The Township of the Northwest. — The town may, 
therefore, be said to exist in New England in its full historical 
character and simplicity, though much overshadowed by great 
cities, and everywhere modified and partially subordinated by 
the later developments of state and county. In the Northwest, 
whither New England emigrants have gone, it has entered an- 
other phase and taken on another character, — a character which 
may perhaps foreshadow its ultimate organization, should the 
country have at any future time the uniform practices of local 
government now dimly promised by certain incipient forces of 
institutional interchange and imitation. 

In the first place, the Northwestern township is more 
thoroughly integrated, with the county than is the New England 
township. County and township fit together as pieces of the 
same organism. In New England the township is older than the 
county, and the county is a grouping of townships for certain 
purposes ; in the Northwest, on the contrary, the county has in 
all cases preceded the township, and townships are divisions of 
the county. 

The county preceded the township because the county 
furnishes, for our people, the natural basis of organization for a 
scattered agricultural population ; the township came afterwards, 
in obedience to the habit of the New England settlers, as the 
natural organization for a population which had become more 
numerous and which had drawn together into closer association. 

Its Origin. — It was school oiyanization that supplied the 
beginnings of the township system in all the more newly settled 
portions of the country. The Western township has sprung out 
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uf the school as the New England towiisliij) of the earliest days 
sprang out of the church. The goverunieiit surveyor, who has 
everywhere preceded final settlement in the West, has in all cases 
mapped out the laud in regular plots of thirty-six square miles 
each, which, for convenience, he called ‘ townships ’ ; and in every 
township Congress has reserved at least a square mile of land 
(one ‘section’) for the endowment of schools. This endowment 
had to be administered by the settlers ; school organization had 
to be effected; the name townxhiji had already been given to 
the district so endowed ; and there was, therefore, naturally 
school organization on the basis of the township. From this 
there eventually issued an equally natural growth of local politi- 
cal institutions.’ 

Spread of Township Organization. — In the newer por- 
tions of the country the development of the township has pro- 
gressed almost in direct ratio with the development of local 
government: in many sections, even where population is com- 
paratively dense, county organization has been made to suffice 
for such districts as have not assumed the structure and privi- 
leges of village or city incorporation ; but wherever any special 
effort has been made to perfect local rural organization for ad- 
ministrative purposes, the town.ship has been accepted as tlie best 
model of political association. 

It has received its widest acceptance in such middle states as 
New York and Pennsylvania, and in the great Northwestern states of 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Mimic.sota. Elsewhere, in the middle 
West, in Ohio, Indiana, and Kansas, for u.xample, and in such states of 
the far West as California, it is le.ss fully developed, and occupies a much 
more subordinate place as compared witli the county. The county, 
indeed, may be said to be the prevalent unit of local government in Cali- 
fornia, as well as in Colorado, Oregon, Nebraska, and Nevada. 

Township Organization. — The oryanizalion of the town- 
ship outside of New England varies with its development. 
Where it is most vigorous there is the town-meeting, exercis- 
ing powers strictly defined and circumscribed by statute and 
somewhat less extensive than the powers of the town-meeting in 

1 See p. 10 of Local Government in nUiiois, by Dr. Albert Shaw (Joins 
Ilopkins Studies in Historical and Political Science, First Series). 
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New England, but still covering a multitude of local interests 
and representing a very real control. Where it is less developed 
there is no town-meeting, but instead only the processes of popu- 
lar election to local office. In all cases the ‘ selectmen ’ have dis- 
appeared : at least we find no officers bearing their name, and no 
officers possessing exactly their functions. Where the township 
is most completely organized we find one or more ‘ supervisors ’ 
standing at the front of township administration, who are clothed 
with the duties of overseers of the poor, exercise oftentimes a 
certain control over the finances of the township, and are in 
general function the presiding and directing authorities of the 
administration. 

Where there are several supervisors or trustees in the town- 
ship, it is common to associate them together as a Board, and 
under such an arrangement they very closely resemble the New 
England board of selectmen in their administrative functions. 
ToTOship boards also exist under the laws of some states in 
which there is but a single supervisor for each township, being 
composed, usually, besides the supervisor, of such officers as the 
town clerk and the Justices of the Peace. In Michigan such a 
board has rather extensive supervisory powers ; in Illinois it is 
a committee of audit simply. 

The number of township officers varies with the degree of 
development to which the township system has attained. In 
Ohio, where the system is still more or less in germ, there are, 
besides the three trustees, no township officers save a clerk and a 
treasurer. 

In Michigan, even, where the township system is fully ac- 
cepted, there is iieither an assessor nor a collector of taxes, the 
supervisor acting as assessor and the treasurer as collector. In 
Illinois, on the other hand, there is always a full corps of officers : 
supervisor, collector, assessor, clerk, commissioners of highways, 
justices of the peace, constables, etc., — and for the school town- 
ship a body of school trustees. 

The term of all officers except justices of the peace, road and 
school commissioners, and constables is generally but a single 
year, as in New England ; the terms of the other officers named 
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are olten tliree nr four years. U here there'is a town-meeting the 
officers are elected by it ; where there is no town-meeting they 
are chosen at the polls. 

The Township in the Middle Atlantic States. — It is re- 
versing the historical order to speak of the townships of the 
middle Atlantic states after discussing the townships of the 
newer West; but it is not reversing the order of convenient expo- 
sition. The processes of formation are plainly visible in the 
est ; in the Last they are more complex and obscure, being the 
formations of history rather than of legislation. 

The Mew York township is like the townships of Michi- 
gan and Illinois in its structure and functions ; but like because 
it is an original, not because it is a copy. Over it presides a 
single supervisor who is the treasurer and general linancial officer 
of the area. It has its clerk, its assessor, its collector, its commis- 
sioners of highways, its constables, its justices of the peace. It 
has also special overseers of the poor. An annual town-meeting, 
under the presidency of the justices of the peace, or of the town 
clerk, elects all officers, passes sundry by-laws, votes taxes for 
schools and poor relief, and constitutes the general governing 
authority. 

In counties containing .300,000 or more inhabitants there is a provision 
for the election of township officers at the polls. 

The Pennsylvania Township. — The New York township 
system suggested the system of the states about the lakes, and 
stands nearest in the order of development to the township 
of New England. The township of Pennsylvania, on the other 
hand, suggests the township system of the next lower belt of 
middle Western states. In it there is no town-meeting, but 
only an executive machinery. A board of two or three super- 
visors, holding for a term of three years, presides over the town- 
ship, and has as its most prominent function the care of high- 
ways. Eor the rest, there are the usual officers, with the some- 
what uncommon addition of the auditors. WTiere the township 
is charged with the care of the poor, two special overseers are 
elected. 
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Origins of Local Government in the Middle States. — 
Local government in New York, Peimsylviiiiia, Delaware, and 
most of New Jersey runs back, as to a common source, to the 
S3’'stem established in colonial times by the Duke of York as 
proprietor. Under that system the township was the princii)al 
organ of local government. Its officers were certain constables 
and overseers; and above the township was only an artificial 
‘ Eiding,’ presided over by a shprilf. Certain Ueneral Courts 
levied highway and poor rates, appointed overseers of highways, 
etc. After the period of the Duke’s proprietorship, the develop- 
ment of local government in the several parts of his domain 
exhibited a considerable varietj'. The township retained its im- 
portance in New York, but further south, particularly in Penn- 
sylvania, the county gained the superior place. 

The Township in the South. — Wherever, in the South, the 
principle of local taxation for local schools has been fully rec- 
ognized, there the township lias begun to show itself, at least in 
bud. Virginia, the oldest of the southern states, and in most 
respects the type of all the rest in institutional development, for 
six years (1868-1874) tried the township system in its full form. 
Put the experiment proved unsatisfactory. The system, instead 
of being gradually introduced and allowed to take a normal way of 
growth, was adopted whole, proved too artificial, and was very 
soon abolished by constitutional amendment. North Carolina 
and West Virginia have adopted a township system of a very 
much more rudimentary sort, and with better results in practical 
administration. 

The County. — The division of power between townshi]) 
and county can be most intelligibly discussed in connection with 
the following outline of coimty organization. The natural history 
of the county is best studied in the South, where, despite the jjar- 
tial adoption of township organization here and there, the county 
remains the chief and almost the only organ of local order and 
government. We have seen (pages 271-273) how natural a basis 
of government it was for a widespread agricultural population. 
The county was imported into the West by Southern settlers, and 
also found there at first its natural reason for existence in a simi- 
larly diffused population. New England immigration and new 
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couditions of industrial aud social combination have created the 
township within the county in the West, as similarly altered con- 
ditions have begun to create it in the South also. 

In all cases, it would seem, the county was originated 
primarily for judicial purposes, as an area in aud for which courts 
were to be held, though in such confederate colonies as Connecticut 
it was also in part the outgrowth of the union of different groups 
of once independent towns. In the South the county became also 
the single area for the adniiiiistrative organization of local govern- 
ment, being given the functions elsewhere divided between the 
county and smaller areas like the township. In New England 
certain general functions of a limited character have been con- 
ferred upon it by subtraction from the townships. In the North- 
west, county and township have been created almost simultaneously 
aud side by side, and are carefully integrated. 

The American county was of course in the first instance a frontier 
copy of the English sliire j hut its growtli affords no analogy to the growth 
of its Englisli prototype. The English shire in a great many instances 
traces its history back to the time when it was a separate Saxon kingdom, 
and may be said to have as natural boumlavics as Eranco; American 
counties, on the other lianrl, have all been deliberately ‘laid out,’ as judi- 
cial and administrative subdivisions, and have no such independent his- 
torical standing. 

The Southern county, which undertakes all of local ad- 
ministration, has a complete set of oiheers. At its head is a 
small board of coiiiil>i eomniisnii/ueiv. Acting under the gen- 
eral superintendence of the comiuis.sioiiers, there are generally 
a county treasurer, auditor, suj)eriiitendeiit of roads, superin- 
tendent of education, and suiierintemlent of the poor. On its 
judicial side, the county has its sheriff, its clerk, its ordinary 
or surrogate, its coroner, and its state-attorney, the latter 
generally acting for a judici.al district inclusive of several 
counties. The functions of the county emljraee the oversiglit of 
education, the mainteuauv.e of jails and poorhouses, the construc- 
tion and repair of highways, aud all local matters. County 
officers are in almost all instances elected by popular vote. Un- 
der the Southern county system the sheriff is commonly also 
tax-collector. 
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Where the township exists there is great variety of 
county- organization, almost the only point of common likeness 
being the organization of justice. The county^ always has its 
sheriff, and generally its separate courts, with the usual coroner 
and clerk. The variety shows itself in the field of administra- 
tive structure. Sometimes, as in New York, Michigan, and Illi- 
nois, the comity administrative authority is a board comiiosed of 
the supervisors of all the townships; sometimes, as in I’ennsyl- 
vania and Minnesota, the county authority is a board of tlu-ee 
commissioners. In 'Wisconsin the county board consists of mem- 
bers each of whom is chosen by two or more townships. Where 
the county is given least power, as in New England, its adminis- 
trative functions hardly extend beyond the maintenance of county 
buildings such as the jail and courthouse, the granting of certain 
licenses, and the partial supervision of the highway system. In 
New York and the Northwest the county authorities often under 
take the relief of the poor, sometimes exercise an extensive con- 
trol over the debt-contracting privileges of the smaller areas, often 
audit the accounts of local officers, and supervise taxation for pur- 
poses of equalization. 

tVliere towasliiiis exist, then, the division of functions may be 
said to be as follows; the lowiisliip is the area for the administration of 
schools, for the relief of the poor (unless by special popular vote this fuin-- 
tion be given to tlie county), police, the construction and mainteiianee of 
highways, and sanilntinii ; while the county is the area for the administra- 
tion of justice, for tlie maintenance of jails, courthouses, and sometlinrs 
poorhouses, for tax equalization, and often for tlie exercise of certain 
other general supervisory powers. 

Villages, Boroughs, Cities. — Counties and townships are 
areas of rural organization only. With the compacting of poiiii- 
latioii in great towns and cities other and more elaborate means 
of organization became necessary, and a great body of consti- 
tutional and statutory law has grown up in the states concern- 
ing the incorporation of urban areas. There is no complete and 
general municipal corporations act in any of our states such as 
that under which, in England, cities of all sizes may acquire the 
privileges and adopt the organization of full borough government 
(page 240) ; the largest towns are left to depend for their incor- 
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poration upon special acts of legislation. The large cities of the 
country consequently exhibit a great variety of political structure, 
and even cities in the same state often differ widely in many 
material points of organization and function. 

The electors or freeholders of less populous urban dis- 
tricts are in most of the states empowered to obtain a simple sort 
of urban organization and considerable urban powers, by certain 
uniform routine processes, from the courts of law; villages (as 
they are called in New York), boroughs (as they are styled in 
Pennsylvania), toicns (as they are sometimes designated in the 
South),* cities of the lesser grades (in states where towns are classi- 
fied according to population), may usually get from the courts as 
of course, upon proof of the necessary population and of the con- 
sent of the freeholders or electors, the privilege of erecting them- 
selves into municipal corporations under general acts passed for 
the purpose ; very much as private joint-stock companies may get 
leave to incorporate upon showing to the court evidence of the 
possession of the necessary membership, stock, or 23aid-up capital. 

The town or borough is, however, a public, not a private, empo- 
ration, receiving by delegation certain powers of government; imd inniiy 
states have left with their legislatures the power to create all piiblie eoi'- 
poratioiis by special act. The incorporation of towns is not, tljen-fore, 
universally governed by general statute. 

The Authorities of urban districts thus erected intc 
separate corporations succeed, generally, to all the ijowcrs of 
township officers within their area and constitute a local body 
apart ; but usually the area thus incor2)orated docs not cease to 
be a part of the county in which it lies. It continues to i^ay 
county taxes and its electors continue to take their jiart in the 
choice of county officials. In some cases, however, cities have 
been definitely separated from the counties in which they lie. 
This has been the virtually uniform irolicy of Virginia. In other 
cases cities have by growth abserbed the counties in which they 
were situated, as has happened, for cxamjjle, by the expansion of 
New York, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and San Francisco. Balti- 
more and St. Louis have been made independent of county gov- 

1 The name town when used in New England always means, not an urban 
district, but a townsAip. 
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eminent and county obligations by special legal avvangement. 
The organization of incorporated towns is unlike that of eitlier 
county or townshiji principally in this, that they have at the front 
of their government a representative council which within its 
sphere is a law-making authority. 

A common model of organization for the smaller urban areas 
is : a mayor, president, or chief burgess ; a small town council given ex- 
tensive power of making by-laws, considerable power of taxation for local 
improvements as well as for local administration, and other powers of 
local direction which quite sharply differentiate it from the merely execu- 
tive boards often found in the townships and always found in the coun- 
ties j a treasurer ; a clerk j a collector ; a street commissioner ; sometimes 
overseers of the poor; and generally such other minor officers as the 
council sees fit to appoint. 

Organization of Government in Cities. — The difference 
between the organization of these smaller urban areas and the 
organization of great cities is a difference of complexity not only 
but often also a difference of kind. Cities, we have seen (page 
324), are often given a separate judicial organization, being 
made in effect separate judicial circuits or counties, with their 
own courts, sheriffs, coroners, and state-attorneys ; and are some- 
times also made quite independent of the counties in which 
they lie (page 349). They are given also larger councils, with 
larger powers ; a larger corps of oflicers ; and greater energy of 
self-direction than other local areas possess. 

The Council of a great city usually consists of two sections nr 
‘houscii,’ — a hoard of aldemen and a hoard of common coniicilmen, dif- 
fering very much as the two houses of a state legislature differ, in the 
number and size of the districts which their members represent. In mo.st 
of the cities of New York state, however, there is but a single legislative 
chamber, called sometimes the Board of Aldermen, sometimes the Com- 
mon Council. 

These hoards always constitute the law-making (or rather ordi- 
nance-making) and taxing power of the city ; and always until recent 
years they have been constituted overseers of administration also, by 
being given the power to control it not only by withholding moneys, but 
also through direct participation in the power of appointment to the minor 
city ofBces, — all those, that is to say, not filled by popular election. The 
chief oflScers of every city have usually been elected, but all others have, 
as a rule, been appointed by the mayor subject to conlinnation by the 
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city council. TIk' tendency of all very recent legislation with reference 
to the constitution of city governments has been to concentrate executive 
power, and consequently executive rc.sponsibility, in the hands of the 
mayor, leaving to the council only its ordinance-making power and its 
function of financial control. Sonic of the most I'ecent charters have even 
extended the appointing power of the mayor so as to include the mo.st 
important executive offices of the city administration. Local hilts arc 
submitted to the mayors of the cities which they affect, for their approval. 
But, if they do not apiirove, the repassage of the act by a mere majority 
in the legislature sulfices to make it law, notwitlistanding. 

CommissioiL Form of Government. — The most recent develop- 
ment in municijial government is the commission form, where the 
old form of organization, eousistiiig of a mayor and an elected 
council, has heen replaced hy a single elective commission, small 
in number, which combines in itself both executive and legis- 
lative functions. The commission form has been widely adopted 
in smaller towns and cities, in a few cities of size, but not in 
any of the very largest cities. Its merit lies in the concentra.- 
tion of powers in the hands of a few men whom it is easier to 
hold responsible than was formerly the case when authority was 
divided and parceled out among many. In some cities the plan 
has been introduced of selecting a city manager, who under the 
control of the commission, by whom he is appointed and removed, 
is the actual administrative head of the city government. 

School Administration. — AX'herever the. public! school 
exists there we find the sclicxd district the usual administra- 
tive area for educational jmrposes. Wdierc! the county system 
prevails the county is divided into school districts ; where the 
township system prevails the township is divided into school 
districts. In every case there are districit directors or trustees 
who control school administration, and usually control it so 
entirely as to prevent in great part the existence of any 
uniform systein of education for the whole state ; but where 
the township system prevails there is generally more partici- 
pation on the part of the people, gathered in district-meeting, 
in school administration, and generally a fuller power of local 
taxation. 

In New England recent years have been witnessing the disap- 
pearance of the separate school district in some states, and its 
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absorption l)y the township. Thus in Maine, in New Hampshire, 
and in Connecticut school administiation is being transferred 
from district to township olfieers, and the township is being 
made the school area. In Massachusetts the school district 
system was entirely abolished in 1882, and township school 
administration substituted. And outside New England the same 
substitution has here and there been made, — as, for example, 
in Pennsylvania. 

In the Northwest schools usually receive support from 
three distinct sources : from the land granted to each town- 
ship by the federal government; from a general state tax 
for education, whose proceeds are distributed among the town- 
ships, to be further distributed by the township authorities 
among the districts ; and from district taxes levied by the 
district directors. In New England there is generally state 
and township taxation for the support of the schools. In the 
South, under the county system, there is state taxation only, 
for the most part, save in certain exceptional localities, and 
in the greater towns. In many cases in the Northwest the 
school district is coincident in area with the civil township, 
though distinct and separate in organization. 

Nowhere is there sufficient centralization of control. State 
superintendents or other central educational authorities are 
without real administrative powers (compare page 335) ; county 
superintendents seldom have much authority ; township trus- 
tees or committees, as a rule, have little more than a gen- 
eral supervision and power of advice; usually the directors 
of the smallest area have the greater part of the total of 
administrative authority, applying their quota of even the state 
taxes according to their own discretion. The result is, variety 
in the qualifications of teachers, variety in the method of 
their choice, variety in courses of study, variety in general 
efficiency. 

Taxation. — The most striking feature regarding local 
taxation in the United States is the strict limitations put upon 
it by constitution or statute. Commonly no local authorities 
can tax beyond a certain fixed percentage of the appraised 
value of the property of their district. Under the county 
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system, requisition is made upon the officers of the counties 
for the taxes voted by the legislature for state purposes, and 
the county boards raise them, together with the cfiimty taxes, 
upon the basis of the county assessment. Where the townsliip 
exists, the process goes one step further : requistion is made 
upon the townships for both the state and county taxes, and 
the townships raise these, together with their own taxes, upon 
the basis of the assessment made by their own assessors. 

An effort is made in most of the states, however, to equal- 
ize assessments. Some county authority acts as a board of 
equalization with reference to the assessments returned by the 
assessors of the several townshqrs, and above the eijualiza- 
tion boards of the counties there is generally a state board of 
equalization, whose duty it is to harmonize and equalize, upon 
appeal, taxation in the several counties. Appeals always lie 
from the local assessors to these boards of equalization. The 
system is, however, only partially successful. It has proved 
practically impossible, under the present system of localized 
authority, to avoid great varieties and inequalities of assessment : 
local officials try to cut down the shares of their districts in 
the general taxes as much as possible. 

General Bemarks on Local Government. — Several features 
observable in our systems of local government taken as a whole 
are worthy of remark. (1) In the first place, outside of the 
towns and cities, the separately incorporated urlxin district s, 
there is a marked abs ence of representative, law-making bodie s. 
Almost everywhere locS officers and boards have merely execu- 
tive powers and move within narrow limits set by elaborate 
statute law. 

(2) In the second place, where there are local law-making 
bodies, they act under strict constitutional law : under charters, 
that is, possessing thus a strong resemblance, of kind, to state 
legislatures themselves. 

(3) In the third place, central control of local authorities exists 
only in the enforcement, in the regular law courts, of charters and 
general laws : there is nowhere any central Local Government 
Board with discretionary powers of restriction or permission 
(page 246). 
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(4) In the fourth place, relatively to the central organs of the 
state, local govewimeut is, administratively, the most vital irart 
of our system : as compared either with the federal government 
or with local authorities, the central governments of the states 
lack vitality not only, but do not seem to he holding their own in 
point of importance. They count for mucJi in legislation, hut, so 
far, for very little in administration. 

The PeDEIIAI, CrOVEKXMEXT. 

The Constitution of the United States does not contain 
all the rules upon which the organization of the federal govern- 
ment rests. It says that there sIuUj he a Congress which shall 
exercise the law-makmg power granted to the general goverji- 
inent ; a President who shall he charged with the execution of 
the laws passed hy Congress ; and a Supreme Court which shall 
he the highest court of the land for the determination of what is 
lawful to he done, either hy individuals, hy the state governments, 
or hy the federal authorities, under the Constitution and laws. 
It prescribes also in jjart the organization of Congress. But it 
iloes not c.onnnand how Congress shall do its work of legislation, 
how the President shall he enabled to perform his great function, 
or hy what machinery of officers and subordinate courts the Su- 
preme Court shall he assisted in tlie exercise of its powers. It 
leaves all detail of operation to he arranged hy statute : and 
statute accordingly plan's an all-important part in the organiza- 
tion of the government. 

The Constitution furnishes only the great foundations of the 
system. Those foundatious rest upon the same firm ground of 
popular assent that supports the several constitutions of the 
states. Framed hy a federal convention and adopted hy repre- 
sentative conventions in the states, it stands altogether a[)art 
from ordinary law both in character and sanction. 

Amendment of the Constitution. — The Consthution_(!an- 
not he amended without the consent of two-thirds of Congress 
and three-fourths of the states. Amendments may he proposed 
in due of two ways : either (u) two-thirds of the members of each 
house of Congress may agree that certain amendments are neces- 
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sary; or (h) the legislatures of two-thirds of the states may 
petition Congress toTiave a geiier.il convention called for the con- 
sideration of amendments, and suidi a convention, being called, 
may propose changes. In both csises the mode of adoptimi is the 
same. Every change proposed nmst be submitted to the states, 
to be voted upon either by their legislatures or by state conven- 
tions called for the jmrpose, as tVmgress maj" determine. Any 
amendment which is agreed to by three-fourths of the states 
becomes a part of the (,’iinstitution. 

The seventeen aiuendinents so far made to the Constitution 
were all proposed by Congress. Xo general constitutional con- 
vention has been called since the adjournment of the great body 
by which the Constitution was framed in 1787. 

None of the written constitutions of Europe is so difficult of 
alteration as our own. In Germany a provision changing the 
imperial constitution passes just as an ordinary law would pass, 
the only limitation upon its x)assiige being that fourteen nega- 
tive votes in the BunclesrcU will defeat it (14 out of 68). In 
France (pages 154, 155) constitutional amendments pass as ordi- 
nary laws do, except that they must be adopted by the two 
houses of the legislature acting, not se 2 )arately in Paris, but 
jointly at Versailles, as a National Assembly. In Switzerland 
such amendments must pass both houses of the federal legis- 
lature and must also be a 2 ) 2 )roved, in a 2 )oi)ular vote, by a major- 
ity of the voters, (Uid by a majority of the (.Cantons. In England 
the distinction between constitutional law and statute law can 
hardly be said to exist. 

The Federal Territory. — The territory of the United 
States is of three different sorts : there is (w) the District of Co- 
lumbia, over Avhich the nation exercises exclusive jurisdiction as 
the seat of its government, and the arsenals and dock-yards, 
which it has acquired by purchase, and over which the states 
have given it jurisdiction for military pui'i^oses ; and (b) the 
great national property, the territories, which the federal auttior- 
ities hold in trust for the nation as a seed-bed for the develop- 
ment of new states, and (c) the dependencies. 

The District of Columbia. — It would have been incon- 
venient for the federal government to have no territory of its 
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own on which to .buiid its public offices and legislative halls, and 
where it could be independent of local or other state regulations. 
The Constitution itself therefore provided that Congress should 
have exclusive authority within any district not more than ten 
miles square which any state might grant to the federal govern- 
ment for its own uses. Acting upon this hint, Maryland and 
Virginia promptly granted the necessary territorial jurisdiction, 
it having been decided to establish the seat of government upon 
the Potomac. A part of the home-land of the federal govern- 
ment, thus ceded, was laid out under the name of the District of 
Columbia : there the public, buildings were erected, and there, 
after the removal of the government offices thither in 1800, the 
city of Washington grew up. 

The first Congi’ess of the United States met in New York City ; there 
the first President was inaugurated, and tlie organization of the new 
government effected. In 1790 it was determined that the federal offi- 
cers should live and Congress meet in Phitodelphia (as the Continentnl 
Congress had geneiully done) for ten years ; after that, in the district 
specially set apart for the use of the federal government. 

The creation of this federal home-plot is a feature peculiar to our 
own federal arrangements. Berlin is the capital of Prussia, not the 
exclusive seat, or in any sense the property, of the imperial govern- 
ment. Berne, too, is cantonal, not federal, gi-ound. Onr govennnent 
would have been in the same case as those of Germany and Switzer- 
land had our federal authorities remained the guests of New York or 
Pennsylvania. 

The several arsenals, dock-yards, forts, and lig/it-houses established 
by the federal government in iliflerent parts of the Union are built upon 
land purchased by the federal government, generally of individuals. It 
is the practice for the .several states in which such pieces of property lie 
to grant to the federal government exclusive jurisdiction over them, — 
usually with the proviso that the jurisdiction shall lapse when the prop- 
erty ccivses to be used for the federal purposes specified. 

The Territories. — As the different parts of our vast 
national domain have been settled it has been divided, under the 
direction of Congress, into portions of various sizes, generally 
about the area of the larger states, though sometimes larger than 
any state save Texas. These portions have been called, for want 
of a better name. Territories, and have been given governments 
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constituted by federal statute. First they have been given gov- ' 
ernors and judges appointed by the President; then, as lieii 
population lias become numerous and sufficiently settled in its 
ways of living, they have been given legislatures chosen by their 
own people and clothed with the power to make laws subject to 
the approval of Congress ; finally, upon becoming still more de- 
veloped, they have been granted us full law-making powers as 
the states. The territorial stage of their dev^elopmeut passed,/ 
they have one by one been brought into the Union as states/ 
The only territories reniaining are Alaska and Hawaii. 

Until 1803 the only territoiy of the United States consisted of the 
lands east of the Mississippi which had belonged to the thirteen original 
states individually, and had by them been granted to the general govern- 
ment. In 1803 the vast tract known as Louisiana wa-s bought ; in 1848, 
by conquest, and in 18.52, by negotiation, the I'acitio coast lands were 
acquired from Mexico ; in 1840 the right of the United States to a portion 
of the Oregon country was finally established, by treaty. 

The Dependencies. — With the acciuisitioii of Porto Rico 
and the Philippines as a result of the war with Spain, the United 
States acquired non-contiguous lands, already inhabited by 
peoples differing from ourselves in language, customs and insti- 
tutions. Unlike the territory previously acquired, — with the 
exception of Alaska and Hawaii, — the insular possessions are 
not adapted for the progressive development from territories 
to states. They are dependencies, and will remain as such until 
they reach the stage when tliey may become independent or 
self-governing. 

The post-offices, federal court chambers, custom-houses, and other 
like buildings erected and owned by the geneml government in various 
parts of the country, are held by the government upon tlie ordinary 
principles of ownership, just as they might be held by a private corpora- 
tion. Their sites are not separate federal territory. 

Congress. — As in the states, so in the federal govern- 
ment, the law-making power is vested in a double legislature, a 
Oqngi'ess consisting of a Senate and a House of Representatives. 
Unlike the two houses of a state legislature, however, the two 
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houses of Congress have distinct characters : the Senate differs 
from tlie House not only in the number of its members, but also 
in the principle of its composition. It re pi'cs e nts the federa l 
prin ciple upon which the government rests. for _its members rep- 
resent the states. The House of llepresentatives, on the other 
hand, represmts the national principle, upon which also the gov- 
ernment has now been finally established, without threat of 
cliange. Its members represent the people. 

The Senate. — The Senate consists of two representatives 
from each of the states of the Union. It has, therefore, the states 
being fm-ty-eigbt ip number, ninety-six memb ers. Each s enator 
is^ected, for a p terin nf six y ears, bj the people of the state 
>yhieh he represents; and a state is legally free to ehoose 
any one as senator who has been a citizen of the United States 
nine years, who has reached the age or thirty, and who is at the 
time of the election a resident of the state which he is chosen 
to represent. 

The Constitution directed that, immediately after coining to- 
gether for its first session, the Senate should divide its members, 
by lot, as nearly as it could into three equal groups; that the 
members assigned to one of these groups should vacate their seats 
after the expiration of two years, the members assigned to an- 
other after the expiration of four years, and the members of the 
third after the expiration of six years ; after which arrangement 
had been accomplished, the term of every senator was to be six 
years as provided. It was thus brought about that oue-thii’d tjf 
the membership of the Senate is renewed by election every two 
years. The result is, that the Senate has a sort of continuous 
life, — no one election year affects the seats of more than one- 
third of its members. 

The Senate is the federal house of Congress. Its mem- 
bers represent the states as the constituent members of the 
Union. They are not, however, in any sense delegates of the 
governments of the states. They are not subject to be insti-ucted 
as to their votes, as members of the German Bundesrat are, by 
any state authority. Each senator is entitled and expected to 
vote according to his own individual opinion. Senators, there- 
fore, li my be said to rep resent, no t the g overnments of the _Btates, 
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1 mt the paople of the, states organi/ ed as corporate bodie a 
] )olitic. ^ 

There is no rule whidi obliges senators from the same state to 
vote together after the fashion once imperative in the Congress 
of our ovm Confederation, and still imj)ei'ative in the German 
Bundesrat (p. 288). Each senator represents ‘his state, not in 
partnership, but singly. 

The eiiuiil vepre.scntaticni <>f the states in the Senate ninre strictly con- 
[oriiis to the federal principle than does the ime(|ual representation char- 
acteristic of the German Bundatriil : hut the rule ob-servcd in Germany, 
that the represeiitatives of each .stsitc must vote together, must, iii turn, ho 
admitted to he more strictly con.sisteut with tlie idea of stale representatit)U 
tlian is the rule of individual voting followi'd in our Sciiiitc. 

The Vice-President of the United States is president of 
the Senate. Unless the President die, this is fnnetitm 

o f the Yitte-Prcsidfiit . He is not a member of the Senate ; he 
simply presides over its sessions. He has a vote only when the 
votes of the senators are etjually divided upon some cpiestion and 
his vote becomes necesstiry for a decision. If the President die 
or resign, or be removed from office, or be rendered unable “to 
discharge the duties and powers ” of his office, the presidency 
devolves on the Vice-President. 

Organization of the Senate. — The Setiate makes its 
own rules of procedure, tlie Vice-President being of course bound 
to administer whatever rule it adopts. Naturally the internal 
organization of the body is the matter with wliicJi its rules jtrin- 
cipally concern themselves, and tlie most important I'eature of 
that organization is the divisio n of the members of the Se nate 
into standing committees ; into small groups, tliat is, to each of 
which is entrustGiUciie preparation of a certain ])art of the Sen- 
ate’s business. The Senate itself w'ould not have time to look 
into the antecedents and particulars, tlic merits and bearings, 
of every matter lironglit before it; these committees are, tliei'e- 
fore, constituted to act iu its stead in the preliminary exami- 
nation and shaping of the measures to be voted on. Whenever 
any proposal is made concerning any important question, that 
proposal is referred to the standing committee which has been 
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commissioned to consider questions of the class to which the 
proposed action belongs. The committee takes the proposal 
under consideration, in connection with all other pending pro- 
posals relating to the same subject, and reports to the Senate 
what it thinks ought to be done with reference to it, — whether 
it is advisable to take any action or not, and, if it is advisable to 
act, what action had best be taken. 

Thus there is a 'Committee nn Finaji np.. to which all questioiis 
affpp.t.iiig t.lip. rBYPiiiiB are, referred ; a Co unuittee on ApDropriatio ns. whieli 
^vises the Senate eoiieeriiiiig all votes for tli o snfiiidii ig of money s ; a 
Committe e on Hailroai ls, which considers all railroad questions ; a Coin- 
mittee on Foreign Affai rs, which prepares for consideration all questions 
touching our relations with fomign governments, etc. 

Influence of the Standing Committees. — Its standing 
committees have a very great influence upon the action of the 
Senate. The S enate is naturally alw a ys inclined to listen to 
th eir advice— for ~each committee necessarily knows much more 
about the subjects assigned to it for consideration than the rest 
of the senators can know. Its committee organization may be 
said to be of the essence of the legislative action of the Senate : 
for the leadership to which a legislative body consigns itself is 
of the essence of its method and must affect, not the outward 
form merely, but the whole character also of its action. Under 
every great system of government except our own, leadership 
in legislation belongs for the most part to the ministers, to the 
Executive, which stands nearest to the business of governing; 
it is a central, and, as evidenced by its results, extremely impor- 
tant characteristic of our system that our legislatures lead them-, 
selves, or, rather, that they suffer themselves to be led along the 
several lines of legislation by separate and disconnected groups 
of their members. 

The Senate and the Executive. — On e nf t.lip, nhipf nsea nf tli p. 
c ommittees ia to '"fpig nation for the S enate concerning the affa irs 
of the gn vprnmBnt,. But, inasraucli as the executive branch of the gov- 
emineiit is quite separate from Congress, it is often very difficult for tlie 
Senate to find out through its committees all that it wishes to know about 
the condition of affairs in the executive departments. The action of the 
two houses upon some ijiiestions must of course be greatly influrnced, and 
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should be greatly influenced, by what they can learn of arlniinistrativo 
experience in the departments, and the Senate, as well as the Iluuae,4us 
t he right to ask what questions it pleases of executive offi cers, either 
t hrough its committees or by requiring a written report to be inajle Hirently 
to i tself by some head of a denartme nt. Upon financial questions, for exam- 
ple, "Sie'Smiateorits Finance Committee must constantly wish to know 
the- experience of the Treasury. But it is not always easy to get legisla- 
tive questions fully and correctly answered ; for the officers of the govern- 
ment are in no way responsible to cither house for their official conduct. 
They belong to an entirely separate and independent branch of the gov- 
ernment : only such high crimes and misdemeanors as lay them open to 
impeachment expose them to the power of the houses. The committees 
are, therefore, frequently prevented from doing their work of inquiry 
well, and the Senate has to act in the dark. Under other systems of gov- 
ermnent, the ministers are always present in the legislative bodies to be 
ipiestioned and dealt with, directly, face to face. 

The President Pro Tempore. — It is the practice of the Senate 
to make itself independent of ali chances of the Vice-l’resideut’s absence 
by electing statedly from its own membership a president pro tempore, to 
act in case of the absence or disability of the Vice-President. 


The House of Eepresentatives. — The House of Repre- 
sentatives represents, not the states, but the people of the 
United States. It represents them, however, not in the mass, 
but by states. Representation is apportioned among the states 
severally according to population, and no electoral district crosses 
any state boundarj'. 

Apportionment of Representatives. — Congress itself de- 
cides by law how many representatives there shall be; it then 
divides the number decided upon among the states according to 
population ; after which each state is divided by its ow'ii legis- 
lature into as many districts as it is to have representatives, 
and the people of each of these districts are entitled to elect one 
member to the House. The only limitation put by the Consti- 
tution itself upon the nnmber of representatives is, that there 
shall never be more than o ne for every thirty thousand inhabi - 
tants. The first House of Representatives had, by direction of 
the Constitution itself, sixty-five members, upon the proportion 
of one to every thirty-three thousand inhabitants. The number 
has, of course, grown, and the proportion decreased, ivith the 


362 the GOVERNJIEXT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


growth of population. A census is taken every ten years, ami 
the rule is to elfecit reailjustiuents and a redistribution of repre- 
sentation after every census. 

In states which send but one representative (there arc 
now — 1918 — five of these), the representative is chosen by the 
voters of the whole state. In some of the other states also it 
sometimes happens that one or more re 2 )resentatives are chosen 
thus ‘ at large,’ pending a redistribution among districts, — or for 
some other reason. 

At present there arc four luuHlreii ami thirty-live inemhiii 'S in tlic! 
House, anti tlie states are ('ivon one ineniber for every 211,877 of their 
inliahitants. In case.s where a state has many thousantla mere than ini 
even number of times that many inhabitants, it is given an adtlitionnl 
member to represent tlic balance. Tims, if it have four times 211,877 
inhabitants anti a vciy large fraction over, it is given live members instcail 
of four only. If any state have less than 211,877, it is given one member, 
notwithstancliiig, being entitled to at least one by constitutional provision. 
The reason for allowing a state an extra representative when there is a 
large fraction remaining over after a division of its population by the 
staticlard number is tliat the upponionmeiU of representntive.s is made 
according to states, and not by an even allotment among tlte people of 
the country taken as a whole, and that under such a syslem a perfectly 
ciiual division of representation is practically impossible. Congress makes 
the most equitable arrangement practicable each time it reapportions the 
membership of tlie Hon.se upon the basis of the decennial census which 
Congress directs to be taken for this purpose in pursuance ’of a special 
constitutional coniinaiul. 


Elections to the House — Any one may bo f]io.spii a 
rcjireseiitative who has reached the age of tweiity-tive years.. 
Iia.s loceti it citizen of the United States for seven years, and ' 
is at. tlie lime of liis election an inhabitant of the state from 
wliieh he is clioseii. Tlie term of a representative is two years: 
and two yetirs i s also the te rm of the whole Hous e: for it? 
iiteiuLers arc not chosen a section at a time, as tlie senators are ; 
the whole membersliii) of the House is renewed every second 
year. Each biennial election creates ‘ a new House.’ 

Although the .Senate has a continuous life, we speak habitually 
of different ‘ Congresses,’ as if a new Congress, instead of a new House 
of Representatives merely, were chosen biennially. Thus the Congi’ess oi 
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1917-1019 is known as the sixty-fifth Congress, because the House of Repre- 
sentatives of that period is tlie sixty-fiftli that has been elected since the 
goveiiuneiit was established. 

Federal law does not determine who shall vote for members 
of the House of Representatives. The Constitution provides, 
simply, that all those persons in eaeli state who are qualified 
under the constitution and laws of the state to vote for members 
of the larger of the two houses of the state legislature may 
vote also for members of the House of Representatives of the 
United States. The franchise is regulated, theref ore, entire ly 
by state law. 

In the fourteenth amendment to tlie Constitution (passed 18CU-1808) 
a very great pressure, is, by intention at least, hroiiglit to hear upon tiie 
states to induce tiiem to nuiko tlieir fi-anchi.se as wide as their adult male 
population. For tliat amendment provides tliat, should any state deny to 
any of its nu'.le citizens wlio arc twenty-one years of age tlie privilege of 
voting for members of tlie nioi-o nmnei-ous branch of its own legislature 
(and thus, by coitseiiucncc, the privilege of voting for repi-esentatives in 
Congress), for any reason except that they have committed crime, its 
representation in Congress shall be cm-tailed in the same proiiortion tliat 
the number of persons tims excluded fi-oni tlie franchise bears to the 
whole number of male citizens twenty-one yeans of age in tlie state. 
This provision liiw in practice, however, proved of little value. It is 
practically impossible for tlie fedei-al authorities to carry it satistactorily 
into effect. 

Organization of the Honee. — The Hou.se, like the 
Senate, has its own rules, regulative of the number and duties 
of its ofticei'S aud of its methods of doing business ; and these 
rules, like those of the .Senate, are chiehy concerned with the 
creation and the privileges of a great number of standing com- 
mittees. Tlie committees of the House w^ere until 1910 ap- 
pointed by tlie presiding officer of the House, the ‘. bpeaker 

' The House of Representatives is not given a president by tlie Constitu- 
tion, as the Senate is. It elects its own presiding officer, wlio.se name, of 
‘ Speaker,’ is taken from tlie usage of the Unglisli House of Commons, 
wiiose president was .so called because whenever, in tlie old days, the Coui- 
moius went into tlie presence of the king for tlie purpose of laying some 
matter before him, or of answering a .siimnioiis from liiiii, tlieir president 
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and this power of the Speaker to appoint the committees of the 
House made him one of the most powerful officers in the whole 
(government. For the committees of the House are even more 
I influential than those of the Senate hi deTSmining what shall 
he done with reference to matters referred t o them. They as 
a"^ matter of fact have it in their power to control almost all the 
acts of the House. The Senate, being a comparatively small 
body, has time to consider very fully the reports of its com- 
mittees, and generally manages to shape its own conclusions. 
But the House is too large to do much debating : it must be 
guided by its committees or it must do nothing. It is this fact 
which made the Speaker’s power of appointment so vastly 
important. He' determined who should be on the committees, 
and the committees determined what the House should do. He 
n omina te d those who shaped legislati on. More than that, h e 
shapeJTCe rules and determined ^e course of business. For he 


was chairman of the "Cdhlmittee on Rules, which had but four 
other members, whom be regarded as his ‘ assistants,’ and that 
committee guided the House quite absolutely in the use of its 
time. The Speaker will not ‘recognize’ (that is, will not give 
the floor to) any member who seeks to upset the programme it 
has fixed. 


The extraordinary power of the Speaker often made his election 
a very exciting part of the business of each new House : for he 
was always selected with reference to what he would do in con- 
stituting the principal committees, and in shaping and adminis- 
tering the rules. 

So great had become the power of the Speaker, not only to 
control legislation but also to discipline recalcitrant members, 
and so arbitrarily did Speaker Cannon exercise his power, that at 
length opposition developed within his own party, the ‘ insurgents,’ 
who finally in 1910 combined with the Democrats to change the 
Committee on Rules. It was enlarged from five to ten members, 
six of the majority and four of the minority party, elected by 
the House, and the Speaker was deprived of his membership. 


was their spokesman or Speaker. This name is used also in the legislative 
bodies of all the English colonies, — wherever, indeed, Engiish legislative 
pnictices have been directly inherited. 
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In the next session the Deinoeratie party had a majority in the 
House and it carried through a complete change in the method 
of constituting committees. The House now elects its own 
committees, and in practice the following method is used. Each 
party holds a caucus wh ic.h elects a p arty commi ttee on com- 
mittees. Thes e party committees select the party membe rs fo r 
committees ; the names thus selected are noniinSed to the House 
by the respective party committees and the House elects the 
TTiRifihp.Ts thus nnirium.tpfl These changes have taken away 
much of the Speaker’s power and have placed it in the hands of 
the party leaders, for the party committees on committees are 
naturally composed of the party leaders. The autocratic character 
of the Speaker’s" power has been replaced by a more democratic 
control by the party. Yet the influence of the Speaker is still great, 
and more than any one individual he ca n aid or hinder l egis l ation. 

T he House has so many standing commi ttees that evnry repre - 
sentative is a member of one or another of th am. — but many of 
the committees iiave little or nothing to do. Some of them, 
though still regularly appointed, have no duties assigned them 
by the rules. One of the most important (iommi ttees. is. that on 
ApnroDriation^ , w bich has chai-ge of tiie general monev-Bp euditig 
b ills intr^uced every year to meet the expenses of the govern- 
ment, and which, by virtue of its power under the rul^JioJaiiig 
its reports to the co nsld^tion o t the House at any time , to the 
tnrusting aside ot whatever matter, virtually ciominales the 
House by controlling its use of its time. Sp ecial approp riation 
bills, which p ropose hn provide moneys for the expense 's of 
single departinents, — as, for example, the Navy Department or 
the War Department, — are, by a rule of the House, taken out 
of the hands of the Committee on Appropriations and given to 
the committees on the special departments concerned. Scarc.ely 
less important than the Committee on Api)ro2’^'i‘’-^i“^®> though 
scarcely so busy as it, is the Committee on Ways and Means, 
which has charge of questions of taxation. 

The House has to deiiend, just as flie Senate does, upon its 
standing committees for information concerning the affairs of the 
government and the jiolicy of the executive dejjartments, and is 
just as often and as much embarrassed because of its entire ex- 
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elusion from easy, iuforiiial, and regular intercourse with the de- 
partments. They cauuot advise the House unless they are asked 
for their advice; and the House cannot ask for their advice 
except indirectly through its committees, or formally by requir- 
ing written reports. 

Acts of Congpress. — In order to become a law or Act of 
Congress a bill must pass both houses and receive the signature 
'Progi'SonT HucIl IS the oi tTHT^-y proeeas of legislation. 
But the President may withhold his signature, and in that case 
the measure which he has refused to sanction must receive the 
votes of twn-thirds of the members of each hous_& ,-given upon a 
reconsidei'ation, before it can go upon the statute book. The 
President is given ten days for the consideration of each measure. 
If he take no action upon it within the ten days, or if within 
that period he sign it, its provisions become law ; if within tlic 
ten days he inform Congress by special message that he will 
not sign the bill, returning it to the house in which it originated 
with a statement of his reasons for not signing it, another 
passage of the measure by a majority of two-thirds in each 
house is required to make it a law. 

There are, therefore, three ways in which a bill may become 
law: either'^.) by receiving the approval of a majority in eacli 
house, and the signature of the President, a^jpended within ten 
days after its passage by the houses ; oii/(&) by receiving the a.p- 
])roval of a majority in each house, and not being acted upon by 
tlie President within ten days after its passage; ori/^c) by re- 
ceiving the ajqu’oval of two-thirds of each house after having been 
refused signature by the President within ten days after its pas- 
sage by a majority in each house. If Congress adjourn before the 
expiration of the ten days allowed the President to consider bills 
sent him, such bills lapse unless he has signed them before the 
adjournment. 

Neither house can do any business (excejit send for absent 
; members or adjourn) unless a majority of its member^ are 
' present, — a majority being in the case of all our legislatures, 
both state and federal, the necessary quwum. 

In the practice of some foreign legislatures the quorum is 
much less than a majority of the members. In the English House 
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of Commons, for instance, it is only forty members, although the 
total number of members of the House of Commons is seven 
hundred and seven. 

When it is said that under certain circumstances a bill must be 
passed by a vote of two-thirds in order to become a law, it is 
understood to mean that it must be voted for by two-thirds of the 
members present, not necessarily by that proportion of the whole 
membership of the body. In the case of bills which the Presi- 
dent refuses to sign, however, the Constitution expressly says 
that it cannot be made law unless a second time passed by tieo- 
thinh of each house. ' ■■ '' ' 

A bill may ‘ originate ’ in eit lmr ho use, unless it be a bill rehi t- 
int; to the raising of reve nue. l u that ease it inust origina te in 
the House of Re presentatives, th ough the Senat e p''»poa>* 
what amendments it pieases' to a revenue bill, as t o any other 
which (iomes to it from the House. ' 

If one of th e houses p assTrdjifettnd the oth er house amend it, 
the changes so proposed must Ik* adopted i) y the hopaa in whii-n 
the hill originated before it can be sent to the President aud.-be 
ma de a~Ia\ ^ WTTeiniie' two houses tli' sagree about am emlmeiits 
they appoint conference committees : that is to say, each house 
apjioiiits a committe e to eoiisiilt with a similar committee a]>- 
pointed by the other iioiise, to see what, can be done towards bring-? 
iiig about an agreement between the two houses upon the pointsj 
in dispute. 

The Federal Judiciary : its Jurisdiction. — The •rudiciary 
of the United States consists of a Supreme Court, nine I'ireiiit 
Courts of Appeals, nine (.hrcuit Courts, eighty-three District Courts, 
and a Court of Claims. Its organization and functions rest more 
than do those of either of the other branches of the general gov- 
ernment upon statute merely, instead of upon constitutional pro- 
vision. The Constitution declares that “ the judicial power of 
the United States shall bc! vested in one supreme court, and in 
such inferior eourts as the Congress may, from time to time, 
ordain and establish,” and that “ the judges, both of the supreme 
and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior, 
.and shall, at stated times, receive for their services a comjieusa- 
tion which shall not be diminished during their continuance in 
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office.” It provides also that the judicial power of the federal 
government shall extend to all cases in law or equity which jn.iy 
aii8e_ under the (Jonstitution, laws, or treaties of the United 
States ; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers, 
and consuls ; to all admiralty and maritime cases ; to controver- 
sies in which the United States is a party, controversies between 
two or more states, between a state and citizens of another state 
(the state being the suitor), between citizens of different states, 
between citizens of the same state claiming lands under grants 
from different states, and between a state or its citizens and for- 
eign states, citizens, or subjects. And it directs that in cases 
affecting ambassadors, other i)ublic ministers and consuls, and in 
cases in which a state is a party the Supreme Court shall have 
original jurisdiction ; while in all other cases it is to have appel- 
late jurisdiction onljq “ with such exceptions, and under such 
regulations, as the Congress shall make.” 

The judicial power of the federal government is thus made to 
embrace two distinct classes of cases : (a) those in which it is 
manifestly proper that its authority, rather than the authority of 
a state, should control, because of the nature of the questions in- 
volved ; for instance, admiralty and maritime cases, navigable 
waters being within the exclusive jurisdiction of the federal 
authorities ; and cases arising out of the Constitution, laws, or 
treaties of the United States or out of conflicting grants made by 
different states. (6) Those in which, because of the nature of the 
imrties to the suit, the state courts could not properly be allowed 
juri.sdiction ; cases affecting, for instance, foreign ambassadors, 
who are accredited to the government of the United States and 
w'ith whom our only relations are national relations, whose privi- 
leges rest upon the sovereignty of the states they represent ; or 
cases in which the state coui'ts could not have complete jurisdic- 
tion because of the residence of the parties ; for instance, suits 
arising between citizens of different states. It is always open to 
the choice of a citizen of one state to sue a citizen of another state 
in the courts of the latter’s own domicile, but the courts of the 
United States are the special forum provided for such cases. 

Power of Congress over the Judiciary.— But these pro- 
visions of tlie Uoustitutioii leave Uongress quite free to distribute 
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the powers thus set forth among the courts for wliose organization 
it is to provide, and even, if it so chooses, to leave some of them 
entirely in abeyance. In other words, the Constitution define s 
the sp here which the judicial ])ower of the United States ma y 
fill, while Congress determines how much of that sphere shall 
actu ally be occupied, by wliat courts and in what manner, subjeiit 
to what rules and limitations. 

With regard to the organization of the judiciary Congress 
determines not only what courts shall be created inferior to the 
Supreme Court, but also of what number of judges the Supreme 
Court itself shall consist, what their compensation and procedure 
shall be, and what their specific duties in the administration of 
justice. It might also determine, should it see fit, what qualifica- j 
tions should be required of occupants of the supreme bench. 

The Existing Federal Courts. — In pursuance of these 
powers. Congress has passed the Judiciary Act of September, 
1789, and the Acts amendatory thereto upon which the national 
judiciary system now rests. In 1911 all previous legislation was 
codified and the organization and jurisdiction of the lower courts 
were greatly modified. The Supreme Court consists of a chief 
justice and eight associate justices ; it is required to hold annual 
sessions in the city of Washington — sessions which begin on the 
second Monday of each October — any six of the justices consti- 
tuting a quorum. Next below the Supreme Court are nine Circuit 
- Courts of Appeal. The territory of the United States, including 
Alaska, Porto Rico, and Hawaii, is divided into nine circuits, in 
each of which there is a Circuit Court of Appeals, consisting of 
two judges in the fourth circuit, three judges in the first, third, 
fifth, sixth, and ninth circuits and of four judges in the second, 
seventh, and eighth circuits. 

The chief justice and associate justices of the Supreme Court 
are allotted among the circuits by order of the court ; the chief 
justice and the associate justices assigned to each circuit are com- 
petent to sit as judges of the Circuit Court of Aj)peals within their 
respective circuits and when so sitting shall preside. In case the 
full court is not made up, one or more district judges shall sit in 
the court. 

The (.fircuit Courts of Appeal exercise appellate jurisdiction to 
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review by appeal or writ of error final decisions in the District 
Courts which may not be appealed direct to the Supreme Court, 
and for the most part the decisions of the Circuit Courts of Ap- 
peal are final ; they may, however, certify to the Supreme Court 
such questions of law as they may deem best. 

The nine circuits are divided into eighty-three districts, which, 
like Congressional districts, never cross state lines ; and for each 
of these districts there has been established a district court. 
Some of the less populous states constitute each a single district ; 
others are divided into two, while still others furnish sufficient 
business to warrant their ludiig divided into four. The District 
courts are the lowest courts of tlie federal series, and have their 
own separate judges. 

The Court_of,_.ClainLS was established iii 1855, to relieve Con- 
gi-ess of the necessity of determining the validity of claims against 
the United Sfeites, for the settlement or adjudication of which no 
provision had been made. It consists of a tdiief justice and four 
associates, and sits always in Washington. Pension claims, wav 
claims, and claims already rejected were excluded from its juris- 
diction ; but all other claims against the United States, which are 
of such a kind that they (iould not Ire settled by an ordinary suit 
at law, in equity, or in admiralty (if the United States were suable 
like an individual) are referred to it. In some instances it is 
authorized to enter judgment ; in others it can only find the facts ; 
but in either ease the claimant must wait for an appropriation by 
Congress for the satisfaction of Iris (daim. 

The tkrurt. of. C.UHtouia.AppeaJs is composed of a presiding judge 
and four associates. It lias exclusive jurisdiction over appeals 
from the Board of General Appraisers of the Treasury Dejiartment 
as to the classification of imported goods and the rate of duty im- 
posed thereon under such classifications. The court is always 
open for business and sessions may be held in any circuit at the 
discretion of the Court. 

The division of jurisdiction lietween the Circuit Courts of 
Appeal and the District courts is effected by act of Congress ; 
and, inasmuch as Congress has not seen fit to vest in the courts 
complete jurisdiction over all cases arising under the Constitution, 
laws, and treaties of the United States, but has given to each 
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court power in certain specified cases, and left the rest in abey- 
ance, it would be impossible to give in brief compass a detailed 
account of the jurisdiction of the several courts. It must suiilce 
for present purposes to say, that the District courts are given 
cognizance of all ordinary civil cases falling within the federal 
jurisdiction, of all common law suits brought by the United States, 
all torts under international law or the treaties of the United 
States, suits against consuls or vice consuls, land condemnations, 
and all cases brought under the civil rights laws ; and that they 
have exclusive original jurisdiction in postal law cases, prize cases, 
admiralty and maritime cases, and suits against the United States 
for money claims not exceeding $10,000. The Circuit Courts are 
given appellate jurisdiction only. 

All judges of the United States are appointed by tlie President, 
with and liy the consent and advice of the Senate, to serve during 
good behavior. There are in all eighty-three fedei-al judicial dis- 
tricts, and for each of these, as a rule, a special district judge is 
appointed, though in thickly populated sections of the country it 
is customary to have more than one judge hold court in a district. 
Thus at present there are one hundred and four district judges. 

Federal judges of the inferior courts are, so to say, interchange- 
able. When necessary, a district judge can go into another dis- 
trict than his own and either aid or replace the distriet judge there. 
A district judge may also, when it is necessary for the desiiatch of 
business, sit as circuit judge ; and a circuit judge may, in his tui-n, 
upon occasion hold District court. This seems the less anomalous 
when it is remembered that the earliest arrangement was for the 
district judges to hold (.Jircuit court always in the absence of the 
justices of the Suijreme (lourt from circuit, or in conjunction 
with them, and that special circuit judges were appomted only 
because of the necessity for more judges consequent upon a rapid 
increase of federal judicial business. 

The District Attorney and the Marshal. — Every district 
has its own federal dixtrict attorney and its own United States 
marshal, both of whom are appointed by the President. It is the 
duty of the federal district attorney to prosecute all offenders 
against the crimmal laws of the United States, to conduct all 
civil cases instituted in his district in behalf of the United States, 
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and to appear for the defence in all cases instituted against the 
United States; to appear in defence of revenue officers of the 
United States where they are sued for illegal action, etc. The 
marshal is the ministerial officer of the federal Circuit and 
District courts. He executes all their orders and processes, arrests 
and keeps all prisoners cliarged with criminal violation of federal 
law, etc., and has within each state the same powers, within 
the scope of United ■ States law, that the sheriff of that state 
has under the laws of the state. He is the federal sheriff. 

The orders and processes of a state court are binding and opera- 
tive only within the state to which the court belongs ; the orders 
and processes of United States courts, on the contrary, are bind- 
ing and operative over the entire Union. 

The Courts of the District of Columbia and of the territories 
are courts of the United States, but they are not federal courts ; 
they bear, so far as their jurisdiction is concerned, the character 
of state and federal courts united. The only laws of the terri- 
tories and of the District of Columbia are laws of the United 
States, inasmuch as the legislatures of the territories act under 
statutory grant from Congress.* The territorial legislatures are, 
so to say, commissioned by Congress ; and the laws which they 
pass are administered by judges appointed by the President. 

The territorial courts and the courts of the District of Columbia 
do not come within the view of the Constitution at all. 'With 
reference to them Congress acts under no limitations of power 
whatever. The rule of tenure during good behavior, for example, 
which applies to all judges of the United States appointed under 
the Constitution, does not apply to judges of the territories or of 
the District of Columbia. The term of office of territorial judges 
is fixed at four years. The federal courts sitting in the states, 
and the United States courts established in the territories, ought 
not to be thought of as parts of tire same system, although the 
Supreme Court is the highest tribunal of appeal for both. 

The procedure of a federal court follows, as a rule, the pro- 
cedure of the courts of the state in which it is sitting ; and 

* Congi-ess early enacted that the people of the District of Columbia should 
continue to live under the laws which had previously had force in the District 
before its cession to the federal ffovemnaent. 
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state law is apijlied by the courts of the United States in all mat- 
ters not touched by federal enactment. Juries are constituted, 
testimony taken, argument heard, etc., for the most part, accord- 
ing to the practice of the state courts ; so that, so far as possible, 
both as regards the outward forms observed and the principles 
applied, a federal court is domestic, not foreign, to the state in 
which it acts. 

It is not within the privilege of Congress to delegate to the 
courts of the states the functions of courts of the United States ; 
for the Constitution distinctly provides that, besides the Supreme 
Court, there shall be no court authorized to exercise the judicial 
powers of the United States except such as Congress “ may, from 
time to time, ordain and establish.” The adoption of state courts 
by Congress is excluded by plain implication. A very interesting 
contrast is thus established between the federal judicial system 
of the United States and the federal judicial systems of Germany 
and Switzerland. 

The Federal Executive. — “ The executive power,” says 
the Constitution, “ shall be vested in a President of. the United 
States of America,” who “ shall hold his office during a term of 
four years.” Of course it is impossible for one man actually to 
exercise the whole executive power. The President is assisted 
by numerous heads of departments to whom falls so large a part i 
of the actual duties of administration that it has become substan- 
tially correct to describe the President as simply presiding over 
and controlling by a general oversight the execution of the law ; 
which is doubtless all that the sagacious framers of the Constitu- 
tion e.xpected. The Vice-President has no part in the executive 
function. He is the President’s substitute, and is chosen at the 
same time and in the same manner that the President is chosen. 

Election of a President. — The choice is not direct by 
the people, but indirect, through electors chosen by the, people. ' 
In each state there are elected as many electors as the state has 
representatives and senators in Congress, the “electoral vote”’ 
of ea 3h state being thus equal to its total rei^resentation in Con- 
gress. 

The electors are voted for on the Tuesday following the first 
Monday of Xovember in the year which immediately precedes 
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the expiration of a presidential term. They assemble in the 
several state capitals to cast their votes on the second Monday 
of the January following. Their votes are counted in the house 
of Congress sitting in joint session on the second Wednesday of 
the following Febrnary. The President is inaugurated on the 
fourth of March. 

Practical Operation of the Plan : the Party Conventions. — 

The original theory of this arrangement was that each elector 
was really to exercise an independent choice in the votes which 
he cast, voting for the men whom his own jndgment had selected 
for tlie posts of President and Vice-President. In fact, however, 
the electors only register party decisions made during the pre- 
vious summer in national conventions. Ea^ holds during 

that summer a great convention composed of party delegates from 
all parts of the Union, and nomiuates the candidates of its choiiic 
for the presidency and vice-presidency. The electors, again, are, 
in their turn, chosen according to the nominations of party con- 
ventions in the several states; aiid the party which gains the 
most electors in the Xovemher elections puts its candidates into 
office through their votes, which are cast in obedience to the will 
of the party conventions as a matter of course. The party con- 
ventions, of which the Constitution knows nothing, are in fact by 
far the most important part of the machinery of election. 

Qualifications for the Office of President. — “ FTo person, 
except a natural-born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at 
the time of the adoption of tliis constitution shall be eligible to 
the office of president; neither shall any person be eligible to 
that office who shall not have attained to the age of thirty-live 
years, and been fourteen years a resident within the United 
States.” ‘ In respect of age there is here only a slight advance 
upon the qualifications required of a senator ; in respect of citi- 
zenship it is very much more rigorous than in the ease of mem- 
bers of Congress. 

It is provided by the Constitution that the compensation received by 
judges of tlie United Stiites sliall not be diminisiied during their terms of 
office ; concerning the President, who.se tenure of office is luucli briefer, 


• Constitulioti, Art. II., sec. i., par. 5. 
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it is provided that his compensation shall neither be diminished nor in- 
creased during his term. 

Dutiei^ and Powers of the President. — It is the duty 
of the President to see that the laws of the United States arc 
faithfully executed ; he is made coinmaiidev-in-ehief of the arm y ' 
iuid navy of the United State s, and of the militia of th e several 
s tates wlien called into the actual sevviep, of the Unite fl Stafe s ; 
he is to regulate the loreign I'elaLloilB of the (lOUnfryTreceiviiig 
a ll foreign ministe rs and bei ng anthorixed to make treaties wit h 
t he assent of two-thirds of the Sena te : lie is to appo int and com- 
inission al l officers of the federal governinent ; and he j inay g rant 
reprieves and pardons. Tlie Constitution makes all his appoint- 
ifrehts subject to contirmation by the Senate ; but it also gives 
Congress the power to remove from the superintending view of 
the Senate the filling of all inferior official ])os itions. by vesting 
th e anuointnient of such s ubordinate officers as it thinks proper 
in th e President al one, in the courts of law, or in the heads of 
departments. As a matter of fact, legislation has relieved the. 
Senate of the suiierv i sioii of the vast maioritv of ex-eciif.j ve 
appoin tments. The contir mation ~o f the Senate is stil l ne ces- 
sary to^ tEe^ppointnient of amlmssadors, other publhT ministers, 
and consuls, of judges of tlie courts of the U nited States, 
ofr~tria p. hiRt miLitar y. iiavtiirajul tTci paiTiiTehtin''offtcials. of the 
principal post-offic e and c ustoms offic ers, — of all the morei 
important servants of the general government: but these con- 
stitute only a minority of all the persons receiving executive 
appointment. T he maioritv are appointed without legislative 
oversight. 

The unfortunate, tlie demoi-alizhig influences which have been 
allowed to determine executive appointments since President 
Jackson’s time have affected aiipointments made subject to the 
Senate’s confirmation hardly less than those made without its 
cooperation; senatorial scrutiny has not proved effectual for 
securing the proper constitution of the public service. Indeed, 
the “courtesy of the Senate,” — the so-called “courtesy” by 
which senators allow appointments in the several states to he 
regulated hy the preference of the senators of the predominant 
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party from the states coiieenied, has frec^uently threatened to add 
to the improper motives of the Executive the etiually improper 
motives of the Senate. 

Befoim of Sfethods of Appointment to Federal Offices. — 

The attempts which have been made at various times to reform 
by law the system of appointments have not been directed 
towards the higher offices filled with the consent of the Senate, 
but only towards those inferior offices which are filled by the 
single authority of the President or of the heads of the executive 
departments ; have touched in their results, indeed, only the less 
important even among those offices. The Act which became law 
in June,. 1883, and which is known as the “Pendleton Act,” may 
be said to cover only ‘ employees ’ : it does not affect any person 
really in authority, though it does affect a large body of federal 
servants. It provides, in brief, for the appointment by the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, of a Civil 
Service Commission cohsistuig of three persons, not more than 
two of whom shall be adherents of the same political party, 
‘ under whose recommendation, as representatives of the President, 
selections shall be made for the lower grades of the federal serv- 
ice upon the basis of competitive examination. It forbids the 
solicitation of money from employees of the government for 
political uses, and all active party service on the part of members 
of the civil administration. It endeavors, in short, to “ take the 
civil service out of politics.” 

The cariyiiig out of those portions of the Act which relate U) the 
method of choo.siiig public offlcera is, however, almost entirely .subject to 
the pleasure of the President. The Constitution vests in him the power 
of appointment, subject to no limitation except the po.ssible advice and 
consent of the Senate. Any Act which assumes to pre.scribe the manner 
in which the Pre.sident shall make his choice of public servants must, 
therefore, be merely advisory. The President may accept its directions 
or not as he pleases. The only force that can hold him to the observance 
of its principle is the force of public opinion. 

The Presidential Succeseion. — In case of the removal, death, 
resignation, or disability of both the Pre.sident and Vice-Pre.sident, the 
office of President is to be filled ml interim, by the Secretary of State, or, if 
he cannot act, by the Secretary of the Treasury, or, in case ho cannot act. by 
the Secretaiy of War ; anil so on, in succession, by the Attorney-tjencral, 
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the Eostmasler-General, the Secretai-y of the Xavy, or the Secretary of the 
Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, and 
tile Secretary of Labor. Xone of these officers can act, however, unless 
he have the (lualiflcations as to age, citizenship, and residence required by 
the Constitution of occupants of the presidential chair. Until 1880, the 
‘ succession ' psissecl first to the piesideiit pro tempore of the Senate, and, 
failing him, to the Speaker of the House of Kepresentatives. This was 
found inconvenient, because there aie intervals now and agaiii when there 
is neither a president pro tempore of the Senate nor a Speaker of the 
House. These officers, moreover, are by no means always of the same 
political party as the Pre.sident and Vice-President. Some doubt was felt, 
too, as to whether they were ‘ officers ’ within the meaning of the Con- 
stitution, in the clause in which Congress is authorized to designate the 
‘ officers ' upon whom in such cases the presidential office was to devolve. 

Belationg of the Ege cntive to Congreag. — The only pro- 
visions contained in the (Jonstitution concerning the relation of 
the President to Congress are these ; that, “ he shall, from time 
to time, give to the congress informat ion o Fthe state ot t^ 
union^ nd recommend to their consideration such measures as h^ 
s hall ijudge necess a ry and expedien t ” ; and that he may, on 
extra ordinary occamoh^ convene both h ouses, or either of theS,” 
in extra session, “and, in case of disagree ment' between th em, 
with respect t o the tim e of adioarnmeiit. he may adjo urn the m 
,to s ueh time as he shall th ink -proneii” (Art. llC7sec. hi.). His 
pow er to in form Congress concerning th e state of the Union an d 
to recommend to it the p assage~ of~mea8ure3 i.s_exeiLcis£d-flaly ui 
annual and'sggcian ^essage aJ^ 

Washingtou and John Adams interpreted this clause to mean that 
they might address Congre.ss, in person, as the sovereign in England may 
do : and their annual coiunumications to Congi’ess were spoken addresses. 
But Jeffereon, the third Pre.sident, being an ineffective speaker, this habit 
was disemfilmed, and the fashion of written messages was inaugurated 
and firmly established. * (Compare page 1 9.8. ) Possibly, had the President 
not so closed the matter against new adjustments, this clause of the Con- 
stitution might legitimately have been made the foundation for a much 
more habitual and informal, and yet at the same time much more public 
and responsible, interchange of opinion between the Executive and Con- 
gress. Having been interpreted, however, to exclude the President from 

- President iVilson reverted to the original pj'actice, and has read his mes- 
sages to Congress. 
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any tut the most formal and iiioficctual utterance of advice, our federal 
executive and legislature have been shut off from cooperation and mutual 
confidence to an extent to which no other modern system furnishes a 
parcillel. In all other modern governments the heads of the administrative 
departments are given the right to sit in the legislative body and to take 
part in its proceedings. The legislature and executive are thus associated 
in such a way that the ministers of state can lead the houses without 
dictating to them, and tlie ministers themselves be controlled without 
being mismidenstood, — in such a way that the two parts of the govern- 
ment which should be most closely coordinated, the part, namely, by 
which the laws arc made and the part by which the laws are executed, 
may be kept in close harmony and intimate cooperation, giving coherence 
to tiic action of the one and energy to the action of the other. 

The Executive Departmtents. — The Constitution does' 
not explicitly provide for the creation of executive departments, 
but it takes it for granted that such departments will be created. 
Thus it says (Art. II., sec. ii., par. 1, 2) that the President “ may 
require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of 
the executive departments, upon any subject relating to the duties 
of their respective offices,” and that Congress may vest the ap- 
pointment of such inferior officers as it may see fit “ in the heads 
of departments.” The executive departments consequently owe 
their creation and organization to statute only. 

The first Congress erected three such departmeuts, namely, 
the departments of State, of tlie Treasury, aud of War ; providing, 
besides, for the creation and exercise of the office of Attoniey- 
(renerul, but not erecting a Department of Justice. In 1798 tlio 
iiianageineiit of the navy, which had at first been included in tlie 
duties of the War Department, was intrusted to a special Depart- 
ment of the Jsavy ; in 1829 the post-office, which liad been a sub- 
division of the Treasury-, was created an indei)eiident Department; 
and in 1849 a Department of the Interior was organized to receive 
a miscellany of functions not easy to classify, except in the fea- 
ture of not belonging properly within any department previously 
created.! In 1870 the Attorney-General was put at the head of a 

! A character like that of the Department of the Interior, it is interesting 
to remark, may be attributed to some cori'csponding department, bearing 
either this name or a name of like significance, in almost every other modern 
government. There is everywhere some department of state to receive 
functions not otherwise specially disposed of. 
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regularly constituted Department of Justice; and in 1889 the 
Department of Agriculture, which had existed as a subordinate 
executive bureau since 1862, was given full standing under a 
Secretary of ‘cabinet’ rank; in 1903 the Department of Com- 
merce and of Labor was established, and in 1913 the Department 
of Labor. 

We have, thus, at present, ten executive departments, 
viz. : (ly^ Department of State, which is what would be called in 
most other governments our ‘ foreign ottiee,’ having charge of all 
the relations of the U nited States with foreign countries. 

v' (2) A Department of the Treasury, which is the financial 
agency of the government, and whose functions cover the collec- 
tion of the public revenues accruing through the customs duties 
and the internal revenue taxes, their safe keeping and their 
disbursement in accordance with the appropriations from time to 
time made by Congress ; the auditing of the accounts of all de- 
partments ; the supervision and regulation of the national banks 
and of the currency of the United States ; the coinage of money ; 
and the collection of certain industrial and other statistics. This 
Department, therefore, contains Avithin it the treasury and comp- 
troUiug fimctions which in the states are separated. 

To this Department is attached also the Bureau of Printing 
and Engraving, by which all the jjrinting of the paper currency, 
bonds, and revenue stamps of tlie government is done. 

•^(3) A Department of War, which has charge of the mili- 
tiiry forces and defences of the Union. It has charge of the 
ililitary Academy at "West Point, and supervision of the various 
military, schools to which Congress gives aid. 

(4) A Department of the Navy, which has charge of the 
naval forces of the general government ; and Avhich has charge of 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis and the Naval War College at 
Newjjort. 

v (5) A Department of Justice, from which emanates all the 
legal advice of which the federal authorities stand in need at any 
time, and to Avhich is uitrusted the supervision of the conduct of 
all litigation in which the United States ma}’' be concerned. To 
it are subordinate all the marshals and district attorneys of the 
United States, — all ministerial, non-judicial law officers, that is. 
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in the service of the government. It may be compendiously de- 
scribed as the lawyer force of tlie government. It is presided over 
by an Attorney-General, all tlie other departments, except the 
Post-Office, being under ‘ Secretaries.’ 

(6) A Post-office Department, under a Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, which is charged with the carrymg and delivery of letters 
and parcels, with the transmission of money by means of certain 
‘ money orders ’ issued by the Department, or under cover of a 
careful system of registration, and with making the proper postal 
arrangements with foreign countries. 

These arrangements with foreign countries may be made with- 
out the full formalities of treaty, the consent of the President 
alone being necessary for the ratification of international 
agreements made by the Postmaster-General for the facilitation 
of the functions of the Department. The United States is a 
member of the Universal Postal Union, to which most of the 
civilized countries of the world belong. The central office of this 
Union is under the management of the Swiss adininistmtion. 
Its administrative expenses are defrayed by contribution of the 
various governments belonging to the Union. 

(7) A Department of the Interior, which has charge: 

(I) Of the management of the public lands {General Land Office)-, 

(II) Of the government's dealings with the Indians, a function 
which is e.vercised through a special Commissioner of Indiaii 
Affairs in ^^■ashington and various agencies established in dif- 
ferent parts of the Indian country. 

It is through this Indian Bureau, for example, that all laws con- 
cerning the settlement, assistance, or supervision of the tribes are 
administered, as well as all laws concerning the payment of 
claims made upon the federal government for compensation for 
depredations committed by the Indians, and laws touching the 
distribution and tenure of laud among the Indians. 

(Ill) Of the paying of pensions and the disti'ibutiou of bounty 
lauds, a function which it exercises through a special Cmnniis- 
sioner of Pensions; (IV) Of the issuing and I’ecording of patents 
and the preservation of the models of all machines patented. 
For the performance of these duties there is a Patent Office. 
(\ ) Of the keeping and distribution of all public documents 
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[Superintendeiit of Public Bocitments) ; (VI) Of the collection 
of statistical and other iuforination couceriiiiig education, 
and the diffusion of the mforniation so collected for the pur- 
pose of aiding the advance and systematization of education 
throughout the comitry (The Office of Education) ; (VII) Of the 
superintendence of the government hospital for the insane and 
the Columbia Asylum for the Oeaf and Dumb : (VIII) Of the Geo- 
logical Survey ; (IX) Of the Freedmen’s Hospital and the Howard 
University. 

Many of these subdivisions of the Interior, through in strict- 
ness subject to the oversight and i‘ontrol of the Secretary of the 
Interior, have in reality a very considerable. i)lay of independent 
movement. 

(8) A Department of Agriculture, which is charged with 
furthering in eveiy possible way, by the collection of iuforination 
not only, hut also by the i)rosecution of scientific investigation 
with reference to the disesises of plants, etc., the agricultural 
interests of the country, and under whi<!h there are maintained a 
special Forestn/ Division, and the national Weather Bureau. 

(9) A Department of Commerce. — By an Act of 1903 a 
Department of Commerce and Labor was established which in 
1913 was divided, the Department of Labor becoming a separate 
Department. It is the ijrovince and duty of the Department of 
Commerce to foster, promote and develop the foreign and domes- 
tic commerce, the mining, manufacturing, shipping and fishing 
indnstries of the United States. From the Treasury Department 
there have been transferred to the Department of Commerce the 
Light-House Board and Establishment, the Steamboat-Inspection 
Service, the Bureau of Navigation, the United States Shipping 
Commissioners, the National Bureau of Standards, the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey ; from the Department of the Interior, the Cen- 
sus Office ; from the Department of State, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce ; and under it were placed also the Fish Commission, 
and the office of Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries. 

(10) A Department of Labor. — In 1913 the Department 
of Commerce and Labor was divided and a sejjarate Department 
of Labor was created, charged with the duty to foster, promote 
and develop the welfare of the wage earners, to improve their 
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working conditions, and to advance their opportunities for profit- 
able employment. Under its direction were placed the llureaux 
of Labor Statistics, Immigiutioii, Naturalization, and the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau. 

Set apart to themselves, and therefore without representation 
in the Cabinet, there are (1) the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, a semi-judicial body by which the federal statutes forbid- 
ding unjust discrimination in railway rates in interstate freight 
or passenger traffic, prohibiting certain sorts of combinations in 
railroad management, etc., are interpreted and enforced. (2) The 
Civil Service Commission, by which the Act mentioned on page 
376 is administered. (3) The Government Printing Office, 
which prints all public documents. (4) The Smithsonian lusti 
tution, the National Museum, and the Bureau of Ethnology. 
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THE GOVEEXMENTS OF SWITZERLAND. 

Feudalism in Switzerland. — Until the beginning nf -tltf 
fourteenth century the towns anti cunimuues of the country now 
called Switzerland were all held fast in the meshes of the feu- 
dal system. Real vassalage, indeed, such as the low countries of 
France arid Germany knew, had never penetrated to all the val- 
leys of the Alps ; many a remote commune had never known any- 
thing but a free peasantry; and hardly anywhere near the heart 
of the great mountains had feudal fealty meant what it meant 
elsewhere. Still great neighbor lords and monasteries had swept 
even these mountain lands at least nominally within their over- 
lordships, and most of the Swiss Cantons of to-day represent 
pieces of old feudal domains. 

First Movements towards Cantonal Independence. — In 
1309, hoAvever, began the process which was to create the Switzer- 
land of our time. In that year the Cantons of Schwyz, Uri, and 
Unterwalden, lying close about the lake of Lucerne, won from the 
Emperor Henry VII. the recognition of their freedom from all 
supremacy save that of the Empire itself. They had already, 
about the middle of the thirteenth century, drawn together into 
a league which was to prove the seed of the modern Confederacy. 
That Confederacy has two distinguishing characteristics. It has 
brought down to us, through an almost unbroken tradition, the 
re^iblioan'institutions of the Middle Ages ; and it has by slow 
processes of cautious federation drawn together into a real imiou 
communities the most diverse alike in point of race, of language, 
and of institutions without destroying their individuality. 

The Processes of Confederate Growth. — In its briefest 
terms the story is this. The Cantons broke from the toils of the 
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feudal system while still iii possession of those local liberties 
which the disiiitegrateness of that system gave leave to grow 
wherever courageous men could muster numbers enough to assert 
their independence; having a common cause against the feudal 
powers about them, they slowly drew together to each other’s 
support; and, having allied themselves, they went on to show the 
world how Germans, Frenchmen, and Italians, if only they respect 
each the other’s liberties as they would have their own respected, 
may by mutual helpfulness and forbearance build up a union at 
once stable and free. Several centuries elapsed before the devel- 
opment was complete, for the Confederation, as finally made up, 
consisted of two very different elements ; of strong and for the 
most part aristocratic free cities and of quiet rural peasant 
democracies. It was necessarily a long time before even common 
dangers and common interests brought proud Cantons like Bern 
and aristocratic cities like Geneva into cordial relations with 
^chwyz, Uri, and TJnterwalden, the humble originators of the 
{Confederacy. But circumstances constrained and wisdom pre- 
vailed : so that union was at last achieved. 

French Interference. —T^e year 1613 may be taken as 
marking the close of the period during which the Confederacy 
won the place it was always to keep among the powers of Europe. 
I In that year the League was joined by the last of those thirteen 
tj German Cantons which were to constitute its central membershij) 
'■ down to the French Revolution. It was not till 1848, however, 
that its constitution was put upon its present foundations; and 
not till 1874 that that constitution received at all points its pres- 
ent shape. In the meantime events of the greatest magnitude 
gave direction to Swiss affairs. TJie great powers had recognized 
the independence of Switzerland in the’ Treaty of 'Westphalia, 
1(5;^. Tlie_Giirteen original Cantons had received great French 
cities, like Geneva, to the west, and various Italian lands, to the 
south, either into close alliance or into fixed subjection. The 
French Revolution had sent French troops into Switzerland, in 
support of a fruitless atteinj)t to manufacture out of the always 
stiffly independent Cantons, hitherto only confederates, a com- 
pact and centralized ‘Helvetic Republic,’ after the new model 
just set up in unhappy France (1798-18011). Napoleon had inter- 
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veiled (1803-1814) for the jnirpose of both loosing these artificial 
bonds and creating a new cement for the League in the shape of 
a cbmmou allegiance to himself. Au^in 1815,_the. prcasfli'e of 
the French power being removed, reaction had come. The irri- 
tated Cantons, exasperated by the forms of a government not of 
their own choosing, had flung apart, to the practice of principles 
of cantonal sovereignty broader, extremer even than those upon 
which they had based their Union before 1798. And then reac- 
tion, in its turn, brought its own penalties. Troubles ensued 
which read very much like those, so familiar to Americans, 
which forced a strong federal goveimment upon the United 
States. 

The Souderbund War. — It was, however, differences of , 
religious, not of political, opinion which were in Switzerland the 
occasion of the strife which was to bring union out of disunion. 
After the power of Napoleon had been broken, the Congress 
of Vienna had sought to readjust all the arrangements that he 
had disturbed, and Swiss affairs had not been overlooked. The 
Cantons were induced to receive Geneva, Valais, Neuchatel, and 
the territories hitherto- held as dependencies, into full confed- 
erate membership, and to agree to a Pact (known as the Pact of 
1815) which gave to the League, with its increased membership 
of twenty-two Cantons, a new basis of union. One of the clauses 
of that Pact contained a solemn guarantee of theTTghts and privi- 
leges of the monasteries still maintained in the Boman Catholic 
Cantons: and upon that guarantee were based the hopes of all 
jjarties for peace among the members of the League, But the 
guarantee was broken down. The wave of democratic reform 
swept steadily and resistlessly through Switzerland during the 
revolutionary period of 1830-18-18, and where the Protestant and 
Boman Catholic parties were nearly etpial in popular force threat- 
ened not a few of the oldest foundations of the mediaeval church. 
The crisis was first felt in Zurich, where the excesses of a radical 
party temporarily in control brought about, in 1839, a violent 
reaction. The next year saw the disturbance transferred to 
Aargau. There the anti-Catholic party, commanding, during a 
period of constitutional revision, a narrow popular majority, and 
exasperated by the violent opposition tactics of the clerical party. 
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forced a vote in favor of llie abolition of the eight monasteries 
of the Canton. The Diet of the Confederation was thereupon 
asked by the aggrieved party whether it would permit so flagrant 
a breach of the Pact of 1815. It was forced by a conflict of 
interests to a compromise, agreeing to the abolition of four of 
Aargau’s eight monasteries. This was in August, 1843. The 
next month saw the formation of a separate League (So^iderbitiul) 
by the seven Eoman Catholic Cantons, Schwyz, Uri, Unterwal- 
den, Luzeruj Freiburg, Valais, and Zug. Th^deputies of these 
CaiEons. w.ere, however, slow in withdrawing from the Diet, and 
the Diet was reluctant to come to open strife with its recalcitrant 
members. Four years this league within a league was permitted 
to continue ifs”l)bstruotive agitation. But at last, in November, 
1847, war came, — a sharp, decisive contest of onlyeigliteen da 3 ^s’ 
duration, in which the seceded Cantons were overwhelmed and 
forced back to their allegiance. 

The New Constitution. — •Constitutional revision followed 
immediately. The Pact of 1815 was worn out : a strong and pro- 
j gressive constitution had become a necessity which not even the 
I party of reaction could resist or gainsay. By the Constitution of 
1 1848 there was created, out of the old discordant Confederation 
' of States (Stmtenbuiid) the present federal State (BumhisMaat). 
/That Constitution, as modified and extended by the impor- 
;tant revision of 1874, is the present Constitution of Swit- 
■ zerland. 

Character of the Constitution. — The federal government 
thus established has many features which are like, as well as 
many which are very unlike, the familiar features of our own 
national system. It has had, since 1874, a federal Supreme 
^ur^wliicli is in many important fields of jurisdiotion the high- 
est tribunal of tlie land; and it has had since 1848 a Legislature 
eqnsiating.of two branches, or Houses, the one representative of 
the peo])le, the other representative of the states of the Gonfed- 
eiution.. The popular chamber is called the ‘National Council’ 
(der Nationalrat), the federal senate,"' the ‘ Co'uncir of States’ 
(der StdndercU). The former represents the people as a whole ; 
the latter, the States as constituent members of the Confedera- 
tion. 
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Much of the resemblance of these arrangements to our own is due 
to conscious imitation. The object of the reformers of 1848 and 1874 was 
not, however, to Americanize their government, and in most respects it 
remains distinctively Swiss. 

rationality and State Sovereignty. — Much as such in- 
stitutions resemble our own federal forms, the Constitution of 
Switzerland rests upon federal foundations such as our own gov- 
ernment had during the first half century of its existence rather 
than upon nationitl conceptions such as have dominated us since 
the war between tlic States. The Swiss Constitution does indeed 
expressly speak of the Swiss nation, declaring that “ the Swiss 
Confederacy has adopted the following Constitution with a view 
to establishing the union (Bioul) of the Confederates and to main- 
taining and furthering the unity, the power, and the honor of the 
Swiss nation ” : and not even the war between the States put the 
word nation into our Constitution. But the Constitution of 
Switzerland also contains a distinct and emphatic assertion of 
that principle of divided sovereignty which is so much less fa- 
miliar to us now than it was before 1801. It sjieaks of the Con-', 
federation as formed by “the people of the twenty-two sovereign i 
Cantons,” and it explicitly declares that “the Cantons are sover- , 
eign, so far as their sovereignty is not limited by the federal ■ 
Constitution, and exercise as such all rights which are not con- ; 
ferred upon the federal power”; and its most competent inter- 
preters are constrained to say that such a constitution docs not 
erect a single and compacted state of whioli the Cantons are only 
administrative divisions, but a federal state, the units of whose 
membership are themselves st.ates, jmsscssed, within certain 
limits, of independent and sujtrcmc imwer. The drift botli of 
^'Switzerland’s j)ast history and present purjiose is uiiqncstion- 
..j^bly towards complete nationality; but her in-escnt Constitution 
ywas a compromise between the advocates and the opponents of 
{'nationalization; and it does not yet embody a truly national 
organization or power. 

■ / Large Constitutional Grants. — At the same, time, the 
grants of power under the Swiss Constitution have from the first 
been both larger and less definite than those contained in the 
Constitution of the United States. It contains such indefinite 
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grants as these ; that the federal legislature shall have power to 
pass “ laws and resolutions concerning those subjects which the 
Confederacy is commissioned by the federal Constitution to act 
upon ” ; to control the foreign relations of the Cantons ; to guar- 
antee the constitutions and territories of the Cantons ; to provide 
for the internal safety, order, and peace of the country ; to adopt 
an^ineasures “ which have the administration of the federal Con- 
stitution, the guaranteeing of the cantonal constitutions, or the 
fulfilment of federal duties for their object ” ; and to effect revi- 
sions of the federal Constitution. 

It adds to such federal powers as we are familiar with 
^the authority to regulate religious bodies and monastic orders, 
|ito control the manufacture and sale of alcoholic liquors, to estab- 
, Jish general sanitary regulations in the case of certain diseases, 

( jto control the construction and operation of all railroads, to regu- 
jlate labor in factories, to provide for the compulsory insurance 
, bf workmen, and to legislate throughout the whole field of com- 
mercial law. T he f e.c\sral government is given, besides, a large 
power of superintendence. It lias supervision o£~st'fearas and 
forests, and of the more important roads and bridges; it has the 
right ^ disapprove of and annul the press laws of the several 
cantons, and their regulations with regard to the acquisition of 
residence and the franchise in the communes; and it exercises 
in many another matter a general oversight and guardianship. 

Guarantee of the Cantonal Constitutions. — The Swiss fed- 
eral Constitution is more definite in guaranteeing to the Cantons 
their constitutions than our federal Constitution is in guaranteeing 
to the States “ a republican form of government.” The guarantee 
is made to include the freedom of the people and their legal and 
constitutional rights; the exercise of those rights under repre- 
sentative or democratic forms; and the revision of any cantonal 
constitution whenever an absolute majority of the citizens of the 
Canton desire a revision. 

This ‘ guarantee ’ is not used or understood in Switzerland as it is in the 
United States. Here the sanction and support of the federal government 
is taken for granted, unless the constitutional arrangements of a State 
are challenged as unrepublican. In Switzerland it is expected that each 
Canton shall seek the explicit sanction or guarantee of the federal govern- 
ment for its constitution, and cveu for each amendment as added. 
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The Cantonal Governments. 

The Cantonal Constitutions and the Tederal Constitution. 

■; — ^deeply is Swiss federal organization rooted in cantonal 
^-precedents, that an understanding of the government of the Con- 
I federation is ^st gained by studying first the political institu- 
■ tio iis o f the Cantons. At almost all points the federal government 
’ exhibits likeness to the governments of the Cantons, out of whose 
union it has grown. As our own federal Constitution may be 
said to generalize and apply colonial habit and experience, so the 
Swiss Constitution may be said to generalize and apply cantonal 
habit and experience : though both our own Constitution and that 
o f Sw itzerland have profited largely by foreign example also. 

In so majespects the Swiss Constitu.tipn is more couserva- 
tive — or. if you will, less advanced — than the Constitiftion of the 
United S.tates. Those who have fought for union in Switzerland 
have had even greater obstacles to overcome than have stood in 
the way of the advocates of a strong central government in tliis^ 
country. Differences of race, of language, and of religion, as| 
well as stiffly opposing political purposes, have offered a persist-; 
ent resistance to tlie strengthening and even the logical develop- 
ment of the prerogatives of the federal power. The Constitution 
of the Confederation, therefore, bears many marks of compromise. 
It gives evidence at certain points of incomplete nationalization 
not only, but even of imperfect federalization. Can^nal insti- 
tutions are, consequently, upon a double ground entitled to be 
first considered in a study of the governments of Switzerland.! 
Both their self-assertive vitality and their direct influence upon 
federal organization make them the central subject of Swjiss ; 
politics. 

Position of the Legislative Power. — The development of 
political institutions has proceeded in the Swiss Cantons rather 
according to the logic of practical democrac}^ than according to 
the logic of the schools. The Swiss have not, for. one thing,; | 
hesitated to ignore in practice all dogmas concerning the. separa-fc 
tion of legislative, executive, and judicial functions. I say ‘iif 
practice ’ ; fur in tlieory such distinctions are observed. The 
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I onstitutions of fully half the Cantons say explicitly tliat legisla- 
iv'e ) executive, and judicial functions shall he kept fundameii- 
ally diSinct; but in the pnictical arrangements actually made 
the line of demarcation is by no means sharply drawn. Tlie 
leading principle according to which they proceed in all political 
arrangements is, that in every department of affairs the people 
must, either immediately or tlirough representatives, exercise a 
direct, positive, effective control. They do not hesitate, there- 
fore, to give to their legislative bodies a share both in the admiii- 
istration and in the interpretation of laws ; and these bodies are 
unquestionably the axes of cantonal politics. 

A Single House. — A very great variety of practice marks 
the organization of government in the Cantons. Each Canton has 
had its own separate history and has, to a certain extent, worked 
ouTTEsTown individual political methods. But there is one point 
of perfect uniformity, — the Legislature of each Canton consists 
of but. a single House. The_tsro Houses of the federal legisla- 
ture have been made after foreign, not after Swiss, models. In 
Uri, Upper and Lower Unterwalden, Glarus, and Appenzell 
Interior and Exterior this single lawmaking body is the Lamia- 
gemeinde, the free as.seinbly of all the qualified voters, the folk- 
moot ; but in the other Cantons the legislative assembly is repre- 
sentative. llepresentatives are elected by popular vote in all 
the Cantons, and in ten by the method of proportional represen- 
tation. 

KU'i'.liims aro for a U>rm wliich vario-s from two years to live in llir 
(liffeicnt Ciinlon.s, tlie riilo Iwinj; :i term of from tlirec to four years. 'J'lie 
miiiii)i’r of roiiresoulative.s bears a proportion to tlie number of inliiibitants 
whieli al.so varies a.s lietweeu Gaiitoii aiirl ('anion. Jn Zur tlieru is one, 
member of the luRislatnru for cveiy 350 inhabitants ; in Hern one to every 
3QQ0. As a re.sult of tlie low ratios, the cantonal legislators have a rela- 
tively large membership.' 

In most of the Cantons the legislative body is called the threat Council 
(Gruasral ) — the executive body being the Lesser Council — in some it Is 
called the Cantonal Council {Kavtoiisrat). 

functions of the Cantonal Legislatures. — The functions 
of these councils have the inelusiveness qharacteriatic_pf Swiss 
1 Brooks, Goverumenl and Politics of Sioitzerland, p. 313. 
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political organization. Not only are they entrusted with sueii 
le gisla tive poAver as the people are willing to grant ; they also, as 
a rule, select many of the administrative officers of the Canton, 
and exercise, after such election, a scrutiny of administrative 
affairs wliich jjenetrates to details and keeps executive action 
their control. It is a recognized principle of am- 
tonal governineiit, indeed, that the executive body — executive 
power, as we shall see, being vested in a board or commission, 
not in an individual — is a committee of the representatives of 
the people, — a committee of the legifslative council.^ To that 
council they are responsible, as the selectmen of a New-Eugland 
town are responsible to the town-meeting (page 341).i 

The Executive Power is collegiate in all the Cantons, i^ 
exercised. , that is, not by a single individual or by several indi- 
viduals acting independently of each other, but by a commission. 
This commission is variously ciilled in the different Cantons. In 
some it is known as the “ lAmdamnvxtDi and Council,” in others 
as the “ Estates-Commission ” (StancleskoMinisshn), in some as 
the “ Smaller Council ” ; Imt in most as the “ Administrative 
Council ” (ReriientngsnU). Its term of office varies in the differ- 
ent Cantons with the term of the legislative body, Avith which it 
is always coincident; but the custom is reeleetioii, so that the 
brief tenure does not in piuctiijo residt in too frei^uent changes in 
executive personnel. The members of the executive have alwayss 
ill the inountain Cantons been chosen by the people themselves^ 
ill the others they were formerly elected always by tlie legislative 
council — whence the name, “smaller council,” which they bear 
in some Cantons. Now, however, direct election by the pcojde 
has been substituted in all but two of the Cantons. Whether 
elected by the people or by the Great Council, however, the 
Administrative Council remains, in function, a committoe of the 
legislative body. Its members freely take part in the business 
of legislation and in the debates of the Great Council. It in fact 
originates most of the measures of each session, and is looked to 
for guidance in every matter of consequence. It does not resign 
if biitvoted.upon its proposals. It is, on the contrary, regarded in 
most of the Cantons rather as a business head than as, a body of . 

1 Orelli, p. 09. 
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party leaders, aud its meniLership is usually made up, not from 
one, but from the several political parties of the Canton. 

The Administrative Council usually consists of from five to 
seveii-m &mbers, though in the Cantons of r>ern and Appmizell 
Interior it contains nine, aud in Lower Unterwalden, eleven. It 
has proved necessary of late years to give over the attempt to 
act in all matters as ajjpa^ and it has become usual to divide 
the work of the Council among_departments. ]l\it these depart- 
ments are under the general direction of the Council as a whole, 
aud tlie administration of a canton has usually a very real cohe- 
rence and an intimate coordination. 

The People’s Control over Legislative Action. — Although 
the people have delegated their legislative powers to representa- 
tive chambers in all the Cantons except those which still retain 
their primitive Laiidsgemeinclen, they have nevertheless kept in 
their own hands more than the mere right to elect representatives. 
The largest of the Cantona (Bern) has but a little more than half 
a million inhabitants ; the majority of the (!antous have less than 
one hundred thousand apiece ; and the average jxjpulation, taking 
big and little Cantons together, is only about one hundred and 
twenty thousand. Their average area scarciely reaches six hun- 
dred and foi'ty square miles. The people of such communities 
stand, as it were, in the midst of affairs. They are in a sense 
always at hand to judge of the conduct of the public business. 
Their feelings and tlieir interests are homogeneous, and there is 
the less necessity to part with tlieir powers to rejji'esentatives. 
In seven of the Cerman Cantons a certain number of citizens (the 
number varies from one to twelve thousand) can demand a popu- 
lar vote upon tlie question whetlier the Great Council shall be 
dissolved or not ; and if the vote goes in the affirmative the 
chamber’s term is ended and a new election takes place at once. 
If this method of control is no longer used, it is because more 
effective methods have been substituted. In all the Cantons the 
question of constitutional revision lun be brought to popular 
vote upon petition, and the revision, if undertiiken, may go any 
Itength in changing or revei-sing the processes of legislation. 

, ' The Initiative: Imperative Petition. — So far has the 

apparent logic of democracy been carried in Switzerland that the 
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j people exercise in several ways a direct part in lawmaking. 

I The right of petition, which is recognized in every country where 
popular rights exist at all, has become* in Switzerland a right of 
initiative in legislation. In every Canton the people have been 
granted the right to initiate constitutional reforms by petition ; 
and in all except Freiburg the same right has been established 
with regard to the revision or enactment of ordinary laws. In 
the Confederation xietitions signed by fifty thousand voters have, 
since 1891, been imperative in respect of the introduction of con- 
stitutional amendments. In the case of ordinary legislation, 
specific laws may be proposed by petition, in all the Cantons 
except the one I have named; the legislature must submit the 
law proposed to the popular vote ; and its adoption at the polls 
puts it upon the statute book. 

In the case of constitutional amendments, it is generally pro- 
vided that either general or specific changes may be proposed : 
that is, that the changes may l)e proposed either in general terms 
or in definitive and final form, ready for adoption. If the pro- 
posal is couched only in general terms, the legislature may either 
formulate the desired amendment at once and submit it to the 
people, or, if it disapprove of the cluinge proposed, it may first 
submit the general question to the vote of the electors. If, in the, 
latter event, the vote be in the affirmative, the legislature must 
proceed to formulate the necessary article or articles, and these 
must be submitted in their definitive shape once more to the 
popular verdict. If the petition itself embody a specific change 
already drawn and formulated, the amendment must go in that 
shape to the vote, and its adoption makes it part of the fundiir 
mental law. The number of signatures ret^uired for these im- 
jjerative petitions varies with the size of the Cantons. Petitions 
demanding a change in the fundamental law of the Confederation 
must be signed, as we have seen, by not less than fifty thousand 
voters. 

In the earlier years of its use, the constitutional initiative in [ 
the Confederation gave rise to severe criticism through the adop- , 
tion of a constitutional amendment which aimed a blow at the 
Jews, under the disguise of forbidding the slaughtering of ani- 
mals by bleeding ; but since 1900 the use of the initiative has 
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justified itself. “ The measures sulmiittecl during the later period 
were moderate and progressive. Those which failed laid an 
educational foundation for reforms which are likely to he made 
in the not distant future, while the two successful amendments 
represent substantial achievement.” * In the Cantons the expe 
rience l^as been similar. 

'The Beferendum. — Li every Canton of the Confedera- 
tion, except Freiburg only, the right of the people to have all im- 
portant legislation referred to them for confirmation or rejection 
has now been, in one form or anotiier, established by law. In the 
smaller Cantons, which have had, time out of mind, the direetest 
forms of democracy, this legislation by the people is no new thing ; 
thgy have always had their Laixdsgemeinden, their assemblies of 
the whole people, and the legislative function of their Councils 
has long been only the duty of preparing laws for the consideni- 
tion of the people. Among the Cantons which have representa- 
tive institutions, on the other hand, the Referendum assumes a 
different form. In some of them laws must be submitted to the 
vote of the electors only when their submission is demanded by 
petition, Avith the requisite number of signatures. This is called 
the ‘ optional ’ or ‘ facultative ’ Referendxm. In the rest of tlie 
Cantons (always excepting Catholic and conservative Freiburg) 
substantially all substantive changes in the laAvs must be sulj- 
mitted to the electors, and the action of their legislatures is 
periodically A'oted upon. This is knoAvn as the ‘ obligatory ’ Ref- 
erendum.^ The Federation itself has had the optional Referendum 
since 1874. The Referendum is, moreover, everywhere obligatory, 
' whether in the Confederation or in the several Cantons, in the 
, case of every constitutional change. Administration and the 
ordinary budget are usually excepted from its operation, and it is 
made to apply, Avithin the field of ordinary legislation, only to 
laAVS of a general character ; but in most of the Cantons it is made 
Ijto cover also all appropriations of an unusual character or above 
fa certain sum ; and in Valais it applies only to certain financial 
imeasures. 

J Brooks, Government and Politics of Switzerland, p. 162. 

- Eleven Cantons have adopted the obligatoiy referendum for ordinary 
legislation. 
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Origin of the Eeferendum. — The tern Jl^erendim ia as 
old as the sixteenth eeiitury, and contains a reminiscence of the 
strictly federal beginnings of government in two of the irresent 
Cantons of the Confederation, Cranbunden, namely, and Valais. 
These Cantons were not at that time inembcrs of the Confedera- 
tion, but merely districts allieil with it {znyewmMe Ortii). tVithin 
themselves they constituted very loose confederacies of t\mi- 
munes (in Graublinden three, in Valais twelve). The- delegates, 
whom the Communes sent to the federal assembly of the districit 
liad to report every question of iuiportiince to their constituent^ 
and crave instruction as to how they should vote upon it. This; 
was. the original Itejereudiuu. It had a partial counterpart in the 
Constitution of the (hjiifederatiou down to the formation of the 
present forms of government in 1848. llefore that dati‘ tlie mem- 
bers of the central eouindl of thci Confederation acti-d always 
under instructions from their respective ( hintons, and upon (jues- 
tious not covered by their instructions, as well as upon all matters 
of unusual importance, it was their duty to seek special direction 
from their home governments. They were said to be. e.ommis- 
sioned ad andiendiim el referendum. Tlie Jieferendum as now 
adopted by almost all the Cantons bears the radically changed 
character of legislation by the people. Onl)’ its name now gives 
testimony' as to its origin.^ 

Its Operation. — In resj»cct of constitutional changes the use 
of the lieferendum is not peculiar to Switzerland. In that Held its 
use in this country is older than its use in Switzerland. Ami in its 
application to ordinary laws it is modern even in Switzerland. 
Its earliest adoption was in 1831, and it was not until the decade 
1864-1874 that it won its way into the constitutional juactice of 
the greater Cantons. It led in the earlier years to the rcjec.tion 
of radical legislation, even to the rejection of radical labor legis- 
lation, such as the ordinary voter might be expected to accept 
with avidity. The Swiss populations, being both homogeneous 
and deeply' conservative, long resisted the infection of modern 
radical opinion, but in recent years progress toward social legis- 
lation has been marked. They have shown themselves apt to 
reject, also, complicated measures which they do not fully com- 

lOrellijp. 104. 
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prehend, and measures involving expense which seems to them 
unnecessary. And they have shown themselves not a little in- 
different, too. The vote upon most measures submitted to the 
ballot is usually very light ; there is not much popular discus- 
sion ; and the Referendum by no means creates that quick interest 
in affairs which its originators liad hoped to see it excite. 

Local Government ; The Districts. — Local government in 
Ithe Cantons exhibits a twofold division, into Districts and Com- 
imunes. The I'iistrict is an area of state administration, the 
Commuim^^i.aVea bfTocal self-governmeiit. The executive func- 
tions of the District, the superuitendency of police, namely, and 
the carrying into effect of the cantonal laws, are entrusted, as a 
rule, 'ifo't to a board, but to a single officer, — a Bezirksamman 
or Regienmfjs-Statthalter, — who is either elected by popular vote 
in the District or appointed by one of the central cantonal coun- 
cils, the legislative or the administrative. Associated with this 
officer, there is in some Cantons a District or county Council 
chosen by vote of the people. 

The^emeinde, or Commune, enjoys in Switzerland a degree 
, of freedom in self-direction which is possessed by similar local 
organs of governuieut hardly anywhere else in Europe. It owns 
l aud as a separate corporation, h as char ge of the police of its 
area, of the relief of its poor, and of the administration of its 
schools, and acts in the direction of communal affairs through 
a primary assembly of all its freemen which strongly reminds 
one of the Jfew-England tomi-meetiug (page 241). Besides its 
activities as an organ of self-goveruiuent in the direction of 
strictly local affairs, the Commune serves also as an organ of 
, cantonal administration, as a subdivision of the District. Thus 
it is an electoral district, and a voting district in tlie case of a 
Referendum; and in so far as it is used as a district of the Canton 
it is subject to the supervision of the local authorities of the state. 

There is by no means a fixed and uniform organization in tlie 
local government of the (!antous. In most of the smaller Com- 
munes the people themselves act directlj'' in affairs, in townsliip 
meeting, while in the large cities a city council (Stadtrat) is 
elected by popular vote. In all the Communes, as in the Cantons, 
I the executive jiower is vested in a Iward of officials, presided over 
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hy a Hauptmann, a Gemeiiideamman, a Syndic, or a Maire. This \ 
communal or municipal council is (ihosen by the freemen in assem- 
bly or by direct popular elecition. The Hauptmann lias often 
separate powers of liis own, apart from and independent of liis 

( colleagues ; but in most matters he is merely the presiding ottic.'cr 
of the administrative council, and executive action is collegiate. 

Citizenship in Switzerland is associated very closely with the 
(Commune, — the immediate home-government of the citizen, — 
the primary and most vital organ of his self-direction in public 
att'airs. The Commune is, so to say, the central political family in 
Switzerland ; it is to it that the inimary duties of the citizen are 
owed. Every citizen of a Canton is by the Eederal Constitution 
a Swiss citizen. Naturalization is regulated by cantonal law sub- 
ject only to approval by tile Federal tlouncil, upon the advic.e of 
its Political llepartment. The. result has been the greatest di- 
versity of practices in regard to a matter of vital consequence to 
the whole state, and the full rights of citizenship can be conferred 
only by cantonal and communal law. 

Tirn Fkdekal (lOVEitN-jiKST. 

^The Federal Executive. — In no feature of the federal 
organization is the intiuence of cantonal examjde more evident 
than in the collegiate character of the Executive. The executive 
power of the Confederation, like the executive power of each Can- 
ton, is vested not in a single person, as under monarchical or * 
presidential government, but in a board of persons. Nor does 
Swiss jealousy of a too concentrated executive authority satisfy 
itself with thus putting that authority ‘iiito commission ’ : it also 
limits it by giving to the legislative branch of the government, 
both in the Cantons and in the federal system, an authority of 
correction as regards executive acts .such as no other country has 
known. The share of the legislative branch in administrative 
affairs is smaller, indeed, under the Federal Constitution than 
under the laws of the ( 'antons ; but it is large even in the federal 
system, and it seems inherent in Swiss political thought. 

Tl^e^ executive commission of the Confederation is known 
as the Federal Council (Biinde^rat). It consists of seven mem- 
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bers elected for a term of three years by the two houses of the 
federal legislature actiug together iu joint session as a Federal 
Assembly {BiindesversammluMj). The Constitution forbids the 
chdlcf^~ two of its seven members from one and the same Can- 
ton : they must represent seven of the twenty-two Cantons. The 
Council is organized under a President and Vice-President chosen 
jby tlie Federal Assembly, from among the seven councillors, to 
! serve for a term of one year, the Constitution insisting upon the 
extreme democratic doctrine of rotation. Neither President nor 
Vice-President can fill the same office for two consecutive terms ; 
nor can the President be immediately nominated to the office of 
Vice-President again upon the expiration of his term. There is 
nothing to prevent the Vice-President succeeding the President, 
however ; and it has hitherto been the uniform practice to follow 
this natural and proper line of promotion. 

The Federal Assembly may elect to the Council any Swiss citizen 
who is eligible to either Chamber of the Legislature. As a matter of fact, 
however, tliey almost invariably make their choice from amongst the 
members of tlie Chambers, thougii an election to a place iu tlie executive 
body nece.ssitates a resignation of the legislative function. Bern and 
Zurich have always been represented iu the Jiiindesrat, and are consid- 
ered to have acquired a sort of pi-escriptive rigid to places on it. Vaud 
has almost alway.s had a memher, too ; and Aargau was represented con- 
tinuously till 1891. 

4 The choice of tlie Federal Assembly in constituting the executive lias 
f! liitlierto been admirably ooiusorvative. Some of the more prominent 
members of the tiouncii have been retained upon it by repeated reiilection 
fur lifteen or si.xleun yeara ; one lias .served for thirty years ; and those 
wlio liave left its nieinhcr.ship have generally done .so of tlieir own accord, 
Only twice, indeed, since 1848, liave members wlio wislied reelection been 
refused it. 

The Federal Assenihly fills all vacancies in the mcmher.sliip of the 
Council, electing, liowever, only for the tinexpircd term. 

I The tliree-years term of tlie Comicil Is coincident with the three-years 
fterm of the National Council, tlie popular branch of tlie Legislature. At 
tlie bcgiiming of eacli triennial tenii of this lower lIou.se, the two Houses 
coine togetlier as a Federal A.ssembly anil elect (in practice reelect) tlie 
Federa l Council. If the National Council be dissolved before the close of 
its three-years term, the election of the liundesrut mast he renewed by tlie 
'two Houses upon the asseinbiing of the new National Council. Tlie JiiDi- 
Jdenrut is tints not, strictly speaking, eleeled for tliree years, but for tin* 
lerni of the National Council, whatever lliat may turn oiil to he. 
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The jirecedeiic'e of the IVesident of the Coiiucil is a merely 
formal precedence : he is iu no sense the Chief . Executive. He 
represents the Council iu recioiving the representatives of foreign 
powers ; he enjoys a somewhat enhanced dignity, being addressed 
in diplomatic intercourse as ‘His Hxcellency ’ ; and ho receives a 
little larger salary than his colleagues receive; but he is in all 
practical matters merely the Councirs chairman. 

The Executive and the Legislature. — The members of llie 
Federal Council, though they may not be at the same time mem- 
bers of either House of the Legislature, may attend the sessions 
of either House, may freely take jiart in debate, and may intro- 
duce proposals concerning subjects under consideration: may 
exercise most of the privileges of membership, except the right to 
vote. They are expected, indeed, to prepare and guitle the busi- 
ness of the Houses, and every bill is submitted to them for an 
opinion before its passage. They thus to a certain extent occupy 
a position resembling that which a French or English ministry 
occupy; but there is this all-important difference : the English or 
French ministers are subject to ‘ parliamentary responsibility,’ — 
must resign, that is, whenever any important measure which they 
favor is defeated ; whereas the Swiss mini.sters are subject to no 
such responsibility. Defeat in the Legi.slatnre does not at all 
affect their tenure. Tliey hold office for a term of years, not for 
a term of legislative siu'.cess ; and they are the servants of tlie 
Hon.ses, not their leadens. They lifive habitnnlly been clioseii 
from both the cliief parties in the Confederation, and since 1S!)1 
a third political group has been rei^reseiited among them. They 
are not expected to speak the same ojiinions even on the floor 
of the Houses, lint they are expected to act in harmony in all 
business, and to mediate between extreme views in matters of 
deliberation. 

At the outbreak of the war in 1914 the Federal Assembly 
conferred by resolution unlimited power upon the Council “ to 
take all measures necessary to the security, integrity, and neu- 
trality of Switzerland, and to protect the credit and economic 
interests of the country, especially including the assurance of its 
food supply. For this imrpose the Federal Council shall possess 
unlimited credit to meet expenses. It is especially authorized 
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to conclude all iieciessary loans. The Federal Council shall ac- 
count to the Federal Assembly at its next session with regard to 
its employment of the unlimited powers hereby conferred upon 
it.” ‘ It is doubtful if any permanent change in the relations be- 
tween the executive and the legislatnre will be produced by this 
emergency measure. The jealousy with which the two Houses 
have regarded the exercise of the powers thereby conferred 
would indicate a return to former conditions with the return 
of peace. 

The Executive Departments. — T he Council acts as a body 
of Ministers, It was the purpose of the Constitution that all 
executive business should be handled by tire Council as a whole, 
b ut of co urse such collegiate action has proved practically iin- 
' possible : it has been necessary to divide the ivork among seven 
Departments. Each member of the Council presides over a De- 
partment, conducting it much as an ordinary minister would under 
a Cabinet system, though there is a somewhat closer union of the 
several Departments than characterizes othei- systems, and a 
greater degree of control by tlie several ministers over such 
details of administration a.s tlie ‘permanent’ subordinates of 
Cabinet ministers generally manage, by virtue of possession, to 
keep in their own hands, to the restraint and government of tran- 
sient political chiefs. All imi)ortant decisions emanate from the 
Council as a whole ; and, so far as is practicable, the_collegiate 
action contemplated by the Constitution is adopted. 

The seven IJepartinenls arc (1) l^litical, including roreign Affairs, 
|(2) .Justice and Police, (3) Interior, (4) tVar, (-3) Finance and Imposts, 
National Kconoiny, and (7) I*o.sfs and Railways. 'I'lie department 
of Foreign Affairs is associated with the presidency. 'J'he arrangement of 
administrative hnsiness in Departments is effected in Switzerland, as in 
France and Germany, hy executive decree, and not by legislative enact- 
ment, as in the United States. 

It is considered the capital defect of this collegiate organization of 
the Swiss executive, combined as it is with the somewhat antagonistic 
SCT^gement of a division of executive business among Departments, that 
it compels the members of the Council to exercise at one and the same 

t Bundesabeachluss of August 3, 1914, A. S. XXX, 347, quoted in Brooks, 
p. 114. 
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tim^two largely iiicnnaisteiit functions. They are real, not simply nomi- 
nal, heads of l)cpartniejit.s, and aiv. obliged as such to give their time and 
attention to the routine, the detail, and the tceliineal niceties of adminis- 
tration ; and yet as a body they aisi expected to impart to the administra- 
tion as a whole that uniformity, breadth, and ilexibility of policy that can 
be imparted only Viy those wlio stand aloof from detail and routine and 
command the wider views of general expediency. Tliey arc ealleil to be 
both technical oHicials and itolitical guiiles. It has been suggested by 
thoughtful Swiss publicists that it would be vastly bettor to give the De- 
partments permanent heads and leave to a board of ministers .such as the 
present Council only a geneial oversight. J’olitieal and administrative 
functions require different aptitudes, must be approached from s’ery iliffer- 
eut points of view, and ouglit seldom to be united in the same persons. 

Mixed Functions of the Executive. — Swiss law, as I have 
said, makes no very careful distinction between executive, legis- 
lative, and judicial functiomt. Fo]>u]ar jealousy of executive 
power has resulted, alike in the cantoual systems and in the sys- 
tem of the Confederation, in the vesting of many executive func- 
tions either wholly or in part in the lawmaking bodies^and a 
very, singular confusion between executive and judicial functions 
has resulted in the pos.sessiou by both llie executive and the legis- 
lative bodies of prerogatives w'hich should, on any strict classifi- 
cation, belong only to regularly constituted courts of law, It is, 
consequently, somewhat difficult to get a clear summary viow'of 
the role jdayed in Swiss federal affairs by the central executive 
Council. Its duties give it a touch both of legislative and of 
judicial quality. 

(1) It stands closely coiiiiccted with the Legislature 
because of its par-t in shaping legislation. The Council both origi- 
nates proposals in the Houses and gives its oi)inion upon ])ro- 
posals referred to it, either by the Hoibses or by tlie Cantoris. It 
, renders annual reports to the Houses concerning its conduct of 
! administration and the condition of the Confederation, which give 
I it opportunity to urge upon them necessary measures of reform or 
amelioration; and which, being freely debated, give the meiuber.s 
of the Houses, also, an opiiovtunity to press their own criticisms 
and suggestions with refei'enee to the conduct of the administra- 
tion. It prese nts the budget of the Confederation also to the 
Houses and leads in its debates of financial legislation. It is, in 
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■j brief, tJie intimate servant and in part tlie autlioritative guide of 
/th e Legi slature, hotli taking and giving advice. The Houses may 
reverse whatever action of the Executive they please, even though 
it he mei’ely administrative in character ; hut they usually suggest, 
they do not often condemn action already taken. 

(2) In the exercise of several of its most important duties the 
action of the Council is essentially judicial. It is empowered to 
examine the agreements made by Cantons among themselves or 
with foreign governments and to judge of their conformity with 
federal constitutional law, withholding its approval at its dis- 
cretion. In like manner there are other cantonal laws and 
ordinances whose validity is made dependent ujion its approval ; 
and until 1893 to a very limited extent, a jurisdiction like that 
entrusted to the Federal Court in hearing complaints concerning 
breaches of federal law' was given it. It has also authoritative 
oversight of the administration of federal law by the cantonal 
officials. There are not many federal officials ; federal law is for 
the most part executed by local officers, the Federal Council 
supervising. 

Here are some of the topics touching which the authoritative 
opinion of the Council may be tivken : cantonal school affairs ; freedom of 
trade and commerce, and the interpretation of contracts with foreign 
states which concern trade and cnstonis-levies, patent rights, rights of set 
dement, freedom from military service, free passage, etc.; rights of settle 
ment within the Cantons ; freedom of belief ; validity of cantonal elections, 
votes, etc. ; gratuitous equipment of the militia.^ 

(3) Tts^ strictly executive functions are, however, its most 
prominent and important functions. It appoints all offieera 
whose selection is not otherwise specially provided for by law; 
it of course directs the whole executive action of the government, 
controlling federal finance, and caring for all federal interests ; 
equally of course, it manages the foreign affairs of the Confedera- 
tion. llesides these usual executive and administrative functions, 
it exercises, however, others less common. It is the instru- 
ment pf the Constitution in making good to the Cantons the 
federal guarantee of their constitutions. It executes the judg- 
ments of the Federal Court, and also all agreements or decisions 



THK tiOVJJllN]MENT.S OE S\V ITZEltl.A Nl). 


407 


of arbitrators concerning matters in ilispiite between Cantons. 
In cases of necessity it may call out and itself direct the move- 
ments of such cantonal troops as arc needed to meet any sudden- 
danger, provided the Legislature is not in session to command sucli’ 
measures, and ju'ovided the call is for not more than two thousand 
men for a service of more than three weeks. If more men or 
longer service seem necessary, the Legislature must be called at 
once and its sanction obteiined. This power of the Council to call 
out troops to meet a pressing ])eril of war or riotous disorder is a 
logical part of the duty imposed upon it of guarding the external 
and internal safety and order of the Confederation, a duty which 
embraces the general police function of keei)ing the peace. 

The Army. — ( 'nitiuulsdiy military wrviiM! is rucjiiired by the I’mi- 
st.itution of 1H48 wliicli lU tlio same time forbailis the fetleration (o iiiaiiiliiiii . 
a standing anuy. The eons(*i|uenee was tinit tlio Ciintinis were left in 
eliarge of military administration. Tlie constitution of 1874 gave tito 
federation a iiiucli eiilargttd eontrol over tlie army, tliouglt the prolubilion 
jagainst the niaintunanou of a standing army tvits retained, 'i’lie law of 
'■1H07, jiaascd upon referendum hy a liiige popular vole, is the ba.sisof the 
army organization. Liability to miUtory serviee extends from thii twen- 
tieth to the forty-eightli year, but tlie pcrioils of serviee are short. 

Detail of Federal Supervision. — Tlie federal government is 
directed by the Constitution to see to it tliat the Cantons provide free, 
compulsory, non-sectarian education for their jieople, and that the politi- 
cal rights and liberties of iudividuids are re.sjK‘cted by cantonal law. It is 
likewise autliorizcd, in ease of internal dtsturliances, to intervene to pre- 
serve the public onlor upon its own initiative, vvlienever the l■antonaI 
authorities are unable to call uiioii it for assistiinee. It lias been lield, 
moreover, tliat itniaye.xerei.se many of tliese o.xteiisive poweisi of over- 
siglit and direetiou niion the initiative of individuals whose righia are 
affected, as well as upon the initiative of the eantoiial goveriimenls ; and 
its powers of superintendenee and iiilervenlion have shown <a marked ten- 
dency to grow. The people have eomo In feel the ( 'ant.ons in many things 
too small to do without tlie aid and eouiitenaiiee of the federal ]iower. 

Ezecution of Federal Law. — tltliougli tlie supervisory powers 
of the federal government are very great, however, its active administra- 
tive duties are not many. The federal laws are for the most part executed 
by cantonal officials, under the suiterintendence of the Federal Council. 
In all that coneerns foreign affairs the federal government acts for itself 
land thrqugli its own officials ; it directly administers the custom house, too, 
land the postal and telegraph systems of the country. It has charge of its 
own arsenals ; and it is entrusted with the management of the government 
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alcohol monopoly and of llio iiatiminl polylechnii' school. But in ahnnat 
aU“lStfier mattera it i."! served by cantonal offlciats. Even the Federal 
Cojirt has no execiitive offlcera of its own. 

Appeal in Judicial Cases. — Following the example of the 
cantonal constitutions, which provide for a very absolute depend- 
ence of the executive upon the representatives of the people and 
freely neglect, iu practice, the careful differentiation of legislative 
from administrative functions, the Federal Constitution of 1848 
allowed an appeal in all cases from the Federal Council to the 
Federal Assembly (Buiidesversammluiig). The constitutional re- 
vision of 1874, which had as one of its chief objects the develoj)- 
ment and strengthening of the judiciary of the Confederation, 
transferred many appeals to a Federal Court, but it left the 
action of the Federal Council no less subject to the Assembly 
than before, and it did not exclude the Legislature from judicinl 
functions. It was, indeed, provided that the Federal Court, 
rather than the Assembly, should in most cases hear appeals 
from the Federal Council; but it was also arranged that certain 
‘ ad_rainistrative ’ cases might be reserved to the Assembly by 
special legislative action. Eeligious and ‘ confessional ’ (luestioiis 
have, accordingly, been retained by the Legislature — questions 
which would seem to be as far as possible removed from the 
character of administrative matters. 

It seems to have been the conscious purpose o£ the wore atlvanceil 
reformers in 1874 to bring tlie Federal Court as near as possible in char- 
acter aiul functions to the Supreme Court of tlie United States ; but tliey 
were able to realize their purpose only in part. The most important pre- 
rogative of our own Court, its powers, namely, of constitutional iiiteri)rc- 
tation, was denied the Federal Court in Switzerland. Most constitutiniiiil 
questions are decided by the Legislature, except when specially delegated 
to the Court by legislation. The chief questions of tliis nature now taken 
cognizance of hy the Court are disputes as to constitutional rights between 
cantonal and federal authoritie.s. 

The Federal Chancellor. — The office of Federal Chancellor is 
worth noting as an inheritance of the present from the older Confedera- 
tion, in whose days of incomplete federalization the Chancellor typified 
tlie unity of the Cantons. The Chancellor is elected by the Federal 
Assembly at the same time and for the same term (three years) as tin* 
Federal Council. 1-Ic is chief clerk of both Houses of tlic Federal Assem- 
bly , is keeper of all flic federal rccoiths, ami exercises a .scnii-exccutivc 
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fuiictipn as preserver of dlplQniatiu forms aucl usages. A Vice-Chancellor 
acts under the Chancellor as Secretary of the Council of Sta^' (Sfande- 
rot), the Chancellor acting chielly for the popular chamber. 

The Federal legislature. — Properly speaking, the legis- 
lative powers of the Confederation "are vested in the Federal 
Assembly {Bundeaversammlung ) ; but that Assembly consists of 
two distinct Houses, the National Council (2f^atioiiulrat) and the 
Council of Sta,tes (Stauderat ) ; and the Houses act separately 
in all strictly legislative matters, coming together as a single 
Assembly only for the exercise of certain electoral and judicial 
functions. The two Houses stand in all respects upon an etpal 
footing : there is no difference of function between them. The 
originative work of each session — that is, the first handling of 
measures — is divided between them by a conference of their 
Presidents at the beginning of the session. The Constitution 
requires that at least one session be held annually : as a matter 
of practice there are usually two sessions of about four weeks 
each every year, one beginning in June, the other in Hecember, 
and a shorter extra session in March. Special sessions may be 
called either by resolution of the Federal Council or upon the 
demand of five Cantons or of one-fourth of the members of the 
National Council. An absolute majority of its members consti- 
tutes a quorum in each House. 

Composition of the Houses : 1. The National Council. — 
The popular chamber of the Assembly consists of one hundred 
and eighty-nine members chosen from forty-nine federal electoral 
districts (Wahl-Kreise) in the proportion of one representative 
for every 20,000 inhabitants. The federal electoral districts can- 
not, however, cross cantonal boundary lines and include territory 
in more than one Canton. If, therefore, in the apportionment of 
representatives among the Cantons, the division of the number 
of inhabitants of any Canton by the number 20,000 shows a 
balance of 10,000, or more, that balance counts as 20,000, and 
entitles to an additional represenbitive. Beapportionments are 
made from time to time to meet changes in the number of 
inhabitants as shown by decennial censuses. If any Canton 
have less than 20,000 inhabitants, it is, nevertheless, entitled 
to a representative 
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Th ere are now six single- member Cantons. Bern has thirty-two repre- 
sentatives, and Zurich, twenty-five, and Vaud has sixteen. 

fir those 'electoral districts which send more than one representative, 
candidates arc voted for upon a general ticket, each voter being en- 
titled to vote for as many representatives as the district returns. It 
requires an absolute majority to elect, and if no one secures a majority 
at the first election, a second is held in which a plurality suffices. 

Every Swiss twenty years of age who is not a elergyman and who 
is qualified to vote hy the law of his Canton may vote for mem- 
bers of the National Council. The term of the National Council 
is three years. Elections take place always in October, on the same 
da^ throughout the country, — and that day is always a Sunday. 

It is upon the assembling of each new National Council that the 
election of the Federal Council bikes place (pages 402, 40.3). The thrcc- 
yeai-s term of the executive Council is thus made to extend from the begin- 
ning of the first session of one National Council to the beginning of the 
first session a( the next. 

The National Council elects its own oBicers ; hut in selecting its 
Treside^nt 'and Vice-President it is boimd by a rule similar to that which 
limits the yearly olioioo of a President of the Confederation. 'I'hc Presi- 
dent or Vice-President of one scasion cannot bo reelected for l,Im session 
next loilowing. For the ofiicera of the National Assembly, like the officers 
of most Kuropcan iaw-inaking bodies, am elected eveiy session instead of 
for the whole terra of the body, as in our House of Representatives and 
tlic Englisli House of Commons. 

n. The Council of States {Stiimlenit) is composed of 
forty-four members : twp from each of the twenty-two Cantons. 
It would thus seem to resemhle very (dosely in its conqiosition 
onr own federal Senate and to represent distinctively the federal 
feature of the union between tlie Cantons. In fact, however, it 
bas no such clearly defined cliaracter: for the mode in which its 
memhers shall be. uleiited, the qualifications which they shall 
possess, the length of time which they shall serve, the saliiry 
which they shall receive, and the relations they shall bear to 
those whom they represent, in brief, every element of their 
character as representatives, is left to the determination of the 
Cantons themselves, and the greatest variety of provisions con- 
sequently prevails. From some Cantons the members are sent 
for one year only ; bj some for three i by others for four ; by still 
others for two. In most of the Cantons they are elected by 
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popular vote, as the iiiembers of the National Council are; in 
seven ■■'Cantons they are elected Ly the legislative body of the 
Cauton.i Differing, thus, from the National Council, as regards 
at least very many of its luemhers, ojdy in the fact that every 
Canton sends the same numlier as each of the others and chooses 
the term for -which they shall be elected, the Council of States can 
hardly he called the federal chamber : neither is it merely a second 
chamber. Its position is anomalous -and obviously trausitioual. 

G94. Tlie Council of State.s elects its own President and Vice-President, 
but subject to the re.strictlon that neitUor President nor Vice-President 
can be chosen at any session from tlie Canton from which the President 
for the imuiedfately iireoeding session was taken, and that tlie office of 
Vice-President cannot be tilled during two succes.sive regular sessions by 
a member from the same Canton. 

(lOS. The Cantons, upon enumeration, number, not twenty-two, but 
twenty-five, because three of tliem have been divided into ‘ lialf-cantons,’ 
namely, Unterwalden, Basel, and Appenzell. The half-cantons send eacli 
one member to the Council of Statra. The following is a list of the Can- 
tons : Ziirioh, Berne, Luzern, Uri, Sohwyz, Obwalden, Nidwalden, Glams, „ 
Zug, Freiburg, Solothurn, Baselstadt, Baseband, SchauSliauseu, Guteil 
Appenzell, lilner Appenzell, St. Gallen, GraubUnden, Aargau, Thurgau,' 
Ticino, Valid, Valais, Neuchatel, Geneva. 

090. Functions of the Houses. — It may be said, in general 
terms, that its Legislature is the supreme, the directing organ of 
the Confederation. It is difficult, therefore, to classify the func- 
tions tvhich the Houses exercise, because they extend into every 
field of government; but the following may serve as a distinct 
arrangement of them ; 1. They exercise the sovereignty of the 
Confederation in its dealings with foreign states, controlling all 
alliances or treaties with foreign powers, determining (questions 
of peace and war, passing all enactments concerning the federal 
army, and taking the necessary measures for maintaining the 
neutrality and external safety of Switzerland. 2. They maintain 
the authority of the Confederation as against the Cantons, taking 
care to. pass all the measures necessary for preserving internal 
•safety and order and for fulfilling the federal guarantee of the 
cantonal constitutions, and deciding, upon appeal from tlie Fed- 

' 'J’hey are Beni, Freiburg, St. Gallun, Aargau, Valid, Valais, and Neu- 
cbatel. 
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eral Council, the validity of agreements between the Cantons or 
Between a 'Canton and a foreign j)ower. 3. They exercise the 
general legislative powers of the Confederation, providing for 
the carrying out of the Federal Constitution and for the fulfil- 
ment of all federal obligations. 4. They pass upon the federal 
budget and control the federal finances. 5. They organize the 
federal service, providing for the creation of all necessary depart- 
ments or offices and for the appointment and pay of all federal 
officers. G. They oversee federal administrative and judicial 
action, hearing and acting upon complaints against the deci- 
sions of the Federal Council in contested administrative cases. 
7. With the concurrence of the people, they revise the Federal 
Constitution. 

Legislative Procedure. — Each House is served in the conduct 
of its business by a President, a Vice-President, and four Tellers. These 
six officers constitute a ‘ Bureau,’ whose duty it is not only to count the 
votes upon a division, but also to look after absentees, and to appoint such 
committees as the chambers do not themselves choose to elect. Much of 
the business introduced is referred to committees for detailed considera- 
tion i but the Federal Council is the grand committee. All important 
legislation either comes from it or goes to it for final formulation, and its 
part is generally a guiiUng part in debate. 

Eevision of the Constitution. — When the two Houses can 
ugree concerning a revision of the Constitution, it is effected bj’ 
the ordinary processes and under the ordinary rules of legislation, 
tliough it is followed by an obligatory liefereiidum to the people. 
Hut a revision may also be otherwise accomplished. If one 
House demands particular changes and the other House refuses 
to assent, or if 50,000 qualified voters call for a revision by peti- 
tion, the question whether or not a revision sliall be undertaken 
must be submitted to popular vote; and if there be a majority of 
the whole of such popular vote in the affirmative, new Houses 
must be elected and the revision proceeded with. In every case 
the amendments adopted by the Houses must be voted upon by 
the people and must be accepted by a majority of the i^eople and 
by a majority of the Cantons also in order to go into force. In 
reckoning up the votes ty Cantons, on such occasions, the vote 
of a ha]f-cantoii counts as half a vote. 
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The Federal Referendum. — “Federal laws, as well as 
generally binding federal resolutions, which are not of a pressing 
nature, shall be laid before the people for their acceptance or 
rejection upon the demand of 30,000 qualified Swiss citizens or 
of eight cantons.” Such is the command of Article 89 of the 
Federal Constitution which establishes for the Confederation the 
‘ facultative ’ or ‘optional ’ JReferendum (page 398). 

The whole detail of the exercise of the Beferendum is regulated 
by federal legislation. A period of ninety days, running from the date of 
the publication of tlie law, is set within which the demand for a popular 
vote must be made. Copies of all federal laws which are subject to Bef- 
erendum are sent to the authorities of each Canton, and by them pub- 
lished in the Communes. For the Communes are constituted the districts 
in which the popular demand is to be made up. That demand must 
be made by written petition addressed to the Federal Council ; all signa- 
tures must be autographic ; and the chief officer of the Commune must 
attest the right of each signer to vote. Demands from Cantons for the 
Bffireiidiim are made through the cantonal councils, subject to the right 
of the people, under the provisions of the cantonal BKferendum, to reverse 
the action. In case it appears that 30,000 voters or eight Cantons demand 
Beferendtm, the Federal Council must set a day for the popular vote ; 
<a day which must be at least four weeks later than the resolution which 
appoints it. 

Functions of the Federal Assembly. — The functions wbieli 
the Houses exercise in joint session, as the Federal Assembly, ai'e 
not legislative but electoral and judicial. 1. The Assembly elects 
the Federal Council, the federal judges, the Chancellor, and the 
generals of the federal army. 2. Tt e.xercises the right of pardon. 
3. It determines conflicts of jurisdiction between federal au- 
thorities. 

The President of the National Council presides over the sessions 
of the Federal Assembly, and the rules of the National Council 
for the most part govern its proceedings. 

Administration of Justice; I. The Cantonal Courts. — 
The Cantons are left quite free by the Federal Constitutiou to 
organize their courts as they please. Not even a general uni- 
formity of system is prescribed ; nor are the cantonal courts sub- 
ordinated to the Federal Court except in certain special cases 
provided for by statute. It may be said, in general terms, that 
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justice is administered by the Cantons, with recourse in selected 
cases to the tribunal of the Confederation. 

There is, however, a certain amount of uniformity in judicial 
organization throughout Switzerland. There are usually two 
ranks of courts in each Canton : District Courts (Bezirksgerichte 
or Amtsgerichte) which are courts of first instance, and a supreme 
Cantonal Court (Kdntonsgericht) which is the court of final in- 
stance. There are also everywhere Justices of the Peace whose 
duty it is, in many j)laces, first to act as mediators in legal dis- 
putes, — and as magistrates only when they fail as mediators. 
Petty police cases are heard by the District Courts ; but for the 
iiearing of criminal cases there is trial by jury mider the presi- 
dency of a section of the supreme court justices, or by a special 
criminal court acting without a jury. 

In some of the larger Cantons, there are special Cassation 
Courts formed by a division of the Cantonal Court. Special 
Commercial Courts (HaMelsgei'ichte), and industrial courts 
(C?etcer6e(/er(c7ife) have been esfaiblished in industrial districts. 

In many of the Cantons the’ Supreme Court exercises cer- 
tain semi-executive functions, taking the place of a Ministry 
of Justice, in overseeing the action of the lower courts and of all 
judicial officers, such as the states-attorneys. 

In most of the Cantons, too, the Supreme Court makes an- 
nual reports to the legislative Council, containing a full review 
of the judicial business of each year, discussing the state of 
justice, with criticisms upon the system in vogue and suggestions 
of reform. These reports are imi)ortant sources of judicial 
statistics. 

The terms of cantonal judges vary. The usual terms are 
three, four, and six years. The judges of the inferior courts are 
as a rule elected directly by the people : those of the supreme 
courts commonly by the legislative Council. 

No qualifications for election to the bench are required by 
Swiss law except only the right to vote. But here, as well as 

I in regard to the very brief terms of the judges, practice is more 
conservative than the law. To the higher courts, at least, com- 
petent lawyers are generally elected ; and reflection is in most 
cases the rule. 
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In Geneva the States-attorney, insteail of the Supreme Court, is 
given the general duties of superintendence wliich, outside of Switzerland, 
are vested in a Minister of .Justice; and in other Cantons similar officers 
are given prerogatives much more extensive than arc usually associated 
with such offices elsewhere. 

II. The Federal Court. — The Federal Court was created 
by the Constitution of 1848. Before that time arbitration had 
been the only form of adjudication bettveeii the Cantons. Even 
in creating it, however, the Constitution of 1848 withheld from 
the Federal Court all real efficiency: its jurisdiction was of the 
most restricted kind and was condemned to be exercised under 
the active superintendence of the omnipotent Federal Assembly. 
It was one of the chief services of tlie constitutional reform of 
1874 that it elevated the Federal Court to a place of substantial 
influence and real dignity. It still rests with the Houses to de- 
termine by statute many of the particular questions which shall 
be siibmitted to the Court ; but its general province, as well as 
its organization, is prescribed in considerable detail by the Con- 
stitution. 

The_JEederal Court consists of twenty-four judges chosen by 
the Federal Assembly (with due regard to the representation of 
the three official languages of Switzerland, — German, French, and 
Italian) for a term of six years. Every two years, also, the Fed- 
eral Assembly selects two of these twenty-four to act, the one as 
President, the other as Vice-President, of the Court. The Court 
sits, not at Berne, the legislative (uipifcil of the Confederation, but 
at Lausanne. 

The Federal Assembly elects, at the same time that it chooses 
the judges, nine substitutes also, who sit, as occasion demands, 
in place of any judge who cannot act, and who receive for their 
occasional services a par diem compensation. 

The juembers of the Court may not hold any other office or 
follow any other business during their term as judges ; nor can 
they be membei's of any business corporation. 

Criminal Jurisdiction of the Federal Court. — In the exercise 
of its criminal jurisdiction the Federal Court goes on circuit. 

The country is divided into three assize districts {Assisen- 
bezirke), one of which embraces French- and Italian-speaking 
Switzerland ; the other two, German-speaking Switzerland. 
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The Court annually divides itself, for criminal business, into 
four bodies: A Criminal Chamber, the Federal Penal Court, 
a Chamber of Complaints, and a Chamber of Appeals. The Crim- 
inal Chamber decides at what places in the several Districts assizes 
shall be held. The places selected furnish, at their own cost, a 
place of meeting. The cantonal police and court officers serve as 
officers of this Court. A States-attorney appears for the Federal 
Coiincil in all cases. 

Cases in Public Law. — The jurisdiction of the Federal 
Court covers a great variety of causes. There are (1) Cases in 
Public Law. These include disputes between Cantons concern- 
ing such matters as the fulfilment of inter-cantonal agreements, 
rhe settlement of boundary lines, conflicts of jurisdiction between 
the authorities of different Cantons, and extradition ; also the 
enforcement of agreements between Cantons and foreign govern- 
ments ; and, most fertile of all, cases involving the constitutional 
rights of citizens, whether those rights rest upon the federal or 
upon a cantonal constitution. Its jurisdiction does not, however, 
cover questions as to the constitutionality of federal legislation. 
The Federal Houses are the sole judges, under public opinion, of 
their own powers. 

It is considered “the proper and natural province of the Federal 
Court” in Switzerland “to defend the people and the citizens against 
• abuses of power, w'hether they proceed from federal or cantonal authori- 
tie.s.” Such a luovince is, however, in the very nature of the case, insus- 
ceptible of definite liiuitations ; and the powers of the Federal Court have 
gradually spread far abroad by reason of tlie temptations of this vague 
prerogative. The most usual and proper cases arising under it are in- 
fringements of the federal guarantee to citizens of equality before the 
law, of freedom of settlement, of security against double taxation, of 
liberty of the press, etc., but the Court has gone much beyond these. Its 
jurisdiction has been extended to the hearing of complaints against can- 
tonal authorities for ordinary alleged failures of justice, such as the Consti- 
tution can hardly have contemplated giving into the hands of the Federal 
Court. The Court has even “brought within the circle of its judgments 
cases where the appellant asserts a denial of his claims by a cantonal 
judge grounded upon merely obstructive motives or an arbitraiy applies^ 
tion of the law.” 1 


'Orelli, p. 42. 
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The Federal Court has also cognizance of contested citizenship 
cases between Communes of different Cantons. For citizenship 
in Switzerland is first of all of the Commune. The Commune is, 
so to say, the unit of citizenshijS, and it is through communsil 
citizenship that cantonal citizenship is held (ji. 401). 

(2) Civil Cases in Private law. — The administration 
of justice between individuals mider federal laws is left for the 
most part to the cantonal courts, which thus serve in a sense as 
federal tribunals ; but if, in any case falling under federal law, a 
sum of 3000 francs be involved, or if the matter involved be not 
susceptible of money valuation, an a^jpeal may be taken to the 
Federal Court from the court of last resort in the Canton. Cer- 
tain other private law cases, even when they do not involve fed- 
eral law, may be brought, — not by appeal, but in the first 
instance, — before the Federal Court upon another principle, 
because, i.e., of the nature of the parties to the suit, viz.: 
tCases between Cantons and private individuals or corporations ; 
jbases in which the Confederation is defendant; cases between 
fCantons ; and cases between the Confederation and one or more 
'Cantons. 

Cases of the first two of these four classes can he brought in the 
Federal Couit only if they involve a sum of 3000 francs. Otlierwise they 
must be instituted and adjudged in the cantonai Courts. 

By agreement of both parties, the jurisiliction of the Federal Court 
may be invoked in any case in which the subject of litigation is rendered 
important by virtue of federal legislation. 

A special railroad jurisdiction, too, has been given by statute to 
the Federal Com't, covering cases concerning right of way and the right 
of eminent domain, and cases in private law between railroads and the 
Confederation. 

(3) Criminal Cases. — The criminal jurisdiction of the 
Federal Court covers cases of high treason and of outbreak or 
violence against the federal authorities, breaches of international 
law, and political offences which were the cause or the result of 
disorders which have necessitated the intervention of the Con- 
federation. It may, however, in the discretion of certain authori- 
ties, include a variety of other matters in addition to these. 
Federal of^cers, whose breaches of duty are ordinarily punished 
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upon judgment of tlie cantonal tribunals, may, by resolution of 
the Federal Council or of the Federal Assembly, be handed over 
to the Federal Court to be judged. Cases may even, also, be as- 
signed to the federal tribunal by cantonal constitutions or laws, 
if the Federal Assembly assent to the arrangement. 

Tlio Chamber of Appeals of the Federal Court takes cognizance, besides, 
iof complaints concerning judgments of the cantonal courts given under 
I certain fiscal, police, and hanking laws of the Confederation. 

By amendments to the constitution adopted in 1898^^ the feder- 
ation was expressly authorized to deal with all matters of civil 
and crimuial law. To carry out this power and bring about 
uniformity a civil code was drafted and put into operation by the 
Federal Assembly on January 1, 1912. A similar codification of 
the criminal law is in process. 

The Federal Council; (4) Administrative Cases. — 
administrative jurisdiction of the Confederation, which is exer- 
cised, not by the Federal Court, but by the Federal Council, 
includes a great number of important cases. It covers questions 
touching the calling out of the cantonal militia, the administra- 
tion of the public-school system of the Cantons, freedom of trade, 
occupation and settlement, consumption taxes and import duties, 
freedom of belief and worship, tlie validity of wintonal elections 
and votes, and rights arising out of contracts with foreign powers 
regarding trade relations, the credit to be given to patents, ex- 
emption from military service, freedom of passage, etc. In all 
jthese cases an appeal lies from the Federal Council either to the 
fllouses or to the Federal Court. 

In 1914 an amendment to the Constitution was adopted, pro- 
viding for the establishment of an administrative court to exer- 
cise such jurisdiction in administrative cases as the Federal 
Assembly' may confer upon it. 

Inter-Cantonal Judicial Comity. — The Swiss Constitu- 
tion, in close imitation of the provision on tlie same subject in 
the Constitution of the United States, requires that full force and 
credit be given the judgments of the courts of each Canton 
throughout the Confederation. ^ 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF ITALY. 

The Empire. — The overthrow of the Roman Empire by the 
barbarian tribes hi the fifth century did not destroy the tradition 
of supremacy associated with the name of Rome, any more than 
it destroyed Roman law and civilization. As the latter survived 
and profoundly modified the civilization imposed upon it, so 
Rome survived as the traditional mistress of the world and be- 
came again under the Frankish kings, in name at least, the head 
of a new Empire, that of Charlemagne and his successors. The 
imperial tradition thus revived and centered in Rome had a pro- 
found influence upon subsequent Italian history and had much to 
do with the late realization of Italian unity. While other na- 
tions, as France, England, and Spain, were developing into the 
modern national steites, unified under their own national kings, 
Italy was ruled for the most part by foreigners ; in the first in- 
stance by the Emperors of the Holy Roman Empire, who were 
Cerman, and at a later date by these German Emperors and by 
the French and Spanish who established claims to various parts 
of the peninsula. 

The Church. — Throughout all this period the Church was 
a temporal power, at times rivalling in infiuenee the Emperor and 
always supreme in the States of the Church, a territory stretch- 
ing across central Italy from northeast to southwest and for cen- 
turies forming a competing temporal power. 

The City Republics. — In the later Middle Ages there grew 
up, particularly in northern Italy, great free city Republics, such 
as Genoa, Florence, Pisa, Milan, and Venice — and for a brief mo- 
ment, Rome itself. These city Republics felt the full force of 
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the Renaissance and its awakening spirit, and for a space played 
a great part in the history of the world. In time they lost their 
republican character for the most part and sank into subjection 
or obscurity, but left behind them a strong republican tradition. 

Napoleon. — At the end of the eighteenth century Italy 
remained but a geographical designation for a great number of 
petty kingdoms and principalities, most of them under the con- 
trol of foreign princes. Napoleon, with the conqueror’s ruthless- 
ness, swept them all away and established the Kingdom of Italy. 
Brief as was the existence of this artificial union, it nevertheless 
left its impression of a united Italy — an impression which added 
strength to the growing sentiment in favor of national unity. 

But Napoleon’s ICingdom of Italy had been preceded by the 
establishment of a number of Republics in northern Italy when 
he was still the leader of nominally republican France. They 
were Republics created out of hand by the conqueror and were as 
readily dissolved by the same hand, yet they revived the medi- 
eval tradition of the city Republics and gave expression to the 
awakening spirit of the people. Thus Napoleon contributed to 
the development of the aspiration both for national union and for 
a republican form of government. 

Congress of Vienna. — At the Congress of Vienna, the 
former condition of Italy was in large measure reestablished — 
everywhere were small kingdoms and principalities under rulers 
whose powers were nowhere limited by constitutional restraints 
and many of whom were tyr.inuical. Foreign influence was 
again reestablished. But the demociutic spirit engendered by the 
French Revolution was very much alive and led to the organiza- 
tion of secret societies whose object was the establishment of a 
united Italy under a republican form of government. 

House of Savoy. — In tlie northwestern part of the penin- 
sula, stretching from the mountains to the sea, was the Kingdom 
of Sardinia, under the rule of tlxe House of Savoy, which was des- 
tined to become the leader in the unification of Italy, but as a 
kingdom and not as a republic. In response to the Revolutionary 
movement of 1848, Charles Alliert, its king, granted to his people 
a constitution, called the Statnto, and in 1848-49 he sought to 
free Italy from the oppression of Austria. Though defeated and 
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compelled to abdicate in favor of his son, Victor Emmanuel, he 
had centered the thought of the Italians upon the House of Savoy 
as the possible liberators of Italy. Despite the threats of Austria, 
Victor Emmanuel refused to repeal the Statuto. 

The four principal figures in the struggle for Italian unity 
were Mazzini, the revolutionary enthusiast; the King, Victor 
Emmanuel ; Cavour, his great minister ; and Garibaldi, the dash- 
ing soldier of fortune. Mazzini’s part was played in the earlier 
years in tilling the place of high minded advocate of liberty, in 
stirring the spirit of freedom throughout Italy, and in conspiring 
to secure its realization. The kmg formed the rallying point about 
which the sentiment in favor of uiiitication could gather, and the 
high place which he held in the respect and admiration of the 
people contributed much to the willingness of the republicans to 
yield their preference and accept a monarchy. Cavour was a 
truly great statesman who realized that the Austrian power must 
1)6 driven out before Italy could be united. Accordingly he in- 
duced Napoleon III. to declare war on Austria in 1859, in con- 
junction with Sardinia. The full success of the war was lost by 
the sudden Avithdrawal of Napoleon, leaving Venice still in tlie 
hands of Austria. Garibaldi fired the imagination of the people, 
and his successful operations in overrunning Sicily and in driving 
out the rulers of Naples occurred at a most opportune time. 

Cavour’s original plan had been for a federation of the Ihilian 
states under the nominal headship of the Pope, but witli the real 
leadership iii the King of Sardinia. With the conclusion of the 
war against Austria, leaving Venice in her hands, he concluded 
that the only solution lay in unification under the House of Savoy. 
The northern states had risen in 1860 and didven out their jailers ; 
they now voted for union with Sardinia. Sicily and Naples, freed 
by Garibaldi, likewise decided by popular vote to join the new 
kingdom. With the exceiition of Venice, held by Austria, and 
Rome, held by French troops, the rest of Italy soon followed. 

Venice was not added to the new Kingdom of Ifeily till 1866, 
when Italy joined Prussia in the war against Austria ; but Italy 
failed then to acquire two districts, preponderantly Italian in 
population and sympathy — the Trentino, a mountain district, 
and Italia Irredenta, that part of the Adriatic sea coast adjoining 
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Venice, of which Trieste is the most important city. Both of 
these districts will have been added to Italy as a result of the Great 
War, 1914-1918. Rome was acquired in 1870 at the time of the 
Rranco-Pmssian war, when Italian soldiers took possession of the 
city and Rome became the capital of a united Kingdom of Italy. 
Thereby the last remnant of the temporal power of the Pope was 
destroyed. 

The Statute. — The StahUo granted by Charles Albert in 
1848 remains to-day the constitution of Italy — not the whole 
constitution, for both custom and enactment have greatly modified 
the original instrument, but it is still the principal source of gov- 
ernmental arrangements. As the ICingdom of Sardinia expanded 
into the Kingdom of Italy the Statuto was extended to the new 
territories. The Statuto contained no provision for its amend- 
ment, and the custom that the constitution may be amended by 
an ordinary act of Parliament has become so firmh' established as 
to be regarded as a part of the constitution. 

The eighty-four articles of the constitution deal with the 
rights and duties of citizens, the Crown, the Ministers, the Sen- 
ate, the Chamber of Deputies, and the Judiciary. All inhabitants 
are guaranteed equality before the law ; liberty of person ; free- 
dom of the press and of assembly, though the latter is subject 
to qualifications ; inviolability of property and of domicile ; and 
exemption from taxation not authorized by Parliament. 

The King. — According to the Statuto the form of govern- 
ment is a “representative monarchical government,” with an 
hereditary king who succeeds under the Salic law, that is, only 
by and through the male line. The executive power is vested in 
the King, who approves and promulgates the laws, concludes 
treaties, declares war, appoijits all officers of state, makes decrees 
and ordinances, creates Senators, and commands the military and 
naval forces. These powers, though vested in the King, are not 
exercised by him but by ministers responsible to the Chamber of 
Deputies. Ko act of the king is valid unless countersigned by 
one of his ministers, and this fact is the legal foundation for the 
responsibility' of the ministers to the Chamber of Deputies. 

The actual powers exercised by the King are slight, and no at- 
tempt has been made by any one of the three kings to he other 
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than a constitutional monarch, but each has recognized whole- 
heartedly that the actual government is carried on by the minis- 
ters under responsibility to the popular house of Parliament. 
The “ representative ” function of the King is not without im- 
portance ; his opinions in matters of foreign relations have much 
weight and at times of cabinet crises, when the ministry resigns 
the King may exercise a certain amount of choice with respect to 
the man who shall be selected to form a new cabinet and in doing 
so may exert some influence upon the course of government. 

The Ministry. — As in other countries with responsible 
cabinet government, the ministers are both political leaders and 
heads of the administrative department. Of the latter there are 
at present thirteen, which are as follows ; Poreign Affairs ; War; 
Marine ; the Interior ; Finance ; the Treasuiy ; Public Instruction ; 
Public Works; Justice and Ecclesiastical Affairs; Commerce, 
Industry, and Agriculture ; Posts and Telegraphs ; Colonies ; and 
Eailways and Merchant Marine. 

In the exercise of their functions as politiciil leaders, the min- 
isters, who are members either of the Senate or of the Chamber 
of Deputies, have a right to appear upon the floor and to speak in 
both houses, though their right to vote is conflned to the house of 
which they are members. The king may ai)point to the post of 
minister one who is not a member of Parliament, but such a min- 
ister must be appointed a member of the Senate or stand for 
election to the Chamber at the first vacancy. Also there have 
been ministers without portfolio. The premier has generally 
held the post of Minister of the Interior. 

As the head of the government, responsible to the Chamber, 
the cabinet takes the initiative in legislation, though private 
members may introduce bills; but by reason of the multiplicity 
of parties, cabinets have usually been lacking in internal unity and 
in tile power of controlling the Chamber, with the result that it is 
difficult for a cabinet to inaugurate and put through an extended 
programme and that ministries change with frequency. 

The Senate. — The Italian Senate is unlike any other sec- 
ond chamber in its composition. Its membership is* unlimited in 
number (39o in 1916), and aside from the royal prmces, of whom 
there are six, its members are appouited by the king for life from 
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certain classes of the people as defined in the Siatv.to, Generally 
these classes may be said to comprise liigh state officials, — church 
officials also are eligible but since the break with the Vatican in 
1870 none have been appointed, — persons of fame in science or 
literature or who have performed a distinguished service for the 
state, and persons who pay over 3000 lire (S600) in taxes. Ap- 
pointment by the king means of course appointment by the 
ministry in power, but the Senate has a right to decide whether 
or not the proposed appointee comes from one of the recognized 
classes and in a number of instances it has decided that the re- 
quirements had not been met and in consequence the appointment 
failed- ^Members must not be less than forty years of age. The 
president and vice-president are designated by the crown. The 
power of appointment has been exercised on several occasions for 
the purely politi(»l purpose of changing the opinion of the body, 
as many as seventy-five senators being appointed at one time in 
1890, and through this power the equality of the Senate with the 
chamber has been destroyed. 

Legally the Senate has an equal voice with the Chamber in law- 
making, and no bill can become a law without its consent, but its 
consent can be forced by the metliod of appointment. The Senate 
lacks popular character and cannot stand against the Chamlrer. 
Ministers are responsible to the Chamber and not to the Senate 
and those cases in which opposition in the Senate has led to the 
resignation of a ministry may be regarded as accidental. 

The Senate may act as a High Court for the trial of ministers 
impeached by the Chamber and to try cases of high treason and 
attempts upon the safety of the state. 

The Chamber of Deputies. — The popular house of the 
Italian Parliament is elected on tlie basis of universal manhood 
suffrage, except that those under thirty years of age who have 
neither performed military service nor learned to read and write 
are excluded. In the earlier years of the Kingdom the electorate 
was narrowly limited, due to the backward condition of the country 
and to the large proportion of illiterates. With the establish- 
ment of better school facilities, and with the economic and com- 
mercial development of the country, the suffrage has been ex- 
tended until by the Electoral Law of 1912 universal manhood 
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suffrage was all but reached. There is still a large ignorant and 
illiterate population but no bad etiects therefrom have as yet 
made themselves felt in serious fashion ; and universal manhood 
suffrage is in keeping with the democratic spirit of the people. 

The Chamber is composed of 508 members, or one to each 
71,000 inhabitants, elected each from a district. Originally the 
deputies were elected from separate districts but in 1882 the 
scriitina di lista, or the election of a number of deputies from a 
single district, was introduced. It was hoped that the new sys- 
tem would lead to the choice of dejmties having more of a national 
and less of a local point of view, but the experiment did not prove 
a success and was abandoned- in 1891 and the former system was 
rehstablished. A candidate in order to be elected must receive 
the votes of more than one-tenth of the inscribed electors and 
more than one-half of the votes cast. If no candidate secures tlie 
necessary number of votes, a second election is held a week later. 

ftualifications of Members. — Members of the Cluimber 
must be citizens, at least thirty years of age, and in possession of 
full civil and political rights. It is not necessary that a member 
should reside in the district whi('h he represents. Priests, salaried 
government officials, except the officers of the army and navy, 
ministers and under-secretaries, and a few other liigli ollicials and 
all persons receiving stipend.-) from the sbite are ineligible. Of 
those government officials who are eligible there can never be 
more than forty who are members at the same time, but ministers 
and under-secretaries are not c-ounted in the forty. De]>utie8 are 
elected for a period of five years, which is the maximum period for 
the duration of Parliament, but they seldom iill out tlie term l)e- 
cause of the earlier dissolution of Parliament. 

The members receive 2000 lire (S400) to cover the cost of cor- 
respondence and 4000 lire a year if not in receipt of an income 
from a public source. Those who are in receipt of a public in- 
come receive the difEerence to make up this income to four 
thousand lire. All travel free on government railroads. Since 
the budget and the contingent of recruits is determined by annual 
laws, the houses must meet at least once a year unless, as fre- 
quently happens, the sessions are prolonged for more than a year. 

Procedure. — The president and vice-president of the 
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Senate are appointed b}* the Crown, but the Chamber chooses 
its own president, who is continued in office without regard to 
party affiliations. The business of the liouses is transacted by 
committees. The president of the Chamber appoints the com- 
mittees on rules and contested elections ; in each house tlie 
budget committee is elected directly by the houses. For tlie 
rest, the Senate is divided into live and the Chamber into nine 
sections by lot every two mouths and these secttions choose the 
committees not otherwise provided for. 

The ministers appear regularly upon the floor of the houses to 
defend their measures and to answer questions. The interpella- 
tion, or challenge of the policy of the ministry, exists, but the 
vote must follow after an interval of several days, and the minis- 
try is protected from the rashness of a snap vote taken immedi- 
ately which has proved so destructive to ministries in France. 

The Judiciary. — The judicial system of Italy is the 
result of a compromise between the existing order in the indi- 
vidual states at the establishment of the Kingdom and the needs 
of the new Kingdom. As a result there is lacking that centrali- 
zation and codrdination of courts which makes for unity. Instoad 
of a single supreme court there are five courts of Cassation, located 
in Turin, Florence, Rome, Naples, and Palermo, — each supreme 
within its own territory, and each interpreting the law in accord- 
ance with its own views, — so that it is possible to have five dif- 
ferent interpretations of the same law, each affecting a different 
district. The Court of Cassation at Rome has had conferred 
upon it exclusive jurisdiction to decide in cases of conflict of 
jurisdiction between different courts, conflicts between the courts 
and the administrative authorities, the transfer of cases from 
one court to another, writs of error in criminal cases, and some 
other special matters, but m all other cases involving the ordinary 
civil law the five courts of Cassation are all equal. The lower 
courts are more S3’mmetrically organized, for they are new crea- 
tions and do not differ materially fi-om the French plan. 

Administrative Courts. — In Italy, as in the rest of conti- 
nental Europe, there are admmistrative courts to try eases affeet- 
iug administrative officers. In England no distinction is made 
between public and private law and all offences are subject to ti'ial 
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by the ordinary courts. Administrative law and administrative 
courts are sharply difEerentiated in France from the ordinary 
law and courts. In Italy the distinction is made but it has not 
been so clearly carried out as in France. A special section of the 
Council of State, composed of a president and eight councillors ap- 
pointed by the king, serves as the highest administrative court, 
while inferior jurisdiction has been conferred upon the prefects 
and certain assistants in the provinces. It has in general the 
right to decide whether the acts of the local or central officers 
are authorized by law, unless some sijecial provision to the con- 
trary has been made by laAv. 

Local Government. — The local government in Italy is 
modeled on that of France and is even more centralized than that 
of the latter. Familiarity Avitli the French system and the need 
for a strongly centralized government to meet the unsettled con- 
ditions in parts of the uervly formed kingdom combined to sweep 
away all preexisting territorial divisions and forms of local gov- 
ernment. In its place was substituted an artificial division of 
the country into provinces, circondari, mandameuti, and com- 
munes, lacking in real local life. 

Prefect. — At the head of each province — they are 
sixty-nine in number — is a prefect appointed by the king and 
directly responsible to the minister of the Interior. His func- 
tions correspond very closely to those of the French prefect, for 
he is both a political and an administrative official. He pul> 
lishes and executes the laws, supervises the administration of the 
provinces, opens and closes the sessions of the provincial council, 
sanctions or vetoes the acts of that body, and protects the inter- 
ests of the central government in the province. 

Council. — With the prefect there is associated a council 
of from twenty to sixty members, elected for a period of six 
years, with one-half of the members renewed every three years. 
The Council meets regularly once a year and its most important 
business is the voting of the provincial budget. A commission, 
elected by the Council from its members, carries on the business 
of the Council in the interval between its meetings. The prefect 
has large powers of control over the proceedings of the Council 
and he is not responsible to it but only to the central government. 
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Thecircomlan are primarily electoral districts aud the mandameiili, 
or cantons, are mere admiuisti'ative subdivisions of the provinces. 

The Commune. — The commune is the most vital of Italian 
local government units. It has the duty of maintaining streets, 
roads and markets ; to provide elementary education ; to provide 
poor relief ; to see to the registration of electors ; to keep a regis- 
ter of births find deaths ; and to provide police protection. In 
addition to its duties, it may provide for every sort of local enter- 
prise. The government of the commune is composed of a syndic, 
or mayor, and a council. The syndic is elected by the council 
from among its members for a term of three years. Though 
chosen by the council the syndic is a representative of the central 
government and may be removed, save in exceptional circum- 
stances, only with the consent of the prefect and is responsible not 
to the council but to his superiors. The council is composed of 
from fifteen to eighty members and its members are elected for a 
period of six years, one-half being renewed every three years. 
The council meets regularly twice a year and its work is carried 
on between meetings by a committee chosen from its members. 

The Pope. — The relation of the Kingdom of Italy to the 
Papacy has been extremely difficult of a satisfactory solution. 
The temporal power of the Popes had existed for centuries and 
was regarded as necessary for full religious freedom on the part 
of the church. But the continued existence of the Papal states 
stretching across the central portion of the peninsula was a bar to 
Italian unity. Aci-ordingly the Papal states, with the exception of 
Koine, were added to the Kingdom in 18(30. But there was a 
feeling that without Home, united Italy was incomplete. 

Advantage was taken of the Franco-Prussiau war, when Ka 
poleon III. was in no position to aid the Pope, and on September 
20, 1870, Italian troops entered Rome and took possession of the 
city. Before moving the seat of government to Rome it was 
thought best to settle the position of the Pope, so the Law of the 
Papal Guarantees of May 13, 1871, was passed. According to 
this law the Pope enjoys the personal rights and privileges of a 
sovereign. Ilis person is declared sacred and inviolable ; public 
officials are not permitted to enter his palace or grounds in the ex 
ercise of their duties ; and persons accredited to him enjoy all the 
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inuuTuiitie^ of diplomats. He is guaranteed frealom of intercourse 
and protection for papers and messages ; he is granted .anmuUly 
the sum of sis. hundred and forty-live thousand dollars, but tliis 
he has never consented to receive ; and he is left in undisturbed 
possession of the palaces of the Vatican, tlie Lateral!, and Oastel 
Gandolfo, with their gardens free from taxation. 

The Popes have never lieeu willing to reeogui/e tlie loss of their 
temporal power or to acquiesce in the present arrangeineiits. 
For a time tliere was a hope that foreign powers might intiM-vene 
to reestablish their claims, hnt when this hope x-anished, Pope 
Pius IX. in 18S3 promulgated a decree, the iioii expodit, by wiiich 
it was declared ■''inexpedient” forCatholies to participate in Par- 
liaineutary elections, and in 13V15 what had been ileclarcd “ inex- 
pedient ” was forbidden. This prohibition did not apply to imi- 
niuipal elections and was not widely observed by ( 'atholics, manv 
of whom strongly ojiposed it. Ten years later it was found ncivs- 
sary to relax the prohibition ; the socialist (larty bad been so 
rapidly growing in strength that Pope T.eo XU I yielded to the 
argument that it was the duty of the (''hurch to opimsc socinlisni, 
and in 1905 he issued an eneyelieal which made it the duty of 
Catholics to support the socisil order and enjiiiued that thi'y hilie 
part in political contests in its defense wherever it was threatened. 
The participation in political struggles must, howevi'r, be under 
the direction and control of the Church. The result has been to 
found a strictly Catholic and coii.servati ve jiartv and to unite more 
closelj’^ the radical-republicaii-socialist groups through a common 
anti-clerical sentiment. 
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THE GOVEENMENT OF BELGIUM. 


The history of Belgium justifies the statement that it has been 
the battle ground of Europe. It has formed a part of three great 
Empires ; those of Charlemagne, of Charles the Fifth, and of 
Napoleon. It had been successively Spanish, Austrian, French, 
and Dutch, before finally attaining independence. From the days 
of Charles the Fifth it has had a separate existence. In the 
eighteenth century the Austrian Netherlands appear as a terri- 
tory distinct from the hereditary possessions of the Habsburgs> 
and under French dominion, administration and legal uniformity 
were gained. Thus through all the centuries and under so many 
different ijowers, the Belgians retained their identity and pre- 
pared the way tor political independence. By the terms of the 
Congress of Vienna, there was established the United Kingdom 
of the Netherlands with William of Orange as sovereign. The 
Kingdom was composed of Holland, the bishopric of Liege, and 
the Austrian Netherlands, but the union was from the first an 
unhappy one. The constitution, drawn up in Holland, was re- 
jected by the Belgians, but Avas nevertheless put into operation. 
Dutch was made the official language though French was spoken 
in a large part of the Kingdom. The Protestant Dutch antago- 
nized the Catholic Belgians and the administration was more 
favorable to the Dutch than to the Belgian provinces. 

The French revolution of 1830 inspired the Belgians to follow 
a like course, and a national congress proclaimed the independ- 
ence of Belgium. A constitution was adopted February 7, 1831 
and Leopold of Saxe-Coburg Avas chosen king. In spite of Dutch 
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opposition, the conference of The Powers in London in 1831 
recognized the independence of Belgium, and Holland was forced 
to acquiesce. 

Plan of the Constitution. — The Belgian constitution con- 
sists of 139 articles divided into eight titles as follows : the ter- 
ritory and its divisions ; citizens and their rights ; concerning 
powers ; finances ; the army ; general provisions ; revision of the 
constitution ; and temporary and supplementary provisions. The 
constitution extends a rather long list of individual rights guar- 
anteed by the constitution and safeguarded by law. Among the 
constitutional rights of Belgians may be mentioned equalitj' 
before the law ; no distinction of classes ; individual liberty ; no 
arrest for longer than twenty-four hours without a warrant; 
inviolability of domicile and of property ; religious liberty, 
freedom of the press, of speech, and of assembly, and the right 
of petition. 

Powers of Government. — All power emanates from the 
people and can only be exercised in the manner provided by the 
constitution. The legislation is exercised collectively by the 
King, the House of Representatives, and the Senate, each of 
which has the right of initiative ; but money bills and laws relat- 
ing to the army eontiugeut must be voted first by the House of 
Representatives. 

The executive power is vested in the King, subject to the 
provisions that his inmisters are responsible and that no decree 
of the King shall take effect unless it is countersigned by a minis- 
ter who thereby renders himself responsible for it. 

The judicial power is exercised by the courts and the tribunals, 
but the authoritative interpretation of tlie laws is vested in the legis- 
lative power. Belgian courts cannot declare laws unconstitutional 
and the legislative power is the supreme power in the government. 

Made under the impulse of revolution, the Belgian constitution 
was remarkable for its liberality and democracy ; at a time when 
the reactionary forces were in control in Europe, it represents 
complete popular supremacy and legislative omnipotence under 
the form of a constitutional monarchy. 

The legislative Power: the Senate. — The country is 
divided into nine provinces, and from each province senators are 
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diosen in two ways, some directly by the people and some by 
Hut piOTiacial conncils, to the number of two for each province 
having less than 500,000 inhabitants, of three for each province 
having from 500,000 to 1,000,000 inhabitants, and of four for 
each province Laving more than 1,000,000 inhabitants. The num- 
ber of senators to Ije elected directly by the voters shall be equal 
to one half the iiuml^er of members of the- House of Representa- 
tives. 

Senators are elected for a term of eight years, one half being 
elected every four years. In case of dissolution the whole Senate 
is renewed. The Senate is then divided, one lialf serving for four 
years and the other for eight. The qualifications for senator are 
Belgian citizenship and residence, civil and jjolitical rights, the 
payment of at least 1200 francs direct taxes or the proprietor or 
usufructuary of real estate in Belgium, the assessed income of 
which amounts to at least 12,000 francs. In the provinces in 
which those eligible do not reach the proportion of one for every 
5000 inhabitants, there are added a sutficient number of the 
highest taxpayers to make this proportion. In the case of senators 
elected by the provincial council, there is no property qualification. 
Senators must he at least forty years of age ; they receive no 
salary or emoluments. Sons of the King, or if there be none, the 
Belgian princes of the branch of the royal family designated to 
succeed to the tlirone, are senators at the age of eighteen but have 
no vote until tlie age of twenty-five. 

House of Bepresentatives. — The members of the House 
are chosen by direct election for a term of four years, one half 
being elected every two years. In the event of a dissolution, the 
whole House is renewed and the members are divided into two 
groups, one of which serves for two years and the other for four. 

Plural voting exists for members both of the House and of the 
Senate. All male citizens twenty-five years of age and resident 
for one year in the same commune and not otherwise disqualified 
by law have the suffrage. An additional vote is given all 
married men, and Avidowers with children, who have reached the 
age of tliirt}’-five and pay a tax of not less than five francs as 
householcltirs, unless exempt on account of a profession, and like- 
wise to all those who have reached the age of twenty-ffve, who 
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own real estate of the value of at least 2000 francs or possess an 
income from land corresponding to such value, or are inscribed in 
the great book of the public debt or possess obligations of the 
Belgian savings bank bearing at least 100 francs interest. 

Two additional votes are given to citizens who have reaehed 
the age of twenty-five years and who hold a diploma from an in- 
stitutioji of higher instruction or a certificate showing the com- 
pletion of a eourse of secondary education of the higher degree or 
who hold or have held a public office or position or who practiee 
or have practiced a private profession which presupposes at least 
the knowledge imported in the secondary instruction of higher 
degree. TSut no one shall have more than three votes, and voting 
is obligatory under penalties ranging from a reprimand and a fine 
of twenty-five francs to a temi>orary dein’ivation of the right to 
vote and hold office. The system of proportional representation 
is employed. The number of representatives is fixed by law ac- 
cording to the i)opulation, but must not exceed one for every 
40,000 inhabitants. 

ftualifioations. — Members of the House must be Belgian 
citizens, resident in Belgium, and in the enjoyment of civil and 
political rights and at least twenfy-five years old. The compen- 
sation of members is 4000 francs a year and free transportation on 
government railroads from the place of residence to the city 
where the session is held. 

The King and the Ministers. — The succession to the 
throne, or rather to the constitutional powers of the King, is 
hereditary in the House of Saxe-Coburg according to the Salic 
law. The ])owers of the King are limited to those conferred by 
the constitution and the laws ; these he can exercise only through 
a responsible minister who must countersign all his decrees. 

The parliamentary system of government through responsible 
ministers is established by the constitution, and powers conferred 
upon the King are in reality the powers of the ministers who are 
responsible to the House of Kepresenteitives. The King ap- 
points and dismisses the ministers, but he must apjjoiut tliose who 
can secure support for their policies from a majority in the 
House of Eepresentatives, and he cannot in practice dismiss min- 
isters so long as they enjoy that support. The King approves 
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and promulgates the laws and must issue all regulations and de- 
crees necessary for the execution of the laws, but he cannot sus- 
pend or dispense with the laws. The King commands the military 
and naval forces, declares war, makes treaties of peace, alliance, 
and commerce, but treaties which may burden the state or bind 
Belgians individually take effect only after having received the 
approval of the two Houses. 

The Houses meet annually the second Tuesday in Kovember, 
but the King may summon them earlier ; he may dissolve one or 
both of the Houses and he may adjourn them, but not for longer 
than a month and not often er than once in a session without the 
consent of the Houses. 

The ministers are the leaders of the majority in the House of 
Bepresentatives and also the administrative heads of the depart- 
ments, of which there are ten : Foreign Affairs ; Interior ; Science 
and Arts; Agriculture; Industry and Labor; .lustice; Finance; 
Public AVorks ; AVar; and Ilailroads. Ministers have the right to 
appear and be heard in both Houses but can vote only in the 
House of which they are members. The Houses have the right 
to demand the presence of ministers. 

As under other systems of parliamentary government, the 
question and the interpellation are the normal means by which 
the Houses exercise control over the government. The question 
demands an answer from the minister but not a vote ; if a vote is 
demanded, it becomes an interpellation and there is a debate, 
followed by a vote. 

Committees. — The House is divided into six sections, re- 
newed every month by lot. Bills are referred to the sections for 
examination unless a special committee is appointed for a particu- 
lar bill. Each section appoints a reporter, and the six reporters, 
together with the president of the Chamber, form the central 
section, which in turn appoints its reporter. There are two per- 
manent committees of the House, elected by secret ballot at each 
session — a committee of finance and accounts and a committee of 
agriculture, industry, and commerce. The House also elects 
special committees whenever it sees tit, and this is the normal 
procedure in the Senate. 

The Judiciary. — The judicial system consists of a Court 
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of Cassation for the whole of Belgiuni, which sits at Brussels. Its 
members are apijoiiited by the King from two lists, one presented 
by the Court itself and the other by the Senate. Below the 
Court of Cassation are three courts of appeal, whose members are 
appointed by the King from two lists, one presented by these 
courts and the other by the provincial councils. Kext in sequence 
come the courts of first instance who are appointed by the King, 
but the presidents and vice-presidents of these courts are ap- 
pointed from two lists, one presented by the courts and the other 
by the jjrovincial council. In addition there are courts of assizes 
to hear criminal cases, military courts, courts of commerce and 
justices of the peace. All judges are appointed for life and no 
judge shall be deprived of his office or suspended till after trial 
and judgment. Nor can they be transferred except by a new ap- 
pointment and with their consent. Belgium differs from other 
continental countries in that it has no administrative courts but 
in this particular has followed the English system. 
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The Feadalizatian of Germany was in some points strongly 
contrasted with the fendalization of France. There was in Ger- 
many no Romaniaed subject population such as existed in Gaul, 
with habits which should enter like a leaven into the polity of 
their conquerors. Beyond the Rhine all were of one general 
kin, all bred to the same general customs. What was new 
there was the great Frankish kingship of Merowingian and 
Carolingian, — the new size and potency of the regal power bred 
amidst the readjustments of conquering migration by the domi- 
nant Franks. For tlie rest, there was at first the old grouping 
about elective or hereditary princes, the old tribal individualities 
of custom, the old organization into separate, semi-independent, 
self-governing communities. Feudalism came, not so much 
through fresh gift.s of land and novel growths of privilege based 
upon such fresh gifts, not so much through ‘benefice ’ and ‘com- 
mendation’ (pages 104-106, 108), as through the official organiza- 
tion of the Frankish monarchy. 

Official System of the Frankish Monarchy ; the Counts. — 
In order to exercise their kingly powers the more effectually, the 
Frankish monarchs adopted the natural plan, for ivhich there was 
Roman precedent, of delegating their functions to officers com- 
missioned to act as their representatives in various districts of 
their extensive domains. There does not seem to have heen any 
symmetrical division of the territory into districts to fit the official 
system. Here and there there were counts (Ch'afen), the king’s 
vicegerents in the exercise of the financial, judicial, and military 
prerogatives of overlordship; but the limits of their jurisdiction 
were not always sharply defined. There were, for one thing, 
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many exemptions from their authority within the general dis- 
tricts allotted them. There were the dignity and pretensions 
of provincial princes to be respected, more important still, there 
were the claims of tlie great landowners to a special jurisdiction 
and independent lordship of their o\vn to be regarded. As i. 
matter of policy such claims were generally allowed. The 
demesnes of the greater landowners w'ere cut out from the ad- 
ministrative territory of the count and given separate political 
functions. Barons, such as we have seen in France, — local 
autocrats with law courts and a petty sovereigut\' of their own, 
— were freely created. The king apparently could not deny 
them the ‘ immunities ’ they demanded. 

The Magistracy of Office and the Magistracy of Proprietor- 
ship. — There thus grew up, side by side, a double magistracy — 
a magistracy of office and a magistracy of proprietorship. The 
count ruled by virtue of his office; the baron by virtue of his 
landed possessions : there wei-e lords by privilege, and lords by 
commission. As time went on the two sets of magnates drew 
nearer and nearer to the possession of a common character 
through an interchange of qualities. The office of count tended 
more and more to become hereditary and to connect itself with 
the ownership of large estates. Heredity of title and prerogative 
was the almost irresistible fashion of the age : the men of great- 
est individual consequence, besides, — the men who were fit be- 
cause of their individual weight to Ice delegated to exercise the- 
royal authority, — were commonly the men of large properties. 
Either there went, therefore, along with the graf.ship, gifts of 
land, or else men already sufficiently' endowed with lands were 
given the grafship : and as the office connecited itself with }U'o- 
prietorship it took from proprietorship its invariable quality of 
heredity. This was the double process : counts became heredi- 
tary territorial lords ; and hereditary territorial lords acquired 
either the grafship itself or powers quite as great. 

Hereditary Chiefs. — Add to this hierarchy the more 
ancient dukes of the tribes, and the tale of greater lords is com- 
plete. These dukes were, by traditional title at least, rulers 
of the once self-governing communities which Prankish ascen- 
dency had in the days of conquest united under a common author- 
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ity. In many eases, no doubt, they retained a vital local sway. 
They were intermediate, in the new political order, between the 
king and the barons. 

Full Development of Territorial Sovereignty. — By the 

thirteenth century German feudalization was complete. Dukes, 
counts, and barons bad all alike Income lords within their own 
territories (Landesherren). Bishops and abbots, too, as in France, 
had entered the competition for power and become themselves 
coimts and barons. That territorial sovereignty, that private 
ownership of political authority which is the distinguishing mark 
of feudalism, and which we have seen so fully developed in 
France, is present in as full development here in Germa;ny also. 
But the elements of the development are very different in the 
two countries. In France we have seen the appointment of royal 
delegates come after the perfecting of feudalism and lead, through 
the gradual concentration of judicial and other authority in the 
king’s hands, to the undermming and final overthrow of baronial 
sovereignty (pp. 195, 197). In Germany, on the contrary, the 
royal representatives, appointed while feudalism was taking shape, 
themselves entered and strengthened the baronage, quitting their 
dependent functions as officials for the independent privileges 
of territorial lords. 

The Markgraf. — One office especially fostered feudal in- 
dependence in Germany. Outside the hierarchy I have described, 
and standing in special relations with the king, was the Mark- 
graf, — the count of the march or border, set to defend the kmg- 
dom against inroads by hostile peoples. He was of conrse chosen 
chiefly because of his capacity in war, and was of the most im- 
perative, masterful soldier breed of the times. To him, too, were 
necessarilyvouchsafed from the first extraordinary powers. He 
was made virtual dictator in the unsettled, ill-ordered border dis- 
trict which he was appointed to hold against foreign attack ; and 
he was freely given all the territory he could conquer and bring 
under the nominal authority of the king. It was thus that the 
Mark Brandenburg spread itself out to the northeast, to become 
at last a great kingdom, and that the Ostmark, established by 
Charles the Great as a barrier against the Hungarians, increased 
till it became the great state of Austria. The Markgraf was not 
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long in becoming virtually a ruler in his own right, little dis- 
turbed by the nominal suzerainty of a distant monarch, and pos- 
sessed by fast hereditary right of the titles and powers which 
would one day make of him a veritable king. 

The Empire. — Charles the Great set for his successors 
the example of a wide rule and a Eomau title. But for many 
a long age it seemed as if he had left behind him nothing but a 
tradition and a scheme of power which no man was able to take 
up. His great empire fell to pieces, never to be put together 
again, except as it seemed to rise once more for a little space in 
the days of Charles V. Even the greater fragments of it fell 
apart beyond the Ehine, shattered by the disintegrating forces 
of feudalism. But the name and shadow of the imperial power 
persisted from age to age with a strange vitality. First a line 
of Saxon princes, then men- of the Franconian house, after them 
the masterful Hohenstaufen essayed the office Charles had made 
great, wielding such authority as they could as power came and 
went amidst the shifting scene of German politics. Finally the 
succession fell to the house of Habsburg, who were building a 
veritable kingdom together upon the southern skirts of Germany, 
where the Ostmark had grown to be Austria. As their strength 
increased, their presidency amidst the German states became an 
unmistakable power of command, and Germany had at last a 
leader, if not a master. 

The Imperial Cities. — While the imperial power lan- 
guished a notable thing happened. Germany gave birth to great 
free cities, set like independent states in the midst of their weak 
neighbors. The cities of the Empire had, as feudalism devel- 
oped, fallen into its order in two classes. Some of them held 
their privileges of the Emperor himself, were his immediate vas- 
sals; others were subordinated to some feudal lord and were sub- 
jects of the Empire only through him. The position of those 
immediately dependent upon the Emperor was much more advan- 
tageous than the position of those who had lesser and nearer 
masters. The imperial supervision was apt to be much less 
exacting than the overlordship of princes who, having less wide 
interests to care for than those which busied the Emperor, could 
render their power greater by concentration. They were always 
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near at hand and jealous of any movement of independence on the 
part of the towns within their domain; the Emperor, on the other 
hand, was often far away and never by possibility so watchful. 
He was represented always by some deputy; but the presence 
of this officer did not greatly curtail municipal self-government. 
In the thirteenth century even this degree of control was got 
rid of at the suit of some of the cities. They were allowed to 
become ‘free’ imperial cities, bound to the Emperor only by 
sworn allegiance, not by any bonds of actual government. The 
next step in the acknowledgment of their independence and im- 
portance was their admission to representation in the Diet of the 
Empire, — and such recognition was not long delayed. The role 
of these great free cities in imperial affairs became one of the 
most important of the many independent roles played on the 
confused stage of that troubled time. Liibeck, Hamburg, and 
Bremen retain to this day a certain privilege of position as free 
cities in the German Empire. 

484. The Swiss Coniederation. — Almost at the very time that 
the Habsburgs first won the iinpfcrial crown and acquired the duchy of 
Austria, some of their Swiss dependencies broke away from them, and 
established an independence never since permanently broken. Schwyz, 
Uri, and Unterwalden, the sturdy little mountain communities grouped 
about the southern end of quiet Lucerne, with whose struggle for freedom 
the glorious story of the Swiss Confederation begins, contained some part 
of the estates of the Counts of Habsburg, whose hereditary domain.’' 
touched the other end of Lucerne, .and stretched wide to the north about 
the further shore of Lake Geneva, and southward again on the West. The 
region of the Alps contained the notable imperial cities of Zurich, Berne. 
Basle, and Schaffhausen ; and Schwyz, Uri, and Unterwalden claimed to 
be immediate vassals of the Emperor, as these cities were. The Counts 
of Hahsburg, in despite of this claim, sought to reduce t'-cm to .jubmission 
to themselves. The result was a long struggle in wliiuh tlie tliree littL 
cantons, at first joined only by their neighbor canton. Lucerne, but after- 
wards by Zurich, Glarus, Zug, and Berne, were eventually completely 
victorious. By the formation of this famous league of free cantons and 
cittes, at 'iirst known as the “ Old League of High Germany,” but ulti- 
mately as Switzerland (the land of Schwyz), there emerged from the 
German Empire one of the most interesting states known to history. It 
may be said to have been the offspring of the disintegrating forces of the 
Empire, — a living proof of its Inccherence. 
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Austria’s Bival, Prussia. — While Austria’s power was ou 
the make a formidable rival hod grown up in the north, out of 
the North Mark established in the tenth century as the Empire’s 
barrier against the Ai'ends. JMeii of energy and daring had 
steadily 23ushed forward the eastern boundaries of the Mark until 
it had become a great territory, the Mark Brandenburg. In the 
fifteenth century the niarkgrafship fell into the hands of a race 
more capable than the llabsburgs, tlie Hohenzollerns of Nurem- 
berg. Under them it waxed greater yet alike in territory and in 
organized power : took in Prussia, the district from which it 
was to get its later name, and got ready for the role it was to 
play in the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries. 
In 1640 Frederic William, the Great Elector (l(i40-1688), came 
ujjon the stage, to make his jjower a determining element in 
the politics of Euroim. His son was Frederic, the first ‘ king in 
Prussia.’ 

Frederic the Great. — Frederic, the first king of Prussia, 
governed from 1088 to 1713. His son, Frederic William I. 
(1713-1740), rounded out Brandenburg’s possessions and hoarded 
the money and prepared the army with which his son, Frederic 
the Great (1740-1780), was to comj)lete the greatness of Prussia. 
Frederic took Silesia from Austria, and then, joining in the 
heartless and scandalous partition of Poland in 1772, filled up the 
gap between Brandenburg and East Prussia with West Prussia 
and the Netze district. The second and third jiartitions of friend- 
less Poland in 1793 and 1795 added to Prussia the district now 
known as Posen and a part of East Prussia. , 

Prussia was at last ready for her final rivalry with Austria for 
the leadership of Germany. But first there was to be the great 
storm of the Napoleonic wars, which was to sweeji away so much 
that was old in German political arrangements, and create the 
proper atmosjiheric conditions for German nationality. 

Napoleon: the Confederacy of the Bhine. — One of the 
earliest acts of Napoleon in his contest with Austria and Prussia 
was to isolate these two great German states by thrusting between 
tliem a barrier of smaller^ German states attached to the French 
interest. So little coherent was Germany, so little had the Em- 
jiire made of the Germans a single nation, that N.ajioleon was 
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able to detach from all alliauce with either Austria or Prussia 
every one of the Geruiau states except Brunswick and the elec- 
torate of Hesse. Of these the chief were the kingdoms of Bavaria 
and Wurtteiiiberg and the grand-duchy of Baden. Hapoleon 
organized out of these allies the so-called ‘Confederacy of the 
Rhine,’ of which he constituted himself ‘Protector,’ and which 
lasted from 1806 till 1813. 

The year 1806 had marked also the formal end of the 
‘ Holy Roman Empire ’ over which the Habsburgs had so long 
presided. The eighteenth century had witnessed a notable de- 
cline in their power; the sweeping conquests of Napoleon put 
them at his mercy ; and in 1806 Francis of Austria was forced to 
abdicate and forever renounce the imperial office. There was no 
more to be a German Empire till Prussia should draw one about 
her, and Austria be once for all ousted from her place of leader- 
ship in Germany. 

The German Confederation (1815-1866). — Despite the 
ease with which lie at first divided Germany in order to conquer 
it, Napoleon discovered at last that he had himself aroused there 
a national feeling which was to cast him out and ruin him. In 
1813 Germany rose, the Confederacy of the Rhine went to pieces, 
and all Napoleon’s plans were undone. He had done Germany 
the inestimable service of making her patriotic. The Congress 
of Vienna, wliicli met at the close of the Napoleonic wars to 
recompose Europe, could not revivify the German Empire : that 
had been dead for some time before Napoleon forced a winding 
up of its affairs. But Germany was not to remain disintegrate. 
The year 1815 witnessed the formation of a new union of the Ger- 
man states, the German Confederation, which, loose as it seemed, 
held them more closely together than they had been held for many 
generations. Austria was the president of the Confederation. 
The organ of government was a Diet of ambassadors from the 
thirty-nine component states (kingdoms, duchies, cities, princi- 
palities) authorized to mediate between the states in all matters 
of common concern; and the Confederation maintained an army 
of thirty thousand men. The arrangement was little enough like 
national union : the large states had a preponderant representation 
in the Diet, Austria dominating all; and each state, whether great 
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or small, was suffered to go its own way, make its own alliances, 
and fight its own wars, if only it refrained from injuring any one 
of the Confederates or the interests of the Confederation. But 
there was sufiicient cohesion to keep the states together while 
German national feeling grew, and while the political revolutions 
of the century (1830 and 1848) liberalized political institutions. 

Period of Constitutional Eeform. — By 1848 most of the 
German states, except Prussia, granted constitutions to their 
people. In the same year a ‘ German ITational Parliament ’ met 
at Frankfort (the seat of the Diet of the Confederation) and 
attempted to formulate a plan for more perfect union under the 
leadership of Prussia ; hut its leaders proposed much more than 
was possible, the time was not yet ripe, and the attempt failed. 
Still earlier, in 1833, Prussia had led in the formation of a ‘ Cus- 
toms Union’ (Zollvereht) between herself and alD the states of 
the Confederation except Austria, which laid a free-trade basis for 
those subsequent political arrangements from which also Austria 
was to be excluded. In 1850 Prussia received from the hands of 
her king the forms, at least, of a liberal government, with i)arlia- 
nientary institutions. 

The ITorth German Confederation (1867-1871). — Finally, 
in 1866, came the open breach between Prussia and Austria. 
The result was a six weeks’ war in which Austria was completely 
defeated and humiliated. The Confederation of 1815 fell to 
pieces ; Prussia drew about her the Protestant states of Northern 
Germany in a ‘ North German Confederation ’ ; the middle states, 
Bavaria, lA'urttemberg, Baden, etc., held off for a while to thenl- 
selves ; and Austria found herself finally excluded from German 
political arrangements. 

Austria out of Germany. — Thereafter Austria, originally 
predominantly German, devoted herself to the fruitless task of 
amalgamating the various nationalities of Southeast Europe under 
her hegemony, and so became in large part a non-German state. 
Prussia became the head and front of Germany, in her stead. 
Meantime Prussia has grown more than one-fifth in territory. 
The rearrangement at Vienna in 1815 gave her Swedish Pom- 
merania and the northern half of Saxony ; the war of 1866 gained 
* The Union ilul not at first include this ‘ all,’ hut it did eventually. 
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for her the possession of Schleswig-Holstein, Hannover, Hesse- 
Cassel, Hesse-Nassau, and Frankfort. 

The German Empire. — The finishing impulse was given 
to the new processes of union by the Franco-Prussian war of 
1870-1871. Prussia’s successes in that contest, won, as it seciuecl, 
in the interest of German patriotism, broke the coldness of the 
middle states towards their great northern neighbor ; they joined 
the rest of Germany ; and the German Empire was formed 
(Palace of Versailles, January 18, 1871). 

Govebnmknt' op the Empire. 

Austria and Germany ; Character of the German Empire. 

— When he ceased to be Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire 
(1806), Francis I. still remained Emperor of Austria. He had 
assumed that title in 1804; and there became in full form, — 
what there had long been in reality, — an Austrian Empire. In 
1871 there arose by its side a new German Empire, but the two 
empires were thoroughly unlike one another. The Austrian 
Empire, though wearing the form of a dual monarchy as Austria- 
Hungary, was composed of the hereditary possessions of the 
House of Habsburg; the German Empire, on the other hand, 
was a federal state composed of four kingdoms, six grand-duchies, 
five duchies, seven principalities, three free cities, and the im- 
perial domain of Alsace-Lorraine, these lands being united in a 
great ‘ corporation of public law ’ under the hereditary presidency 
of the king of Prussia as German Emperor. 

The four kingdoms were Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, and Wllrt- 
temberg; the grand-duchies, Baden, Hesse, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
Saxe-Weimar, Oldenburg, and Mecklenburg-Strelitz ; the duchies, 
Brunswiek, Saxe-Meiningen, Anhalt, Saxe-Coburg, and Saxe-Alten- 
burg ; the principalities, Waldeck, Lippe, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, 
Sohwarzburg-Sondershausen, Reuss-elder line, Schaumberg-Lippe, 
and Reuss-younger line; the free cities, Hamburg, LUbeck, and 
Bremen. 

The Central German States and the Empire. — The first 
step towards the new union ’\vas taken in 1870, when Baden, 
Bavaria, and Wurttemberg, fearing that the object of Napoleon 
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III. was to conquer the central German states or renew the Con- 
federation of the Ehine, decisively espoused the side of Prussia 
and the Iforth German Coufederatiou. \Vhile the siege of Paris 
was in progress these three states sent delegates to King William 
at Versailles and formally united themselves with their northern 
compatriots : the North German Confederation became the Ger- 
man Confederation, with King William as president. Almost 
immediately, thereafter, the influences of the time carried the Con- 
federates a step farther : the president-king was crowned Emperor, 
and the German Confederation l)eeame the German Empire.i 

The Character of the Empire. — These changes of mem- 
bership and of title did not, however, change the character or, at 
first, the constitution of the union. It remained a federal state, 
and the king of Prussia was still its president only ; he was not 
its monarch. Its make-up and poAvers Avere not radically altered. 
Prussia, indeed, Avas very great : in territory nearly three times 
as large as all the other states of the union put together, her 
2Jopulatio]i three-fifths that of all Germany; and the king of 
Pmssia had other means of mastery than those afforded by the 
law. Put as Emperor he occupied not an hereditary throne, but 
only an hereditary office. Sovereignty did not reside in him, 
hut “ in the union of German federal princes and the free cities.” 
He was the chief officer of a great 2)olitical cor2)oratiou, Avhose 
object it Avas to “ form an eternal union for the jjrotectiou of the 
realm and the care of the Avelfare of the German people.” 

The Emperor. — Still his constitutional prerogatives Avere 
of the most eminent kind. He AVtis irresponsible : he could not be 
removed, his office belonging inalienably to the throne of Prussia. 
He summoned, ojjened, adjourned, and closed the tAVO Houses 
of the federal legislature, the Bimdesrat and the Reichstag, the 
latter of Avhich he could also, with the consent of the Bundesrat, 
dissolve. He appointed, and might at his jAleasure remove, the 
Imperial Chancellor, Avho Avas both the vital centre of all impe- 
rial administration and the chairman of the Bundesrat ; and he 
appointed also, under the countersignature of the Chancellor, all 
minor officers of the imijerial service, Avhom, Avith a like coopera- 
tion of the Chancellor, he might also dismiss. He controlled the 
1 The uoiisUluliou of the Euipire hears date April lU, 1S71. 
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foreign affairs of tlie Empire and commanded its vast military 
forces ; and in this latter capacity, of commander-in-chief of the 
imperial army, it rested with him, acting at the suggestion of tlie 
Bundesrat, to coerce into obedience such states of the Empire 
as might at any time wilfully and pertinaciously neglect to fuliil 
their federal duties. He had, in brief, to the fullest extent, both 
the executive and the representative functions now characteristic 
of the head of a powerful constitutional state. There were dis- 
tinct limits to his power as Emperor, limits which marked and 
emphasized the federal character of the Empire ; but those limits 
nevertheless lay abmidantly wide apart. Adding, as he did, to 
his powers as hereditary president of the Empire his command- 
ing privileges as king of Prussia and, as king of Prussia, the 
dominant member of the Union, he possessed no slight claim to 
be regarded as the most powerful ruler of our time. 

Sovereignty of the Empire in Legislation. — So complete, 
so unlike that of a mere confederation, was the union of German 
states that the sovereign legislative power of the Empire was 
almost unlimited. The constitution could be amended by the 
federal legislature; amendment might change all the existing 
allotments of power as between the federal and the state govern- 
ments ; powers reserved to the states could, except in one or two 
instances in which they were explicitly guaranteed, be withdrawn 
from them without their consent. The individual states virtually 
retained their general rights “ only by sufferance of the Empire.” ^ 
Amendments of the constitution were not submitted either to the 
people or to the governments of the states : nor were they passed 
by any special or j)eculiar procedure, as in France (p. 401). They 
were originated and acted upon as ordinary laws would be. The 
only limitations put upon their passage were, first, that fourteen 
negative votes in the Bundearat would defeat a proposed amend- 
ment, and, second, that no state could be deprived of any right 
guaranteed to it by the constitution, without its own consent. 
From the first the legislative power of the Empire covered the 
entire field of the law of contracts, of commercial law, and of 
criminal law ; and by an amendment of December 20, 1873, it was 

* Laband, Das Staatsrecht des deutschen lieiches ( Marcpiardisen’.s Uavd- 
buch), p. 22. 
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extended to the whole field of civil law as well. Tor some time 
it did not exercise its power over the whole domain of these great 
subjects, but it later enacted, besides full codes of commercial and 
criminal law, an exhaustive civil code which brought practically all 
of private law under the statutes of the imperial government. 

The Bundesrat : its Composition and Character. — The 
central and characteristic organ of the Empire was the Bundesrat, 
the Federal Council, which was alike in make-up and function, 
the lineal successor of the Diet of the older Confederation. In 
form, in theory, and indeed in fact, the Bundesrat was a body of 
ambassadors. Its members represented the governments of the 
states from which they came, and were accredited to the Emperor 
as diplomatic agents, plenipotentiary chargis d’affaires, to whom 
he must extend the same protection that was extended to the like 
representatives of foreign states. It was a fundamental conception 
of the German constitution that “ the body of German sovereigns 
together with the senates of the three free cities, considered as a 
unit, — tanquam unum corpus, — is the repository of imperial 
sovereignty ” ; i and the Bundesrat was the organ of this body. 
It was therefore the organ through which the sovereignty of the 
Empire was expressed. The Emperor did not exercise sovereignty : 
he only shared it as king of Prussia, so far as the Empire was con- 
cerned, and took part in its exercise only through the Prussian 
members of the Bundesrat. It followed, of course, from this prin- 
ciple that the members of the Bundesrat were only the agents of 
their governments, and acted under instructions from them, making 
regular reports of the proceedings of the Bundesrat to their home 
administrations. The votes of a state were valid, whether cast by 
its representatives in accordance with their instructions or not ; 
but the delegates were responsible for every breach of instructions 
to their home authorities. In practice they were generally them- 
selves members of the governments they represented, entrusted 
also with high administrative functions at home, and represent- 
ing their governments in the local legislative bodies of their own 
states, as well as in the Bundesrat. The Bundesrat was thus 
used, as it was intended to be, and as it was used under the some- 
what looser forms of the earlier Confederation, as a body of con, 
> Labaud, p. 40. 
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Bultation and guidance, a larger sort of imperial cabinet, in which 
the responsible ministers of the several states drew together to 
determine ail questions of general interest, whether they afEected 
the making or the administration of the laws. 

Representation of the States in the Bundesrat. — The 
states of the Empire were unequally represented, according to 
their size. Prussia had seventeen votes ; Bavaria six ; Saxony 
and^Wurttemberg four each ; Baden, Hesse and Alsace-Lorraine,' 
each three ; ^Mecklenburg-Sohwerin and Brunswick each two ; 
the other seventeen states one apiece. The votes of each state 
which was entitled to more than one vote were cast together as a 
unit, and each such stsite could cast her full vote whether or not 
it had its full number of representatives present. 

Members were sent and withdrawn at the pleasure of tlieir 
respective governments, like the responsible agents they were ; 
and their constant responsibility made formal instruction as to 
their votes upon particular measures for the most part un- 
necessary. The smaller states found the duty of maintaining 
representatives at times very onerous ; and, inasmuch as it was 
not required by law that their delegates should be chosen from 
among their own citizens, it bectune a common practice for them 
to serve e(!ononiy and their own convenience by combining to 
maintain joint rejiresentatives. G-roups of them combined, and 
each group delegated its powers to a single person, who was 
authorized to represent them seveixilly. 

The signiliciiuce of the constitutional provision that amend- 
ments to the constitution could not pass even if there be fourteen 
negative votes cast in the Bundesrat is cpiite evident. A com- 
bination of the small states could in theory defeat any organic 
cliange of law proposed by the large states ; and Prussia alone 
(iould bar any iimendment to which she was opposed. The seven- 
teen votes of Prussia on tlie one side and the seventeen votes of 
the small sbites on tlie other might be said, were there any real 
offset to the jwwer of Prussia, to have constituted the central 
balance of the system, but the control by Prussia of the four 
additional votes destroyed even the semblance of a balance. 

' The cue vote of AVaUleck \v;is perimuieuUy iii the hands of the King of 
l’i'U.s.siii and the three votes of Alsace-Lorndne were controlled by Rrus.sia. 
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Fanctions of the fiundesrat. — Tlie Jiimdenral occupied a 
position in the German system in some respects not unlike that 
which the Roman Senate held in the government of Rome. It 
was, so to say, the residuary legatee of the constitution. All 
functions not spe'Ciiically entrusted to any other constitutional 
authority remained with it, and no power was in principle 
foreign to its jurisdiction. It had a composite character, and 
was the presiding organ of the Empire. It was at one and the 
same time an administrative, a legislative, and a judicial body. 

In its legislative capacity, it presided over the whole course of 
lawmaking. The Reichstag had the right to originate measures, 
but, as a matter of practice, originated very few. Most bills first 
passed the Bviulesrat and went with its sanction to the Reichstag. 
If passed by the people’s house, they were returned to the 
Bundesrat, and there once more iulopted. All the more im- 
portant legislation, moreover, was framed by the imperial officials 
and presented to the Bundesrat by tlio Chancellor, who was not 
only president of the federal chamber but also chief of the 
Prussian delegation. Prussia, therefore, in reality presided over 
the process of legislation. Hers was the chief initiative ; and the 
federal chamber, in which she controlled twenty-one votes, was 
the usual source of every great measure. The Reichstag had, of 
course, the right of amendment, and sometimes exercised it ; but 
nothing that it suggested could become law without the assent of 
the guiding and overseeing Bundesrat. The consent of the 
Bundesrat, as well as of the Reichdag, was necessary to every 
treaty which affected any matter that fell within the legislative 
powers of the Empire. 

The measures sent down from the Bundesrat to the Reichstag 
were generally advocated there, if not by the chancellor himself, 
by members of the federal chamber specially delegated for that 
purpose; and the Reichstag was usually kept advised of the 
amendments which the Bundesrat would accept. All members 
of the Bundesrat had, however, the right to be present in the 
Reichstag, and to express the views of their governments upon 
its floor concerning pending legislation, even when the views 
were not those which had been accepted by the majority in the 
Bundesrat. 
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The administrative function of the federal chamber may be 
summed up in the word oversight. It considered all defects or 
needs which discovered themselves in the administrative arrange- 
ments of the Empire in the course of the execution of the laws, 
and might, in all cases where that duty had not been otherwise be- 
stowed, formulate the necessary regulation to cure such defects 
and meet such needs. It had, moreover, a voice in the choice of 
some of the most important ofB.cers of the imperial service. It 
nominated or elected the members of the Court of Accounts, of 
the Supreme Court of the Empu’e (Reichsgericht), and of the 
‘ Chamber of Discipline,’ as well as the officials who administered 
the imperial pension funds, and those who constituted the direc- 
tory of the Imperial Bank. It confirmed the nomination, also, 
either directly or through one of its committees, of consuls and 
of the officers who exercise the imperial control over the duties 
and taxes laid by the states under laws of the Empire. The con- 
sent of the Bimdesrat was also necessary to a declaration of war '■ 
(except in case of invasion, when the Emperor could act alone), 
to a dissolution of the Reichstag during a legislative period, and 
to coercive action against a state of the Empire. 

The judicial functions of the Bundesrat sprang in part out of 
its character as the chief administrative council of the Empire. 
When acting as such a council, many of its conclusions partook 
of the nature of decisions of a supreme administrative court of 
appeaU But its jurisdiction as a court was much wider than ques- 
tions of administration. It could declare a state of the Empire 
delinquent, and order execution to issue against it. It was the 
court of highest instance in every case of the denial of justice to 
an individual in a state court arising out of a defect or deficiency 
in the law of the state ; it being within its competence in such a 
case to compel the state to cure the deficiency and afford the 
suitor the proper remedy. It was the court of appeal in all cases 
of dispute between the imperial government and a state, and in 
all cases arising between two or more states of the Empire which 
involved not mere private law questions (such cases go to the or- 
dinary civil courts), but points of public law. 

1 That this power was illusory is shown by the declaration of war in 1914 
when the Bundesrat was not in session. 
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In ease it could not agree upon a conclusion in such disputes, the 
whole legislative power was brought into play and a law was passed 
covering the matter in controversy. If in any case it considered it- 
self unfitted by its organization, or for any other reason, to act 
as a court in controversies brought before it, it might delegate its 
judicial powers to a court or to experts. This it did in 1877 with 
reference to the dispute between Prussia and Saxony concerning 
the. Berlin-Dresden railway. ‘ 

Organization of the Bundesrat. — The Imperial Chan- 
cellor was chairman of the Bundesrat. He was appointed by the 
king of Prnssia, and he must also be one of Prussia’s seventeen 
representatives, — for it is the better opinion among German con- 
stitutional lawyers that the Chancellor’s membership in the federa'* 
chamber was necessary to his presidency of the body. In case of 
a tie vote, the Chaneellor’s vote was decisive : that is to say, the 
side on which Prussia’s votes were cast prevailed, for her vote must 
be undivided: — the Chancellor’s vote was not his own, but was 
one-seventeenth part of Prussia’s whole vote. 

Inasmuch as it was not merely the legislative but also the ad- 
ministrative organ of the Empire, the Bundesrat might be convened 
without the Beichstag. It must be called together if one-third of 
its members demanded a session. Its business, moreover, was 
continuous from session to session, being taken up at each session 
where it was left off at the last : an arrangement by which it gained 
both efficiency and expedition in action. Its sessions were secret : 
for it preserved the reserve of a guiding cabinet. Its compro- 
mises and quarrels did not go abroad. 

Imperial law made no provision with regard to a quorum in the 
Bundesrat. It is believed by German jurists, however, that its 
Imsiness could go forward, after proper notice, if only the Chan- 
cellor, its president, were present. No state could cast its vote 
upon any question in which it was not interested. 

Committees. — The Bundesrat followed the practice of other 
deliberative bodies in referring various matters to special com- 
mittees of its members. It had, too, like other bodies,’certain stand- 
ing committees. These were four: one on Alsace-Lorraine, one on 
the Constitution, one on the Order of Business, and one on Bail- 
road Freight Kates 


1 Labaud, p. 43, n. 
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Mucli more important tlian these, however, were eight delega- 
tions of its members which, though called committees, may be more 
properly described as Commissions, for, like the executive commit- 
tee of our own Congress under the old Confederation (p. 288), thej’ 
continued to sit during the recesses of the chamber which they in 
a sense represented. Of these Commissions two were appointed by 
the Emperor, namely a Commission “for the Land Forces and 
Fortifications ” and a Commission “for Naval Affairs ” : five were 
chosen yearly by the Biindest'oA, namely, those “on Tariffs and 
Taxation,” “for Trade and Commerce,” “for Railways, Posts, 
and Telegraphs,” “on Justice,” and “on Accounts” {liechnungs- 
ivesen) ; the eighth and most important, the “ Commission on 
Foreign Affairs,” consisted of the representatives of Bavaria, 
Saxony, and Wilrttemberg, and of two other members chosen by 
the liundesrat. At least five states must be represented on each 
of these Commissions, and Prussia must always be one of the five, 
except in the ease of the Commission on Foreign Affairs. On this 
last Prussia needed no reijresentation ; she had committed to her, 
through her king who is also Emperor, the whole conduct of the 
foreign affairs of the Empire; the Commission was appointed 
simply to watch the course o' iiiteniational relations, and to inform 
the several states of the posture of foreign affairs from time to 
time. “ It has to prepare no conclusion for the Buvdesrat and to 
make Jio repoj-ts to it : it serves to receive communications concern- 
ing the foreign affairs of the Empire and to exchange opinions with 
the imperial administration concerning” those affairs.* Its action 
was thus independent of its comiectioii with the Bundesmt; and 
this is the chief point of contrast between it and the other Com- 
missions. Their duties were principally to the Bundesrat; they 
for the most part only made reports to it. 

Besides their right to representation on the Commission on 
Foreign Affairs, of which Bavaria had the presidency, Wiirttem- 
berg, Ifavaria, and Saxony had also the right to aj)pointments on 
the Commissions for Land Forces and Fortifications and for Naval 
Affairs which it was the privilege of the Emperor to name. 
Prussia was entitled to the presidency of all the Commissions ex- 
cept that on Foreign Affairs. Each state represented had one 

' Lab.aiid, ii. 40. 
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vote in the actioii of a Commission, and a simple majority 
controlled. 

The Seichstag : its Character and Competence. — It would 
lead to very serious misconceptions to regard the Bmulesrat and 
the Reichstag as simply the two houses of the imperial legislature, 
unlike each other only in some such way as our Senate and House 
of Representatives are unlike, only, /. e., because the ujuier house 
was differently constituted and was entrusted with a certain share 
in functions not legislative. Properly conceived, the Bundesrat 
and Reichstag stood upon a very different footing with reference 
to each other. The Bundesrat Wiis the sovereign orgtin of the 
Empire, the authoritative representative of tlie “ body of German 
sovereigns and the senates of the free cities.” Though it in- 
itiated most of the legislation of the Empire, legislation was no 
more jieculiarly its business than was the suxierintendence of ad- 
ministration or the exercise of judicial functions. It, as part of 
the administration, governed ; the Reichstag, as representing the 
Gernian people, was supposed to control. The control of the 
Reichstag was exercised, not only through its participation in 
legislation, but also through the giving or withholding of its sanc- 
tion to certain ordinances to whose validity the constitution made 
its concurrence nece.ssary ; through its 2)Ower of refusing to jmss 
the necessary laws for the execution of treaties of which it does 
not aiJiu’ove ; through its right to iiniuire into the conduct of 
aifairs ; and through its right of remonstrance. Its powers were 
not enumerated ; they were, exercised in one form or another, 
in theory as wide as the actirdtie.s of tlie Empire. The legislative 
competence of the Einjiire was, after 187.3, legally unlimited as to 
in’ivate law : it covered the whole held of civil and crimmal 
enactment. 

Composition of the Reichstag. — The /fetu/tstop represented, 
not the states, or the peoi)le of the several states regarded sepa- 
rately, but the whole German peojde. Reijresentation was dis- 
tributed on the basis of about one representative to every one 
hundred and thirty-one thousand inhabitants. Representatives 
were, however, elected by districts, one for each district, and no 
district could cross a state line and include territory lying in more 
than one state. If, therefore, any state of the Empire had less 
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than one hundred and thirty-one thousand inhabitants, it must, 
nevertheless, be constituted a district and send a representative to 
the Beichstag. 

The Beichstag consisted (1917) of three hundred and ninety- 
seven members ; and of this number Prussia returned two hundred 
and thirty-five, about three-fifths of the whole number. The elec- 
toral districts were fixed so long ago that Berlin, though it had 
grown to possess more than two million inhabitants, had only six 
iiieinljers in the Reichstag. 

The members of the Beichstag were elected for a term of five 
years by universal suffrage and secret ballot. The voting age in 
Germany was twenty-live years ; and that was also the earliest 
age of eligibility to the Reichstag. 

The electiun districts were determined in the nortliern states according 
to laws passed under the North German Confederation ; in Bavaria, by the 
Bavarian legislature ; in the other southern states, by the Bundesrat. The 
subdivisions of the districts, the voting precincts, were determined by the 
mlmlnistratiuns of the states. 

An absolute majority was retpured for election, as in France (p. 162). 
In case no candidate received such a majority, the commissioner of election 
— an officer appointed by the state administration for each district — 
ordered a new election to take place within fourteen days after the official 
publication of the result of the first, the voting to be for tbe two candi- 
dates who received tlie liigliest uiunber of votes. Should this second elec- 
tion result in a tie, tlie lot decided. 

Election to the Beichstag took place, not on days set by statute, 
but on days appointed by executive decree. For the Beichstag 
could be dissolved by the Emperor, with the consent of the Bund- 
esrat (by a vote in which Prussia concurred) before the completion 
of its regular term of five years. 

In case of a dissolution, it was required that a new election 
must be ordered within sixty days, and the Reichstag must re- 
assemble within ninety days. The Emperor could also adjourn 
the Beichstag without its own consent (or, in English phrase, pro- 
rogue it) once during any session, for not more than thirty days. 

Sessions of the Reichstag. — The Reichstag met at the call 
of the Emperor, who must call it together at least once each year ; 
and who might convene it oftener. He must summon at the same 
time the Bundesrat. The sessions of the Beich.stagweie public j it 
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was not within its choice to make them private. A private session 
was regarded as, legally, only a private conference of the members 
of the Beichutag, and could have no public authority’' whatever. 

Membera of tlie Reichstag who accepted a salaried office under the 
Empire or one of the states, or an imperial or state office of higher rank 
or power than any they may have held when elected, were compelled to 
resign and offer them.selves for refilection. 

Organization of the Beichstag. — The Reichstag elected its 
own president, vice-presidents (2), and secretaries. For the 
facilitation of its business, it divided itself by lot, for the session, 
into seven ‘ Sections ’ (Abteilungen), each Section being made to 
contain, as nearly as might be, the same number of members as 
each of the others. These Sections divided among them the work 
of verifying the election of members and the choice of special 
committees. The Reichstag had no standing committees; but 
from time to time, as convenience suggested, temporary commit- 
tees were named, whose duty it was to prepare information for the 
body, which they presented in reports of a general nature. These 
committees it was which the Sections selected. Each Section con- 
tributed its quota of membex's to each committee. The party 
leaders, however, always determined beforehand the division of 
places on the Committees and the Sections merely did their will 
in the matter. (lovernment bills, moreover, were not referred to 
the committees. They played no such part in revision as is played 
by the committees of the French Chamber of Deputies. One-half 
of the members constituted a quorum; and an absolute majority 
was requisite to a valid vote. 

Election of Officers. — The initial constitution of a newly 
elected Reichstag was interesting. It came to order under the 
presidency of the oldest member ; it then elected its president, 
two vice-presidents, and secretaries ; the president and vice- 
presidents for a term of only four weeks. At the end of these 
four weeks a president and vice-presidents were elected for the 
rest of the session. There was no election of officers for the 
whole legislative term, as in England and the United States: at 
the opening of each annual session a new election took place. It 
was only at the first, however, that there was a, so to say, ex- 
perimental election for a trial term of four weeks. 
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Powers of the Eeichstag : the Budget. — The Bundesrat, 
as I have said, governed ; the Iteielistcui in a measure controlled. 
But only in a measure. Its assent was necessary to the validity 
of all legislation. Tliougli the Bundesrat originated, it could not 
rule in the field of law witliout the cooperation of the popular 
chamber. Like other jiopular assemblies, too, the Reichstag 
voted the tiixes and subjected the go%'ernment to criticism 
when it asked for money. But the annual budget came to it like 
other subjects of legislation, from the Bundesrat, and with the 
sanction of that great chamber already behind it ; many of the 
principal revenue laws were not annual but permanent ; the army, 
for whose maintenance the larger votes ivere asked, was organized 
for periods of several years together and must be paid ; and there 
was really very little latitude of choice with regard to any but 
new or subordinate expenditures. Ko minister was responsible to 
the Reichstag for what he did or imoposed. The Emperor might 
dissolve the Reichstag at any time, if the Bundesrat consented, 
and he frequently exercised the imwer with the result of obtain- 
ing in the new elections the majority ho desired. The Reichstag 
might influencie affairs, might win slow victories by persistent and 
well-directed criticism, might force modihcations of policy ; but it 
was constantly made to realize the fact that it could not govern, 
and that its chief function was not origination but control.’ 

Classes and Parties. — The majority of its members, more- 
over, were Prussians, and Prussia was above all things else a mili- 
tary state, trained to the e,onipact order and instimjtive obedience 
of a strong monar<-hy. ( 'lassc.s, too, were sharjdy marked in I’rus- 
sia. An active and influential landed aristocracy furnished the 
army witli its best otlicers, the court with its most devoted servants, 
the public assemblies Avith their most conservative letiders. The 
parties that desired democratic privilege worked against ancient 
prestige, against the habit of the community, against the organi- 
zation and the prejudices of long-established classes. National 
parties, moreover, were broken athwart by the divergent feelings 
and variant interests of the different states of the unequal Em- 
pire. Prussia supported the monarchy whose power galled the 

1 On at least two occasions unfavorable votes upon the resolution after inter- 
pellation had no effect upon the government. 
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lesser states ; her statesmen withstood the process of liberalizar 
tion which men of some of the smaller states would fain have 
seen pressed forward. Neither responsible party government nor 
any kind of clear-cut constitutional rule was possible. 

Imperial Administration. — While the distinction between 
the executive and legislative functions of government was sharply 
enough preserved in Germany, no equally clear discrimination was 
made in practice between executive and judicial functions. The 
judiciary was a branch of the administration. The caption ‘ Im- 
Xjerial Administration’ covered, therefore, all activities of the 
government of the Empire which were not legislative. 

Although it was a fundamental principle of the imperial con- 
stitution that ‘ the Empire has sovereign legislative power, the 
states only autonomy,’ the Empire occupied only a jjai't of the 
great field thus opened to it, and confined itself as a rule to mere 
oversight, leaving to the states even the execution of imperial 
laws. The judges of all but the supreme imperial court, for 
iustauee, the tariff officials and gaugers, the coast officers, and the 
district military autliorities, were state officers. 

The Imperial Chancellor. — The Empire had, neverthe- 
less, its own distinct administrative organs, through which it 
took, whether through oversight siuixply or as a direct execu- 
tive, a most imxiortant and quite controlling part in affairs ; and 
the head and centre of its administration was the Imperial Chan- 
cellor, an officer who has no couuterxiart in any other constitu- 
tional government. 

(1) Looked at from one jioint of view, the Chancellor may be said 
to have been the Emperor’s responsible self. If one could clearly 
grasp the idea of a responsible constitutional monarch standing be- 
side an irrespoiisible constitutiomil monarch from whom his au- 
thority was derived, he would have conceived the real, though not 
the theoretical, character of the Imperial Chaiicellor of Germany. 
He was the Emperor’s responsible proxy. Apxjointed by the 
Emperor and removable at his pleasure, he was still, while he re- 
tained his office, virtually supreme head of the state, standing be- 
tween the Emperor and the Reichstag, as the butt of all criticism 
and the object of all xmnishment. He was not a responsible 
minister in the English or Erencli sense (pages 1 GO and 19G) ; there 
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■was, strictly speaking, no ‘ parliamentary responsibility ’ in Ger- 
many. In many respects, it is true, the Chancellor occupied 
with regard to the Reichstag much the same position that a 
French or English ministry holds towards the representatives of 
the people ; he must give an account of the administration to 
them, when a debate was forced upon him. But an adverse vote 
did not unseat him. His ‘responsibility’ did not consist in a 
liability to be forced to resign, but consisted simply in amena- 
bility to the laws. He did not represent the majority in the 
Reichstag, but he must obey the law. 

This ‘ responsibility ’ of the Chancellor’s, so far as it went, 
shielded, not the Emperor only, but also all other ministers. 
“ The constitution of the Empire knows only a single administra- 
tive chief, the Imperial Chancellor.” ’ So all-inclusive was tlie 
representative character of the chancellorship that all powers not 
speciiically delegated to others rested with the Chancellor. Thus, 
except when a special envoy was appointed for the purpose, he 
conducted all negotiations with foreign powers. He was also 
charged with facilitating the necessary intercourse between the 
Bundesrut and the Reichstag. 

The Chancellor’s relation to the Reichstag was typified in his 
duty of submitting to it the annual budget of the Empire. 

(2) Still further examined, the chancellorship is found to 
have been the centre, not only, but also the source of all depart- 
ments of the administration. Theoretically at least the chancel- 
lorship was the administration: the various departments were 
offshoots from it, differentiations Avithiu its all-embracing sphere. 
In the official classification adopted in German commentaries on 
the public law of the Empire, the Chancellor constituted a class 
by himself.2 There were (1) The Imperial Chancellor, (2) Ad- 
ministrative officials, (.‘5) Independent (i.e., separate) financial 
officials, and (4) Judicial officials. The ('hancellor dominated the 
entire imperial service. 

(J) A third aspect of the Cliancellor’s abounding authority was 
his superintendeney of the administration of the laws of the 
Empire by the states. AVith regard to the large number of 
imperial laws Avhich were given into the hands of the several 
1 Labaiid, p. 67. s Labaiid, p. 50. 
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states to be administered, the Empire could not only command what 
was to be done, but might also prescribe the way in which it should 
be done: and it was the duty of the Chancellor to superintend 
the states in their performance of such behests. In doing this he 
did not, however, deal directly with the administrative ohicials of 
the states, but with the state governments to whom those ol&cials 
were responsible. In case of conflict between the Chancellor and 
the government of a state, the Bundesrat decided. 

The expenses of this administration of federal laws by the states fel^ 
upon the treasuries of the states themselves, not upon the treasury of the 
Empire. Such outlays on the x>art of the stivte.s constituted a part of 
their contribution to the support of the imperial government. The 
■ states were required to make regular rcpoi-ts to the imperial government 
conoerning their conduct of Imperial administration. 

(4) When acting in the capacity of chairman of the Bundesrat, 
the Chancellor was simply a Prussian, not an imperial, official. 
He represented there, not the Emperor, for the Em2)eror as Em- 
peror had no place in the Bumlesrat, but the king of Prussia. 
During most of the time since the institution of the Empire the 
Chancellor was also chief minister of Prussia as president of -the 
Coimcil. Theories aside, the Prussian government guided im- 
perial affairs through the Chancellor. 

The Vice-Chancellorship. — The laws of the Empire made 
a double xjrovision for the ajrpointment of substitutes for the 
Chancellor. As already said, in connection with his j^residency 
of the Bundesrat he could himself apiroint a substitute, for whose 
acts he was, however, responsible. In addition to this a law of 
March 17, 1878, empowered the Emperor to appoint a responsible 
Vice-Chancellor. This appointment was made, upon the motion 
of the Chancellor himself, for the administration of all or any 
part of his duties, when he was himself hindered, even by an 
overweight of business, from acting; the Chancellor himself 
judging of the necessity for the appointment. The Chancellor 
might, at any time, too, resume any duties that might have been 
entrusted to the Vice-Chancellor, and himself act as usual. He 
was thus, in effect, ultimately responsible in every case, — even 
for the non-exercise of his office. The vice-chancellorship was 
only a convenience. 
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Foreign Affairs. — The full jurisdiction over the foreign 
affairs of the Empire conferred upon the imperial government hy 
the constitution of the Empire did not exclude the several states 
from having their own independent dealings with foreign courts : 
it only confined them in such dealings to matters which concerned 
them without immediately affecting imperial interests. The 
subject of extradition, for instance, of the furtherance of science 
and art, of the personal relations and private affairs of dynasties, 
and all matters which affect the interests of private citizens indi- 
vidually, were left to he arranged, if the states desired, inde- 
pendently of the imperial Foreign Office. The states, therefore, 
had as full a right to send amliassadors for their own constitutional 
purposes as the Empire had to send ambassadors for its greater 
objects affecting the peace and good government of Europe. It 
might thus’ often happen that the Empire and several of the states 
of the Empire were at the same time separately represented at 
one and the same court. In the absence of special repre8entath’'es 
from the states, their separate interests were usually cared for by 
the representative of the Empire. The department of the impe- 
rial administration which had charge of the international rela- 
tions of the Empire was known as the Foreign Office simply (das 
Auswdrtige Avit). 

Internal Affairs. — The general rule of government in 
Germany was that administration was left for the most part to 
the states, only a general superintendence being exercised by 
the imperial authorities. But the legislative sphere of the 
Empire was very much wider than is the legislative sphere of 
the central government in any other federal state. Imperial 
statutes prescribed in very great variety the laws which the states 
administered, and constantly extended farther and farther their 
lines of prescription. From the Empire emanated not only laws 
which it was of the utmost moment to have uniform, — such as 
laws of marriage and divorce, — but also laws of settlement, poor 
laws, laws with reference to insurance, and even veterinary regu- 
lations. Its superintendence of the local state administration of 
imperial laws, moreover, was of a very active and systematic sort. 

Weights and Measures. — Imperial methods of .supervision are 
well illustrated in the matter of weights and measures. The laws with 
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reference to the standard weights and measures to be used in commerce 
were passed by tlie imperial legislature and administci’ed by state officials 
acting under the direction and in the pay of the state authorities ; but 
thorough Control of these state officials was exci’cised from licrlin. There 
was at the capital a thoroughly organized Weights and Measures Bureau 
{Normal-Eichuni/iikoinmitsiori), which supplied standard weights and 
measures, superintended all the technical business connected witli the 
department, aud was in constant and direct association with the state offi- 
cials concerned, to whom it issued from time to time specific instructions. 

Money. — ^^Witli regard to money the control of the Em- 
pire was, as might he expected, more direct. The stiites were for- 
bidden to issue paper money, and imperial legislation alone 
determined money-issue aud coinage. But even here the states 
were the agents of the Empire in adfiiinistration. (Joining was 
entrusted to state mints, the metal to be coined being distributed 
equally among them. This, however, was not really state coinage. 
The state mints were the mere agents of the imperial government : 
they coined only so mucli as they were commanded to coin ; they 
operated under the immediate supervision of imperial commis- 
sioners ; aud the costs of their work were paid out of the imperial 
treasury. They were shite mints only in this, that their oflicers 
aud employees were upon the rolls, not oF the imperial, but 
of the state civil service. The Empire would doubtless have 
had mints of its own had these not already existed ready to 
its hand. 

Bailways. The Emijire made comparatively little use of 
the extensive powers granted it in this Field by its constitution. 
It could virtually control ; but it in practice only oversaw and 
advised. The Imperial Eailway Ollice (Beichs-Eisejihahnamt) 
had advisory rather than authoritative functions ; its principal 
supervisory purpose was to keep the various roads safe and ade- 
quately equipped. Some railways the Empire itself owned, but 
most of the lines Avere oivned by the several states; and the 
states were bound by the constitution to administer them, not in- 
dependently or antagonistically, but as parts of a general German 
system. Here again the Empire refrained from passing any laws 
compelling obedience to the constitution on this point; possibly 
bfecause the states assiduously complied of their own accord. 
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Using the Bundesrat for informal conference on the matter 
(though the Bundesrat has no constitutional authority in railway 
administration) they effected satisfactory cooperative arrange- 
ments. 

The railways of Bavaria stood upon a special footing: for 
Bavaria came into the federation on special terms, reserving an 
independence much greater than the other states retained in the 
management of her army, her railways, and her ^losts and tele- 
graphs. 

For military purposes, the Empire could command the services 
of the railways very absolutely. It was as aids to military ad- 
ministration primarily that their proper construction and efficient 
equipment were insisted on through the Imperial Eailway Office. 
Even the Bavarian railroads could be absolutely controlled when 
declared by formal imperial legislative action to be of military 
importance to the Empire. With reference to any but the Bava- 
rian roads a simple resolution of the Bundesrat alone sufficed for 
this declaration. 

The duty of the states to administer their roads as parts of a 
single system was held to involve the running of a sufficient num- 
ber of trains to meet all the necessities of passenger and freight 
traffic, the runnmg of through coaches, the maintenance of proper 
connections, the afEording of full accommodations, etc. 

At times of scarcity or crisis, the Emperor could, with the ad- 
vice of the Bundesrat, prescribe low tariff's, within certain limits, 
for the transportation of certain kinds of provisions. 

Posts and Telegraphs. — Here the admmistrative arrange- 
ments of the Empire were somewhat complicated. Bavaria and 
Wiirttemberg retained their own systems and a semi-independence 
in their administration, just as Bavaria did with regard to her 
railways also ; being subject to only so much of imperial regula- 
tion as brought their postal and telegraphic services into a neces- 
sary uniformity with those of the Empire at large. In most of 
the states the imperial authorities directly administered these 
services ; in a few — Saxony, Saxe-Altenburg, the two Mecklen- 
burgs, Brunswick, and Baden — there was a sort of partnership 
between the states and the Empire. The principle throughout 
was, however, that the Empire controlled. 
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Patents, etc. — Besides *the administrative activities with refer- 
ence to internal affairs which have been mentioned, the Empire issued 
patents, granted wan-ants to .sea-captains, naval engineers, steersmen, and 
pilots ; and examined sea-going vessels witli a view to testing their sea- 
worthine.ss. 

Military and Naval Affairs. — The Empire as such had 
a navy, but no troops. Prussia was the only state of the Empire 
that ever maintained a naval force, and she freely resigned to 
the Empire, -which she virtually controls, the exclusive direction 
of naval affairs. Put the case was different, in form at least, 
with the army. That was composed of contingents raised, equipped, 
drilled, and, in all but the highest commands, officered by Che 
states. This at least was the constitutional arrangement: the 
actual arrangement was different. Only Bavaria, Saxony, and 
Wui'ttemberg ^really maintained separate military administra- 
tions. The other states handed over their military prerogatives 
to the king of Prussia. Bavaria’s privileges extended even to 
the appointment of the commander of her contingent. The Em- 
peror was commander-in-chief, however, appointing all the higher 
field officers ; and the imperial rules as to the recruitment, equip- 
ment, discipline, and training of troops and as to the qualifications 
and relative grading of officers were of the most minute kind and 
were imperative with regard to all states alike. 

Finance. — The expenses of the Empire were met partly 
from imperial revenues, and partly from contributions by the 
states. The Empire levied no direct taxes ; its revenues came 
principally from customs duties and excises, certain stamp taxes, 
the profits of the postal and telegraph system, of imperial rail- 
ways, of the imperial bank, and like sources. So far as these did 
not suffice, the states assisted, being assessed according to popu- 
lation. And here, again, the states undertook much of the actual 
work of administration : the customs officials, for example, being 
state officers acting under imperial supervision. The financial 
bureaux, like all other branches of the imperial government, were 
immediately subordinated to the Imperial Chancellor. 

Justice. — In the administration of justice, as in so many 
other undertakings of government, the Empire superintended, 
merely, and systematized. The state courts vvere also courts of 
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the Empire : imperial law prescrilled for them a uniforni organi- 
zation and uniform modes of procedure : and at the head of the 
system stood the Imperial (.'ourt {Reichsgericht) at Leipzig, cre- 
ated in 1877 as the supreme court of ajjpeal. The state govern- 
ments appointed the judges of the state courts and determined 
the judicial districts ; but imperial laws fixed the qualifications 
to be required of the judges, as well as tlie organization that the 
courts should have. The decisions of the court at Leipzig gave 
uniformity to the sj’stem of law. 

Citizenship. — Eveiy citizen of a state of the Empire 
was a citizen of the Empire also and enjoyed the rights and im- 
munities of a citizen in every part of the Empire ; but citizenship, 
though rooted in the states by way of locus, was conferred only 
upon terms fixed by fedeial law. The Empire determined in 
nearly all respects this fundamental question of civil status; and 
every citizen was thereby made the more directly and immediately 
a citizen of the Empire. It remained, nevertheless, the theory 
of the relationship that citizenship was primarily state citizen- 
ship and that citizenship of the Empire flowed out of citizenship 
of the state. A law of the Empire of 1913 provided that a Ger- 
man, becoming naturalized in another country, might neverthe- 
less retain his German eitizenshii). The oath of allegiance to his 
adopted country was not to hinder him from being still a loyal 
subject of the Fatherland. 

Thk Government of Prussia. 

The organization of government in Prussia had, for the student 
of German political institutions, a double interest and importance. 
In the first place, Prussia’s king was Germany’s Emperor ; Prus- 
sia was the presiding and controlling state of the Empire ; and 
many of her executive bureaux were used as administrative agen- 
cies of the Empire. Her government was in a very real sense 
an organ and representative of the imperial government. In the 
second place, Prussia’s administrative system served as a type 
of the highest development of local government in Germany. 

Stages of Administrative Development. — Until the time 
when she emerged from the long period of her development .as 
the Mark Pirandenburg and took her place among the great mill- 
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tary states of Europe, Prussia’s administrative organization was 
of a very crude sort, not niucli advanced beyond the medieeval 
pattern. Later, under the Great Elector and his immediate suc- 
cessors, though well out of her early habits, she was still little 
more than a mere military state, and her administration, though 
more highly developed, had almost no thought for anything but 
the army. Only since the close of the Napoleonic wars has her 
system of government become a type of centralized civil order 

Process of Centralization. — The Great Elector reduced 
the feudal Estates of the Mark to comidete subjection to his 
will. He it was, also, who began the policy by which local 
affairs as well were to be centralized. In the towns the pro- 
cess was simple enough. In them there was little effective ob- 
struction : the channels were already open. There the militaiy 
authorities, directly representative of the Elector, had all along 
dictated in police and kindred matters; direct ordinances of the 
Elector, moreover, regulated taxation and the finances, and even 
modified municipal privileges at pleasure. It did not take long, 
such being the system already established, to make burgomasters 
creatures of the royal will, or to put effective restrictions upon 
municipal functions. 

In the provinces, however, it was quite another matter 
to crush out local privilege. The Prussia of the Great Elector 
and his successors was no longer the Mark Brandenburg, but the 
extended Prussia of conquest. There were many Estates to deal 
with in the several jn'incipalities of the kingdom; and these 
Estates, exercising long-established prerogatives, very stubbornly 
contested every step with the central power. They were the 
channels through which the sovereign’s will had at first to 
operate upon provincial government, and they were by no means 
open channels. They insisted, for a long time with considerable 
success, that the chief officers of the provinces should be nomi- 
nated by themselves ; and they nominated native, s, men of their 
own number. Only by sIoav and insidious processes did the 
Elector, or his successors the kings of Prussia, make out of these 
representative provincial officials subservient royal servants. 

First Besnlts of Centralization. — The system pursued in 
the process of centralization, so far as there was any system. 
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was a system by whieb central control was grafted upon the old 
growths of local government derived from the Middle Ages. The 
result was of course full of complexities and compromises. In 
the vast royal domains bailiffs administered justice and police, as 
did Schulzen in the manorial villages. In the larger rural areas 
a Landrath, or sheriff, “ nominated by the county nobility, usu- 
ally from among their own number, and appointed by the king,” 
saw to the preservation of order, to the raising of the levies, to 
tax collection, and to purveyance. In the towns there was a 
double administration. Magistrates of the towns’ own choosing 
retained certain narrow local powers, constantly subject to be 
interfered with by the central authority ; but royal tax-commis- 
sioners, charged with excise and police, were the real rulers. 
Above this local organization, as an organ of superintendence, 
there was in each province a ‘Chamber for War and Domains,’ 
which supervised alike the Landrath and the city tax-commis- 
sioners. 

A War and Domains Chamber consisted of a president, a “ director 
or vice-president, and a number of councillors proportioned to the size, 
populousncss, or wealth of the province.” The president of a chamber 
was “ expected to make periodical tours of inspection throughout the 
province, as the Landratlis did throughout tlieir counties." In the 
despatch of business by a Cliamber, the councillors were assigned special 
districts, special kinds of revenue, or particular iniblio improvements for 
their superintendence or administration, the whole board supervising, 
auditing, etc.i 

Justice and Finance. — Much progress towards centraliza- 
tion was also made by the organization of justice and finance. 
“The administration of justice was in the hands of boards, the 
Regierungen, or governments, on the one hand [the whole organi- 
zation of administration in Prussia being characteristically col- 
legiate], and the courts on the other.” 

In finance also tliere was promise of systematization. 
During the period preceding the Napoleonic wars, when Prussia 
figured as a purely military state, the chief concern of the central 
government was the maintenance and development of the army. 
The chief source of revenue was the royal domains: the chief 

* Tuttle, Ilistonj (if Prussia, Vol. III., pp. 107-109. 
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need for revenue arose out of the undertakings of war.* There 
were, therefore, at the seat of government two specially promi- 
nent departments of administration, tlie one known as the ‘Gen- 
eral War Commissariat,’ and having cliarge of the army, the 
other known as the ‘General Finance Directory,’ commissioned 
to get the best possible returns from the domains ; and here and 
there throughout the provinces there were ‘ War Commissariats ’ 
and ‘Domains Chambers ’ which were the local branches of the 
two great central departments.* These two departments and 
their provincial ramifications were, however, instead of being 
coQrdinated, kept quite distinct from each other,' clashing and 
interfering in their activities rather than cooperating. 

Ension of Departments of War and Domains. — Such at 
least was the system under the Great Elector and his immediate 
successor, Frederic I., if system that can be called which was 
without either unity or coherence. Frederic William I. united 
War and Domains under a single central board, to be known as 
the ‘General Supreme Financial Directory for War and Domains,’ 
and brought the local war and domains boards together in the 
province.s as Chambers for War and Domains. Under this ar- 
rangement the various ‘ war councillors ’ who served the provin- 
cial Chambers were charged with a miscellany of functions. 
Besides the duties which they exercised in immediate connection 
with military administration, they were excise and police com- 
missioners, and exerci.sed in the cities many of the civil functions 
which had formerly belonged to other direct representatives of 
the Crown. In the rural districts tlie Chambers were served in 
civil matters by the several IximlriUhe. 

Differentiation of Central Bureaux. — This arrangement 
speedily proved as cumbrous as the name of its central organ, and 
an internal differentiation set in. The General Directory sepa- 
rated into Committees; and, as time went on, tliese committees 
began to assume the character of distinct Ministries, — though 
upon a very haphazard system. Frederic the Great further con- 
fused the system by creating special departments immediately 

* The army consumed about five-.seveiitlis of the entire revenue. 

* Seeley, Life anil Times of Stein, Vol. I., Cliap. II. Also Tuttle, Vol. I., 
pp. 4-21, 422. 
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dependent upon himself and a special cabinet of advisers haviiig 
no connection with the General Directory. He was himself the 
only cohesive element in the administration: it held together 
because clasped entire within his hand. 

Beforms of Stein and Hardenberg. — Order was at last 
introduced into the system through the influence of Baron voin 
Stein and the executive capacity of Count Hardenberg, the two 
most eminent ministers of Frederic William III., who together 
may be said to have created the present central administration 
of Prussia. Prussia owes to the genius of Stein, indeed, the 
main features- of both her central and her local organization. 
Her central organization is largely the direct work of his hands; 
and her local organization derives its principles from his thought 
not only, but also from the provisions of the Ordinance by 
which he reconstructed the administration of the towns. 

Beform of Local Government before 1872. — The county 
law (Ereiaordnung) of the 13 December, 1872, has been called 
the Magna Charta of Prussian local government. Upon it all 
later changes and modilications rest. Between the period of 
Stein’s reforms and the legislation of 1872 the organization of 
local government was substantially as follows : i The provinces 
were divided into ‘ Government Districts,’ as afterwards, the Gov- 
ernment Districts into ‘ Circles ’ or Counties. An administrative 
Board established in the Government District was then, as after- 
wards, the vital organ of local admuiistration. In the province 
there was also a board, exercising general supervisory powers, the 
eye of the central bureaux in the larger affairs of administration, 
the affairs, that is, which extended beyond the area of a smgle 
Government District ; and, as the chief officer of the province, a 
‘ Superior President’ of influential position and function. But 
alongside of this quite modern machinery stood the old provincial 
Estates (revived in 18u3), representing, not the people, but the 
social orders of a bygone age, and possessing certain shadowy 
powers of giving advice. In the ‘ Circle ’ or County, there was 
still the Landrath, as formerly, appointed from a list of local 

1 See R. B. D. Morier’s essay on Local Government in Germany, in tlie 
volume of Cohden Club Eesaye fur 1875. 
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landed proprietors, and associated with the ‘Estates of the Circle,’ 
a body composed of the county squires and a few elected repre- 
sentatives from the towns and the rural townships, — a body of 
antiquated pattern recalled to life, like the Estates of the prov- 
ince, in 1853. In the towns, which had directly received the 
imprint of Stein’s reforming energy and sagacity, administration 
was conducted by boards of magistrates chosen by popular coun- 
cils and associated with those councils in all executive business 
by means of a joint-committee organization, the burgomasters 
being presidents rather than chief magistrates. 

Landgemeinde and Manors. — Besides these areas of adminis- 
tration there were rural coinmmies {Landgemeinde) still connected, quite 
after the feudal f-tshion, with adjacent or circumjacent inanore, their gov- 
ernment vested in a Schulze and two or more Sehoffen (sheriffs or justices), 
the former being appointed either by the lord of the miinor, or, if the 
village was a free village, as sometimes happened, by the owner of some 
ancient freehold within the commune with which manorial rights had 
somehow passed. The commune had, besides, either a primary or an 
elective assembly. The communes were often allowed, under the super- 
vision of the official board of the Government District, to draw up charters 
for themselves, embodying their i)articnlar local laws and privileges. 
Within the manor.s police powers, poor-relief, the maintenance of roads, 
etc., rested with the proprietor. Local government was within their 
borders private government. 

Reform of 1872. — The legislation of 1872 took the final 
steps towards getting rid of such pieces as remained of the anti- 
quated system. It abolished the hereditary jurisdiction of the 
manor and the dependent officio of Schulze, and established in 
place of the feudal status an equal citizenship of residence. In 
place of the Estates of the province and county it put real repre- 
sentative bodies. It retained the iMndraih, but somewhat cur- 
tailed his powers in the smaller areas within the Circle, and 
associated with him an effective administrative board, of which 
he became little more than president. It carried out more 
thoroughly than before in the various areas the principle of 
board direction, integrating the lesser with the greater hoards, 
and thus giving to the smaller areas organic connection with 
the larger. It reformed also the system of local taxation. 
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It is upon this legislation that the system of loeal government 
later obtaining in Prussia was erected.* 

The Central Executive Departments. — Stein’s scheme for 
the development of the central organs of administration brought 
into existence five distinct ministries, which no longer masquer- 
aded as committees of a cumbrous General Directory, and whose 
functions were distributed entirely upon a basis of logical distinc- 
tion, not at all upon any additional idea of territorial distribution. 
These were a Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a Ministry of the 
Interior, a Ministry of Justice, a Ministry of Finance, and a 
Ministry of War. This, however, proved to he by no means a 
final differentiation. The Ministry of the Interior was at first 
given a too miscellaneous collection of functions, and there split 
off from it in 1817 a Ministry of Ecclesiastical, Educational, and 
Sanitary Affairs, and in 1848 a Ministry of Trade, Commerce, and 
Public Works and a Ministry of Agriculture. In 1878 a still 
further differentiation took place. The Ministry of Finance, re- 
taining distinct reminiscence of its origin in the administration 
of the royal domains, had hitherto maintained a Department of 
Domains and Forests. That department was in 1878 transferred 
to the Ministry of Agriculture. At the same time the ilinistry 
of Trade, Commerce, and Public Works was divided into two, a 
Ministry of Trade and Commerce and a Ministry of Public 
Works. 

There were, then, nine ministries : (1) a Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (Stein, 1808) ; (2) a Ministry of the Interior (1808) ; 
(.3) a !^[inistry of Ecclesiastical, Educational, and Sanitary Affairs 
(1817) ; (4) a Ministry of Trade and Commerce (1848) ; (5) a 
Ministry- of Agriculture (1848), Domains, and Forests (1878) ; 
(6) a Ministry of Public Works (1878); (7) a Ministry of Justice 
(1808) ; (8) a Ministry of Finance (1808) ; and (9) a Ministry of 
War (1808). 

The Council of State. — Most of these ministries were 
created before Prussia had any parliamentary system, and when, 
consequently, there was uo instrumentality in existence through 
which there could he exercised any legislative control over the 
executive. Stein would have revived for the exercise of some 
* Morier, p. 434. 
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such, function the ancient Council of State (Staatsrath) founded 
by Joachim Friedrich in 1604, which had at first presided over 
nil administration but whose prerogatives of oversight and 
control had gradually decayed and disappeared. This coimcil, 
which bore a general family resemblance to the English Privy 
Council, had a mixed membership made up in part of princes of 
the blood royal, in part of certain civil, militaiy, and judicial 
officials serving ex officio, and in part of state officials specially 
and occasionally summoned. It was Stein’s purpose to rehabili- 
tate this body, which was in a sense representative of the classes 
standing nearest to government and therefore presumably best 
qualified to test methods, and to set it to oversee the work of the 
ministers : to serve as a frame of unity in the administration 
without withdrawing from the ministers tlieir separate responsi- 
bility and freedom of movement. This part of his plan was not, 
however, curried out, and the Council of State, though still exist- 
ing, a shadow of its former self, never regained its one-time 
prominence in administration. 

Staatsministeiium. — Instead of adopting Stein’s plan. 
Count Hardenberg integrated the several ministries by establish- 
ing the Ministry of State, or College of Ministers {Staatsminis- 
terium), which stood in much the same relation to Prussian 
administration that the French Coimcil of Ministers (page 167) 
occupies towards administration in France, though it in some 
respects resembled also the French Council of State (page 173). 
It was composed of the heads of the several ministries and met, 
once a week or oftener, for the consideration of all matters which 
concerned all the executive departments alike, to discuss proposed 
general laws or constitutional amendments, to adjust conflicts 
between departments, to hear reports from the ministers as to 
their policy in the prosecution of their separate work, to exercise 
a certain oversight over local administration, to concert measures 
to meet any civil exigency that might arise, etc. It served to 
give unity and coherence to administration. 

The Supreme Chamber of Accounts. — The same purpose 
was served by the Supreme Chamber of Accounts (Oherrechnungs- 
kammer) and by the Economic Council {Volkswirthschaftsrath). 
The Supreme Chamber of Accounts was founded in 1714 by 
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Frederic William I. Its memliers had the tenure and responsi- 
bility of judges. Its president was appointed by the Crown on the 
nomination of the Ministry of State ; its other members were aj)- 
pointed by the Crown upon the nomination of its president, 
countersigned by the president of the ^Ministry of State. It con- 
stituted a distinct branch of the government, being subordinate, 
not to the Ministry of State, but directly responsible to the Crown. 
Its duty was the careful oversight and revision of the accounts of 
income and expenditure from all departments : and the oversight 
of the state debt and of the acquisition and disposition of prop- 
erty by the state. It watched, in brief, the detailed adminis- 
tration of the finances, and w'as the judicial guardian of the laws 
concerning revenue and disbursement. 

The Economic Council. — The Economic Council considered 
proposals for law's or ordinances affecting weighty economic in- 
terests which fell within the domains of the three ministries of 
Trade and Commerce, of Public Works, and of Agriculture. Such 
proposals, as well as the proposals for the repeal of such laws 
and ordinances, might be submitted to its debate before going to 
the king for his approval. It was also privileged to consider the 
question how Prussia’s votes should be cast upon such matters in 
the B'undesrat. Of course, however, its part in affairs was merely 
consultative. It was composed of seventy-five members appointed 
by tbe king for a term of five years, forty-five of this number 
being appointed upon the nomination of various chambers of .com- 
merce, mercantile corporations, and agricultural unions. 

The Ministers in the Legislature. — The king — or, moje 
properly, the Administration — was represented in the legislative 
houses by the ministers, who need not be members in order to 
attend and speak on the public business. 

The Landtag : the House of Lords. — The Prussian Land- 
tag, or Legislature, consisted of two houses, a House of Lords 
{HeiTenhans) and a House of Representatives {Abgeordnetenhans). 
The House of Lords might lietter be described as a house of classes. 
It contained not only hereditary members who represented rights 
of blood, but also life members who represented landed properties 
and great institutions, and officials who represented the civil hier- 
archy. There sat in it princes of the blood royal nominated to 
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membership by the king ; the heads of families once royal whose 
domains had been swallowed up by Prussia ; certain greater noble- 
men appointed by the Crown, together with eight others elected by 
the resident landowners of the provmces ; the four chief officials 
of the province of Prassia (the Supreme Burggraf, the High Mar- 
shal, the Grand Master of the Teutonic Order, and the Chan- 
cellor) ; and a great number of life members appointed by the 
king upon the presentation of various bodies : certain evangelical 
foundations, namely, certain colleges of comits, and of land- 
holders of great and ancient possession, the nine universities, 
and forty-three cities which received the right of nomination. 
The king could, besides, issue special summons to sit in the 
House of Lords to such persons jis he thought worthy. There 
was no limit placed upon the number of members, — the only 
restriction concerned age; members must be at least thirty 
years old. The number of members was about 300. Of these 
quite one-third were of the lauded nobility, and almost as many 
more were the nominees of tlie landed classes ; so that the House 
stood for the loyalty to the Crown and opposition to liberal 
change. 

The House of Representatives. — Though in a sense repre- 
senting every Prussian twenty-five years of age who was not 
specially disqualified to vote, it was not constituted by a direct 
poi)ular franchise, or even by an equal suffrage. The vote was in- 
direct and was proportioned to taxable j^roperty. The country 
was divided into districts ; the qualified voters of each district 
were divided into three classes in such a way that each class 
should represent one-third of tlie teixable property of the district ; 
each of these classes selected by vote a third of the number of 
electors to which the di,strict was entitled ; and the electors so 
chosen elected the members of the House of Representatives. 

The Electoral System. — One elector was chosen for every 
two hundred and fifty inhabitants ; the voting was not by the 
ballot, but was public, and an absolute majority of the electors was 
required to elect. The total number of members of the Housf 
was 443. The term was five years. Any Prussian who was thirfy 
years of age and in full possession of civil rights might be ohos(»i. 
In case a vacancy occurred in the House, no choice of elec^i'S 
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■vras necessary. Once chosen, the electors were competent to act 
throughout the legislative term. 

It need hardly to he remarked that the division of the primary 
voters into classes according to tlie amount of taxes they pay gave 
a preponderance to wealth. The three classes were of course very 
unequal in numbers. It required a comparatively small number 
of rich men to represent one-third of the taxable property in a 
district ; it took a considerably larger number of the well-to-do 
to represent another third ; and the last third was represented by 
the great majority of the inhabitants of the district. For the 
classes were not constituted with a view to distributing the small 
taxpayers and equalizing the classes numerically. Those who 
paid most taxes constituted the first class ; those who paid less, 
the second ; those who paid least or none, the third ; and it might 
thus very well happen that a very small number of persons 
elected a third of the electors. 

Equality and Competence of the House. — The consent 
of both Houses was necessary to the passage of a law, and they 
stood upon a perfect equality as regards also tlie right of initiative 
in legislation, — except that aU financial measures must originate 
in the lower house, and that the upper house could pass upon the 
budget, which must be presented first to the House of Represent- 
atives, only as a whole. The Lords could not amend the budget 
in part ; they must accept or reject it entire. 

The King's Power oi Adjournment and Dissolution. — Tlie king 
could adjourn the House o£ Bepresentatives for a period not exceeding 
thirty days, once during any one session without its consent. He could 
also dissolve it. When a dissolution was resorted to he must order a new 
election within sixty days, and the newly elected House must assemble 
within ninety days. (Compare p. 165.) 

Local Government. — The organization of local govern- 
ment in Prussia is 'rendered complex by a mixture of historical 
and systematic elements : it is compounded of old and new, — of 
the creations of history and the creations of Stein and Gneist. 
Stein’s hand is even more visible in local organization in Prussia 
'■■han in the organization of the central ministries. More conserva- 
tve tlian the Constituent Assembly and Napoleon in France, he 
dll not sweep away the old provinces of Prussia, whose bouuda- 
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lies, like those of the French provinces of the old regime, were 
set deep in historical associations. The twelve provinces were 
given a i)lace, — a function of superintendence, — in the new sys. 
tem established. The country was, indeed, divided into Districts 
(Bezirke) corresponding in general character and purpose with 
the French Departments ; but these Districts were grouped under 
a superintendent provincial organization. There were, therefore, 
in Prussian local organization (1) the Province, (2) the Govern- 
ment District, (3) the Circle (Kreis) or County, and (4) the town- 
ship and the town. The township and the town were cobrdinate, 
standing in the same rank of the series. 

The usual organs of local government throughout all the aeries 
of the Prussian system were “first, a representative body with 
an exclusive control over the economic portion of the communal 
business ; secondly, an executive board with an exclusive con- 
trol over the public portion of the communal business ; thirdly, 
mixed committees, composed of members of both bodies, for the 
ordinary management of the affairs of the community ; fourthly, 
the division of the communal area into administrative districts 
under overseers responsible to the executive board.” i 

The Province. — There were in the Province two sets of 
governmental organs : one of which represented the state and its 
oversight, tlie other the Province and its self-government. 
(1) The state is re23resented by a Superior President and a Pro~ 
vinzialrat associated Avith him. The original i)urpose in retain- 
ing the provincial organization was to secure broad views of 
administration through officials charged Avith the oversight of 
extended areas and so elevated above the near-sightedness of local 
routine and detail. Nearer to the particulars of local adminis- 
tration than the minister at Berlin, but not so near as the officials 
of the Government Districts, the provincial representatives of 
the state Avere charged with the care “ of all such affairs as concern 
the entire province or stretch beyond the jurisdiction of a single 
[district] administration.”’ These were such matters as affect 

> B..B. D. Morier, Cobden Club Essays (1876) on Local Govemmetit and 
Taxation, p. 433. 

^ Schulze, Das Staatsrecht dea KSnigreicha Premaen (in Marquardsen’s 
Uandbuch), p. 63. 
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imperial interests or the whole Prussian state ; the concerns of 
public institutions whose functions extend beyond a District; 
insurance companies ; extensive plans of improvement ; road and 
school management, etc. In exercising most of these functions 
the provincial authorities acted, however, not through officers of 
their own, but through the District Administrations. There lay 
with the Superior President, also, the duty of overseeing district 
administration, the provincial tax directors, and the general 
Commission for the regulation of the relations between landlords 
and tenants. He represented the central government, too, in all 
special, occasional duties, and under all extraordinary circum- 
stances. He had, besides, initial jurisdiction in cases of conflict be- 
tween District Administrations, or between such Administrations 
and specially commissioned officials not subject to their orders. 

The extraordinary powers of the ‘Superior 1‘resident’ are illustrated 
hy the fact that, in case of serious civil disturbance, of war or the danger 
of war, he was authorized to aasiune the whole authority of administra- 
tion, local as well as general, within the' Province. In overseeing the 
District Administration, however, he had no executive, but only advisory, 
powers. He was merely the eye of the Ministries at Berlin, advising them 
of all matteis needing their action. Like the French i’refect, he wa.s the 
servant of all Ministries alike, though most directly and intimately asso- 
ciated with the Ministry of the Interior. The defect of the provincial 
organization in Prussia was said to be lack of vitality. Critics like Pro- 
fe.s8or Gneist thought that it rendered the system of local gnvenuncnt 
cumbrous withovit adding to its efficacy. It was too much restricted to 
gratuitous advice, and too little authorized to take authoritative action. 

The Provinzialrat, the administrative Council associated witli tlie 
Superior President, consisted, besides the President or his repre- 
sentative as presiding officer, of one professional civil official of 
high rank, appointed by the Minister of the Interior, practically 
for life, and of five lay members chosen by the Provincial Committee 
for a term of six years. The assent of the Pi-ovimialrat was 
necessary to every ordinance issued by the Superior President. 

(2) The organs representing the Province and its self-gov- 
ernment were the Provincial Landtag, the Provincial Committee, 
and the Landeshauptmann or Landesdirektor. In a Prussian law 
concerning local government the province is described as “ a 
communal union established with the rights of a corporation for 
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self-government of its own affairs.” i The provincial legislative 
body, the Landtag, was composed of representatives elected from 
the Circles or Counties by the Diets of tlie Circles ; for, when 
looked at from the point of view of self-government, the Province 
was a union of Circles, not of Districts : the Districts were organs 
of the central government only. The functions of the Landtag 
lay within the" narrow field of such matters as the apportionment 
of taxes among the Circles (which in their turn apportioned them 
among individuals), the examination of the local budget, the care 
of provincial property, and the election of certain officials, — ■ 
though it was at liberty to take cognizance of anything that was 
of local concern. 

It also, on occasion, giro Us opinion on bills concei-ning tlie 

Province and on other niattei-s referred to it, for an expression of opinion, 
by the autliorities at Berlin. The Superior President could be present at 
its sessions and could annul all acts in which it overstepped its jurisdiction. 
Its by-laws were subject to the Oistwh’s approval, as were also many of its 
votes of appropriation ; and the king might dissolve it. 

The Landtag elected the Provincial Committee and the Landes- 
huiiptmann, who were the executive organs of provincial self- 
goverument. The Lundeshauptmunn and the Committee stood 
related to each other very much as do the Superior President and 
Proviuzialrut, or the French Prefect and the Prefectural Council : 
the Landeshuiqitmann was the executive, the Committee the ad- 
visory organ of local self-administration, though it in effect 
directed the action of the Landeslimiptmann in most matters. 

The splieres of the representatives of the state and of the 
representatives of local self-government were cpite sharply di.s- 
tinguished in Pi-ussia. The Provincial Committee and the 
Landeshauptmann had nothing to do with the general adminis- 
tration : that was altogether in the hands of the Superior Presi- 
dent and the Provinzialrat, who on their part had nothing to do 
with local self-government. The sphere of local self-government, 
though narrow, was somewhat more guarded against the constant 
interference of the central authorities in Prussia than in France. 
(Compare page 170.) 

^ Schulze, Daa Staatsrecht des KSnigreieJis Preussen (in Marquardsen’s 
Handbuch), p. 85. 
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The OoTenuaent Dirtrict {Regierungsbezirk). — Unlike the 
Prorinee, the Government District had no organs of self-gov- 
ernment: it was exclusively a division of state administration. 
Its functionaries were the principal, — it may even be said the uni- 
versal, — agents of the central government in the detailed conduct 
of administration ; they were charged with the local management 
of all affairs that fall within the sphere of the ilinistries of the 
Interior, of Finance, of Ti-ade and Commerce, of Public Works, 
of Agriculture, of Ecclesiastical and Educational Affairs, and of 
War, exclusive, of course, of such matters as were exceptionally 
entrusted to officers specially commissioned for the puipose. In 
brief, they served every ministry except the Ministrj- of Justice. 

Collectively the functionaries of the District were called the 
‘ Administiation ’ (Kegierung), and their action is for the most, 
part collegiate, i.e., through Boards. The exception to this nile 
concerned matters falling within the province of the Ministry of 
the Interior. That iliuistry acted in the District, not through a 
hoard of officials, but through a single official, the President of 
the Administration (Regierungsprcisident). In dealing with all 
other matters the action was collegiate ; but the Boards were not 
independent bodies : they were divisions (Abteihingen) of the 
‘ Administration ’ taken as a whole, and in certain affairs of gen- 
eral superintendence the ‘ Administration ’ acted as a single coun- 
cil (im Plenum). Each Board was presided over by a ‘ Superior 
Administrative Councillor’ (^Oberregierungsrat) , and that on Do- 
mains and Forests had associated with it a special functionary 
known as the Forest-master. The members of the ‘ Administra- 
tion ’ were all appointed by the central government, which placed 
upon the Boards whose functions require for their proper dis- 
clrarge a special training, certain so-called “ technical members ” : 
for instance, school experts, medical experts, road-engineers, and 
technically instructed forest commissioners. 

These ‘ Admiuistrations ’ took the place of the old-time War 
and Domains Chambers, and which, like the Administrations, 
acted through Boards as a sort of universal agency for all de- 
partments of government. In 1883 the affairs of the Interior 
were given into the sole charge of the President of the Adminis- 
tration. Before that date they also were in the hands of a Board. 
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“Every bead of a department, as vrell as every Mat and asses- 
sor, is bound each year to make a tour through a portion of the 
district, to keep an official journal of all he sees, to be afterwards 
preserved amongst the recoi-ds of the Board, and thus to make 
himself practically acquainted with the daily life and the daily 
wants of the governed in the smallest details.” ' (Compare page 
468.) 

The President of the Administration (Megiemngspriisident) was 
the most important official in the Prussian local service. Not 
only did he preside over the ‘ Administration,’ the general and 
most important agency of local government ; he was also equipped 
for ooni 2 jlete dominance. He might, upon occasion, annul the 
decisions of the ‘ Administration ’ or of any of its Boards with 
which he did not agree, and, in case delay seemed disadvantageous, 
could himself command necessary measures. He could also, if he 
would, set aside the rule of collegiate action and arrange for the 
personal responsibility of the members of the ‘ Administration,’ 
whenever he considered any matter too pressing to await the meet- 
ing and conclusions of a Board, or, if when he was himself present 
where action was needed, he regarded such an arrangement as 
necesary.^ In brief, he was the real governing head of local adminis- 
tration. The jurisdiction of the ‘Administration’ covered such 
matters as the state taxes, the churches, the schools, and the 
public domain. 

The District Committee. — Although the Government 
District was not an area of self-government, a certain part in the 
oversight of governmental action in the District was given to lay 
representatives chosen by the provincial agents of the peojjle. 
A District Committee {Bezirksausschuss), composed of two pro- 
fessioniil members (one of whom must be qualified for judicial 
office, the other for the higher grades of the administrative 
service) appointed by the king for life, and of four members 
chosen by the Provincial Committee (page 479) for a term of 
six; years, was allowed an oversight of such matters as it were 
thought best to put under lay supervision. The President of the 
Administration was ex officio a member of the Committee and usu- 

'Morier (CobiZen Club Essays), p. 422. 

2 Schulze (ill Mamuardaeu), p. 04. 
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ally presided over its sessions. All orders or arrangements which, 
he wished to make with regard to local police were subject to its 
confirmation, and all questions regarding the control of suborcli' 
nate local authorities fell to it. More important than its admin- 
istrative functions were the judicial functions with which it was 
invested. Since 1883 the District Committee was the Adminis- 
trative Court of the District (page 488). When acting in 
this capacity the Committee was presided over by its judicial 
member, and the President of the Administration did not sit with 
it. The troverument Districts numbered thirty-five, and were 
grouped within the twelve Provinces. 

The Circle (Kreis). — In the Circle, as in the Province, 
there emerged a double set of functions : there was the state admin- 
istration and, alongside of it, the narrower function of self-guv- 
ernment. This double set of functions was performed, however, 
by a single set of functionaries : by a professional officer known us 
the Landrat, associated with a Circle Committee {Kreisaimchtm), 
which acted by delegation for the Diet of the Circle (Kreidag), 
the consultative and supervisoiy authority. There were not, as 
in the Province, one council and one executive for the state, 
another council and another executive for the locality. 

The Landrat and the Circle Committee. — The Limlrat 
stood upon a peculiar footing ; his office was ancient and retained 
some of its historical features. Originally the Landrat repre- 
sented the landed gentry of various districts of Brandenburg ; he 
was appointed upon their nomuiation and in a sense represented 
their interests. In some parts of Prussia traces of this right of 
presentation to tlie office by the landowners remained ; and in 
almost all parts of the kingdom the privilege of nomination 
was transferred to the Circle Diet, as lieir of the control once 
exercised by the local lords of the soil. The Landrat was, there- 
fore, formally, the representative of the locality in which he 
officiated. In reality, however, he Avas predominately the agent of 
the state, serving both the District Administration and the de- 
partments at Berlin. He Avas appointed by the Superior President 
of the Province in Avhich the Circle lay, and Avas always a profes- 
sional officer Avho had passed, by examination, into the higher 
grades of the civil service. He Avas chief of police within the 
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Circle, and superintendent of all jiuhlic affairs. The Circle Com- 
mittee was associated rvitb him in the administration of his office 
and organized under his j)residency. It consisted, besides himself, 
of six members chosen by the Circle Diet. It constituted the 
Administrative Court of the Circle (page 488), hearing appeals 
from the acts of subordinate officials as well as supervising ad- 
ministrative action. 

The Diet of the Circle represented, not the people, but groups 
of interests, — was based upon the economical and social re- 
lations of tlie people. Kach Circle iiujluded all towns lying 
within it which had less than 25,000 inhabitants, and represen- 
tation in the Diet was divided heUveeii town and country. The 
country rexjreseutation, in its turn, was divided between the rural 
Communes and the greater landowners. 

The cities elected representatives either singly or in groups ; if 
singly, through their magistrates and councils acting together j if 
in groups, through electors who assembled under the Presidency 
of the Landntt. As ‘ greater landowners ' were classed all those 
who paid, in their own right, 75 thalers annual land or building 
tax ; and these were organized for electoral purposes in Unions 
(Verbiinde). The rural Communes elected in groujiS through 
electors. The term of members of the Circle Diet was six years. 
Cities having more than 25,000 inhabitants constituted sex)arate 
Circles, and combined in their town governments both Circle and 
Comnnuie under the forms of city government. 

The Circle the Basis of Local Government. — A moment's 
review of tlie electoral arrangejnents which underlay Prussiaji 
local government as outlined will show how literally the whole 
structure, so far as it was a system of self-government, rested 
upon the electoral organization of the Circle. The Diet of the 
Circle was the only representative body I have yet named which 
was chosen by the qualified voters of the loKility : and it wsis not 
chosen directly. The larger towns elected their quota of members 
through their councils, while the smaller towns united and chose 
through electors. The rural communes elected in groups, through 
electors. The greater landowners sent their separate quota. And 
then from the Circle Diet, when once it was chosen, j^roceeded, in- 
directly, all the other lay bodies of administration in the larger 
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areas. It nominated the Landrat, elected the Circle Committee, 
and united with the Diets of the other Circles of the Province 
in choosing the provincial Landtag. The provincial Landtag, in 
turn, elected the Landeshauptmann and the Provincial Committee. 
The Provincial Committee elected five out of the seven members 
of the Provinzialmt and foui- out of the six members of the 
District Committee. Each Provincial Committee chose, on an 
average, two District Committees. It was in only a very re- 
stricted sense a system of popular control in local affairs. It was 
a long way from the people to the District Committee. 

The Magisterial District (Anitsbezirk). — The rural Com- 
munes were grouped in Magisterial Districts containing each 
about fifteen hundred inhabitants ; and each District was presided 
over by a Reeve or Justice (Amtavorsteher or Amtsmann) who was 
appointed by the king upon the nomination of the Circle Diet, 
usually from among the landowners of the locality. The Reeve’s 
term was six years. He was given charge of the police of the 
District, and was entrusted with tlie administration of the laws 
for the relief of the poor and the preservation of health. As 
police commissioner he was put over the mayors of the several 
Communes within his district. He acted under the supervision 
of the Committee of the Circle. • 

The Rural Commune (Landgemeinde). — The larger rural 
Communes acted through small reijresentative assemblies or 
councils, Avhile the less populous regulated their affairs by mass 
meeting. In some Communes the executive officer was known as 
‘ mayor,’ in others as ‘ village judge,’ in still others as ‘ president.' 
In most localities he was assisted by one or more aids or assessors. 
The electoral privilege was based upon the three-class system of 
voting already described, except that those who paid no taxes 
at all were usually excluded from the franchise. The powers of 
the Communes covered all matters of strictly local interest. 

The City Communes {Stadtgemeinde). — Among the City 
Communes there w'as great variety of organization. In some cities 
there was a single executive, — a single Burgomaster, — perhaps 
assisted by certain Boards ; in others the Burgomaster had col- 
leagues ; in still others the magistracy was collegiate, — was itself a 
Board. In all there were councils more or less directly represent- 
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ative of the people. In the cities, as in every other unit of local 
administration, the subjects of finance, 2Jolice, and the military 
were largely controlled from Berlin; and in these branches of 
administration the city governments were agencies of the central 
government. They thus had a double character ; they were at 
one and the same time representatives of the authorities at the 
capital and of the citizens at home. When acting as agencies of 
state administration they were, of course, responsible to the 
central Departments at Berlin. 

General Principles of Prussian Town Government. — Al- 
though without uniformity of structure, town government in 
Prussia had certain uniformities of prmciple at its basis. The 
mayor of a Prussian city was a trained official, taken from the 
2jrofessional service ; but he was not the Executive ; he was simply 
president of the executive. There was associated with him a 
board of Aldermen most of whose members were elected from the 
general body of citizens, to serve without salary, but an important 
minority of whose members were salaried officials who, like the 
mayor, had received a thorough technical training in their various 
branches of administration, and whose tenure of office was in effect 
permanent : and this board of Aldermen was the centre of energy 
and rule in city government. But it acted under check. A town 
council represented the citizens in the exercise of a control over 
the city budget, and citizens not of the Council as well as Coun- 
cilinen acted with the Aldermen in the direction of executive busi- 
ness. The Aldermen did their administrative work in Committees, 
and acted always in association with certain delegations of towii- 
councilmen and certain ‘select citizens’ named by the council. 
In the wards of the larger towns the Aldermen commanded also 
the assistance of local committees of citizens, by '.vhom the condi- 
tions and needs of the various districts of the town were familiarly 
known. Thus in the work of poor relief, in the guardianship of 
destitute orphans, in education, and in tax assessment ‘ select 
citizens’ commonly reinforced the more regular, the official, cor2)8 
of city officers. This literal self-government, which breaks down 
the wall of distinction between the official and the non-official 
guardian of city interests and presses all into the service of the 
community, was not optional ; it was one of the principles of the 



486 


THK GOVEBNilESTS OF GEEMAXT. 


system that service as a ‘ select citizen ’ was to be enforced by pen- 
alties, — by increasing the taxes of those who refused to serve. 

The eitizens chosen for ward work or for consultation with the 
central eojnmittees of Aldermen and town-coimcillors included 
merchants, physicians, solicitors, manufacturers, head-masters of 
public schools, and like representative persons. 

The three-class system of voting obtained also in all municipal 
elections in Prussia, so that weight in the electoral control of eitj' 
affairs was proportioned to tax-assessment. One-third of the 
elected Aldermen and town-councillors repiresented the wealthy 
class, one-third the middle class, one-third the ‘ piroletariat.’ It 
was said that in Berlin the first class contained “ less than two 
per cent of the voters, the second class less than thirteen per cent, 
and the third eighty-six jjer cent.'" The arrangement bred dis- 
content in the lowest edass and they largely refrained from voting. 

The Admiuistration of Justice. — The Prussian courts of 
justice, like tho.se of the other states of the Empire, had the 
general features of their organization and jurisdiction prescribed 
by imperial law (p. 46.5). They were Prussia's courts ; but they 
also served as courts of the Empire : Prussian law commanded only 
their peraonnel and their territorial competence. At the head of 
the system .sat the supreme court of the Empire {Reichsgericht), 
to which the courts of all the other states stood subordinated.' 
lu each Province there was a Superior District Court (Oberlamles- 
gericlU), and, next below it, a District Court (Landgericht). In 
each magisterial District there was an Amtsgericht. 

The Amtsgericht, which was the court of first instance in 
minor civil cases, consisted of oue or of several judges, according 
to the amount of business there was for the court to despatch : for 
when there was more than one judge the work was not handled by 
them together, but separately ; it was divided, either logically or 
territorially. 

The higher courts, the District Court, and the Superior District 
Court consisted each of a number of judges. At the beginning of 
each year, the full bench of judges in each court determined a 
division of the business of the court among themselves, constituting 

* I’nuisia is voucli.saftd by hiiperial law the privilege of retaining lier own 
supreme court ; but .'<lie liu.s not availed lierseif of tlie permission. 
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themselves in separate ‘ chamliers ’ for separate classes of cases. 
There was always a ‘ civil chamber ’ and a ‘ criminal chamber,’ and 
of ten a chamber for commercial cases {Kammerfiir Handelssachen). 
Each chamber had its own president and its own independent 
organization. 

Minor criminal cases were tried in sheriffs’ courts (JSchdffen- 
fferichte) sitting in the Magisterial Districts ; more serious offences 
by the criminal chamber of the District Court ; all grave crimes 
by special jury-courts (Schtoiirgerichte) which sat under the presi- 
dency of three judges of the District Court. 

An appeal from a sheriff’s court on the merits of the case could 
go no further than the District Court. Ax^peals on the merits of 
the case from the criminal chamber of the District Court were 
not allowed; but a case could be taken from that court to the 
Superior District Court on tlie ground of neglect of a rule of law, 
and on other legal grounds to the Imperial Court, for revision. 

The nomination of all judges rested with the king : but the 
appointment was for life and the judges stood in a position of 
substantial independence. The Minister of Justice, however, 
completely controlled all criminal prosecutions : for no criminal 
prosecution could be instituted except by the states-attorneys wlio 
represented the government in the several courts, and these held 
their offices by no permanent tenure, but only at the j)leasure of 
the Minister. 

Purity in the administration of justice was sought to be secured 
by public oral proceedings. Until a very recent period all pro- 
ceedings in the Prussian courts were written : the plea and the 
answer constituted the suit. Later public oral proceedings were 
made imperative. 

The organization of justice in Prussia provided for the assump- 
tion by the state of a certain ‘ voluntary ’ jurisdiction, some of 
which, such as the exercise of guardianship and the probate of 
wills (which latter was made a function of the Amtsgericht) are 
quite familiar to the practice of other countries ; but others of 
which, such as an oversight over certain feudal interests, are 
somewhat novel in their character. The system knew also certain 
officially commissioned Arbitrators {Schiedsmanner) and certain 
trade judges, which were in some respects peculiar to itself. 
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Administrative Courts {Verwaltungsgerichle). — The same 
distinction between administrative and ordinary courts of justice 
that we have observed in France obtained also in Prussia (page 
173). Here again appeared the organizing hand of Stein. He 
established for Prussia tlie principle that cases aidsing out of the 
exercise of the state’s sovereignty should be separated in adju- 
dication from cases between private individuals and should be al- 
lotted to special courts. Such were cases of damage done to an 
individual through the act of an administrative officer, or cases of 
alleged illegal action on the part of a public official, — in brief, all 
cases of conflict between the public power and private rights, as 
well as all questions between administrative authorities. 

The courts charged with this jurisdiction were, (1) in the 
Circle, the Circle Committee (page 482), presided over, as in deal- 
ing with other matters, by the Landrat, and in the cities which 
themselves constitute Circles, the City Committee (Stadtausschuss), 
consisting of the Burgomaster as president and four members, 
all of whom must be qualified for judicial service or for the higher 
grades of administrative office, elected by the magistracy of the 
city, acting collegiately, for a term of six years. (2) In the 
Government District, the District Committee (page 481), to whose 
presidency when sitting in tliis capacity, the king could appoint, 
as representative of the President of the Administration, one 
of the members of the ‘Administration’ under the title of Di- 
rector of the Administrative Court {Verwaltungsgerichtsdii-ektor). 
(3) The Superior Administrative Court in Berlin {Oberverwaltungs- 
gericht), whose members were appointed by the king, with the con- 
sent of the Council of Ministers, for life. This court stood upon 
the same footing of rank with the supreme federal tribunal, the 
Reichsgericht. Its members were qualified, half of them for high 
judicial, half for high administrative office. It acted, like the 
other courts, in divisions or “senates,” each of which had its 
separate organization ; and these sections came together only for 
the settlement of certain general questions. 

The Court of Conflicts {Gerichtshof fur Kompetenz-kon- 
jlikte). — Between the two jurisdictions, the ordinary or private 
and the administrative, stood, as in France, a Court of Conflicts. 
It consisted of eleven judges appointed for life (or for the term 
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of their chief office, in case tliey acted ex officio ) ; and of these 
eleven six were members of the Superior District Court of Berlin, 
— must belong, that is, to a court of the ordinary jurisdiction. 
The other five were persons eligible to the higher judicial or 
administrative offices. (Compare p. 174.) 

The Prussian Courts and Constitutional Questions. — 'I'lie 
Prussian courts had no such power of passing upon tlie^ constitutionality 
of laws as is possessed by the courts of the United States. They could not 
go beyond the simple question tvhether a law had been passed, or, in 
administrative cases, an ofilicial order issued, in due legal form. 

Bevolution in Germany. — At the time this is written 
(December 1, 1918) all Germany is m a state of revolution. Tlte 
Emperor has abdicated and taken refuge in Holland and a pro- 
visional government has been established with the Socialists in 
control. Soldiers’ and Workmen’s Councils have been established 
in numerous places and have assumed control of local affairs. In 
all the monarchical states of the Empire, the rulers have abdi- 
cated or have been deposed, and it appears that a democratic form 
of government Avill be established both in the Empire and in the 
individual states. 

A general election in the Empire has been called for January,. 
1919 and upon the body then chosen will devolve the task of 
formulating the new governmental arrangements. 

This much may safely be predicted — that the Empire will 
lose Alsace-Lorraine and Prussia will lose that part of Poland 
which it acquired through the partitions of the unhappy country. 
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Anstria’s Historical Position. — Until the middle of the 
last century Austria stood at the front of German political 
union ; not until 1866 was she deposed from leadership in Ger- 
many and set apart to attempt alone the difficult task of amalga- 
mating the polyglot dual monarchy of AustriarHungary (page 445). 

Acquisition of Hungary and Bohemia. — It was unques- 
tionably Austria's headship in the Empii’e which enabled the 
Habsburg princes at once to broaden and to consolidate their 
domain in the southeastern border-land between Slav and Teuton. 
Their power and mfluence within the Empire gave them their 
opportunity to control the destiny of border states like Bohemia 
and Hungary, lying at Austria’s doors. Both Hungary and 
Bohemia fell to Habsburg in the same year, the year 1526, when 
Ferdinand I. mounted their throne. 

Bohemia. — Bohemia was a Slavonic wedge thrust into 
the side of Germany. Compassed about by hostile powers, it 
was a prize to be fought for. Alternately conquered by several 
neighboring kingdoms, it finally fell into German hands and 
became an apanage of the Empire. It was as such that the Habs- 
burgei'B seized it when its throne became vacant in consequence 
of the extinction of a Luxemburg line of princes. In 1526 their 
hold upon it became complete, and they were thenceforth able to 
keep it seeure as an hereditary possession within their family. 

Moravia. — Moravia also was and is Slavonic. Slavs early 
drove out its Teutonic possessors, and were prevented from joining 
the Slavs of the southeast in the formation of a vast Slavonic 
kingdom only by the intervention of the Magyars, the conquerors 
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of Hungary. This dommant race in the tenth century thrust 
themselves in between the Slavs of the northwest and those of 
the southeast, and, driving back the Slavs of Moravia, reduced the 
once ‘ Great Moravia ’ to the dimensions of the present province. 
Striven for by Hungary, by Poland, and by Bohemia, Moravia 
finally met her natural fate in incorporation with Slavonic Bohe- 
mia (1029), and passed, along with that kingdom, into Austrian 
hands, in 1526. 

Hungary. — Hungary is the land of the Magyars, a Tura- 
nian race which retains even to the present day its distinctive 
Oriental features, habits, and bearing among the native European 
races about it. After having suffered the common fortune of 
being overrun by numerous barbaric hordes at the breaking up of 
the Eoman Empire, the territory of Hungary became, in 889, the 
realm of the Magyar duke Arpid, the Conqueror. In the year 
1000 the duke Vaik, who had succeeded to the duchy in 997, re- 
ceived at the hands of Pope Sylvester II. the title of ‘ apostolic 
king ’ of Hungary, and, under the name of Stephen, became the 
first of a line of native monarchs which kept the throne until 
1301. From 1301 till 1526 kings of various families and origins 
won places upon the throne. During this period, too, Hungary 
felt the full power of the Turk, since 1453 master of Constanti- 
nople. The battle of iilohacs (29 August, 1526) brought terrible 
overthrow upon the Hungarian forces at the hands of Soliman 
the Magnificent, and death to Louis, the Hungarian king. Louis 
was childless ; his widow, Maria, was sister to Ferdinand I. of 
Austria ; and it was her influence which led the more powerful 
party of nobles within the kingdom ta elect the Habsburger to 
the throne and so put Austria permanently in the Hungarian 
saddle. Not, however, until 1665-1671, a period of insurrection 
in Hungary, did the Habsburgers convert their elective into an 
hereditary right to the throne. 

Transylvania, Slavonia, Croatia. — Transylvania, Slavonia, 
and Croatia, annexed at various times, to Hungary, passed with 
Hungary to the house of Habsburg. Except during the period 
1848 to 1867, the period during which Hungary was being disci- 
plined for her revolt of 1848-1849, these provinces remained 
apanages of Hungary, though Croatia occupied a distinctive 
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position, and was always accorded a representative of her own in 
the Hungarian ministry. From 1848 to 1867 Transylvania, 
Slavonia, and Croatia were treated as Austrian crown lands. 

Galicia, Dalmatia. — Gkilicia, a district much fought for 
and often divided, formerly a part of Poland, came to Austria 
upon the first partition of Poland, in 1772. Dalmatia, once part 
of ancient Illyria, afterwards a possession of Venice, much coveted 
and sometimes held by Croatia and by Hungary, came to Austria 
through the treaty of Camj)o Pormio, in 1797, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. — The Congress of Berlin, 1878, 
which met to fix upon a basis for the new settlements resulting 
from the victories of Russia over Turkey, added to Austria’s 
multifarious duties as ruler of many races the protectorate of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, districts inhabited by a Servian race and 
long subiect to Turkish dominion. They were annexed by Aus- 
tria in 1908. 

Austria-Hungary: Hature of the Union. — The constitu- 
tion of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy practically recognized 
but two parties to the union, Austria and Hungary. Bohemia, 
for all she had so much individuality and boasted so fine a 
history of independence, was swallowed up in Austria : only the 
Magyars of Hungary, among all the races of the heterogeneous 
realm of the Ilabsburgers, obtained for the kingdom of their 
making a standing of equality alongside of dominant Austria. 

Variety of Bace. — The commanding difficulty of govern- 
ment throughout the whole course of Austro-Hungarian politics 
has been the variety of races embraced within the domain of the 
monarchy. First and most prominent was the three-sided contrast 
between German, Slav, and ^Magyar. Within this general clas- 
sification, again, Slav differed from Slav by reason of many sharp 
divergencies of history, of speech, and of religion ; and outside 
this classification, there was added a miscellany of Italians, Croats, 
Serbs, Rumanians, Jews, — men of almost every race and people 
of eastern Europe. This variety was emphasized by the fact that 
only the Czechs (Bohemians), among all these peoples, had a 
separate home land in which they were in the majority. In Bohe- 
mia and Moravia the Czechs constituted considerably more than 
half the population; whilst in Hungary the Magyars, though 
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greatly outnunibei'ing any ntlior one elcraciifc of the population, 
were less than half the whole number of inhabitants ; and in Aus- 
tria, though men of Gernuui blood were very greatly in the major- 
ity in the central provinces which may be called Austria proper, 
they constituted in Austria taken as a whole very little more than 
one-third of the population. 

Home Rule: Bohemia, Hungary. — At least two among 
these many races, moreover, were strenuously, restlessly, persist- 
ently devoted to independence. No lapse of time, no defeat of 
hopes, seemed suftieient to reconcile the Czechs of Bohemia to in- 
corporation with Austria. Pride of race and the memories of a 
notable and distinguished history kept them always at odds with 
the Germans within their gates and with the government set over 
their heads. They desired at least the same degree of autonomy 
that had been granted to Hungary. 

Not ‘ granted ’ either. No doubt it would l)e more correct to 
say the degree of autonomy wmi by Hungary. Dominant in a 
larger country than Bohemia, perhaps politically more cajjable 
than any Slavonic people, and certainly more enduring and defi- 
nite in their purposes, the Magyars, though crushed by superior 
force in the field of battle, were able to win a specially recog- 
nized and highly favored place in the dual monarchy. Although 
for a long time a laud in which the noble was the only citizen, 
Hungary has been a land of political liberties almost as long 
as England herself has been. The nobles of Plungary won from 
their king, Andreas II., in 1222, a « Golden Bull ” which was a 
veritable Magna Cliarta. It limited military service in the 
king’s army, it regulated taxation, it secured for every noble 
trial by his peers, it gave order and projjriety to judicial admin- 
istration, it even enacted the right of armed resistance to tyranny. 
The nobles, too, established their right to be personally summoned 
to the national Reichstag. Standing upon these privileges, they 
were long able to defeat the absolutism of the Austrian monarchs. 
Ferdinand I. acquired the throne of Hungary only after recognizing 
her constitution ; not for more than a hundred years did the crown 
become hereditary in the Austrian house ; and not till 1687 did 
the ancient right of armed resistance lose its legal support. 

The period of reaction which followed the Napoleonic wars 
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and the Congress of Vienna found kings everywhere tightening 
where they could the bonds of absolutism : and nowhere were 
those bonds more successfully strengthened than in Austria- 
Hungary under the reigning influence of the sinister Metternich. 
1848, however, saw the flames of iilsurrection break forth more 
fiercely in Hungary than anywhere else in terror-stricken 
Europe : only by the aid of Eussia was Austria able once more 
to get control of her great dependency. So completely was Hun- 
gary prostrated after this her supreme effort tliat she had for a 
little no choice but to suffer herself to be degraded into a mere 
province of Austria. 

The Constitution of 1867. — Wars and disasters presently 
burst upon the absolutist Austria, however, in an overwhelming 
storm. Thnist out from Germany (page 445) she was made at 
length to feel the necessity, if she would give her realm strength, 
to give lier subjects some rights. Her eyes were at last opened 
to the supreme folly of kee])ing the ])eoples under her rule weak 
and spiritless, poor and motionless, in order that her monarehs 
might not suffer contradiction. She assented, accordingly, 
18 February, 1807, to a constitutional arrangement which recog- 
nized the kingdom, not as Ansti-ia’s, but as the joint kingdom of 
Austria-Hungary, and which gave to the Phnpire its political 
organization. 

Dual Character of the Monarchy. — The Austro-Hun- 
garian monarchy, although compacted by the persistent forces of 
a long historical dcvelojnneut, was Jiot a unitary state, a teri-itoi'ial 
and legal unit, but simply a “ real union of two constitutionally 
and administratively independent states.” This union was, in- 
deed, more substantial than that formerly existing between 
Sweden and Norway: the latter began only in 1815, and was 
only an arrangement by which two kingdoms might subsist under 
a single king, as partners in international undertakings but as 
something less than partners in all'airs of nearer interest ; while 
Austria-Hungary, on the contrary, held as a dual possession by a 
single royal house for more than three hundred and fifty years, 
subjected by that house to the same military and financial ser- 
vices, and left the while in possession of only such liberties as 
could be retained by dint of turbulent insistence, consisted of two 
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countries at many points interlaced and amalgamated in history 
and in institutional life. 

The Fundamental Laws. — The constitutional law of 
the dual kingdom rested upon grants of privilege from the 
Crown. It is divisible into 'three parts : the laws of the union, 
the laws of Austria, and the laws of Hungary, (a) The laws of 
the rmion embraced, beside various other rules concerning succes- 
sion to the throne, the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713, which was 
formally adopted by the representatives of the Hungarian group 
of states ; and the identical Austrian and Hungarian laws, passed 
in December, 1867, which fixed the relations of the two kingdoms 
to one another and arranged for the administration of their com- 
mon affairs, (b) The fundamental law of Austria consisted of 
various royal decrees, ‘ diplomas,’ and patents, determining the 
membership, privileges, etc., of the national Eeichsrath and of 
the provincial Landtags. Of these the chief are five fundamental 
laws of December, 1867, by which a general reconstruction of the 
government was effected, in agreement with the new constitution 
given to the union in that year, (c) The constitutional arrange- 
ments of Hungary rested upon the Golden Bull of Andreas II., 
1222, touching the privileges of the Estates (page 494) ; upon cer- 
tain laws of 1790-1791 concerning the political independence of 
Hungary, and her exercise of legislative and executive powers ; 
upon laws of 1847-1848 granting ministerial responsibility, amiual 
sessions of the Reichstag, etc. ; and upon a law of 1868 (amended 
in 1873) whereby Croatia-Slavonia was given certain distinct privi- 
leges to be enjoyed independently of Hungary. These were most 
of them older laws than the Austrian. Although able for long 
periods together to keep Austria at their feet, the Hapsburgers 
were never able to keep Hungary for long in a similar attitude of 
submission. Her constitutional separateness and independence, 
though often temporarily denied in practice, were never destroyed. 
The cooperative rights of the Estates in government, communal 
self-administration, and the privileges of the free cities tri- 
umphantly persisted spite of all efforts made to suppress them. 

The Common Government ; the Emperor-King. — The Em- 
peror of Austria bore also the titles King of Bohemia and 
‘ Apostolic ’ King of Hungary (page 492). He stood at the head, 
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not of one of the branches of the government, but of the whole 
government in all its branches. In theory, indeed, he alone gov- 
erned : he made, while legislatures and provincial assemblies only 
assented to, the laws. Law limited his powers : the sphere of his 
authority was fixed in each kingdom by definite constitutional pro- 
visions ; but, whatever practical concessions modern movements 
of thought and of revolution may have compelled, it yet remained 
the theory, and to a certain extent the fact, of constitutional de- 
velopment in Austria-Hungary that the monarch had himself of 
his own free will created such limitations upon his prerogative 
as existed. There was, therefore, significantly enough, nothing to 
be said by constitutional commentators in Austria-Hungary either 
concerning the king’s veto or concerning any special arrange- 
ments for constitutional change. It was thought to go without the 
saying that the monarch’s negative would absolutely kill, his ‘ let it 
be’ abundantly vifeilize, all laws, whether constitutional or other. 

Succession, Begency, etc. — The laws touching the^ suc- 
cession to the Austro-Hungarian throne provided so minutely for 
the widest possible collateral inheritances that provision for a 
vacancy was apparently not necessary. Permanent laws vested 
the regency in specific representatives of the royal house. The 
royal age of majority was sixteen years. 

The Common ministries. — The Emperor-King was assisted 
in his direction of the common affairs of his two kingdoms by 
three Ministries and an Imperial Court of .‘Vudit. There was (1) a 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of the Imperial Household, which, 
besides the international functions indicated by its name, was 
chai-ged with oversight of the foreign trade and shipping inter- 
ests of the dual kingdom. (2) The Ministry of War, by which 
the common standing army of the two kingdoms was administered. 
The legislation upon which the maintenance of this common 
standing army was based originated with the legislatures of the 
two kingdoms acting separately. It was, that is, matter of agree- 
ment between the two countries. It covered such points as the 
size of the army, liability to military service, rules and methods 
of recruiting, etc., and was embodied in identical laws adopted by 
the two legislatures, each acting for itself and without constitu- 
tional compulsion. 
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As commander-in-chief of tlie army, the Emperor-King had the 
full right of discipline, full power to appoint, remove, or transfer 
officers of the line, and the determination of both the war and 
peace organizations of the army, quite indeijendently of any action 
whatever on the part of the minister of war. In most other con- 
cerns of the military administration, however, his acts require the 
countersignature of the minister. The militia, or reserve, services 
of the two kingdoms were separate, and separately maintauied ; 
hut in war the militia of hoth countries became supplementary to 
the regular army. 

(3) The Ministry of Finance: acting under the Emperor, the 
minister of iiuance prepared the joint budget, apportioned the costs 
of the common administration between Austria and Hungary, saw 
to the raising of tlie relative quotas, applied the common income 
in accordance with the provisions of the budget, and administered 
the common floating debt. 

The chief sources of the common revenue in Austria-Hungary 
were customs duties and direct contributions from the treasuries 
of the two states. (Certain parts of the customs duties were as- 
signed to the common treasury ; and such expenses as these were 
not sufficient to meet were defrayed by the contributions, Austria 
paying sixty-three and six tenths (63.0), and Hungary thirty-si.x 
and four tenths (36.4) per cent of the sums needed. 

The Economic Relations of Austria and Hungary were regu- 
lated in the imjjortaut matters of commerce, the money system, 
the management of those railroiids and telegraph lines whose 
operation affected the interests of both kingdoms, the customs 
system, and the indirect taxation of industries by formal agree- 
ments of a semi-international character entered into every ten 
years, and brought into force by separate but of course identical 
laws passed in the national legislatures of both countries. Each 
state controlled for itself the collection of customs duties within 
its own territory ; but Austria-Hungary was regarded as forming 
only a single customs and trade territory, and the laws touching 
administration in these fields were identical in the two countries. 

There was a joint stock Austro-Hungarian bank at Vienna ; 
the two kingdoms had by treaty the same system of weights and 
measures ; and there was separate coining but the same coinage. 
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Patents, Posts, and Telegraphs. — A coiiimou system of 
patents and copyrights was maintained ; and both countries had 
the same postal and telegraph service. 

The Delegations. — The most singular, interesting, and 
cliaracteristic feature of the common government of Austria-Hun- 
gary was the delegations, which constituted, in germ at least, a 
common legislature. There were two Delegations, an Austrian 
and a Hungarian. They were respectively committees of the Aus- 
trian and Hungarian legislatures. Each Delegation consisted of 
sixty members, twenty of whom were chosen by the upper, forty 
by the lower chamber of the legislature which they repi'esented. 
But, although thus in form a committee of the legislature which 
sent it forth, each Delegation may be said to have represented the 
kingdom from which it came rather than the legislature of that 
kingdom. It was not subject to be instructed, but acted upon its 
own judgment as an independent body. The two Delegations sat 
and acted seijarately, though they exercised identical functions. 
Each passed judgment upon the budget of the common adminis- 
tration, each was at liberty to take action upon the management 
of the common debt, each superintended the common administra- 
tion, and could freely question and ‘ interpellate ’ the ministers, 
from whom each heard periodical reports ; and each had the 
privilege of initiative as regards all measures coming within 
their competence. These functions were concurrent, not joint. 
They were, nevertheless, obvionsly functions which must under 
such a system be exercised in full agreement : the common ad- 
ministration could not serve two masters. If, therefore, after a 
triple exchange of resolutions no agreement was reached between 
the two bodies, a joint session was held, in which, without 
debate, and by a mere absolute majority vote, the question at 
issue was decided. 

As a matter of fact the legislative powers of the Delegations 
were very narrow indeed. Their independent action was con- 
fined for the most part to the granting of supplies and tlic super- 
intendence of the administrative action of the three common 
ministries. The very supplies they granted came out of taxes 
voted separately by the parliaments of the two kingdoms ; and 
almost every agency they used rested upon treaties and identical 
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laws independently passed. The term for which the Delegations 
were elected was one year. They were called together by the 
monarch amiually, one year at Vienna, the next at Buda-Pest. 
In the. selection of members of the Delegation the Austrian crown 
lands (the provinces once separate or independent) were entitled 
to representation, as was also Groatia^Slavonia on the Hungarian 
side. When the two Delegations met in joint session, the 
number of members present from each must be equal to the 
number of those present from the other, any numerical inequality 
being corrected by lot. 

Citizenship. — There was no common citizenship for the 
two kingdoms; but in all business relationships the citizens of 
each state were regarded as citizens of the other. 

The Ooremment of Austria: the Executive. — The gov- 
erning power rested in Austria with the Emperor. The recent 
Emperors by no means ventured upon the centralization of 
authority attempted and in part effected by Maria Theresa and 
Joseph II.; but Austrian constitutional law did not assign duties 
to the head of the state : it assigned functions to the ministers 
and granted privileges to the representative bodies. All powers 
not explicitly so conferred remained with the Emperor. He 
directed all the administrative activities of the state; he ap- 
pointed the life members of the upper house of the Eeichsrat; and, 
through his ministers, he in large measure controlled legislation. 
But he must act in administration through the ministers and in 
legislation through the parliament. The countersignatures of the 
ministers were, by statute, made necessary for the validity of his 
decrees ; and the consent of the ReichsraJt was indispensable to the 
determination of the policy and content of all legislation. The 
only judicial prerogative that remained with him was the power of 
pardon. On all sides his power was circumscribed by the legally 
necessary cooperation of other regularly constituted authorities. 

The ministry, which consisted of a Minister-President and 
seven heads of departments, acted as the Emperor’s council, but 
it did not constitute a board whose majority vote decided admin- 
istrative questions. Action was taken, rather, in each department 
upon the individual responsibility of the minister at its head. 
The ministers had a threefold office : they were the Emperor’s 
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councillors, they executed his commands, and they were the re- 
sponsible administrators of special branches of the public service. 
They acted for the Emperor also in introducing measures in the 
Beichsrat. They must attend both Houses to defend the "policy 
of the executive and to answer ‘interpellations.’ There were 
eight executive departments : Interior, National Defence, Religion 
and Education, Trade, Agriculture, Einance, Justice, and Rail- 
ways. The Minister-President often held no portfolio, and con- 
stituted a ninth minister. 

Legislation : the National and Provincial Legislatnres. — 

In all legislation of whatever kind the cooperation of the repre- 
sentatives of the people was necessarj’^ ; but not all of this cooper- 
ative privilege belonged to the Meichsmt, the national legislative 
body. Cooperation in the greater matters of legislation was ex- 
pressly given by law to the Jteiclisrat, but all legislative powers 
not expressly granted to it belonged to the sphere of the Land- 
tags of the seventeen provinces (kingdoms, grand-duchies, arch- 
duchies, duchies, and counties), of which the conglomerate realm 
was made up. 

The Reiohsrat. — The Beichsrat consisted of a House of 
Lords {^Herrenhans) and a House of Representatives {Abgeord- 
netenhaus). To the House of Lords came princes of the blood 
royal who had reached their majority, the archbishops and cer- 
tain bishops, nobles of high rank who had acquired hereditary 
seats in the chamber, and such life members as the Emperor 
chose to appoint in recognition of special services to the state, 
to the church, to science, or to art. To the other House came 
representatives chosen by general, equal, and direct manhood 
sufErage.i The term of the lower house was six years. The 
number of members in the House of Representatives by the law 
of 1907 was 516. Representation was apportioned among the 
several lands which form the Austrian domain. 

The assent of the chambers was required not only in legis- 
lation but also for the validity of treaties which affected the trade 
of the country, which laid economic burdens upon the state, which 
affected its legal constitution, or which concerned an alienation or 
extension of territory. The powers of the two Houses were the 

1 Law of 1907. 
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same, except that financial measures and bills which affected re- 
cruitment for the army must originate in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. It was the general rule that the assent of both Houses 
was necessary to every resolution or action of the Beichsrat; but 
an interesting exception is to be noted. If a disagreement arose 
between the chambers upon a question of finance or of military 
recruitment, the lowest figures or numbers were to be considered 
adopted. 

The Emperor named not only the life members but also the 
president and vice-president of the House of Lords. He called 
and opened the sessions of the Beichsrat, and might close, ad- 
journ, or dissolve it. It was within the prerogative of the Em- 
peror, acting with the advice of his ministers, to enact any laws 
which seemed to be immediately necessary during a recess of the 
Beichsrat, provided they were not financial laws, or laws which 
in any way permanently encumbered the state. But such laws 
must be submitted to the Beichsrat within four weeks after its 
next assembling (gomg first to the House of Representatives), 
and altogether lapsed unless submitted to the Beichsrat within 
that time, and sanctioned by it. 

Ministerial Responsibility. — In theory, the ministers were 
responsible to the Houses, and resigned if defeated ; but the 
theory found no realization in practice. Race lines determined 
party lines in the Houses, and even members of the same race did 
not keep steadily^ together in purpose or policy ; so that there 
were no governing parties, and no majorities that could be reck- 
oned beforehand. The Emperor might idacate now this group, 
and again the other, and so keep his own ministers and pursue 
his own policy. 

The Landtags. — The greater political divisions of Austria 
retained their own Landtags, or local legislatures, and to these be- 
longed considerable legislative powers. The Emperor named 
the chairmen of the Landtags and their substitutes ; he called, 
opened, and might close, adjourn, or dissolve the Landtags; and 
his assent was necessary to all their acts. But their consent was 
necessary to almost all laws which affected the provinces which 
they represented, and their privileges constituted an important 
part of the total of legislative power which rested with the repre- 
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sentatives of the people. The provinces had also extensive rights 
of self-administration. 

Local Government. — The Landtags were the most con- 
spicuous organs of self-government. Each Landtag cons^ted of 
a single chamber and represented the same classes of voters that 
sent members to the national Beichsrat (page 501), — with the ad- 
dition of another, an official class. The administrative organ of 
the province was a jjrovincial committee, as in France. The cen- 
tral government was represented in the exercise of its manj' local 
powers by a Statthalter or Lande^mlsidenf, whose powers were 
very extensive. Within the province there were, in some parts 
of the country, districts or circles, which were areas of financial 
administration ; and throughout the country the smallest areas 
of local government were the Communes, local bodies which, ac.t- 
ing within the commission of general statutes, exercised con- 
siderable powers of self-direction through a communal committee 
and a communal president chosen, together with a certain num- 
ber of assistants, by the committee. The Commimes were organs 
of the provinces, and their ijresidcnts to a certain extent served 
the general state administration. 

The Government of Hungary: the Executive. — The king 
bore substantially the same relations to the other powers of tlie 
state in Hungary that he bore in Austria. The directing head 
of the state, he yet must act in all administj’ative matters through 
the ministers, and iji all legislative mattei’s through the national 
chamber. Even his treaty-making i)OAver was limited as regards 
Hungary in the same way that it was limited as regards Austria 
(page 502). 

The Hungarian 'Ministry consisted of a Minister-President and, 
if he held no portfolio, of nine other ministers : a minister attend- 
ant upon the king, a minister of the Interior, a minister of Fmance, 
a minister of Industry and Commerce, a mmister of Agriculture, 
a minister of Justice, a minister of Eeligion and Education, a 
minister of Hational Defence, and a special minister for Croatia- 
Slavonia. 

The ministers attended the sittings of the chambers and played 
there the same part that the Austrian ministers played in the 
Beichsrat (page 501). The Hungarian ministers were, however, 
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subject to a real responsibility to the parliament of the kingdom. 
The Magyars maintained a veritable majority in the Hungarian 
Houses, and they knew their own minds and the right methods 
of par,ty discipline, besides. They have been statesmen and 
rulers time out of mind, and the king’s ministers in Himgary 
obeyed and represented the majority in parliament, resigning as 
of course when defeated. 

The Diet. — The Diet (OrszdggyiiUs), the national repre- 
sentative body, consisted of a Table of Magnates and a Table of 
Eepresentatives. To the former went all hereditary peers who paid 
an annual land tax of three thousand florins, the highest offlcials 
of the Eoman Catholic and Greek churches, certain ecclesiastical 
and lay representatives of the Protestant churches, eighty-four 
life peers appointed by the king, certain members ex officio, three 
delegates from Croatia-Slavonia, and those royal archdukes who 
had reached their majority and who owned landed estates in Hun- 
gary. The Table of Eepresentatives consisted of four hundred 
and fifty-three members elected by direct vote for a term of five 
years. The membership of the House for ordinary business, 
however, was only four hundred and thirteen. The forty addi- 
tional members represented Croatia-Slavonia; and, inasmuch as 
that great province had an almost independent legislature of its 
own, its members in the national House voted only upon ques- 
tions of national action which affected their own province. These 
subjects were understood to be, the army, trade, and finance. As 
must always happen where there is real ministerial responsi- 
bility, the lower House was the governing House. The Magnates 
yielded, in the long run, every point upon which the purpose of 
the Eepresentatives was definitely fixed. 

The franchise rested upon the payment of a small amount of 
taxes on land or on income. Members of certain learned and 
professional classes, however, possessed the franchise without 
any property qualification. 

The president and vice-president of the upper House were 
nominated by the king. As in the case of the Austrian repre- 
sentative bodies, so also in the case of the Hungarian, the king 
convened and opened, and might close, adjourn, or dissolve 
them. 
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Local Govemiaent. — For ijurposes of local government 
Hungary was divided into shires, self-administered cities, and 
Communes. The organization was throughout substantially the 
same. In each area, — the Commune excepted, — there a 

president who represented the central government ; in each, with- 
out exception, there was an administrative committee which was 
the executive representative of the local body and an assembly, 
in part representative and in part i>rimary (inasmuch as those 
who are most highly taxed are entitled to be present), with which 
rested the general direction of affairs. 

Croatia-Slavonia. — There was not in Hungary the pro- 
vincial organization which existed in Austria. Croatia-Slavonia 
was the only constituent part of the Iluug;irian lauds which had 
its own separate Landtag. The organization of this territory 
was in all respects exceptional. It was given legal rights which 
could not be taken away from it without its own consent ; and it 
had a distinct administration resimnsible to the king and to its 
own Landtag. It was, nevertheless, an integral part of the Hun- 
garian monarchy. 

Kevolution and the Breaking Bp of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire.*^ — The war has brought the long-anticipated dissolution 
of the power of the Habsburgs and the i)roclamatiou of a number 
of independent republican states. The Emperor Charles II. has 
abdicated and the Union of Austria and Hungary has been dis- 
solved. Hungary has been proclaimed a republic and will doubt- 
less be greatly reduced in size through the loss of territories that 
will become independejit or that will join witli Eumania and Serbia. 
The Czecho-Slovaks in Bohemia and Slavonia have proclaimed 
themselves independent a,nd are establishing a republic, as have 
the Jugo-Slavs in the South. The fate of the German Austrians 
is not yet determined. The Austrian Poles have joined in the 
new Kepublic of Poland ; Transylvania will probably unite with 
Eumania, since they are of the same nationality. The Croats 
and Serbians in Bosnia and Herzegovina have proposed a union 
with Serbia, and Italia Irredenta will return to Italy. 

Whatever the exact territorial arrangements may be, the Aus- 
trian and the Hungarian power over the subject races in the 

1 Written December 1, 1918. 
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Empire lias lieen broken, and out of the disruption of the Empire 
will come a number of small, national states in which the national 
aspirations for independence will be realized. 
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Tee struggle for Serbian independence began in 1804 and con- 
tinued until by the Treaty of Adrianople in 1829 the pachalik of 
Belgrade "was erected into an autonomous and tributary princi- 
pality under the suzerainty of Tui’key and the protection of 
Russia. Miloch Obrenoviteh was proclaimed hereditary prince 
by the national Skupshtina and was recognized as such by the 
Porte in 1830. Under him a constitution was prepared and after 
approval by the Grand Skupshtina was promulgated in 1836. It 
created a Council of State charged with the duty of preparing 
the laws, but as it met for only two days a year it could not per- 
form its function aud became merely a chamber for enrolling the 
laws. This constitution Avas of short duration and was succeeded 
by another, called the Oustav, or Statute, which Avent into effect 
in 1839. For twenty years the Statute was the fundamental laAV 
of the principality. By the Treaty of Paris in 1856, the Russian 
protectorate of the pi-incipality was abolished, and Serbia was 
recognized as a semi-independent state. In 1861 the functions 
of the Skupshtina Avere by laAv determined in some detfiil aud a 
distinction made betAveen the ordinary Skupshtina and the Gniiid 
Skupshtina which had no stated meetings. The Skupshtina was 
a sort of popAilar assembly, whose origin lay in very remote time. 

In 1878, by the Treaty of Berlin, the complete independence 
of the principality Avas recognized, and in 1882 the national 
Skupshtina proclaimed the principality a kingdom aud Prince 
Milan Obrenoviteh IV took the title of Milan I, King of Serbia. 

In 1869, following the assassination of Prince Michel, the 
Grand SkttpshHna had, through a committee, prepared and pro- 
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claimed a constitution. This lasted until 1888 -when King Milan 
yielded to the oft-repeated demands for a revision, and appointed 
a committee of seventy, composed of members of the difierent 
parties. The work of the committee was ratified by a Grand 
Skupshtina and the new constitution was promulgated in Febru- 
ary, 1889. Its existence was brief, for it was suspended by a 
royal proclamation in May, 1894, and the constitution of 1869 
was again put into effect. Seven years later this constitution 
was again repealed and a new one was proclaimed in April, 1901. 

The constitution of 1901 was elaborated in conjunction with 
the leaders of the radical and progressive parties and contained 
an innovation in the form of a senate. Following the assassina- 
tion of King Alexander and Queen Draga in 1903, the Skupshtina 
revived the constitution of 1888 and proclaimed Peter Kara- 
georgevitch king, with the title of Peter I. 

According to the constitution the kingdom is an hereditary 
and constitutional monarchy combined with representation of the 
people. The state religion is that of the Orthodox Greek Church. 

For purposes of adiuiuistiution the kingdom is divided into 
departments (okroug), the departments into arroudissements 
(srez), and the arroudissements into communes {ppchtina). 

The constitution contains a statement of the rights of citizens : 
all are equal before the law and no titles of nobility can be 
granted or recognized ; individual liberty is guaranteed and no 
one can be tried except by a competent tribunal ; private domi- 
cile and private property are inviolable ; freedom of conscience 
is absolute and instruction is free in so far as it is not contrary 
to public order and morality ; primary instraction is obligatory 
and free in the public schools •, liberty of speech and of the press, 
freedom of assembly and of association, and the right of petition 
are guaranteed. 

The King. — The executive power is vested in the King 
and is exercised through responsible ministers who are appointed 
and dismissed by the King. He is the head of the state and his 
person is inviolable ; he cannot be held responsible ; he sanctions 
and promulgates the laws ; he appoints the officers of the state 
and they exercise their authority in his name and under his super- 
vision; he is commander-in-chief of the army; he conducts the 
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foreign affairs of the state, declares war, makes treaties of peace, 
of alliance, and of all other sorts and communicates them to the 
Skupshtina as soon as national interests permit ; treaties of com- 
merce and those which require tlie expenditure of money or a 
modification of the laws or which affect the rights of citizens 
must be approved by the Sku2ishtina before they become binding ; 
he convokes the Skupshtina in ordinary or extraordinary sessions ; 
he opens and closes its sessions ; he may prorogue it, but not for 
a longer period than two months and not oftener than once in 
the same session without its consent; he may dissolve it, but 
new elections must be held within two mouths and the new 
assembly must meet within three months. The decree of disso- 
lution must be countersigned by all the ministers. 

No act of the King touching state affairs is valid unless 
countersigned by a competent minister who thereby assumes 
the responsibility. In case the throne becomes vacant, the Grand 
Skiqishtina shall determine the question of a successor. 

The Skupshtina. — The national Skupshtina, which repre- 
sents the country, is ordinary (obitclma) or grand (velika) ; it is 
composed of deputies freely chosen by tlie people in accordance 
with the provisions of the constitution. The election is direct 
and voting is secret and by ballot. There are one hundred and 
sixty-six deputies, chosen by districts ; the electors comprise all 
Serbian citizens twenty-one years of age and over who pay an 
annual direct tax to the state of five dollars. 

No one can be elected who is not qualified to vote, and in 
addition he must, if a naturalized citizen, have been a resident 
for five years, and must be at least thirty years of age, enjoy full 
political and civil rights, be a permanent resident and pay at 
least six dollars direct feix a year. Deputies ■who enter the 
service of the state, except ministers, lose their membership but 
may stand for reelection. The term is four years and there is 
an annual session wdiich cannot end until the Budget is passed ; 
its sessions are public unless a secret session is demanded by the 
president or ten members, in ■which case the Skupshtina decides. 
All proposed laws, except those relating to the Budget, must 
first be considered by the Council of State, and all bills must be 
referred to a committee and cannot be considered unless favorably 
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reported by the committee. Every deimty bas the right to 
address questions and interpellations to mbusters, who must 
answer before the close of the session. 

Thd Grand Skiipalilina is composed of twice as many members 
as the ordinary Skupshtina and is summoned when it is necessary 
to decide the succession to the throne, to appoint a Council of 
Eegency, to decide upon amendments to the Constitution, to de- 
termine upon the alienation or exchange of national territory, 
and when the King deems it necessary to consult it. 

Uinisteia. — The ministers are the heads of the executive 
departments, except the president of the council of ministers, 
who may be without portfolio. They are appointed and dis- 
missed by the King. They have the right of free access to the 
Skupshtina, but may not vote unless they are members ; the 
Skiipshtina may demand their presence at its sittings. They 
are responsible to the King and to the Skupshtina for all official 
acts ; and may be tried by a special court composed of members 
of the Council of State and the Court of Cassation. 

Council of State. — The Council of State is composed of six- 
teen members, eight of whom are appointed by the King and eight 
by the Sku2}shtina; the King sends to the Skupshtina a list of six- 
teen names from which the Skupshtina chooses eight and it in 
turn sends a similar list to the King from which he chooses eight. 
They are appointed for life. The chief functions of the Council 
are to draft, at the invitation of the government, proposals for 
laws, to give its advi<!e upon questions submitted by the gov- 
ernment, and to examine all proposals for laws introduced by 
the government or initiated by the Skupshtina, and no discussion 
of any proposed law may take place until the Council has given 
its opinion. The Council may appoint one or more of its 
members to defend its report before the SkupMina. 

The Courts. — The courts are declared independent and it 
is forbidden to the executive or to the legislative departments to 
interfere in judicial matters. No special tribunals or commissions 
to exercise judicial functions may be created. 

There is a Court of Cassation for the whole country which de- 
termines solely questions of law ; it also has jurisdiction in cases 
of conflict between the judicial and the administrative authorities. 
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Below the Court of Cjissation are courts of appeal and courts of 
first instance. 

Judges are appointed by the King ; they are not liable to re- 
moval except by a judgment of a regular tribunal or by the Court 
of Cassation for a disciplinary offence, nor can they be transferred 
without their consent. 

Amendment of the Constitution. — The proposal for an 
amendment, revision, or interpretation of the Constitution may 
originate with the King or with the Shtpshtina; if with the King 
it shall be communicated to the Shu2)shthui which shall at once be 
dissolved and the Grand Skupshtina summoned within four 
mouths; if the i)roiJosal originates Avith the Skiipshtim, it must be 
passed by that body by an absolute majority of the deputies twice 
at an interval of ten days ; thereupon the Shtpshtina is dissolved 
and the Grand Shqjshtina must be summoned Avithin four months. 

The decasion in each case by the Grand Skupshtina shall be by 
an absolute majority of the members, and its decisions, Avhen 
saiuitioned by the King, become binding. 
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Bt the treaty of Adrianople of September 14, 1829, Moldavia 
and Wallachia acq^uired the title of Principalities and became 
vassal territories of Turkey. With the cessation of the military 
occupation in 1834, two organic laws, prepared under the influence 
of Eussia, were put into effect and served for twenty-seven years 
as the bases of the organization of the Principalities, which during 
that period were under the protection of Eussia. By the Treaty 
of Paris of 1856, the Eussian protectorate was abolished and the 
Principalities were recognized as semi-independent states, each 
with its separate Prince ; but in 1859 Colonel Cuza was elected 
‘ Hospodar,’ or Lord, by each and took the title of Prince Alexander- 
Joan I. The union of the Principalities under the name of Ru- 
mania was formally proclaimed at Bucharest and at Jassy on 
December 23, 1861. 

In July, 1864, a statute was promulgated by which a Senate and 
a Council of State Avas created and in 1866 as a result of a revo- 
lution Prince Alexauder-Joan abdicated ; a fcAV months afterward 
Prince Charles of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen Avas called to the 
throne by poxjular vote and took the name of Charles I. The 
Sultan confirmed this choice and conferred on him the title of the 
hereditary prince. Charles summoned a constituent assembly for the 
purpose of framing a constitution which on June 30, 1866, Avas pro- 
claimed, and, Avith modifications, is the constitution in force to-day. 

As a result of the Eusso-Turkish war of 1877, Eumania AA'as 
recognized as an independent state by the Treaty of Berlin in 1878, 
but upon condition of a modification in the constitution which 
should remove all distinctions and incapacities arising out of re- 
ligious beliefs. In 1881 Eumania became a kingdom and its 
Prince took the title of King. 
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Constitution. — The constitution of 1866, as amended in 
1879 and 1884, is divided into eight titles dealing with the territory, 
the rights of Kumanians, the powers of the state, finances, the 
army, general provisions, amendment, and temporary and sup- 
plemental provisions. 

Bights of Bumanians. — The declaration of the rights of 
Bumanians contains the usual jJrovisions upon liberty of conscience, 
of speech, of the press, of meeting and upon individual freedom, 
protection from arbitrary arrest and prosecution except as pro- 
vided by law, inviolability of residence and property, and the right 
of peaceable assembly and of association. In a number of respects 
the exercise of these rights is subject to the provisions of law. 

The Powers of the State. — All power emanates from the 
people and can be exercised only by delegation and in the manner 
prescribed in the constitution. The legislative power is exercised 
by the King and the national assembly, which is composed of two 
houses. The King and each house is a separate part of the legis- 
lative power and each can initiate legislation. The interpretation 
of the law belongs solely to tlie legislative power. The executive 
power is in the hands of the King, !uid the judicial, of the courts. 

National Assembly. — The national assembly is composed 
of two houses, the members of which represent the nation and not 
merely the district from which they are chosen. Members of 
either house, except ministers who accept a salaried post from the 
government, cease to be members but may again become membei's 
by a new election. The houses enjoy the ordinary rights and 
privileges of constitutional assemblies. 

Chamber of Deputies. — The chamber is composed of 183 
members, chosen for a term of four years. Members must be 
twenty-five years of age, Eumanian c’itizenS'.^njoying full civil 
and political rights and domiciled in the coun^. The electors 
are all male citizens of full age ^dio pay taxe^ ’' The electors in 
each district are divided into tliree colleges j, first comprises 
all owners of property producing an income of, at least two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, the second those domiciled and resident iu 
urban communes and paying direct taxes to the state of at least 
four dollars a year, and those who exercise the liberal professions, 
officers, state ])ensionei'.s and those who have been through the 
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primary course ; the third, all others who pay taxes. Within 
this last college those who eau read and write and have an 
income of at least sixty dollars from i-ural land, priests, and 
village* schoolmasters vote directly ; all the rest vote indirectly. 
Every fifty indirect electors choose a delegate and the delegates 
vote with the direct electors of the colleges. The first college elects 
seventy-five deputies, the second seventy, and the third thirty-eight. 

The Senate. — The Senate is composed of one hundred and 
twenty members, of whom two rei)resent the universities, eight 
are high ecclesiastical dignitaries, and one hundred and ten are 
elected. The electors in each district are divided into two col- 
leges ) in the first are all electors having property yielding an 
aimual income of at least §400, and in the second those having 
property yielding from $100 to $400. In each college certain 
individuals are enrolled irrespective of the property qualification. 
In general they incdude the high officials of state, of the army and 
the courts, luemhers of the professions, professors, and teachers. 

The first college electa sixty senators and the second fifty. 
Senators must be at least forty years of age, Rumanian citizens 
enjoying full civil and political rights, domiciled in Rumania, 
and have an assured income of aljout $1800. The i)roperty quali- 
fication is dispensed with in the case of a number of high officials. 
The heir to the throne has a right to membership at eighteen 
but no right to vote until he is twenty-five. The term of senators 
is eight years, and one half are elected every four years. In case 
of dissolution the entire Senate is renewed. 

The King and the Ministers. — The constitution declares 
that “ the constitutional powers of the King are hereditary ” in 
the House of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen according to the Salic 
law. In the event the throne becomes vacant, choice of a new 
King devolves upon the two Houses sitting together; they must 
meet at once and choose a successor within eight days. During 
the vacancy the Houses united shall choose a commission of three 
who shall exercise the royal power until a King is chosen. The 
person of the King is inviolable. The ministers are responsible, 
and no act of the King is valid unless countersigned by a minister 
who thereby assumes responsibility for it. 

The King ap])oints and dismisses the ministers ; sanctions and 
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promulgates the laws,, and may refuse his sanction ; he may issue 
ordinances to aid in carrying out the laws but cannot suspend 
them ; he is chief of the array and he concludes treaties, hut to 
become binding they must be approved by the legislative power. 
He summons and closes the sessions of the Houses, though the 
Houses must meet annually on a given date if not previously 
summoned by the King ; he may adjourn the Houses, but not for 
longer than a month and not oftener than once in a session with- 
out tlie consent of the Houses ; he may dissolve either or both of 
the Houses, but in ease of dissolution, the Houses must be con- 
voked within three mouths. 

Ministers have tlie right to appear in either (ihamber and take 
jjart in the debates but can vote only in the House of which they 
are members. At least one minister must he present before the 
Houses can deliberate, and the Houses can demand the presence 
of ministers. Every member of both Houses has the right to 
interpellate the ministers. 

The judicial power is established by law and no commissions 
or extraordinary courts can be created on any pretext. There is 
a Court of Cassation established by the constitution and inferior 
courts by law. Jury trials are assui-ed for criminal cases and for 
political and press offences. 

Tinanoes. — The Budget is prepared annually by the 
Chamber of Heputies and must be passed by it and sanctioned by 
the King. If the Budget is not passed in time, the executive 
power may exjiend for the public service in accordainje with the 
Budget of the previous year, but no Budget can be extended more 
than a year beyond the year for which it was passed. 
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Bt the Treaty of Berlin of 1878 Bulgaria was severed from 
the Turkish Empire and established as an autonomous and tribu- 
tary principality under the suzerainty of the Sultan. During the 
Russo-Turkish War of 1877 the Russians took possession of Bul- 
garia and established an imperial commissioner. This commis- 
sioner summoned an assembly composed of representatives in part 
appointed by himself, in part chosen by the people and in part 
by virtue of their official positions. The assembly was composed 
of 233 members and met at Tirnovo in February, 1879, and on the 
16th of April proclaimed a constitution. In April of the same 
year the great Sobranje assembled for the choice of a ruler. 
Prince Alexander of Battenberg was chosen and assumed the 
direction of the new principality. He regarded the constitution 
with disfavor, and following a number of dissolutions of the 
assembly he issued a proclamation on the 27tli of April, 1881, in 
which he declared that he would resign his throne unless extraor- 
dinary power should be conferred upon him for a period of seven 
years in order to reform the administration and to create new 
institutions, particularly a Council of State composed of Bul- 
garians ; he also demanded the cessation of the annual meeting 
of the Sobranje and the extension of the current budget to the 
following year with provision for the summoning of a great 
Sobranje at the end of the seven years. 

These conditions were accepted by the Sobranje and until 
September, 1883, Alexander ruled as an absolute prince ; it then 
became necessary for him to declare the constitution of 1879 
again in operation but upon condition that it should be amended 
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by a great Sobmnje. The revision of the constitution was pub- 
lished in December, 1883. The principal change was in the 
establishment of a second Chamber which should be composed of 
members in part appointed by the Prince, in part elected by the 
people, and in part of members attending by virtue of their 
offices. This provision for a second Chamber was never accepted 
by the ordinary Sobranje and, therefore, never became effective. 
Por the next ten years it could hardly be said that the govern- 
ment of Bulgaria was conducted in accordance with constitutional 
provisions. 

By the Treaty of Berlin, the province of East Eumelia was 
constituted a separate principality under the suzerainty of the 
Sultan, but the separation between Bulgaria and East Eumelia 
was ail artificial one and was brought to a close in 1886 when 
Eumelia rebelled against Turkish domination, drove out the gov- 
ernor, and proclaimed Alexander as Prince. Eumelia thereby 
became a part of Bulgaria. 

In 1893 the Bulgarian constitution was revised and by the 
i-evision it was provided that there should be a representative 
chosen for every twenty thousand inhabitants. From that time 
on Bulgaria may be said to have been, in form at least, governed 
iu accordance with the constitution. In October, 1908, Prince 
Ferdinand proclaimed Bulgaria an independent kingdom and 
assumed the title of Uzar. In October, 1918, he abdicated iu 
favor of his sou Boris, Avho likewise abdicated within a month, 
and Bulgaria was proclaimed a republic. 

The principal features of the constitution of 1879 were the 
existence of an hereditary prince in a state called a constitutional 
monarchy with popular representation and a popular assembly. 
The Prince, later the tV.ar, Avas the head of the state ; his person 
was sacred and inviolable ; he conducted foreign affairs ; was 
commander-iu-chief of the military forces in Avar and in peace, 
and he had the right of refusing his sanction to laws passed by 
the popular assembly. 

The Sobranje. — Popular representation existed in tAvo 
bodies : the ordinary Sobranje and the great Sobranje. Both were 
elected directly by the people in accordance with the same elec- 
tion laAVS and procedure. The great Sobranje was composed of 
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twice as many members as the ordinary Sobranje ; it met onlj 
on special occasions, which were determined in the constitution 
as follows ; for the consideration of the question of the cession 
or exchange of territory, for amendment or revision of the con- 
stitution, and for the filling of a vacancy in the succession to the 
throne and to receive the oath from a new Prince when he 
ascended the throne. The ordinary Sobranje was elected for a 
period of four years on the basis of universal and direct suffrage 
and consisted of one deputy for every twenty thousand inhabit- 
ants. It Avas the legislative body of the kingdom and was en- 
dowed with the ordinary rights and privileges of legislative 
bodies. The executive porver was exercised by ministers ap- 
pointed and dismissed by the Czar and they were responsible by 
counter-signature for all his acts ; also they could be held legally 
and politically responsible by the Sobranje which controlled the 
executive by means of the necessity for an annual approval of the 
budget. 
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Gkrece was a Turkish province from the latter part of the 
16th century until its mdependeuce was achieved in the revolu- 
tion of 1821-1829. During the revolutionary period several con- 
stitutions were framed but they were never put into effect. At 
the conference of London in 1830 Greece was declared a kingdom 
and put under the protection of Great Britain, France, and Russia. 
Prince Otto of Bavaria was accepted by Greece as king by the 
treaty of 1832 and ascended the throne January 26, 1833. He 
ruled for eleven years without a constitution but assisted by a 
council of state which had, however, only advisory powers. Fol- 
lowing a revolution in 184-3, a constituejit assembly was sum- 
moned at Athens which iulopted a constitution in February, 1844, 
modeled on the French constitution of 1830 and the constitution 
of Belgium. 

King Otto Avas expelled in October, 18(»2, and in the following 
year Prince George of Denmark Avas elected and became King 
George the First. This election Avas made under the guidance of 
the three protecting poAvers. In the following year a general re- 
vision of the constitution Avas imdertakcn by the national assem- 
bly which had elected the neAv King, and the constitution thus 
framed was adopted in October, 1834. This is the constitution 
Avhich is in force at the present time. It contains provisions 
regarding the rights of Greek subjects, the poAvers of the state, 
the King, the ministers, the legislative branch, and the judicial 
poAver. 

Eights of Greek Subjects. — The constitutional provisions 
touching the rights of Greek subjects provide for equality of all 
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Greeks before the law and a contribution by them without dis- 
tinction, in accordance with their wealth, to the expenses of the 
state ; titles of nobility may neither he conferred nor recognized ; 
individual liberty, freedom from arrest and imprisonment except 
in pursuance of the forms of law, the right of peaceable assembly, 
of association, and of petition are established ; private domicile 
and private property are inviolable and private property may not 
be taken for public use without payment. Likewise there is free- 
dom of speech and of the press. 

Powers of the State. — All power emanates from the nation, 
and can be exercised only in the manner established by the consti- 
tution. The legislative j)ower is exercised jointly by the King and 
by the chamber (BouU). Laws may be initiated either by the 
chamber or by the King, who exercises his initiative through min- 
isters. Proposals relating to increase of public expense for the 
establishment of pensions, or in general for any individual inter- 
est, must be originated by the chamber. Authoritative interpre- 
tation of the laws belongs to the legislative authority. 

Executive power belongs to the King, who exercises it through 
responsible ministers appointed by him. 

The judicial authority is exercised by the courts, whose judg- 
ments are executed in the name of the King. 

The King. — The King cannot be held responsible and his 
person is inviolable. Responsibility rests upon his ministers, and 
no act of his is valid unless countersigned by a competent minis- 
ter who thereby assumes the responsibility. Ministers are ap- 
pointed and dismissed by the King. 

The King is the supreme head of the state ; he commands the 
military and naval forces ; declares war ; makes treaties of peace, 
of alliance and of commerce; he must give information to the 
chamber, with the necessary explanations concerning these 
treaties, as soon as the safety of the state permits. Treaties of 
commerce and other treaties containing provisions which require 
the sanction of the law, or which affect the Greeks individually, 
must receive the consent of the chamber before they become 
binding. The King has the power to issue ordinances necessary 
to carry out the laws but an ordinance may never suspend the 
operation of a law. 
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Laws must be sanctioned and promulgated by the King. A bill 
passed by the chamber which does not receive the sanction of 
the King within a period of two months following the close of a 
session is regarded as rejected by the King. 

The King must convoke tlie chamber at least once a year in 
ordinary session and he may summon extraordinary sessions as 
often as he deems it necessary ; he opens and closes each session 
and has the right to dissolve tlie chamber, but the ordinance of 
dissolution, countersigned by the ministers, must contain a pro- 
vision for an election within two months and for a re-assembling 
of the chamber within three montlis ; the King has the right to 
adjourn or to prorogue a session of the chamber but not for a 
period longer than fortj' days nor more than once in the same 
session without the consent of the chamber. In the event of a 
vacancy in the succession to the crown an assembly composed of 
twice as many members as the chamber chooses a King by a vote 
of a two-thirds majority of all the members. 

Ministers. — The ministers, appointed and dismissed by 
the King, have free access to the chamber and have the right to 
be heard at any time they choose, but they may not vote unless 
they are members. The chambc" in turn may require the pres- 
ence of ministers. The jiibiisters may not be relieved of their re- 
sponsibility by any written or verbal order of the King ; they may 
be accused by the chamber and tried before a S2)ecial court. 

Ministerial j)olitical responsibility to the chamber is secured 
by convention rather than by law, though the numerous constitu- 
tional provisions relating to tlie relations between the chamber 
and the ministers, combined with the unquestioned siqiremacy 
of the popular will, ivould make any other result out of harmony 
with the entire constitutional arrangements. 

The Chamber. — The chamber meets annually on the first 
of November for a session which may not be less than three 
months nor longer than six. It deliberates in public but may, 
upon the demand of ten members, decide by a majority vote to 
hold a secret session. No taxes may be levied or collected unless 
previously voted by the chamber and sanctioned by the King. 
The naval and military contingents and the budget must be 
passed annually. Members of the chamber enjoy the ordinary 
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immunity from arrest and freedom from responsibility for what 
they may say in the chamber. The number of deputies in each 
provinoe is fixed at the ratio of one to every 16,000 inhabitants. 
At present there are 332 members in the chamber, wbo are elected 
for a maximum period of four years. Qualifications of a deputy 
are Greek citizenship, enjoyment of full civil and political rights 
for a period of two years previous to the election, at least twenty- 
five years of age and the qualifications of an elector. The elector- 
ate is based upon universal manhood suffrage. 

Council of State. — l>y an amendment to the constitution 
in 1911 a council of state was established as a substitute for a 
second chamber of the legislative body. It has the duty of ex- 
amining all proiJosals for laws and of annulling official decisions 
and acts contrary to the law. 

The Judicial Power. — Judges are appointed by the king 
in accordance with the law. There are a supreme court, courts of 
appeal, and courts of first instance. Judges hold office for life 
and may not be removed save by judicial sentence. The consti- 
tution forbids the creation of judicial commissions and extraordi- 
nary tribunals. The sessions of the court are ordinarily public 
and the decisions must be accompanied by statement of the 
reasons therefor, and must be pronounced in public. 

The constitution contains a prohibition against a total revision, 
but revisions that are not fundamental in character may be pro- 
posed after a lapse of ten years from the promulgation of the con- 
stitution if the necessity arises. Such a revision must be de- 
manded by the chamber in two votes passed by two-thirds ma- 
jority, providing the second vote is taken at least one month after 
the first and that the revision shall be carried out by a newly 
elected chamber. 
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THE GOVERNMENTS OP RUSSIA AND TURRET. 


Russia. 

Autocracy readied its liigliest development in Russia, where 
the power of the Czar was, until 1906, unlimited by law. Pre- 
vious to that time certain fundamental laws had been issued but 
they had been issued by an imperial ukase and could be with- 
drawn or modified at the pleasure of the Czar. Following the 
war with Japan a revolution broke out in 1906, and in February, 
1906, there appeared two imperial ukases, by one of which a 
Council of the Empire and by the other, a Doima, or popular 
house, was created. The Czar, however, retained the “ supreme 
autocratic power” of all the Russias, though he exercised the 
legislative power in conjunctiou with the Council of the Empire 
and tlie Douiua. 

All executive and administrative functions rested with the 
Czar ; he appointed and dismissed the ministers ; he was head 
of the army and navy ; he declared war and concluded peace and 
made treaties, but all of his acts must be countersigned by a 
minister. 

The Council of the Empire was composed of members, partly 
appointed by the Czar and partly elected, but the number ap- 
pointed could not exceed that of the elected members. The latter 
were chosen by a variety of organizations, including the church, 
the nobles, chambers of commerce, the universities and the 
stvoa, for a term of nine years, one third retiring every three 
years. 

The Douma was composed of 442 members elected by the 
people under a complicated system of indirect election for a term 
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of five years, but could be dissolved by the Czar. The Council of 
the Empire and the Uourna had equal rights in the matter of 
legislation, and each might propose laws ; but the initiative of 
all laws amending the fundamental laws rested with the Czar. 
In the matter of the Budget, credits necessary for the payment 
of the public debt and the other obligations contracted by the 
government could not be refused or lessened and the expenses of 
the ministry of the court were not subject to consideration by 
the Council and the Douma unless they exceeded the Budget of 
1906. 

In the event the Budget was not adopted by the beginning of 
the budgetary year, the last Budget remained in force with such 
additions as were necessary by reason of laws subsequently 
adopted. 

The Douma never acquired a position of influence and control, 
but survived until the revolution in 1917. As a result of the 
military disasters and scandals, including the betrayal of the 
army to the Germans, the Czar was deposed in lAIarch, 1917, and 
a republic proclaimed under a provisional government. A con- 
stituent assembly was to be chosen to determine a constitution, 
but before it assembled the Bolshevik regime was inaugurated. 
Soldiers and Workmen’s Councils were established in Petrograd 
and other places and the radical Socialist element secured control 
of the machinery of the central government. Lenine, as presi- 
dent of the Council, and Trotzky, as ForeigJi Minister, have been 
the controlling forces in what government there has been. 

A condition bordering on anarchy has existed for more than a 
year. The Ukraine proclaimed its independence as a republic ; 
other parts of the Empire broke away from the central authorities 
and proclaimed republics, notably Murmau in the north and 
Siberia, and more recently an All-Russian government has been 
proclaimed with the object of reunituig the separate parts. 

The Lenine-Trotzky government made peace with the Central 
Empires by the Brest-Litovsk Treaty, by which several of the 
western provinces passed under German control. The United 
States and the Allies have from the first taken the position that 
this treaty was secured by treachery and bad faith and as victors 
they have compelled the Centra! Powers to abandon it. 
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It is not possible to tell what the outcome in Russia will be, 
but it is not probable that autocracy will be reinstated. It is 
equally unlikely that the Bolshe^'iki will much longer retain 
power. 

Turkey. 

The government of Turkey has always been regarded as an ab- 
solute monarchy despite the fact that it at times has had the 
form of constitutional arrangements. In 1856 at the Conference 
of Paris, following the Crimean War, Turkey was recognized as 
a member of the Family of Nations and it was anticipated that 
internal reforms would be carried out, assuring equality before 
the law, respect for private property, liberty of religious beliefs, 
equality in taxation, public trials and the abolition of confiscation 
and torture, but the promised reforms were Jiot realized. 

Under pressure from the European powers, Sultan Abdul 
Hamid II. proclaimed a constitution in 1876 j^roviding for a 
Senate whose inenibers were appointed for life and a Chamber of 
Deputies. The first parliament met on the 19th of March, 1877, 
but the war with Russia of that year led to the indefinite jn-o- 
roguing of that body in 1878. From that time until 1908 the 
constitution was a dead letter, but under the influence of the 
Young Turk party, which then came into power, the constitution 
of 1876 was again proclaimed and in the following year was re- 
vised. Though the Parliament met thereafter, the government 
remained autocratic. No real control was exercised by the 
Chamber of Deputies. 



XX. 


THE GOVEENMENT OF JAPAN. 


Thb constitution of J^an was promulgated by the Emperor 
on ijcDTuary ii, 4.8ay, and m ‘accordance with its preamble came 
into f6r66 witlftFe" opening of the first session of the Diet on 
November 29, 1890. In an imperial rescript of October 12, 1881, 
the Emperor had declared his intention of promulgating a con- 
stitution so soon as the country was ready for it ; and when it is 
recalled that Japan was opened to foreigners only twenty-one 
years before the constitution was promulgated, some conception 
may be gained of the rapidity with which the country had pro- 
gressed and some allowance be made for the inexperience shown 
in the early attempts at constitutional government. To under- 
stand the government of Japan it must be borne in mind that for 
centuries the country had been under the rule of an Emperoriu 
whom was vested in theory the supreme power. During several 
centuries, to be sure, the Emperors enjoyed no actual authority, 
the government being in the hands of the Shoguns. Nevertheless 
there centered about the Emperors a feeling akin to religious awe 
and reverence, and when the last of the Shogmis in 1868 volun- 
^I’hy gave back his power into the hands of the Emperor, the 
combination of veneration and power made him the most absolute 
of rulers. Blithe Emperor pursued an enlightened and liberal 
policy and sought to adapt the Japanese government along with 
the rest of the national life to Western models. Accordingly, 
following the rescript of 1881, a commission was appointed, of 
whom Prince Ito was the most conspicuous member, to study the 
constitutions of the European countries and the United States, 
and to frame a constitution for Japan. 

The elfects of the centuries of absolutism and feudalism through 
which Japan had passed could not be thrown off in the brief 
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space of a generation, and the constitution must be viewed in the 
light of tliis history. The i-eiuarkable fact is not that the con-j 
stitntion of Japan is less liberal than the most advanced oonstitui 
tions of the Western world, but tliat a constitution should havt 
been given at all within so brief a sjjaee of time. 

When one takes into (xnisideration the steady progress toward 
a greater liberalism in the government and the eiiually steady de- 
velopment of democracy among the people, no surprise will be 
felt on finding that custom has greatl\' modified the spirit of the i 
government if not the letter of the constitution in the twenty- 
nine years of its existence. 

The Emperor. — It was natural in view of the history of 
Japan that the sovereignty of the Umpire should be regarded as 
in the Emiieror ; but the constitution provides that it shall be 
exercised in accordance with its provisions. The Kmperor is 
proclaimed sacred and inviolable; he exercises the legislative 
power with the consent of the Diet ; he sanctions the laws and 
orders them promulgated and executed ; he convokes, opens, 
closes and prorogues the Diet, and he may dissolve the House of 
liepresentatives ; when the public safety deniauds, or to avert 
public calamities, lie may, if the Diet is not sitting, issue im- 
perial ordinances in place of laws, hut such ordinances must be 
submitted to tlic Diet at its next scs.sion and if not approved by 
the Diet, they are invalid for the future, lie has also the right 
to issue ordinances to carry out the laws, to jire.serve the jrahlic 
peace and order, and to ])romotc the wclfai’c of the people, but 
these ordinances shall not in any way alter the existing laws. 

The Emperor deteriiiines the organization of the different 
branches of the administration, the salaries of all civil and mili- 
tary ofiicers, and appoints and dismisses the same. He is eom- 
maiider-in-ehief of the army and navy and determines their 
organization and peace standing ; he declares war, makes iieaee 
and concludes treaties : Im confers titles of nobility, rank, orders, 
and other marks of honor, and has the right to grant pardons, 
amnesty, and commutation of punishments. This is a formidable 
[list of powers and were they exercised directly by the Emperor 
Iwould make him the. most powerfid moiiarcli ruling to-day, ^t 
all laws, imperial ordinances, and imperial rescripts that relate to 
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state affairs must be countersigned bj a minister of state. The 
eonsfittltron provides that the ministers of state shall give advice 
to liie Emperor and shall be responsible for it. To whom they are 
to be responsible the constitution does not state but the custom may 
be regarded as established that they are responsible to the Diet. 

The Privy Council. — An imperia.r'o'fdinance of 1888, 
amended in 1890, provided that the Privy Couneil should consist 
of a President, a Vice-President, twenty-five Councillors, a Chief 
Secretary, and five Secretaries. Among the Councillors are ex 
officio the ministers of state who form the Cabinet. The Council 
may advice the Emperor upon doubtful points relating to articles 
of the constitution and to laws and ordinances dependent upon 
the constitution, upon ijroclamations of a state of siege, certain 
imperial ordinances, treaties, the organization of the Privy Coun- 
cil and other matters specially called for. It may be consulted 
in times of political crises concerning the organization of the 
I cabinet and all cabinet measures may be referred to it, either 
j before presentation to the Diet or after acceptance by the Diet. 

’ It is the highest body of constitutional advisers to the Emperor 
, and in this respect has taken the place, in part, which the Cabinet 
j would naturally till. Those who have been seeking to establish 
' complete parliamentary government and ministerial res25onsibility 
to the Diet regard the power of the Privy Council as a usurpa^ 
j tiou and wish to see it limited. The so-called Elder-Statesmen, 
;the Genre, composed of the survivors of the men who brought 
; about the liestoration of 1868, are an extra-constitutional body 
j which has occupied a position of influence next to the Emperor 
,'and the Privy Council. These men have rendered great service 
‘ to their country, but they and their position are not in harmony 
with the development of constitutional government and pojjular 
institutions. They have been the power behind the throne, who, 
without official position, have nevertheless been called ujDon for 
advice in political crises. Death has already removed all but 
two or three of them and this anomaly will soon vanish entirely. 

The Cabinet. — The Cabinet as such is not mentioned in 
j the constitution, which speaks only of Ministers of State who are 
ten in number ; the Minister President of State, the Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs, of Home Affairs, of Finance, of War, of the Navy, 
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of Justice, of Education, of Agriculture and Cornmerce, of Com- 
munications. There is also a Minister of the Imperial Household, 
but he is not a memher of the cabinet. 

The ministers may be members of either House of the Diet and, 
■whether members or not, have the right to speak in either House. 

The earlier view and practice was that the ministers were 
responsible to the Emperor alone, who had the right to appouit 
and to dismiss them at pleasure, but this view has begmi to give 
way before the demand for the control by the Diet ; in 1914 Count 
Okuma dissolved the House of llepresentatives and appealed to 
the people in a general election in which he obtained a large 
majoritj". Party government may be regarded as an established 
fact, but the change from ministerial responsibility to the Emperor 
to responsibility to the Diet has not yet been fully accomplished, 
although the tendency is in tins dii-ection and tlie present state of 
affairs may be regarded as transitional. Nowhere outside of 
Japan is there an upper house, not popular in character, which 
has maintained it suprenuicy over the lower pojmlar house ; and 
it is reasonable to suppose that with the further development of 
popular control of the government, Japtui will prove no exception 
to the rule. Eor the first time in its history, a real Liberal party 
is at present in power in Japan and further increase in the power 
of the House of Kepresentatives may be expected. 

The Diet. — The Imperial Uiet is composed of the House 
of Peers and the House of liepresuntiitives. Though the consti- 
tution vests the legislative power in the Emperor with the con- 
sent of the Diet, the development of parliamentary government 
has deprived the Emperor of the power formerly attributed to 
him of vetoing laws passed by the Diet. 

Bills may be initiated by the government and by each of the 
Houses and tlie two Houses have the same rights with rcsjaect to 
all measures except that the Budget must be first laid before the 
■'‘House of llepresentatives. The House of Peers, however, has' 
won the right to reinsert in the Budget items which have been| 
stricken out in the House of llepresentatives. 

The Diet meets annually and the session lasts three months, 
but may be prolonged by imperial order. Extraordinary sessions 
may be summoned by the Emperor. Tlie deliberations of the 
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e ouses are public, but secret sittiugs iiia}' be held upou the de- 
md of the government or upon resolution of the House. No 
member of either House may he held responsible outside the 
respective Houses for aaiy opuuon expressed or for any vote 
given in the House, but for his opinions expressed in public 
speeches or in writing a member is amenable to the general law. 
Members are free from arrest duruig the session for all ordinary 
oifences,not of a flagrant character and not connected with internal 
disorder or foreign trouble, unless rvith the consent of the House. 

The Emperor appoints the President and the Vice-President of 
the House of Peers from among the members for a period of 
seven years, and the President and Vice-President of the House 
of Representatives from among the three candidates respectively 
elected by the House for each office. 

The Presidents of the Houses receive an annual allowance of 
5000 yen, the Vice-Presidents 3000 yen, while the elected and 
appointed members of the House of Peers and the members of 
the House of Reiirescntatives receive 2000 yen} They also re- 
ceive a certain allowance for travelling expenses — but members 
who are in the service of the government do not receive such 
annual allowance. 

Sections and Committees. — Each House divides itself into 
sections by lot and the sections elect, from among the members 
of the House, an equal number of members to the standing com- 
mittee, which is divided ijito branches according to the require- 
ments of business. Special committees are chosen by the House 
for the examination of ijarticular matters. 

House of Peers. — The constitution provides merely that 
“ the House of Peers shall, in accordance with the ordinance con- 
cerning the House of Peers, be comijosed of the members of the 
Imperial Family, of the orders of nobility, and of those jiersons 
who have been nominated thereto by the Emperor.” 

By the Imperial ordinance of February 11, 1889, the composi- 
tion of the House of Peers was determined as follows : The nieni- 
I bers of the Imperial family ; princes and marquises ; counts, 
1 viscounts, and barons who have lieeii elected thereto by the mem- 
i bers of their respective orders ; persons who have been elected, 
' A yen etjimls abuul fifty cents. 
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on e mem ber for each city and jtrefecture, by and from among the 
tax payers of the liiglicst anniuntof direct national taxes on Igj id, 
industry or trade tliereiu, and who have afterwards been nomi- 
nated thereto by the Emperor. 

The members of the Imirerial family take their seats upon 
attaining their majority, the princes and marquises at the age of 
twenty-live, the members of the orders of counts, viscounts and 
barons at the age of twenty-live ; the latter are elected by the 
orders for a term of seven years, and their number shall not 
exceed one-lifth of the entire number of the resjJective orders. 

The Emperor may appoint for life any man thirty years of age on 
the ground of meritorious services to the state, or for his learning. 

One member is elected in each city and prefecture by and from 
among the hfteeji male inhabitants thereof above the age of 
thirty who paj^ the highest amount of direct national taxes on 
land, industry, or trade. Those so chosen must be ajjpointed by 
the Emperor and serve for a term of seven years. The number 
of members appointed bj' the Eiiqjeror for meritorious services, 
for their learning and from among the highest tax payers, shall 
not exceed the number of members having the title of nobility. 

The number of members of the House of Peers is variable and 
W present is 374. The House of Peers has been a very conserva- 
tive body. Having an equal voice with the House of Kepresentar 
tives in all legislation it luis blocked progressive and radical 
legislation ; being secure of its tenure of office, since it cannot be 
dissolved, it has proved stronger than tlie House of Re]>resenta- 
tives. With the further develo])inent of parliamentary govern- 
ment and a tinner establishiiient of ministerial responsibility, it 
will be indeed strange if the House of Representatives does not 
become the stronger. 

House of Representatives. — The only constitutional pro- 
vision respecting the House of Representatives is that it shall l)e 
composed of members elected by the 2 )eo 2 )le according to the pro- 
visions of the Law of Election. 

Any male Japanese subject of thirty years of age is eligible for 
election except the heads of noble, families, men ui the active 
service of the army or navy ; students ; .Shinto priests, ministers, 
priests and teachers of religion of all kinds ; certain government 
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officials, government contractors, and persons suffering from legal 
disabilities. 

Qualifications for electors are the age of twenty-five, permanent 
residence in the district for not less than one year previous to the 
date of drawing up the electoral list, and payment of direct national 
taxes to the amount of not less than ten yen. Inasmuch as voting is 
by secret ballot and the elector must write the name of the candidate 
upon his ballot, the ability to write is really a qualification. 

There are at present 381 members who are chosen in electoral 
districts, but each elector votes for one person only. The term of 
members is four, .ynai-s unless sooner terminated by dissolution of 
the House. 

Eights and Duties of Subjects. — Fifteen articles of the 
constitution deal with the rights and duties of Jaj)anese subjects, 
but in almost every mstanee the rights are to be enjoyed subject 
to the limits provided by law — and in many instances these limits 
have set very great restrictions from the standpoint of American 
ideas of individual rights. The constitution in fact affords no 
absolute guarantees of civil rights and liberties. There has been, 
liowever, a constant and rapid extension of popular liberties through 
legislative enactment. The extension of the suffrage, greater 
liberty of the press and of speech, of public meeting and political 
association and reform of the criminal law are evidence of the 
growth of popular rights. 

Political Parties. — "VNlien the constitution was promul- 
gated there were no political parties for there had been no oppor- 
tunity or occasion for their development. The intervening period 
has witnessed at least the beginning of party organization and 
for the past ten years parties have assumed somewhat of the 
position and functions of parties in other constitutional states. 
The development of parties has gone hand in hand with the es- 
tablishment of a system of cabinet responsibility. 

The weakness of Japanese parties lies in the fact that they 
have centered around individuals rather than principles. The 
feudal conception of personal allegiance has lingered on into the 
new era, but with the passing away of the generation that knew 
the old regime and the coming into power of the younger men the 
character of parties is becoming less personal ; policies, not men. 
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are forming the cohesive element. All of -which is but further 
evidence of the complete acceptance by the Japanese of the 
political conceptions and armngements of the Ayestem worldi 

The Judiciary. — Justice is administered by the courts 
according to law in the name of the Emijeror. He is the fountain 
and source of law and of justice. The organization and jurisdic- 
tion of the courts is left entirely to the law. The constitution 
affords protection to judges through the provision that “ no judge 
shall be deprived of his position, unless by way of criminal sen- 
tence or disciplinary punishment,” and to individuals by requiring 
that trials ^d'judgmenta shall be public, but this requirement may 
be suspended by law or by the court if i)ublicity might be prejudi- 
cial to peace and order or to the maintenance of public morality. 

Suits relating to rights alleged to have been infringed by 
illegal measures of the executive authority come before the court 
of Administrative Litigation and not before the ordinary courts of 
law. The courts have no power to interpret the constitution ; that 
function belongs exclusively to the Emjjeror who was its author. 

Amendment of the Constitution. — In consonance with its 
origin as a gift from the Emperor, the power of initiating amend- 
ments rests with him ; he must submit a proposed amendment to 
the Diet. The amendment cannot be debated in either House un- 
less two-thirds of its members are present nor can an amendment 
be passed by either House, unless approved by two-thirds of the 
members present. 
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SUMMARY: CONSTITUTIONAL AND ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE DEVELOPMENTS. 


Continuity of Development. — Erom the dim morning 
hours of history until now, the law of coherence and continuity 
in political development has suffered no serious breach. Human 
choice has in all stages of the great world-processes of politics 
had its part in the shaping of institutions ; but it has never been 
within its power to proceed by leaps and bounds : it has been 
confined to adaptation, altogether shut out from raw invention. 
Institutions, like morals, like all other forms of life and conduct, 
have had to wait upon the slow, the almost imperceptible forma- 
tions of habit. The most absolute monarchs have had to learn 
the moods, observe the traditions, and respect the prejudices of 
their subjects ; the most ardent reformers have had to learn that 
too far to outrun the more sluggish masses was to render them- 
selves powerless. Revolution has always been followed by re- 
action, by a return to even less than the normal speed of political 
movement. Political growth refuses to be forced ; and institu- 
tions have grown with the slow growth of social relationships ; 
have changed in response, not to new theories, but to new circum- 
stances. 

The Order discoverable in Institutional Development is 

not, indeed, the order of perfect uniformity: institutions, like 
the races which have developed them, have varied infinitely ac- 
cording to their environment. Climate, war, geographical situation, 
have shaped them : the infinite play of human thought, the infinite 
many-sidedness of human character have been reflected in them. 
But the great stages of development have remained throughout 
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clear and almost free from considerable irregularities. Tested 
by history’s long measurements, the lines of advance are seen to 
be singularly straight. 

Course of Development in the Ancient World. — If the 

bond of kinship was at first clear and unmistakable, it must ers 
long have become much less defined in the broadened Family. 
When the Family became merged in the still wider Community, 
solidarity remained and a strong sense of kinship, but the reality 
of kinship had no doubt largely departed, and law had begun to 
take on a public character, to bear the sanction of all rather than 
the sanction of a single supreme person. Kinship was typified 
still in the hereditary character of the kingship; but the king 
was now the representative of the community rather than its 
master. The Community developed into the city-state : and 
further than this the ancient peoj)les did not go. In Koine and 
in the great city-states of Greece the conception of citizenship 
supplanted the idea of kinshiii. The state became virtually 
personified in the thought of the time. It was the centre of 
civic affection and the object of all civic virtue. The public 
officer ruled not in his own name but in the name of the (State. 
Around Kome at last there grew up a vast Empire ; but it was 
Rome’s Empire, — the world had fallen into the hands of a city, 
and the only citizenship that Caracalla could bestow was the 
citizenship of Kome. This city-statchood was the last word of 
the ancient world in jiolitics. 

The Feudal System and the Modern Monarch. — When 
the Germans emerge upon the European field we have the State 
in a new aspect. Nations are moving i.n arms, and the Host 
is the State, Commanders of Hosts are the kings of the new 
order of things. The Host settles on the lands of the old Roman 
dominions, and that militaiy tenure is developed which we have 
learned to call the Feudal System. This Feudal System, when it 
has worked its perfect work, in such countries as France and 
Germany, brings forth still a third t3'pe of kinship : we presently 
have the king who owns his kingdom as supreme feudal lord : the 
king who, having absorbed fief after fief, at last possesses his king- 
dom by a perfected legal title ; the king whose realm is his estate. 
This is the king who becomes the sole source of law and of justice, 
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the king who, in our clay, has granted out of his abundant grace 
rights and constitutions to his people. 

. England's Contribution. — Where the Feudal System fails 
of its full fruitage, as in England, where freehold estates are not 
entirely blotted out, where tenure of the king as overlord is a 
theory but never a reality, and Avhere local self-government obtains 
a lasting rootage in the national habit, political development takes 
another course. There political liberty abides continually, in one 
form or another, with the people, and it is their operative power 
which gives to liberty expansion, and which finally creates the 
constitutional state, the limited monarchy, the free self-governing 
nation. Out of the fief grew the kingdom ; out of the freeliolcl 
and local self-government grew the constitutional state ; out of 
the constitutional state grew that greatest of political develop- 
ments, the free, organic, self-conscious, self-directing nation, with 
its great organs of popular representation and its constitutional 
guarantees of liberty. 

The Romans and the English. — In the general history of 
European development two nations stand forth pregminent for 
their political capacity: the Roman nation, which welded the 
whole ancient Avorld together under one great organic system of 
government, and which has given to the modern Avorld the ground- 
work of its systems of law; and the English nation, which gave 
birth to America, which has “dotted over the Avhole surface of 
the globe with her possessions and military posts,” and from 
which all the great nations of our time have borrowed much of 
their iiolitical thought and more of their political practice. And 
what is most noteworthy is this, that these two nations closely 
resemble each other, not only in the mental peeidiarities Avhich 
constitute the chief element of their political strength, but also in 
the institutional foundations Avhich they have successively laid 
for their political achievements. 

Likenesses between the Two Imperial Nations. — Both 
have been much stronger in creating and working institutions than 
in explaining them : both of them have framed such a philosophy 
as they chose to entertain ‘ after the fact ’ : neither has been too 
curious in examining the causes of its success or in woi’king out 
logical sequences of practice. Above all, neither has suffered any 
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taint of artificial thqroughness to attach itself to its political 
methods. Slowly, and without much concern for theories of gov- 
ernment, each has made compromise its method, adaptation .its 
standing procedure. Illogical, unimaginative their mode of pro- 
cedure must be said to have been throughout, a mode for slow, 
practical men, without speed or boldness. Kevolutioii has never 
fallen within their calculations; even change they have seldom 
consciously undertaken. If old institutions must perish, they 
must perish within the Eonian or English system by decay, by 
disuse, not by deliberate destruction ; if new institutions must be 
constructed, they must be grafted on the old in such wise that 
they may at least seem to be parts of the same stock, and may 
partake as largely as may be of that one vitalizing sap, old cus- 
tom. As the Roman Senate, from being the chief motive power 
of the state, came at last to exercise only such prerogatives as the 
people and the people’s officers suffered it to retain, so the Eng- 
lish House of Lords, from being the single coadjutor of the king 
in legislation, has been reduced to a subordinate part which it 
plays only upon a sort of sufferance, and all without any sudden 
or premeditated step of revolution. As the consular power in 
Rome was slowly pared down to be dealt out in ])arts to plebeian 
officials, so has the royal pow'er in England been piece by piece 
transferred to the hands of ministers, the people’s representatives. 
The whole political method of the two peoples is the same : the 
method of change so gradual, so tempered with compromise and 
discretion, so retarded and moderated bj' persistent h.abit that 
only under the most extraordinary pressure is it ever hastened 
into actual revolution. 

Popular Initiative in Some and England. — Doubtless 
much of this likeness of temperament and method is due to the 
fact that both in Rome and in England it has been the nation, and 
not merely a small governing class, which has been behind xmliti- 
cal change. The motive power was popular initiative : the i)rocess 
of change was the labored process of legislation, the piece-meal 
construction which is to be compounded out of the general 
thought. Measures have had in both cases to be prepared for the 
general acceptance ; and popular action, wherever it is the wont 
for the people to act, is always conservative action. A king’s law- 
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mating is apt to be rapid, thorough, consistent ; but a nation’s 
law-making, devised and struggled for piece by piece, cannot be. 
The plebeians in Rome fighting inch by inch towards the privi- 
leges which they coveted, the people in England making their 
way by long-protracted efforts towards the control they desired 
to exercise, have had to advance with painful slowness, and to 
be content with one piece at a time of the power they strove 
for. 

Rome’s Change of System under the Empire. — With the 
full establishment of imperial forms of government Rome lost the 
conservative habit of her republican period. The methods of 
the first emperor, indeed, were slow and cautions in the highest 
degree ; Augustus avoided all show or name of imperial power. 
Carefully regardful of republican sentiment and spirit, which he 
knew to be not yet extinct, he simply accumulated to himself one 
by one every republican office, professing the while merely to 
exercise for somewhat extended periods, — periods which steadily 
lengthened from terms of years to tenure for life, — but by free 
gift of the Senate and people, the old offices of self-government. 
But later emperors were by no means so careful or so considerate 
of popular prejudices; their power was open, bold, oftentimes 
even wanton. And with these changes in the nature of the 
government came radical changes in political method : there 
came the wilful creation of new offices known to no Roman 
custom, the constant breach of old practices hallowed by imme- 
morial Roman habit, — the whole familiar process, in brief, of 
arbitrary power. What Rome gained thus in discipline, in mili- 
tary efficiency, she lost in political capacity. For that capacitj’’ 
so characteristic of the Romans and the English, the capacity 
namely for political organization, is beyond question inseparably 
connected with popular initiative, with national self-direction, 
with self-government. 

Fundamental Contrast between English and Roman 
Political Method. — The most striking contrast between the 
English and the Romans consists in a vital and far-reaching 
difference in political organization. What I have said touching 
the national action of the two peoples, the slow, conservative 
concert of the people as a whole in the origination and effectua- 
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tion of policy must be understood in different senses in the two 
cases. It was true of the Romans only during the period of 
the Republic and while the Roman people could take a direct 
part in affairs. The Teuton brought into force, particularly in 
England, the principle of representation, that organization by 
representative assemblies which enabled the people to act over 
wide areas through trusted men elected to speak and act in 
their stead, and which thus enabled the organization of the 
nation to extend without loss of vitality. Of such methods the 
Roman knew nothing. Only the people of the city of Rome had 
any part in Roman legislation, for the Roman had conceived of 
no way of acting by a delegation of the law-making power on 
the part of the people. The equal and concerted action of 
widely diffused populations through the instrumentality of 
representation was utterly unknown to the ancient world. The 
county court with its reeve and four selected men from each 
toAvnship, the parliament with its knights from the shire and 
its burgesses from the towns, instrumentalities so familiar every- 
where now that the world has gone to school to the English in 
politics, were for a long time peculiar to England in their best 
features. They were the peculiar fruit of Teutonic political 
organization where that organization had grown most apart from 
the Roman influence, in England, not on the Continent, pene- 
trated as the continental lands were everywhere by the Roman 
example. Rome had had no similar means of holding her vast 
populations together in active political cooperation and living 
union. Therefore, as her conquests spread, her system became 
more and more centralized and autocratic. The English could 
hold populations together, however large they might be, by 
means of representative assemblies ; but the Roman, who knew 
no method of admitting scattered peoples to a part in the central 
government, who knew no popular assemblies except those in 
which all citizens should be actually present and vote, could 
nold an extended empire together only by military force and 
the stern discipline of official subordination. 

The Development of Legislatures. — Perhaps the most 
distinguishing feature of modern as compared with ancient 
politics is the diifereuce between the S2jhere, the mode, and the 
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instrumentalities of legislation now, and the character and 
methods of legislation among the classical nations. Kepre- 
sentative law-making bodies are among the common-place insti- 
tutions* of the political world as we know it : but no such 
assembly was ever dreamed of by any ancient politician, Greek 
or barbarian. Every citizen either took direct part in legislation 
or took no part in it at all. Aristotle believed, consequently, 
that no free state could exist with a wide territory or a popula- 
tion so scattered as to be unable to attend the assemblies. Hut 
what the Greeks and Romans did not know at all the Teuton 
seems to have known almost from the first: representation is 
one of the most matter-of-course devices of his native polity, 
and from him the modern world has received it. 

Our early colonial history furnishes at least two very curious 
examples of a transition from primary to representative assemblies. The 
earliest legislature of Maryland was a primary assembly composed of all 
the freemen of the colony ; to the next assembly some were allowed to 
send proxies ; and before representation was finally established there 
appeared the singular anomaly of a body partly representative, partly 
primary, at least one freeman insisting uimii attending in person (l)oyle, 
I., pp. 287-290). The other example is to be found in the history of 
Rhode Island, whose citizens for some time insisted upon meeting at New- 
port in primary assembly for the purpose of electing the persons who were 
to represent them in the colonial legislature, thus as it were jointly inau- 
gurating the session, to use Mr. Foster’s words, and then leaving the legis- 
lature “to run for itself for le remainder of the time” (W. E. Foster, 
Toion Government in lihode Island, p. 20). 

The Powers of a Representative, x— But only very 
modem times have settled the theory of a representative’s 
power. The strong tendency among all vigorously political, 
all self-reliant self-governing peoples has been to reduce their 
representatives to the position and functions of mere delegates, 
bound to act, not under the sole direction of their own judg- 
ments, but upon instruction from their constituents, 'the better 
thought of later times has, however, declared for a far different 
view of the representative’s office, has claimed for the represent- 
ative the privilege of following his own judgment upon public 
questions, of acting, not as the mouthpiece but rather as the 
fully empowered substitute of his constituents. 
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Scope of Kodern Legislation. — The question is of the 
greater importance because of the extraordinary scope of legislar 
tion in the modern state, and of the extreme complexity nowar 
days attaching to all legislative questions. Time was, in the 
infancy of national representative bodies, when the representa- 
tives of the people were called uijon simply to give or refuse their 
assent to laws prepared by a king or by a privileged class in the 
state; but that time is far passed. The modern representative 
has to- judge of the gravest affairs of government, and has to 
judge as an originator of policies. It is his duty to adjust every 
weighty plan, preside over every important reform, provide for 
every passing need of the state. All the motive power of govern- 
ment rests with him. His task, therefore, is as complex as the 
task of governing, and the task of governing is as complex as is 
the play of economic and social forces over which it has to 
preside. Law-making now moves with a freedom, now sweeps 
through a field unknown to any ancient legislator; it no longer 
provides for the simple needs of small city-states, but for the 
complex necessities of vast nations, numbering their tens of 
millions. If the representative be a mere delegate, local inter- 
ests must clash and contend in legislation to the destruction of 
all unity and consistency in policy ; if, however, the representa- 
tive be not a mere delegate, but a fully empowered member of 
the central government, coherence, consistency, and power may 
be given to all national movements of self-direction.* 

The Making, Execution, and Interpretation of Law. — 
The question of the place, character, and functions of legislation 
is in our days a very different question from any that faced the 
ancient politician. The separation of legislative, judicial, and 
executive functions is a quite modern development in politics, 
and we have questions to settle concerning the integration of 
these three functions which could not have arisen in any ancient 
state. In the early days when the family was the state ; in the 
later days when the political organization, although it had lost 
the father’s omnipotent jurisdiction, still rested upon the idea of 

iTlie introduction of the initiative and the referendum is evidence of 
the distrust felt hy the people for their representatives, often not thsir 
representative, but that of special interests. 
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kinship ; and even in still later times when forms of government 
inherited from these primitive conceptions still persisted, all the 
functions of government were vested in a single individual or in 
a single body of ‘individuals, in a father-king or in an assembly 
of elders. Even in highly developed free states like Athens no 
adequate or complete recognition of any essential difference in 
the character of the several duties of the judge, the executive 
officer, and the law-maker is discoverable. It was a very modern 
conception that governmental functions ought to be parcelled out 
according to a careful classification. The ancient assembly made 
laws, elected officers, passed judgment upon offenders against the 
laws, and yet was conscious of no incongruity. It was before the 
day when any one could be shocked by such a confusion of powers. 

Modern politicians are, however, greatly shocked by such 
confusions of function. They insist, as of course, that every con- 
stitution shall separate the three ‘ departments ’ of government, 
and that these departments shall be in some real sense inde- 
pendent of each other ; so that if one go wrong the others may 
check it by refusing to cooperate with it. In no enlightened 
modern system may the legislator force the judge, or the judge 
interfere Avith the privileges of the legislator, or judge or legis- 
lator wrongly control the executive officer. 

Charters and Constitutions. — This division of powers 
betAveen distinct branches of gOA'ernment has been greatly em- 
jihasized and developed by the Avritten constitutions so charac- 
teristic of modern political practice. These constitutions have 
by no means all had the same history, and they differ as Avidely 
in character as in origin ; but in every case they give sharp defi- 
niteness to the organs and methods of government Avhich illus- 
trate the most salient points of modern political development. 
Our own constitutions, as we have seen (page 283), originated in 
grants from the English croAvn, for Avhich Avere substituted, in 
the days following the war for Independence, grants by the 
people. Originally royal, they are now national charters : and 
they have been kept close to the people, firmly based upon their 
direct and explicit sanction. The constitutions of Switzerland 
bear a like character : proceeding from the people, they rest in 
all points upon the people’s continuing free choice. 
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In France, on the contrary, the people have as yet 
bad no direct part in constitution-making. French constitu- 
tions have in all cases been both made and adopted by con- 
stituent assemblies: at no stage are the people directly called 
upon for their opinion, — not even after the constitution has 
been formulated. Its adoption, like its construction, is a matter 
for the constituent assembly alone ; it is given to the people, 
not accepted by them. The present constitution of the llepiib- 
lic was even framed and adopted by a convention which 
could show no indisputable right to act as a constituent 
assembly (page 148). 

Creation ts. Confirmation of Liberties by Constitution. 

— This process, of the gift of a comstitution to the people by 
an assembly of their own choice, maj’' be said to be interme- 
diate between our own or the Swiss practice, on the one hand, 
and the practice of the monarchial states of Europe, on the 
other, whose constitutions are the gift of monarchs to their 
people. In many cases they have been forced from reluctant 
monarchs, as Magna Charta was wrung by the barons from 
John : but whether created by stress of revolution, as in so 
many states in 1848 (page 445), or framed later and more at 
leisure, as in Prussia (page 445), they have been in the form 
of royal gifts of right, have not confirmed but created liberties 
and privileges. 

Our own charters and constitutions have, on the con- 
trary, been little more than formal statements of rights and 
immunities which had come to belong to Englishmen quite in- 
dependently of royal gift or favor. The Acts of Parliament 
upon which the governments of such modern English colonies 
as Canada and Australia rest do scarcely more, aside from, 
their outlining of forms of government, than extend to the 
colonists the immemorial privileges of Englishmen in England. 
And so our own colonial charters, besides providing for gov- 
ernors, courts, and legislatures, simply granted the usual rights 
of English freemen. Our constitutions have formulated our 
political progress, but the progress came first. European con- 
stitutions, on the other hand, have for the most part created 
the rights and immunities, as well as the popular institutions, 
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which, they embody : they institute reform, instead of merely 
coniirming and crystallizing it. 

The Modern Federal State: contrasted with Confeder- 
ations. — In no part of modern political development have 
written constitutions played a more important, a more indis- 
pensable role than in the definite expression of the nice balance 
of institutions and functions upon which the carefully adjusted 
organism of the modern federal state depends. The federal 
state, as we know it, is a creation of modern politics. Ancient 
times afford many instances of confederated states, but none 
of a federal state. The mere confederations of ancient and of 
modern times, however long preserved, and of however distin- 
guished history, were still not states in the proper sense of the 
term. The most prominent example of a confederation in ancient 
times was the celebrated Achman League. In modern times we 
have had the early Swiss confedemtion, the several German con- 
federacies, and our own short-lived Confederation. 

They were composed of states, and their only constituent law 
was treaty. They were themselves, as confederacies, without 
sovereign power: sovereignty remained unimpaired with their 
component states. Their members did not unite : they simply 
agreed, as equals, to act in concert touching certain matters of 
common interest. 

The modern federal state, on the contraiy, is a single and com- 
plete political personality among nations : it is not a mere rela- 
tionship existing between separate states, but is itself a State. 
Confederation and federal state have this peculiarity in common, 
that they are both constituted by the association of distinct, inde- 
pendent communities : but under a confederation these com- 
munities practically remain distinct and independent, while 
within a federal state they are practically welded together into 
a single state, into one nation. 

Under both forms, however, it has proved possible to make pro- 
vision for the association, upon the best terms of mutual help and 
support, of communities unlike in almost every feature of local 
life, and even of communities diverse in race, without any sur- 
render of their individuality or of their freedom to develop each 
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its characteristic life. ^Tothing could well be conceived more 
flexible than a system which can hold together German, French, 
and Italian elements as the Swiss constitution does. 

Distinguishing Marks of the Federal State. — The federal 
state has, as contrasted with a federation, these distinguishing 
features : (a) a permanent surrender on the part of the constituent 
communities of their right to act independently of each other in 
matters which touch the common interest, and the consequent 
fusion of these communities, in respect of these matters, into a 
single state. As regards other states they have merged their 
individuality into one national whole : the lines which separate 
them are none of them on the outside but all on the inside. (6) 
The federal state possesses a special body of federal law and a 
special federal jurisprudence in which is expressed the national 
authority of the compound state. This is not a law agreed to by 
the constituent communities : it is the spoken will of the new 
community, the Union, (c) There results a new conception of 
sovereignty. The functions of political authority are parcelled 
out. In certain spheres of action the authorities of the Union are 
entitled to utter laws which are the supreme law of the land ; in 
other spheres of action the constituent communities still act with 
the full autonomy of independent states. The one set of authori- 
ties is sovereign ; for it presides, and the range of its powers is, 
in the last resort, determined by itself ; but the other set of 
authorities exercises full dominion, though in a narrower sphere. 
Its powers are independent and self-sufficient, neither given nor 
subject to be taken away by the government of the Union, origina- 
tive of rights, and exercised at will. 

All modern federal states have written constitutions; but a 
written constitution is not an essential characteristic of federal- • 
ism, it is only a feature of high coJivenience ; such delicate co- 
ordinate rights and functions as are characteristic of federalism 
must be carefully defined ; each set of authorities must have its 
definite commission. 

It is not certain that the federal state, as at present established, 
is not a merely temporary phenomenon of politics. It is plain 
from the history of modern federal states, — a history as yet ex- 
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tremely brief, — that the strong tendency of such organization is 
towards the transmutation of the federal into a unitary state. 
Aftei union is once firmly established, not in the interest only 
but also in the affections of the people, the drift would seem to be 
in all cases towards consolidation. 

Existing Parallels and Contrasts in Organization. — The 
differences which emerge most prominently upon a comparison 
of modern systems of government are differences of adminis- 
trative organization chiefly and differences in the relationship 
borne by Executives to Legislatures. 

Administrative Integration : Belation of Ministers to the 
Head of the Executive. — One of the chief points of interest 
and importance touching any system of administration is the 
relation which the ministers of- state bear to the head of the 
Executive. Of course much of the consistency and success of 
policy depends upon the presence or absence of a single guiding 
will ; if ministers be without real leadership, they are apt to be 
without euergy or success in policy, if not actually at odds with 
each other. 

Under our own system the heads of departments are 
brought together into at least nominal unity by their common sub- 
ordination to the President. Although they are, as we have seen 
(page 374), rather the colleagues thau the servants of the Presi- 
dent, his authority is yet always in the last resort final and 
decisive: the secretaries have had very few powers conferred 
upon them by Congress in the exercise of which they are not 
more or less subject to presidential oversight and control. The 
President is in a very real sense head of the Executive. In 
France and England, on the contrary, the nominal head of the 
Executive is not its real head. Not the President or the sov- 
ereign but the Prime Minister speaks the decisive word in 
administration and in the initiation of policy, — and the Prime 
Minister only so far as he can carry his colleagues with him. 
The headship of the President and the sovereign is in large part 
formal merely, being real only in proportion to the influence 
given them by their interior position as regards affairs. The 
influence of the Prime Minister is the vital integrating force. 



SUMMABY. 


547 


Perhaps it is safe. to say that only in Germany, among constitu- 
tional states, has there been an example of a really sovereign 
guiding -mil in administration. The Emperor’s own will or that 
of the vice-regent Chancellor was the real centre and’ source of 
policy, and the heads of department were ministers of that will. 
And there is under such a sj'stem an energy and coherence of 
administrative action such as no other system can secure. The 
grave objection to it is the absorption of so much vitality by the 
head of the state that its outlying parts, its great constituent 
members, tlie people, are apt to be drained of their political 
life. 

Relations of the Administration as a Whole to the Min- 
isters as a Body. — Scarcely less important from an administra- 
tive point of view than the relations of the ministers to the head 
of the Executive is the relation of the administration as a whole, 
both central and local, to the ministers as a body. "We have seen 
(pages 330, 33S, 336) that in the commonwealths of our own 
Union there is in this regard practically no administrative 
integration ; that the central officers of administration do not as a 
rule constitute a controlling but only a superior sort of clerical 
body. In our federal organization we have the President as 
supreme chief, but the cabinet as a body does not usualh' exercise 
any concerted control over administration taken as a whole. Its 
conferences as a body are confined for the most part to political 
questions: administrative questions are decided separately, by 
each department for itself, the only real central authority in 
administrative matters being the President’s opinion, not the 
counsel of his ministers. As regards points of administrative 
policy each department is a law unto itself. In England we find 
a slightly greater degree of administrative control exercised by 
the Cabinet as a body. A “Treasury minute,” for instance, is 
required for any redivision of business among the departments, 
and such redivisions are presumably matters of agreement in Cabi- 
net council. Put even in England the administrative control of 
the Cabinet is rather the result of the political responsibility 
of the Cabinet than of any conscious effort to integrate adminis- 
tration by the constitution of a body which shall habitually regu- 
late, by semi-judicial processes, the main features and when 
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necessary even the details of executive management. In Prance 
and Prussia, on the contrary, such an effort is made, and is made 
with .effect. In Prance, besides a Cabinet of ministers whose 
function is wholly political, there is a Council of ministers whose 
single office is systematic administrative oversight, the harmoniz- 
ing of methods, the proper distribution of business among the 
departments, etc. (page 158) ; and above this Council of ministers, 
again, there is a Council of State, a judicial body whose part it is 
to accommodate all disputes and adjust all conflicts of jurisdic- 
tion between the departments, as Avell as to act as the supreme 
administrative tribunal (page 173). In Prussia there was a like 
system ; a Staatsministerium which to a certain extent combined 
the duties given in Prance to the Cotmcil of Ministers and to the 
Council of State, and also a Council of State which was by de- 
grees being elevated to high judicial functions. 

The Administration and the Legislature. — The relations 
borne by the Administration, the branch which executes the laws, 
to the Legislature, the branch which makes the laws, touch 
the very essence of a system of go%'ernnient. Legislation and 
administration ought under every well-devised system to go hand 
in hand. Laws must receive test of their wisdom and feasibility 
at the hands of administration: administration must take its 
energy and its policy from legislation. Without legislation ad- 
mini.stration must limp, and without administration legislation 
must fail of effect. The vital connection -between the two is well 
illustrated in the matter of money appropriations for the support 
of administration. Legislators hold, and properly hold, the 
purse-strings of the nation ; only with their consent can taxes be 
raised or expended. Without the appropriations for which they 
ask, administrators cannot efficiently irerform the tasks imposed 
upon them : but without full explanation of the necessity for 
granting the sums asked and of the modes in which it is proposed 
to spend them legislators cannot in good conscience vote them. 
A perfect understanding between Executive and Legislature is, 
therefore, indispensable, and no such understanding can exist in 
the absence of relations of full confidence and intimacy between 
the two branches. 

The absence of such a cooperative understanding has 
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led in France to the gravest financial impotency on the part of 
the government. The Chambers trust almost nothing concerning 
appropriations to the authoritative suggestion of the ministers. 
The great Budget Committee (page 162) not only examines and 
revises but also at pleasure aimuls or utterly reverses the financial 
proposals of the ministers : the ministers are for the most part 
left entirely without power, and therefore entirely without re- 
sponsibility, in the matter, and appropriations follow the whim 
of the Chambers rather than the necessities of administration. 
In England the ministers are allowed to insist upon tlie a])proijri- 
ation of tlie sums they ask for, because they are held strictly 
responsible to Parliament for the i>olicy involved in every finan- 
cial proposal. The means of riii.sing the money desired Parlifir 
ment is to a certain extent at liberty to suggest without impl^dng 
distrust of the ministers ; but the amounts the ministers ask for 
must be voted unless Parliament wishes the ministers to resign. 
Confidence and responsibility go hand in hand (pages 196, 197). 
Under our own system there is practically no commerce between 
the heads of departments and Congress : the administration sends 
in estimates, but the Appropriations Committees of the houses 
decide without ministerial interference the amounts to be 
granted. 

The relations existing between the Executive and the Legis- 
lature equally affect every other question of policy, from mere 
administrative questions, such as the erection of new dejiartments, 
increases of clerical force, or the redistribution of de])artmeutal 
business, to the gravest questions of coinmerce, diplomacy, and 
war. The integration or seimration of the Executive and the 
Legislature may Ije made an interesting and important criterion 
of the grade and character, in this day of representative institu^ 
tions, of political organization in the case of existing governments. 
Thus in England we have complete leadership in legislation in- 
trusted to the ministers, and to complete leadership is added 
complete responsibility (pages 196, 197). In France we have 
partial leadership (financial matters being excluded) with entire 
responsibility (page 160). In Prussia, leadership without re- 
sponsibility (pages 460, 461) : and in Switzerland the same 
(page 403). Under our own system we have isolation plus irre- 
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sponsibility, — isolation and therefore irresponsibility. At this 
point more widely than at any other our government differs from 
the other governments of the world. Other Executives lead ; our 
Executive obeys.‘ ‘ 

1 In recent years the President has steadily gained in his influence to 
direct legislation, but it is only through his ability to act as the spokesman 
of public opinion. So-called “ administration measures ” now constitute the 
leading features of the legislative programme, but the Executive still lacks 
the true position of leadership. 
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The governments of all tlie powers actively participating in 
the war have experienced important changes. Germany, Austrior 
Hungary and Russia are in the midst of revolution ; in place of 
kingdoms and empires, republics have been proclaimed ; in place 
of autocracy, democracy has been enthroned. The governments 
of the other belligerent countries have not escaped the growing 
sense of popular supremacy, but have everywhere been brought 
into closer contact with the people. 

An important result of these changes will be a greater unity 
among tl;^' states ofs^he world ; competing forms of government, 
with their, diffei'en^^eals, will, Ave believe, be replaced by govern- 
ments o^anized 0U'?he common basis of popular representation 
and control : dynastic rivalries will no longer vex the Avorld Avith 
wars noi? Avill ijt Jie possible again for ambitious rulers to plunge 
the world into Avarfare for the accom])lishment of their personal 
ends. A surer basis for peace has been laid in the common and 
universal control of governments by their peoples. 

Though it be true that democratic government Avill make Avars 
less likely, it Avill not elimuiate all causes of conHict betAveen 
nations, and if the enormous sacrifices of this Avar are not to be 
made in A'ain, not merely must democracy triumph in the indi- 
vidual states, but in the society of states as Avell. 

The development of modern democracy has meant two things : 
equality of rights and the assurance of those rights through popu- 
lar control of government. Within -the individual states special 
privilege has steadily been replaced by equality of all men before 
the hiAV, and the right of a few to administer government as their 
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private possession has ’made Tray for the conception that the 
•whole people has the right to direct government for the welfare 
of all. To put it in another way, democracy may be regarded as 
the realization of human rights through the agency of government 
in channels determined by the popular will. 

In the field of international relations all states have been re- 
garded theoretically as equal ; this has been the basis upon which 
international law has rested, yet outside the realm of theory this 
equality has been confronted by a doctrine of state action directly 
in conflict with it. The modern state is a territorial state and in 
the realm of international politics the possession or lack of terri- 
tory has largely determined the influence and importance of states. 
Consequently the acquisition of territory came to be regarded as 
a necessity in the expansion of national life. But new territory 
could be acquired only at the expense of some other power. 
Here was a frequent source of animosities and wars. In this 
stmggle for territory no small state could successfully compete, 
but worse still no small state could feel itself safe from the 
menace of imperialism. Moreover every large state was jealous 
of the extension of the power of every other and each bit of ter- 
ritory brought within the control of one, e.xcited both the antag- 
onism and the greed of every other whose relative position of 
power and influence was thereby affected. The logical result was 
deep-seated distrust and a fear of bemg overreached, accompanied 
by standing armies and powerful navies on whose existence the 
peace of Europe was said to depend. Over against this whole 
conception of armed imperialism there arose the movement to 
do away with armies and navies and the oppressive tax burdens 
which they uselessly imposed. Many different motives animated 
the people who sympathized with this idea ; some adhered to it 
out of antagonism to war as in itself a brutal and unreasonable 
thing ; some liecause they desired to see the expenditures hitherb) 
directed to preparation for war diverted to improving the social 
well-being of humanity. 

The stages in the development of this idea are clearly marked 
by the means which were to replace war in the settlement of 
international difficulties. Following the adjustment of the Ala- 
bama claims by arbitration at Geneva in 1871, this method of 
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settlement was eagerly taken up and pressed -upon the attention 
of the world. The First Hague Conference in 1899, summoned 
to consider the question of disarmament and heralded as a Peace 
Conference, was unable to agree upon any' measure^ whatever 
looking toward disarmament, but in behalf of peace it adopted a 
plan providing a general scheme of arbitration and a so-called 
permanent coiu't of arbitration available for any states desiring 
to make use of it. The establishment of the permanent court of 
arbitration was received as a great achievement and stimulated 
to renewed activity those who looked upon arbitration as the 
means by which peace could be maintained. Humerous arbitra- 
tion treaties were concluded but as they almost universally 
excluded questions touching national honor and interests, little 
was accomplished by them. 

Arbitration, moreover, did not seem adequate to many who 
were seeking a peaceful settlement of international disputes and 
the judicial settlement of such disputes was advocated by indi- 
viduals and societies. At the Second Hague Conference in 1907 
an international prize court was provided but due to a failure to 
agree upon the law which this court should enforce, it remained a 
dead letter. Finally in 1914 the great European conflict, so long 
anticipated, became a reality through the wanton aggression of 
Germany and Austria. The doctrine of imperialism became in 
the hands of Germany a demand for “a place in the sun,” a 
demand for a conquest as the right of the strong over the weak, 
as the supremacy of might over right, and a determination to ex- 
tend her boundaries and acquire territory at the expense of her 
neighbors and in utter disregard of international law, of right, 
and of humanity. The sentiment aroused in the United States 
by Germany’s violation of the neutrality of Belgium in complete 
disregard of solemn treaty obligations, the terrible atrocities 
committed by her armed forces upon the civilian population of 
Belgium and northern France, her defiance and disregard of neu- 
tral rights, and the menace of her conduct to the existence of the 
society of states led to the establishment of a society for the ad- 
vocacy of a League to Enforce Peace. The fundamental principle 
of the society was to secure the establishment among the nations 
of a League, the members of which would bind themselves to use 
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P'*'. . i>s8ure or military force against any state which 

. icii.i > war without first resorting to peaceful means, in-: 
..ei'l .ration, for the settlement of the difficulty. It was 

• "t r’v/ , ■ Ti to the society of nations of the principle in force 
^ ividual state. The law-breaker who Tiolates the 

rig^'^'s of another finds the combiued force of the society arrayed 
ago, ' 'm. 

The of such a League must depend upon the whole- 

hearted acct cance by its members of the obligations it imposes. 
The small ^s '.tes will find in it a source of protection that will 
free them f. im the fear of aggression and conquest and their 
acceptance of it may naturally be anticipated ; but the large and 
powerful stat.is will be equally benefited through the prevention 
of a reiietition of another world-war. It will mean, however, a 
certain limitation upon their freedom of action ; they must re- 
nounce any claim to overcome the weaker by their superior 
strength, and they must forego the right in any dispute to resort 
straightway to force ; they must be prepared to use their power 
in behalf of the established law though their own rights be not 
immediately endangered. Secret treaties and alliances must be 
forbidden, and disarmament be brought about. 

President Wilson has declared that the United States can 
never again be a neutral in a great European war. The world 
has become too closely knit together for us to pursue in the future 
■the policy of isolation. 

The hope of such a League and the possibility of its realization 
have been immeasurably advanced by the destruction of autoc- 
racy and the universal establishment of democracy. 




